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CHAPTER  I. 

1  Jotiat  hit  charge  to  the  priettt  and  T.«vile$.  7 
A  gre-.tt  aitfocer  is  hept.  32  Hit  dtoth  is  mueh 
IjmetUed.  34  His  t'tccessors.  63  The  temple, 
citji.  and  peojie  are  destroyed.  fi6  The  rest  are 
carried  unto  Babyloti. 

AND  Josias  held  the  feast  of  the 
.  passover  iu  Jerusalem  unto  his 
Loo3,  aud  offered  the  pa&sover  the 
fourteenth  day  of  the  first  month ; 

2  Having  set  tlie  priests  according 
to  their  daily  courses,  being  arrayed 
iu  long  garments,  in  the  temple  of 
the  Lord. 

3  And  he  spake  unto  the  Levites, 
the  holy  ministers  of  Israel,  that 
they  should  hallow  themselves  unto 
tlie  Lord,  to  set  the  holy  ark  of  the 
Lord  in  the  house  that  king  Solo- 
mon the  son  of  David  had  built : 

4  And  said.  Ye  shall  no  more  bear 
the  ark  upon  your  shouldei-s :  now 
thtTtfore  serve  the  Lord  your  God, 
and  minister  unto  his  people  Israel, 
and  prepare  you  after  your  families 
and  kindreds, 

5  According  as  David  the  king  of 
Israel  prescribed,  and  according  to 
the  magnificence  of  Solomon  his 
son :  and  standing  iu  the  temple  ac- 
cording to  the  several  dignity  of  tlie 
families  of  you  the  Levite«,  who 
minister  in  the  presence  of  your 
brethren  the  children  of  Israel, 

6  Offer  the  passover  in  order,  and 
make  ready  the  sacrifices  for  your 
brethren,  and  keep  the  passover  ac- 
cording to  the  commandment  of  the 
Lord,  which  was  given  unto  Moses. 


7  And  unto  th§  people  that  was 
found  there  Josias  gave  thirty  thou- 
sand lambs  and  kids,  and  three  thou- 
sand calves:  these  things  were  given 
of  the  king's  allowance,  according 
as  he  promised,  to  the  people,  to  the 
priests,  and  to  the  Levit^^s. 

8  And  Helkias,  Zacharias,  and  Sy- 
elus,  the  governors  of  the  temple, 
gave  to  the  priests  for  the  psissover 
two  thousand  and  six  hundred  slieep, 
and  three  hundred  calves. 

9  And  Jeconias,  and  Samaias,  and 
Nathanael  his  brother,  and  Assabias, 
and  Ochiel,  and  Joram,  captains  over 
thousands,  gave  to  the  Levites  for 
the  passover  five  thousand  sheep, 
and  seven  hundred  ailves. 

10  AtkI  when  these  things  were 
done,  the  priests  and  Levites,  hav- 
ing the  unleavened  bread,  stood  in 
very  comely  order  according  to  the 
kindreds, 

11  And  according  to  the  several 
dignities  of  the  fathers,  before  the 
people,  to  offer  to  the  Lord,  as  it  w 
written  in  the  book  of  Moses :  and 
thus  did  they  in  the  morning. 

12  And  they  roasted  the  passover 
with  fire,  as  appertaineth :  as  for  the 
sacrifices,  they  sod  them  in  brass 
pots  and  pans  with  a  good  savour, 

13  And  set  them  before  all  the  peo- 
ple :  and  afterward  they  prepared 
for  themselves,  and  for  the  priests 
their  brethren,  the  sons  of  Aaron. 

14  For  the  priests  offered  the  fat 
until  night:  and  the  Levites  pre- 
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pared  for  themselves,  and  the  priests 
their  brethren,  the  sons  of  Aaron, 

15  The  holy  singers  also,  the  sons 
of  Asaph,  were  in  their  order,  ac- 
cording to  the  appointment  of  Da- 
vid, to  wit,  Asaph,  Zacharias,  and 
Jedufhun,  who  was  of  the  king's 
retinue. 

16  Moreover  the  porters  were  at 
every  gate ;  it  was  not  lawful  for 
any  to  go  from  'liis  ordinary  ser- 
vice :  for  their  brethren  the  Levites 
prepared  for  them. 

17  Thus  were  the  things  that  be- 
longed to  the  sacrifices  of  the  Lord 
accomplished  in  that  day,  that  they 
might  hold  the  passover, 

18  And  offer  sacrifices  upon  the 
altar  of  the  Lord,  according  to  the 
commandment  of  king  Josias. 

19  So  the  children  of  Israel  which 
were  present  held  the  passover  at 
that  time,  and  the  feast  of  sweet 
bread  seven  days. 

20  And  such  a  passover  was  not 
kept  in  Israel  since  the  time  of  the 
prophet  Samuel. 

21  Yea,  all  the  kings  of  Israel 
held  not  such  a  passover  as  Josias, 
and  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  and 
the  Jews,  held  with  all  Israel  that 
were  found  dwelling  at  Jenisalem. 

22  In  the  eighteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Josias  was  tins  passover 
kept. 

23  And  the  works  of  Josias  were 
upright  before  his  Lord  with  an 
Jicart  full  of  godliness. 

24  As  for  the  things  that  came  to 
pass  in  his  time,  they  were  written  in 
former  times,  concerning  those  that 
rfnned,  and  did  wickedly  against  the 
Lord  above  all  people  and  king- 
doms, and  how  they  grieved  him  ex- 
ceedingly, so  that  the  words  of  the 
Lord  rose  up  against  Israel. 

25  Now  after  all  these  acts  of  Jo- 
sias it  came  to  pass,  that  Pharaoh 


the  king  of  Egypt  came  to  raise  war 
at  Carchamis  upon  Euphrates :  and 
Josias  went  out  against  him. 

26  But  the  king  of  Egypt  sent  to 
him,  saying,  What  have  I  to  do 
with  thee,  0  king  of  Judea  ? 

27  I  am  not  sent  out  from  the 
Lord  God  against  thee ;  for  my  war 
is  upon  Euphrates:  and  now  the 
Lord  is  with  me,  yea,  the  Lord  is 
with  me  hasting  me  fonvard:  de- 
part from  me,  and  be  not  against 
the  Lord. 

28  Howbeit  Josias  did  not  turn 
back  his  chariot  from  him,  but  un- 
dertook to  fight  with  him,  not  re- 
garding the  words  of  the  prophet 
Jeremy  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  the 
Lord : 

29  But  joined  battle  with  hira 
in  the  plain  of  Magiddo,  and  tlie 
princes  came  against  king  Josias. 

30  Then  said  the  king  unto  his 
servants,  Cany  me  away  out  of  the 
battle ;  for  I  am  very  weak.  And 
immediately  his  servants  took  him 
away  out  of  the  battle. 

31  Then  gat  he  up  upon  his  second 
chariot;  and  being  brought  back  to 
Jerusalem  died,  and  was  buried  iu 
his  father's  sepulchre. 

82  And  in  all  Jewry  tliey  mourned 
for  Josias,  yea,  Jeremy  the  prophet 
lamented  for  Josias,  and  the  chief 
men  with  the  women  made  lamenta- 
tion for  him  unto  this  day :  and  tliis 
was  given  out  for  an  ordinance  to 
be  done  continually  in  all  the  na- 
tion of  Israel. 

33  These  things  are  written  in  the 
book  of  the  stories  of  tlie  kings  of 
Judali,  and  every  one  of  the  acts 
that  Josias  did,  and  his  glory,  and 
his  imderstanding  in  the  law  of  the 
Loid,  and  the  things  tliat  he  had 
done  before,  and  the  things  now  re- 
cited, are  reported  in  the  book  of 
the  kings  of  Israel  and  Judea. 
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34  And  the  people  took  Joacliaz 
tlie  son  of  Josias,  and  made   Jiim 

•  king  instead  of  Jasias  his  father, 
wlien  he  was  twenty  and  three  years 
old. 

35  And  he  reigned  in  Judea  and 
in  Jerusalem  tlirce  months :  and 
then  the  king  of  Eg^-pt  deposed 
him  from  reigning  in  Jerusalem. 

36  And  he  set  a  tax  upon  the  land 
of  an  hundred  talents  of  silver  and 
one  talent  of  gold. 

37  The  king  of  Egj-pt  also  made 
king  Joacim  his  hiother  king  of 
Judea  and  Jerusalem. 

38  And  he  boimd  Joacim  and  the 
nobles :  but  Zaraces  his  brother  he 
apprehended,  and  brought  him  out 
of  Egypt. 

39  Five  and  twenty  yeai-s  old  was 
Joacim  when  lie  was  made  king  in 
the  land  of  Judea  and  Jerusalem; 
and  he  did  evil  before  the  Lord. 

40  Wherefore  against  him  Nabu- 
chodonosor  the  king  of  Babylon 
came  up,  and  bound  him  with  a 
chain  of  brass,  and  carried  him  into 
Babylon. 

41  Nabuchodonosor  also  took  of 
the  holy  vessels  of  the  Lord,  and 
carried  them  away,  and  set  them  in  | 
his  own  temple  at  Babylon. 

42  But  those  things  that  are  re- 
corded of  him,  and  of  his  miclean- 
ness  and  impiety,  are  written  in  the 
chronicles  of  the  kings. 

43  And  Joacim  his  son  reigned  in 
his  stead :  he  was  made  king  being 
eighteen  years  old ; 

44  And  reigned  but  three  months 
and  ten  days  in  Jenisalem ;  and  did 
evil  before  the  Lord. 

45  So  after  a  year  Nabuchodono-or 
sent  and  caused  him  to  be  brought 
info  Babylon  with  the  holy  vessels 
of  the  Lord ; 

46  And  made  Zedechias  king  of 
Judea  and  Jerusalem,  when  he  was 


one  and  twenty  years  old ;  and  he 
reigned  eleven  yetrs : 

47  And  he  did  evil  also  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  and  cai  ed  not  for 
the  words  that  were  spoken  unto 
him  by  the  prophet  Jeremy  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Lord. 

48  And  after  that  king  Nabucho- 
donosor had  made  him  to  swear  by 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  he  forswore 
himself,  and  rebelled;  and  harden- 
ing his  neck,  and  his  heart,  he 
transgiessed  the  laws  of  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel. 

49  The  governors  also  of  the  peo- 
ple and  of  the  priests  did  many 
tilings  against  the  laws,  and  passed 
all  the  pollutions  of  all  nations,  and 
defiled  the  temple  of  the  Lord, 
which  was  sanctified  in  Jerusalem. 

60  Nevertheless  the  God  of  their 
fathers  sent  by  his  messenger  to 
call  them  back,  because  he  spared 
them  and  his  tabernacle  also. 

51  But  they  had  his  messengers  in 
derision;  and,  look,  when  the  Lord 
spake  unto  them,  they  made  a  ejiort 
of  his  prophets : 

52  So  far  forth,  that  he,  being 
wroth  with  his  people  for  their 
great  ungodliness,  commanded  the 
kings  of  the  Chaldees  to  come  uj) 
against  them ; 

53  Who  slew  their  young  men  with 
the  sword,  yea,  even  within  the  com- 
pass of  their  holy  temple,  and  spared 
neither  young  man  nor  maid,  old 
man  nor  child,  among  them ;  for  ho 
delivered  all  into  their  hand-s. 

64  And  they  took  all  the  holy 
vessels  of  the  Lord,  both  great  and 
small,  with  the  vessels  of  the  ark  of 
God,  and  the  king's  treasures,  and 
carried  them  away  into  Babylon. 

55  As  for  the  Louse  of  tlie  Lord, 
they  burnt  it,  and  brake  down  the 
walls  of  Jerusalem,  and  set  fire  up- 
on her  towers : 
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56  And  as  for  her  glorious  things, 
they  never  ceased  till  they  had  con- 
sumed and  brought  them  all  to 
nought :  and  the  people  that  were 
not  slain  with  the  swoixl  he  carried 
unto  Babylon : 

57  Who  became  servants  to  him 
and  his  children,  till  the  Persians 
reigned,  to  fulfil  the  word  of  the 
JiOi-d  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  Je- 
remy : 

58  Until  the  land  had  enjoyed  her 
sabbaths,  the  whole  time  of  her  de- 
solation shall  she  rest,  until  the  full 
term  of  seventy  years. 

CHAPTEK  II. 

1  Cyrns  is  mored  by  God  to  htiild  the  lempfe,  r> 
aiid  giveth  leave  to  the  Jens  to  return,  and 
conlribtite  lo  it.  11  He  diiU.crelh  again  the 
vessels  irhich  had  been  tnlen  thence.  25  Arta- 
xerxes  forbiddeth  the  Jeus  to  build  any  more. 

IN  the  first  year  of  Cyrus  king  of 
the  Persians,  that  the  word  of 
tije  Lord  might  be  accomplished, 
that  lie  had  promised  by  the  mouth 
of  Jeremy ; 

2  The  Lord  raised  up  the  spirit  of 
Cyrus  the  king  of  the  Persians,  and 
he  made  proclamation  through  all 
his  kingdom,  and  also  by  writing, 

3  Saying,  Thus  saith  Cyrus  king 
of  the  Persians;  The  Lord  of  Israel, 
the  most  high  Lord,  hath  made  me 
king  of  the  whole  world, 

4  And  commanded  me  to  build  him 
an  house  at  Jerusalem  in  Jewry. 

5  If  therefore  there  be  any  of  you 
that  are  of  his  people,  let  the  Lord, 
even  his  Lord,  be  with  him,  and  let 
him  go  up  to  Jerusalem  that  is  in 
Judea,  and  build  the  house  of  the 
liord  of  Israel :  for  he  is  the  Lord 
tliat  dwelleth  in  Jerusalem. 

6  Whosoever  then  dwell  tn  the 
places  about,  let  them  help  him, 
those,  I  say,  that  are  his  neigh- 
bours, with  gold,  and  with  silver, 

7  With  gilts,  with  horses,  and  with 
cattle,  and  other  things,  which  have 


been  set  forth  by  vow,  for  the  tem- 
ple of  the  Lord  at  Jerusalem. 

8  It  Then  the  chief  of  the  families « 
of  Judea  and  of  the  tribe  of  Benja- 
min stood  up;  the  priests  also,  and 
the  Levites,  and  all  they  whose 
mind  the  Lord  had  m'oved  to  go 
up,  and  to  build  an  house  for  the 
Lord  at  Jerusalem, 

9  And  they  tliat  dwelt  round  about 
them,  and  helped  them  in  all  things 
with  silver  and  gold,  with  horses 
and  cattle,  and  with  very  many  free 
gifts  of  a  great  number  whose  minds 
were  stiiTcd  up  thereto. 

10  King  Cyrus  also  broxig'ht  forth 
the  holy  vessels,  which  Nabuchodo- 
nosor  had  carried  away  .from  Jeru- 
salem, and  had  set  up  in  his  temple 
of  idols. 

11  Now  when  Cyrus  king  of  the 
Persians  had  brought  them  forth, 
he  delivereel  them  to  Mithridates 
his  treasurer : 

12  And  by  him  they  were  deli- 
vered to  Sanabassar  the  governor  of 
Judea. 

13  And  this  was  tlio  number  of 
them ;  A  thousand  golden  cups,  and 
a  thousand  of  silver,  censers  of  sil- 
ver twenty  nine,  vials  of  gold  thirty, 
and  of  silver  two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  ten,  and  a  thousand  other 
vessels. 

14  So  all  the  vessels  of  gold  and 
of  silver,  which  were  carried  away, 
were  five  thousand  four  hmidred 
threescore  and  nine. 

15  These  were  brought  back  by 
Sanabassar,  together  with  them  of 
the  captivity,  from  Babylcm  to  Je- 
rusalem. 

16  But  in  the  time  of  Artaxerxes 
king  of  the  Persians  P>elemus,  and 
Mithridates,  and  Tabellius,  and  Ea- 
thumus,  and  Beeltethmus,  and  Se- 
mellius  the  secretary,  with  others 
that  were  in  commission  with  them, 
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dwelling  in  Samaria  and  other 
places,  wTote  unto  him  against  them 
that  dwelt  in  Judasa  and  Jerusalem 
tliese  letters  following ; 

17  To  king  Artaxerxes  our  lord, 
Thy  servants,  Eathiunus  the  storj'- 
wiiter,  and  Semellius  the  scribe, 
and  the  rest  of  their  council,  and 
the  judges  that  are  in  Celosyria  and 
Phenice. 

18  Be  it  now  known  to  the  lord 
the  king,  that  the  Jews  that  are 
come  up  from  you  to  us,  being  come 
into  Jerasalem,  that  rebellious  and 
wicked  city,  do  build  the  market- 
places, and  repair  the  walls  of  it, 
and  do  lay  the  fomidadon  of  the 
temple. 

19  Now  if  this  city  and  the  walls 
thereof  be  made  up  again,  they  will 
not  only  refuse  to  give  tribute,  but 
also  rebel  against  kings. 

20  And  forasmuch  as  the  things 
pertaining  to  the  temple  are  now 
in  hand,  we  think  it  meet  not  to 
neglect  such  a  matter, 

21  But  to  speak  unto  our  lord  the 
king,  to  the  intent  that,  if  it  be  thy 
pleasure,  it  may  be  sought  out  in 
the  books  of  thy  fathers  : 

22  And  thou  shalt  find  in  the 
chronicles  what  is  wiitten  concern- 
ing these  things,  and  shalt  under- 
stand tliat  that  city  was  rebellious, 
troubling  both  kings  and  cities: 

23  And  that  the  Jews  were  re- 
l>elliou8,  and  raised  always  wars 
therein;  for  the  which  cause  even 
this  city  was  made  desolate. 

24  Wherefore  now  we  do  declare 
unto  thee,  0  lord  the  king,  tliat  if 
this  city  be  built  again,  and  the 
walls  thereof  set  up  anew,  thou 
shalt  from  henceforth  have  no  pas- 
sage into  Celosjria  and  Phenice. 

25  Then  the  king  wTOte  back  a- 
gain  to  Eathumus  the  6tory\mter, 
to  Beeltethmus,   to  Semellius  the 


scribe,  and  to  the  rest  that  were  in 
commission,  and  dwellers  in  Sama- 
ria and  Syria  and  Phenice,  afttr 
this  manner; 

26  I  have  read  the  epistle  which 
ye  have  sent  unto  me :  therefore  I 
conunanded  to  make  diligent  search, 
and  it  hath  been  found  that  that 
city  was  from  the  beginning  prac- 
tLsing  agauist  kings ; 

27  And  the  men  therein  were 
given  to  rebellion  and  war :  and 
that  mighty  kings  and  fierce  were 
in  Jerusalem,  who  reigned  and  ex- 
acted tributes  in  CeloKjTia  and  Phe- 
nice. 

28  Now  therefore  I  have  com- 
manded to  hinder  those  men  from 
building  the  city,  and  heed  to  be 
taken  that  there  be  no  more  done 
in  it; 

29  And  that  those  ^vicked  workers 
proceed  no  further  to  the  annoy- 
ance of  kings. 

30  Then  king  Artaxerxes  his  let- 
ters being  read,  Eathumus,  and  St- 
mellias  the  scribe,  and  the  rest  that 
were  in  commission  with  them,  re- 
moving in  haste  toward  Jerusalem 
with  a  troop  of  horsemen  and  a 
multitude  of  people  in  battle  array, 
began  to  hinder  the  builders;  and 
the  buildhig  of  the  temple  in  Je- 
rusalem ceased  until  the  second 
year  of  the  reign  of  Darius  king  of 
the  Persians. 

CHAPTER  III. 

1  Three  tlrive  to  ercfl  e^ich  other  in  trift 
tpeechet.  9  Viet/  refer  themtelret  to  the  judy- 
ttieiU  of  the  ling.  18  The  Jirtt  declareth  the 
ttrength  <^  vriiie. 

NOW  when  Darins  reigned,  he 
made  a  great  feast  unto  all  his 
subjects,  and  unto  all  his  house- 
hold, and  unto  all  the  princes  of 
Media  and  Per.-ia, 

2  And  to  all  the  governors  and 
captains  and  lieutenants  that  were 
under  him,  from  India  unto  Ethiofiia, 
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of  an   hundred  twenty  and  seven 
l)rovinces. 

3  And  when  they  had  eaten  and 
drunken,  and  being  satisfied  were 
gone  liome,  then  Darius  the  king 
went  into  his  bedchamber,  and 
slept,  and  scon  after  awaked. 

4  Then  three  young  men,  that 
were  of  the  guard  that  kept  the 
king's  body,  spake  one  to  another; 

5  Let  every  one  of  us  speak  a  sen- 
tence :  he  that  sliall  overcome,  and 
whoso  sentence  shall  seetn  wiser 
tlian  the  others,  unto  him  shall  the 
king  Darius  give  great  gifts,  and 
great  things  in  token  of  victory : 

6  As,  to  be  clothed  in  purple,  to 
drink  in  gold,  and  to  sleep  upon 
gold,  and  a  chariot  with  bridles  of 
gold,  and  an  headtire  of  fine  linen, 
and  a  chain  about  his  neck : 

7  And  lie  shall  sit  next  to  Darius 
because  of  his  wisdom,  and  shall  be 
called  Darius  his  cousin. 

8  And  then  every  one  wrote  his 
sentence,  sealed  it,  and  laid  it  under 
king  Darius  his  pillow ; 

9  And  said  tliat,  when  the  king  is 
risen,  some  will  give  him  the  writ- 
ings ;  and  of  whose  side  the  king 
and  the  three  princes  of  Persia 
shall  judge  that  his  sentence  is  the 
wisest,  to  liim  shall  the  victoiy  be 
given,  as  was  appointed. 

10  The  first  wrote.  Wine  is  the 
strongest. 

11  The  second  wote.  The  king 
is  strongest. 

12  The  third  wrote.  Women  are 
strongest:  but  above  all  things 
Truth  beareth  away  llie  victory. 

13  If  Now  when  the  king  was 
risen  up,  they  took  their  writings, 
and  delivered  them  unto  him,  and 
so  he  read  them : 

14  And  sending  forth  he  called 
all  the  princes  of  Persia  and  Media, 
and  the  governors,  and  the  captains, 


and  the  lieutenants,  and  the  chief 
oflicers ; 

15  And  sat  him  down  in  the  royal 
seat  of  judgment ;  and  the  writings 
were  read  before  them. 

16  And  he  said.  Call  the  young 
men,  and  they  sliall  declare  their 
own  sentences.  So  tliey  were  call- 
ed, and  came  in. 

17  And  he  said  unto  them.  De- 
clare unto  us  your  mind  concerning 
the  writings.  Then  began  tlie  first, 
who  had  spoken  of  the  strength  of 
wine ; 

18  And  he  said  thus,  0  ye  men, 
how  exceeding  strong  is  wine !  it 
causeth  all  men  to  err  that  driuk 
it: 

19  It  maketh  the  mind  of  tlie  king 
and  of  the  fatherless  child  to  be  all 
one ;  of  tJie  bondman  and  of  the 
freeman,  of  tlie  poor  man  and  of  the 
licli : 

20  It  turneth  also  every  thought 
mto  jollity  and  mirth,  so  that  a 
man  remembereth  neither  sorrow 
nor  debt: 

21  And  it  maketh  every  heart 
rich,  so  that  a  man  remembereth 
neither  king  nor  governor;  and  it 
maketh  to  speak  all  things  by  fci- 
lents : 

22  And  when  they  are  in  their 
cups,  they  forget  their  love  both  to 
friends  and  bretliren,  and  a  little 
after  draw  out  swords : 

23  But  when  they  are  from  the 
wine,  they  remember  not  what  they 
have  done. 

24  0  ye  men,  is  not  wine  the 
strongest,  that  enforceth  to  do  thus  i 
And  when  he  had  so  spoken,  ho 
held  his  peace. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

1  The  second  declarelh  the  power  of  a  Icing.  13 
17ie  third  the  force  of  tcomen,  33  and  of  truth. 
41  The  third  is  judged  to  be  irisest,  47  and  ob- 
tnineth  letters  of  the  king  to  build  JerumUm. 
68  He  praisefh  God,  and  ilieweth  hit  breHtren 
what  lie  had  doue. 
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THEN  the  second,  that  had  spo- 
ken of  the  strength  of  the  king, 
began  to  say, 

2  0  ye  men,  do  not  men  excel  in 
strength,  that  bear  rule  over  sea  and 
land,  and  all  things  in  them? 

3  But  yet  the  king  is  more  migh- 
ty :  for  he  is  lord  of  all  these  things, 
and  hath  dominion  over  them ;  and 
whatsoever  he  commandeth  tJiem 
they  do. 

4  If  he  bid  them  make  war  the 
one  against  the  other,  they  do  it: 
if  he  send  them  out  against  the 
enemies,  they  go,  and  break  do\Mi 
mountains,  walls,  and  towers. 

5  They  slay  and  are  slain,  and 
transgress  not  the  king's  <'ommand- 
nient:  if  they  get  the  victory,  tliey 
biiiig  all  to  the  king,  as  well  the 
spoil,  as  all  things  else. 

6  Likewise  for  those  that  are  no 
soldiers,  and  have  not  to  do  with 
wars,  but  use  husbandry,  when  they 
have  reaped  again  that  which  they 
had  sown,  they  bring  it  to  the  king, 
find  compel  one  another  to  pay  tri- 
bute unto  the  king. 

7  And  yet  he  is  but  one  man  :  if 
he  command  to  kill,  they  kill ;  if 
lie  command  to  spare,  they  spare ; 

8  If  he  command  to  smite,  they 
smite ;  if  he  command  to  make  de- 
solate, they  make  desolate;  if  he 
command  to  build,  they  build; 

9  If  he  command  to  cut  down, 
they  cut  down ;  if  he  command  to 
plant,  they  plant. 

10  So  all  his  people  and  his  ar- 
mies obey  him :  furthermore  he 
lieth  down,  he  eateth  and  drinketh, 
and  taketh  liis  rest : 

11  And  these  keep  watch  round 
alx)ut  him,  neither  may  any  one 
depart,  and  do  his  own  business, 
neither  disobey  they  him  in  any 
thing. 

12  0  ye  men,  how  should  not  the 


king  be  mightiest,  when  in  sucli 
sort  he  is  obeyed?  And  he  held 
his  tongue. 

13  It  Then  the  third,  who  had  spo- 
ken of  women,  and  of  the  truth, 
(this  was  Zorobabel)  began  to  speak. 

14  0  ye  men,  it  is  not  the  great 
king,  nor  the  multitude  of  men, 
neither  is  it  wine,  that  excelleth ; 
who  is  it  then  that  ruleth  them,  or 
liath  the  lordship  over  them  ?  are 
tliey  not  women  ? 

15  Women  have  borne  the  king 
and  all  the  people  that  bear  rule 
by  sea  and  land. 

16  Even  of  them  came  they:  and 
they  nourished  them  up  that  plant- 
ed tiie  vineyards,  from  whence  the 
wine  cometh. 

17  These  also  make  garments  for 
men ;  these  bring  glory  unto  men ; 
and  without  women  cannot  men  be. 

18  Yea,  and  if  men  have  gathered 
together  gold  and  silver,  or  any 
other  goodly  tiling,  do  they  not  love 
a  woman  which  is  comely  in  favour 
and  beauty  % 

19  And  letting  all  those  things 
go,  do  they  hot  gape,  and  even  with 
open  mouth  fix  their  eyes  fast  on 
her ;  and  have  not  all  men  more 
desire  unto  her  thaoi  unto  silver 
or  gold,  or  any  goodly  thing  what- 
soever ? 

20  A  man  leaveth  his  own  father 
that  brought  him  up,  and  his  own 
country,  and  cleavetli  unto  his  wife. 

21  He  sticketh  not  to  spend  his  life 
with  his  wife,  and  remembereth  nei- 
ther father,  nor  mother,  nor  country. 

22  By  this  also  ye  must  know  that 
women  have  dominion  over  you :  do 
ye  not  labour  and  toil,  and  give  and 
bring  all  to  the  woman  1 

23  Yea,  a  man  taketh  his  sword, 
and  goeth  his  way  to  rob  and  to 
steal,  to  sail  upon  the  sea  and  upon 
rivers ; 
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24  And  looketh  upon  a  lion,  and 
goeth  in  the  darkness;  and  when 
he  hath  stolen,  spoiled,  and  robbed, 
te  bringeth  it  to  his  love. 

25  Wherefore  a  man  loveth  his 
vife  better  than  father  or  mother. 

26  Yea,  many  there  be  that  have 
run  out  of  their  wits  for  Women,  and 
become  servants  for  their  sakes. 

27  Many  also  have  perished,  have 
erred,  and  sinned,  for  women. 

28  And  now  do  ye  not  believe 
nie?  is  not  the  king  great  in  his 
power?  do  not  all  regions  fear  to 
touch  him? 

29  Yet  did  I  see  him  and  Apame 
the  king's  concubine,  the  daughter 
of  the  admirable  Bartacas,  sitting  at 
the  right  hand  of  the  king, 

30  And  taking  the  crown  from  the 
king's  head,  and  setting  it  upon  her 
own  head ;  she  also  struck  the  king 
witli  her  left  hand. 

31  And  yet  for  all  this  the  king 
gaped  and  gazed  upon  her  witli 
open  jnouth :  if  she  laughed  upon 
liim,  lie  laughed  also:  but  if  she 
took  any  displeasure  at  him,  the 
king  was  fain  to  flatter,  that  she 
might  be  reconciled  to  him  again. 

32  0  ye  men,  how  can  it  be  but 
women  should  bo  sti-ong,  seeing 
Ihey  do  thus  1 

33  Tlien  the  king  and  the  princes 
looked  one  wyyoa.  another:  so  he 
began  to  speak  of  the  truth. 

34  0  ye  men,  are  not  women 
strong?  gieat  is  the  earth,  high  is 
the  heaven-,  swift  is  the  sun  in  his 
course,  for  he  compasseth  the  hear 
vens  round  about,  and  fetcheth  his 
course  again  to  his  own  place  in 
one  day. 

35  Is  he  not  great  that  maketh 
these  things  ?  therefore  great  is  the 
truth,  and  stronger  than  all  things. 

36  All  the  earth  calleth  upon  the 
tiuth,  and  the  heaven  blesseth  it : 


all  works  shake  and  tremble  at  it, 
and  with  it  is  no  uniighteous  thing. 

37  ^\ine  is  wicked,  tlie  king  is 
wicked,  women  are  wicked,  all  the 
children  of  men  are  wicked,  and 
sucli  are  all  their  wicked  works ; 
and  there  is  no  truth  in  them;  in 
their  unrighteousness  also  they  shall 
perisli. 

38  As  for  the  truth,  it  endureth, 
and  is  always  strong ;  it  liveth  and 
conquereth  for  eveiTnore. 

39  AVith  her  theie  is  no  accept- 
ing of  persons  or  rewards  ;  but  she 
doeth  the  things  that  are  just,  and 
refraineth  from  all  unjust  and  kick- 
ed things;  and  all  men  do  well  like 
of  her  works. 

40  Neither  in  her  judgment  is 
any  unrighteouaiess ;  and  she  is  the 
strength,  kingdom,  ]X)wer,  and  ma- 
jesty, of  all  ages.  Blessed  be  the 
God  of  truth. 

41  And  with  that  he  held  liis 
peace.  And  all  tlie  people  then 
sliouted,  and  said,  Gr&it  is  Trutli, 
and  mighty  above  all  things. 

42  Then  said  the  king  unto  him, 
Ask  what  thou  wilt  more  than  is  &\i- 
pointed  in  the  writing,  and  we  will 
give  it  thee,  because  tl)ou  art  found 
wisest ;  and  thou  shalt  sit  next  me, 
and  shalt  be  called  my  cousin. 

43  Then  said  he  unto  the  king, 
Eemember  thy  vow,  wliich  thon 
hast  vowed  to  build  Jerusalem,  in 
tlie  day  when  thou  camest  to  thy 
kingdom, 

44  And  to  send  away  all  the  ves- 
sels tliat  were  taken  away  out  of 
Jenisalem,  which  Cjtus  set  apart, 
when  he  vowed  to  destroy  Babylon, 
and  to  send  them  again  thither. 

46  Thou  also  hast  vowed  to  build 
up  the  temple,  wliich  the  Edomites 
burned  when  judea  was  made  deso- 
late by  tlie  Chaldees. 

46  And  now,  0  lord  the  king,  this 
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is  tliat  ■which  I  require,  and  which 
I  desire  of  thee,  and  this  is  the 
princely  liberality  proceeding  from 
thyself:  I  desire  therefore  that  thou 
make  good  the  vow,  the  perform- 
ance whereof  with  thine  own  mouth 
thou  hast  vowed  to  the  King  of 
lieaven. 

47  llien  Darius  the  king  stood 
up,  and  kissed  him,  and  -wTote  let- 
ter for  him  unto  all  the  treasurers 
and  lieutenants  and  captains  and 
governors,  that  they  should  safely 
convey  on  their  way  botli  him,  and 
all  those  that  go  up  with  him  to 
build  Jerusalem. 

48  He  wrote  letters  also  unto  the 
lieutenants  that  were  in  Celosyria 
and  Phenice,  and  unto  them  in  Li- 
banus,  that  they  should  bring  cedar 
wood  from  Libanus  unto  Jerusalem, 
and  tliat  they  should  build  the  city 
with  him. 

49  Moreover  he  wi-ote  for  all  the 
Jews  that  went  out  of  his  realm  up 
into  Jewry,  concerning  tlieir  free- 
dom, that  no  officer,  no  ruler,  no 
lieutenant,  nor  treasurer,  should  for- 
cibly enter  into  their  doors; 

50  And  that  all  the  country  which 
tliey  hold  should  be  free  without  tri- 
bute; and  that  the  Edomites  should 
give  over  tlie  villages  of  the  Jews 
which  then  they  held: 

51  Yea,  that  there  should  be 
yearly  given  twenty  talents  to  the 
building  of  the  temple,  until  the 
time  that  it  were  built; 

52  And  other  ten  talents  yearly,  to 
maintain  the  burnt  offerings  upon 
the  altar  every  day,  as  they  had  a 
commandment  to  offer  seventeen  : 

53  And  that  all  tliey  that  went 
from  Babylon  to  build  the  city 
should  have  free  liberty,  as  well 
they  as  their  posterity,  and  all  the 
priests  that  went  away. 

64  He  wrote  also  concerning  the 


charges,  and  the  priests'  vestments 
wherein  they  minister ; 

55  And  likewise  for  the  charges  of 
the  Levites,  to  be  given  them  until 
the  day  that  the  house  Avere  finish- 
ed, and  Jerusalem  builded  up. 

56  And  he  commanded  to  give  to 
all  that  kept  the  city  pensions  and 
wages. 

67  He  sent  away  also  all  the  ves- 
sels from  Babylon,  that  Cyriis  Iiad 
set  apart ;  and  all  that  Cjtus  had 
given  in  commandment,  the  same 
charged  he  also  to  be  done,  and 
sent  unto  Jerusalem. 

58  Now  when  this  young  man  was 
gone  forth,  he  lifted  up  his  fa<-e 
to  heaven  toward  Jerusalem,  and 
praised  the  King  of  heaven, 

59  And  said,  From  thee  cometh 
victory,  from  thee  cometh  wisdom, 
and  thine  is  the  gloiy,  and  I  am 
thy  servant. 

60  Blessed  art  thou,  who  haM 
given  me  wisdom:  for  to  thee  I 
give  thanks,  0  Lord  of  our  fathers. 

61  And  so  he  took  the  letters,  and 
went  out,  and  came  unto  Babylon, 
and  told  it  all  his  brethren. 

62  And  they  praised  the  God  of 
their  fathers,  because  he  had  given 
them  freedom  and  liberty 

63  To  go  up,  and  to  build  Jerusa- 
lem, and  the  temple  which  is  called 
by  his  name :  and  they  feasted  with 
instruments  of  musick  and  gladness 
seven  days. 

CHAPTER  V. 

1  The  names  and  iivmber  of  the  Jetm  that  re- 
turned home.  60  2Vie  altar  is  set  tip  in.  his 
place.  57  The  foundation  of  the  temple  is  laid. 
73  27/e  work  is  hindered  for  a  time. 

AFTEE  this  were  the  principal 
men  of  the  families  chosen  ac- 
cording to  their  tribes,  to  go  up  with 
their  wives  and  sons  and  daughters, 
with  their  menservants  and  maid- 
servants, and  their  cattle. 
2  And  Darius  sent  with  them  a 
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thousand  horsemen,  till  they  had 
brought  thtm  back  to  Jerusalem 
safely,  and  with  musical  £instru- 
ments]  tablets  and  flutes. 

3  And  all  their  brethren  played, 
and  he  made  them  go  up  together 
with  them. 

4  And  these  are  th«  names  of  the 
men  which  went  up,  according  to 
their  families  among  their  tribes, 
after  their  several  heads. 

5  The  priests,  the  sons  of  Phinees 
the  son  of  Aaron :  Jesus  the  son 
of  Josedec,  the  son  of  Saraias,  and 
Joacim  the  son  of  Zorobabel,  the 
son  of  Salatliiel,  of  the  house  of  Da- 
vid, out  of  the  kindred  of  Phares, 
of  the  tribe  of  Judah ; 

6  Who  spake  wise  sentences  before 
Darius  the  king  of  Persia  in  the  se- 
cond year  of  his  reign,  in  the  month 
Nisan,  which  is  the  iirst  month. 

7  And  these  are  they  of  Jewry  tiiat 
came  up  from  the  captivity,  where 
they  dwelt  as  strangers,  whom  Na- 
buchodonosor  the  king  of  Babylon 
had  carried  away  unto  Babylon. 

8  And  they  returned  unto  Jeru- 
salem, and  to  the  other  parts  of 
Jewry,  every  man  to  his  own  city, 
who  came  with  Zorobabel,  with 
Jesus,  Nehemias,  and  Zacharias, 
and  Eeesaias,  Enenius,  Mardoche- 
us,  Beelsarus,  Aspharasus,  Reelius, 
Eoimus,  and  Baana,  their  guides. 

9  The  niunber  of  them  of  the  na- 
tion, and  their  governors,  sons  of 
Phoros,  two  tliousaiid  an  hundred 
seventy  and  two ;  the  sons  of  Saphat, 
four  hundred  seventy  and  two : 

10  The  sons  of  Ares,  seven  hun- 
dred fifty  and  six: 

11  Tiie  sons  of  Phaath  Moab,  two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve : 

12  The  sons  of  Elam,  a  thousand 
two  hundred  fifty  and  four :  the 
sons  of  Zathui,  nine  liundred  forty 
and  five :  the  sons  of  Corbe,  seven 
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hundred  and  five:  the  sons  of  Bani, 
six  hundred  forty  and  eight : 

13  The  sons  of  Bebai,  six  hun- 
dred twenty  and  three :  the  eons  of 
Sadas,  three  thousand  two  hundred 
twenty  and  two : 

14  The  sons  of  Adonikam,  six 
hundred  sixty  and  seven :  the  sons 
of  Bagoi,  two  thousand  sixty  and 
six :  the  sons  of  Adin,  foui'  hundred 
fifty  and  fom- : 

15  The  sons  of  Aterezias,  ninety 


and  two :  tlie  sons  of  Ceilan  and 
Azetas,  threescore  and  seven  :  the 
sons  of  Azuran,  four  hundred  thirty 
and  two : 

16  The  sons  of  Ananias,  an  hun- 
dred and  one :  the  sons  of  Arora, 
thirty  two :  and  the  sons  of  Bassa, 
three  hundred  twenty  and  three: 
the  sons  of  Azephurith,  an  hundred 
and  two : 

17  The  sons  of  Meterus,  three 
thousand  and  five :  tlie  sons  of 
Bethlomon,  an  hundred  twenty  and 
tliree : 

18  They  of  Netophab,  fifty  and 
five :  they  of  Anathoth,  an  hundred 
fifty  and  eight :  they  of  Bethsamos, 
forty  and  two : 

19  They  of  Kiriathiarius,  twenty 
and  five :  they  of  Caphira  and  Be- 
roth,  seven  hundred  forty  and  three : 
they  of  Pira,  seven  hundred : 

20  Thfiy  of  Chadias  and  Ammidoi, 
four  hundred  twenty  and  two :  tliey 
of  Cirama  and  Gabdes,  six  hundred 
twenty  and  one : 

21  They  of  Macalon,  an  hundred 
twenty  and  two :  they  of  Betolius, 
fifty  and  two :  the  sons  of  Nephis, 
an  hundred  fifty  and  six  : 

22  The  sons  of  Calamolalus  and 
Onus,  seven  hundred  twenty  and 
five :  the  sons  of  Jerechus,  two  hun- 
dred forty  and  five : 

23  The  sons  of  Annaas,  three  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  thirty. 
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24;  The  priests:  the  sons  of  Jeddu, 
the  son  of  Jesus,  among  the  sons  of 
Sanasib,  nine  hundred  seventy  and 
two :  the  sons  of  Meruth,  a  thou- 
sand fifty  and  two : 

25  The  sons  of  Phassaron,  a  thou- 
sand forty  and  seven :  the  sons  of 
Carnie,  a  thousand  and  seventeen. 

26  The  Levites :  the  sons  of  Jes- 
Kue,  and  Cadmiel,  and  Banuas,  and 
Sudias,  seventy  and  four. 

27  Tlie  holy  singers :  the  sons 
of  Asaph,  an  hundred  twenty  and 
eiglit^ 

28  The  porters:  the  sons  of  Salum, 
the  sons  of  Jatal,  the  sons  of  Tal- 
mon,  the  sons  of  Dacobi,  the  sons 
of  Teta,  the  sons  of  Saini,  in  all  an 
hundred  thirty  and  nine. 

29  The  servants  of  tlie  temple : 
tlie  sons  of  Esau,  the  sons  of  Asi- 
pha,  the  sons  of  Tabaoth,  the  sons 
of  Ceras,  the  sons  of  Sud,  the  sons 
of  Phaleas,  the  sons  of  Labana,  tiie 
sons  of  Graba, 

30  The  sons  of  Acua,  the  sons  of 
L'ta,  the  sons  of  Cetab,  the  sons  of 
Agaba,  the  sons  of  Subai,  the  sons 
of  Anan,  the  sons  of  Cathua,  the 
sons  of  Geddur, 

31  The  sous  of  Airus,  the  sons  of 
Daisan,  tlie  sons  of  Noeba,  the  sons 
of  Chaseba,  the  sons  of  Gazera,  the 
sons  of  Azia,  the  sons  of  Phinees, 
the  sons  of  Azara,  the  sons  of  Bastai, 
the  sons  of  Asana,  the  sons  of  Me- 
ani,  the  sons  of  Najjhisi,  the  sons  of 
Acub,  the  sons  of  Acipha,  the  sons 
of  Assur,  the  sons  of  Pharacim,  the 
sons  of  Basaloth, 

32  The  sons  of  Meeda,  the  sons  of 
Coutha,  the  sons  of  Charea,  the  sons 
of  Charcus,  the  sons  of  Aserer,  the 
sons  of  Thomoi,  the  sous  of  Nasith, 
the  sons  of  Atiplia. 

33  The  sons  of  the  servants  of  So- 
lomon :  the  sons  of  Azaphion,  the 
sons  of  Pharira,  the  sona  of  Jeeli, 


tlie  sons  of  Lozon,  the  sons  of  Is- 
dael,  the  sons  of  Saplieth, 

34  The  sons  of  Hagia,  the  sons 
of  Phacaretli,  tlie  sons  of  Sabi,  the 
sons  of  Sarothie,  the  sons  of  Ma- 
sias,  the  sons  of  Gar,  the  sons  of 
Addus,  the  sons  of  Suba,  tlie  sons 
of  Apherra,  the  sons  of  Barodis, 
the  sons  of  Sabat,  the  sons  of  Al- 
lom. 

35  All  the  ministers  of  the  temple, 
and  the  sons  of  the  servants  of  So- 
lomon, were  three  hundred  seventy 
and  two. 

36  These  came  up  from  Tlierme- 
leth  and  Tlielersas,  Charaatlialar 
leading  them,  and  Aalar; 

37  Neither  could  they  shew  their 
families,  nor  their  stock,  how  they 
were  of  Israel :  the  sons  of  Ladan, 
the  son  of  Ban,  the  sons  of  Neco- 
dan,  six  hundred  fifty  and  two. 

38  And  of  the  priests  that  usurped 
the  olBce  of  the  priesthood,  and 
were  not  found:  the  sons  of  Ob- 
dia,  the  sons  of  Accoz,  the  sons  of 
Addus,  who  married  Augia  one  of 
the  daughters  of  Berzelus,  and  was 
named  after  his  name. 

39  And  when  the  description  of  the 
kindred  of  these  men  was  sought  in 
the  register,  and  was  not  found,  they 
were  removed  iram  executii)g  the 
office  of  the  priestlniod : 

40  For  unto  them  said  Nehemias 
and  AtharJas,  that  they  should  not 
be  partakers  of  the  holy  things,  till 
there  arose  up  an  high  jiriest  clotli- 
ed  with  docfrine  and  truth. 

41  So  of  Israel,  from  them  of 
twelve  years  old  and  upward,  they 
were  all  in  number  forty  thousiind, 
beside  menservants  and  womenstr- 
vants  two  thousand  three  hundred 
and  sixty. 

42  Their  menservants  and  hand- 
maids were  seven  thou&tnd  tliree 
hundred  forty  and  seven  :  the  sing- 


Apocrypha. 


I.  ESDRAS,  V. 


Apocrypluu 


ing  men  and  singing  women,  two 
hundred  forty  and  five : 

43  Four  hundred  thirty  and  five 
camels,  seven  thousand  thirty  and 
six  horses,  two  hundred  forty  and 
five  mules,  five  thousand  five  hun- 
dred twenty  and  five  beasts  used 
to  the  yoke. 

44  And  certain  of  the  chief  of 
their  families,  when  they  came  to 
the  temple  of  God  that  is  in  Jeru- 
salem, vowed  to  set  up  the  house 
again  in  his  own  place  according  to 
their  ability, 

45  And  to  give  into  the  holy  trea- 
sury of  the  works  a  thousand  pounds 
of  gold,  five  thousand  of  silver,  and 
an  hundred  priestly  vestments. 

46  And  so  dwelt  the  priests  and 
the  Levites  and  the  people  in  Je- 
rusalem, and  in  the  country,  the 
singers  also  and  the  porters ;  and 
all  Israel  in  their  villages. 

47  But  when  the  seventh  month 
was  at  hand,  and  when  the  children 
of  Israel  were  every  man  in  his  owa 
place,  they  came  all  together  with 
one  consent  into  tlie  open  place  of 
the  first  gate  which  is  towaixi  the 
east. 

48  Then  stood  up  Jesus  the  son  of 
Josedec,  and  his  brethren  the  priests, 
and  Zorobabel  the  son  of  Salathiel, 
and  his  brethren,  and  made  ready 
the  altar  of  the  God  of  Israel, 

49  To  offer  burnt  sacrifices  upon 
it,  according  as  it  is  expressly  com- 
manded in  the  book  of  Moses  the 
man  of  God. 

50  And  there  were  gathered  unto 
them  out  of  the  other  nations  of  the 
land,  and  they  erected  the  altar  up- 
on his  own  place,  because  all  the 
nations  of  the  land  were  at  enmity 
with  them,  and  oppressed  them ;  and 
they  offered  sacrifices  according  to 
the  time,  and  burnt  offerings  to  the 
Lord  both  morning  and  evening. 


51  Also  they  held  the  feast  of  ta- 
bernacles, as  it  is  commanded  in 
the  law,  and  offered  sacrifices  daily, 
as  was  meet: 

52  And  after  that,  the  continnal 
oblations,  and  the  sacrifice  of  the 
sabbaths,  and  of  the  new  moons, 
and  of  all  holy  feasts. 

53  And  all  they  that  l)ad  made 
any  vow  to  God  began  to  offer  sacri- 
fices to  God  from  the  first  day  of  the 
seventh  month,  although  the  temple 
of  the  Lord  was  not  yet  built. 

54  And  they  gave  unto  the  masons 
and  carpenters  money,  meat,  and 
di'ink,  with  cheerfulness. 

55  Unto  them  of  Zidon  also  and 
Tyre  they  gave  can-s,  that  tliey 
should  bring  cedar  trees  from  Li- 
banus,  which  should  be  brought  by 
floats  to  the  haven  of  Joppe,  accord- 
ing as  it  was  commanded  them  by 
Cyrus  king  of  the  Persians. 

66  And  in  the  second  year  and  se- 
cond month  after  his  coming  to  tlie 
temple  of  God  at  Jerusalem  began 
Zorobabel  the  son  of  Salathiel,  and 
Jesus  the  son  of  Josedec,  and  tlieir 
brethren,  and  the  priests,  and  the 
Levites,  and  all  tliey  that  were 
come  unto  Jerusalem  out  of  the 
captivity : 

57  And  they  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  house  of  God  in  the  first  day 
of  the  second  month,  in  the  second 
year  after  they  were  come  to  Jewry 
and  Jerusalem. 

58  And  they  appointed  the  Le- 
vites from  twenty  years  old  over  the 
works  of  tlie  Lord.  Then  feix)od  up 
Jesus,  and  his  sons  and  brethren, 
and  Cadmiel  his  brother,  and  the 
sons  of  Madiabun,  with  the  sons  of 
Joda  the  son  of  Eliatlun,  with  their 
sons  and  brethren,  all  Levites,  with 
one  accord  setters  fonvard  of  the 
business,  labouring  to  advance  the 
works   in  the   house  of  God.    So 
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tlie  ■woikinen  bnilt  the  temple  of 
the  Lord. 

59  And  the  priests  stood  arrayed 
in  their  vestments  ^nth  musical  in- 
struments and  trumpets;  and  the  Le- 
vitesthe  sons  of  Asaph  had  cymbals, 

60  Singing  songs  of  thanksgiving, 
and  praising  the  Lord,  according  as 
David  the  king  of  Israel  had  or-  i 
dained.  | 

61  And  they  sung  with  loud  voices 
songs  to  the  praise  of  the  Lord,  be-  \ 
cause  his  mercy  and  glory  is  for 
ever  in  all  Israel. 

62  And  all  the  people   sounded  j 
trumpet'!,  and  sliouted  with  a  loud  I 
voice,  singing  songs  of  thanksgiving  i 
unto  the  Lord  for  the  rearing  up  of 
tlie  house  of  the  Lord. 

63  Also  of  tlie  priests  and  Levites, 
and  of  the  chief  of  their  families, 
the  ancients  wlio  had  seen  the  for- 
mer hoase  came  to  the  building  of 
this  with  weeping  and  great  ciying. 

64  But  many  with  trumpets  and 
joy  shouted  with  loud  voice, 

65  Insomuch  that  the  trumpets 
might  not  be  heard  for  the  weeping 
of  the  i^eople:  yet  the  multitude 
founded  marvellously,  so  that  it  was 
hoard  afar  off. 

66  Wherefore  when  the  enemies 
of  tlie  tribe  of  Judali  and  Benjamin 
heard  it,  they  came  to  know  what 
that  noise  of  trumpets  should  meam. 

67  And  they  perceived  that  they 
that  were  of  the  captivity  did  build 
the  temple  unto  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel. 

68  So  they  went  to  Zorobabel  and 
Jesus,  and  to  the  chief  of  the  fami- 
lies, and  said  unto  them,  We  will 
build  together  with  you. 

69  For  we  likewise,  as  ye,  do  obey 
your  Lord,  and  do  sacrifice  unto 
him  from  the  days  of  Azhazaieth 
the  king  of  the  Assjrmns,  who 
brought  us  hither. 


70  Then  Zorobabel  and  Jesus  and 
the  chief  of  the  families  of  Israel 
said  unto  them.  It  is  not  for  us 
and  you  to  build  tc^ether  an  house 
unto  the  Lord  our  God. 

71  We  ourselves  alone  will  build 
unto  the  Lord  of  Israel,  according 
as  Cyras  the  king  of  the  Persians 
hath  commanded  u?. 

72  But  the.  heathen  of  the  land 
lying  heavy  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  Judea,  and  liolding  them  strait, 
hindered  their  building; 

73  And  by  their  secret  plots,  and 
popidar  persuasions  and  commo^ 
tions,  they  hindered  the  finishing  of 
the  building  all  the  time  that  king 
Cyrus  lived :  so  they  were  hindered 
from  building  for  tlie  sjxice  of  two 
years,  until  the  reign  of  Darius. 

CHAPTER  VL 

1  The  prophets  stir  «p  the  peojie  to  buUd  tht 
temple.  !>  Darius  is  solicited  to  hinder  it :  27 
but  he  doth  further  it  by  nil  means,  32  atui 
threateneth  those  that  shall  hinder  it. 

NOW  in  the  second  year  of  the 
reign  of  Darius  Aggeus  and 
Zacharias  the  son  of  Addo,  the  pro- 
phets, prophesied  unto  the  Jews  in 
Jewry  and  Jerusalem  in  tlie  name 
of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  which 
was  upon  them. 

2  Then  stood  up  Zoroljabel  the 
son  of  Salathiel,  and  Jesus  tlie  son 
of  Josedec,  and  began  to  build  the 
house  of  the  Lord  at  Jenv<alem, 
tlie  prophets  of  the  Lord  being 
with  them,  and  helping  them. 

3  At  the  same  time  came  unto 
them  Sisinnes  the  governor  of  Syria 
and  Phenice,  with  Sathrabuzanes 
and  his  companions,  and  said  unto 
them, 

4  By  whose  appointment  do  ye 
build  this  house  and  this  roof,  and 
perform  all  the  other  things?  and 
who  are  the  workmen  that  perform 
these  things? 

6  Nevertheless  the  elders  of  the 
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Jews  obtiined  favour,  because  the 
Lord  had  visited  the  captivity ; 

6  And  they  were  not  hindered 
ft-om  building,  until  such  time  as 
signification  was  given  unto  Darius 
concerning  them,  and  an  answer 
received. 

7  The  copy  of  the  letters  which 
Sisinnes,  governor  of  Syria  and 
Phenice,  and  Sathrabuzanes,  with 
their  companions,  rulers  in  Syria 
and  Phenice,  wrote  and  sent  unto 
Darius;  To  king  Darius,  greeting: 

8  liCt  all  things  be  known  unto 
our  lord  the  king,  that  being  come 
into  the  country  of  Judea,  and  en- 
tered into  the  city  of  Jerusalem, 
we  found  in  the  city  of  Jenisalem 
the  ancients  of  the  Jews  that  were 
of  the  captivity 

9  Building  an  house  unto  the 
Lord,  great  and  new.  of  hewn  and 
costly  stones,  and  the  timber  al- 
ready laid  upon  the  walls. 

10  And  those  works  are  done  with 
great  speed,  and  the  work  goeth 
on  prosperously  in  their  hands,  and 
with  all  glory  and  diligence  is  it 
made. 

11  Then  asked  we  these  elders, 
saying.  By  whose  commandment 
build  ye  this  house,  and  lay  the 
foundations  of  these  works  ? 

12  Therefore  to  the  intent  that  we 
might  give  knowledge  unto  thee  by 
writing,  we  demanded  of  them  who 
were  tlie  chief  doers,  and  we  requir- 
ed of  them  the  names  in  writing  of 
their  principal  men. 

13  So  they  gave  us  this  answer, 
We  are  the  servants  of  the  Lord 
which  made  heaven  and  earth. 

14  And  as  for  this  house,  it  was 
builded  many  yeara  ago  by  a  king 
of  Israel  great  and  strong,  and  was 
finished. 

1 5  But  when  our  fathers  provoked 
God  unto  wrath,  and  sinned  against 


the  Lord  of  Israel  which  is  in  hea- 
ven, he  gave  them  over  into  the 
power  of  Nabuchodonosor  king  of 
Babylon,  of  the  Clialdees; 

16  Who  pulled  down  the  house, 
and  burned  it,  and  carried  away  the 
people  captives  unto  Babylon. 

17  But  in  the  first  year  that  king 
Cynis  reigned  over  the  country  of 
Babylon  Cyrus  the  king  wrote  to 
build  up  this  house. 

18  And  the  holy  vessels  of  gold 
and  of  silver,  that  Nabuchodonosor 
had  carried  away  out  of  the  house 
at  Jerasalem,  and  had  set  them 
in  his  own  temple,  those  Cyrus  the 
king  brought  forth  again  out  of  tlie 
temple  at  Babylon,  and  they  were 
delivered  to  Zorobabel  and  to  Sana- 
bassanis  the  niler, 

19  With  commandment  that  lie 
should  carry  away  the  same  vessels, 
and  put  them  in  tlie  temple  at  Je- 
rusfilem;  and  that  the  temple  of  the 
Lord  should  be  built  in  his  place. 

20  Then  the  same  Sanabassarus, 
being  come  hither,  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  the  house  of  the  Lord  at 
Jerusalem;  and  from  that  time  to 
this  being  still  a  building,  it  is  not 
yet  fully  ended. 

21  Now  therefore,  if  it  seem  good 
unto  the  king,  let  search  be  made 
among  the  records  of  king  Cynis : 

22  And  if  it  be  found  that  the 
building  of  the  house  of  the  Lord 
at  Jerusalem  hatli  been  done  with 
the  consent  of  king  Cyius,  and  if 
our  lord  the  king  be  so  minded,  let 
him  signify  unto  us  thereof. 

23  Then  commanded  king  Darins 
to  seek  among  the  records  at  Baby- 
lon :  and  so  at  Ecbatana  the  jialace, 
which  is  in  the  country  of  Media, 
there  was  found  a  roll  wherein  these 
things  were  recorded. 

24  In  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of 
Cyrus  king  Cyrus  commanded  that 
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the  hoiTse  of  the  Lord  at  Jenisalem 
should  he  built  again,  wlieie  they 
do  sacrifice  with  continual  fire : 

25  Whose  height  shall  be  sixtj' 
cubits,  and  the  breadth  sixty  cubits, 
with  three  rows  of  hewn  stones,  and 
one  row  of  new  wood  of  that  coun- 
try; and  the  expences  thereof  to 
be  given  out  of  the  house  of  king 
Cyrus: 

26  And  that  the  holy  vessels  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  both  of  gold  and 
silver,  that  Nabuchodonosor  took 
out  of  the  hoase  at  Jerusalem,  and 
brought  to  Babylon,  should  be  re- 
stored to  the  house  at  Jerusalem, 
and  be  set  in  the  place  where  they 
were  before. 

27  And  also  he  commanded  that 
Sisinnes  the  governor  of  Sma  and 
Phenice,  and  Sathrabuzanes,  and 
their  companions,  and  tliose  which 
were  appointed  rulers  in  Syria  and 
Phenice,  should  be  careful  not  to 
meddle  with  the  place,  but  suffer 
Zorobabel,  the  servant  of  the  Lord, 
and  governor  of  Judea,  and  the 
elders  of  the  Jews,  to  build  the 
house  of  the  Lord  in  that  place. 

28  I  have  commanded  also  to 
have  it  built  up  whole  again ;  and 
that  they  look  diligently  to  help 
those  that  be  of  the  captivity  of  the 
Jews,  till  the  house  of  the  Lwd  be 
finished : 

29  And  out  of  the  tribute  of  Ce- 
losyria  and  Phenice  a  portion  care- 
fully to  be  given  these  men  for  the 
sacrifices  of  the  Lord,  that  U,  to  Zo- 
robabel the  governor,  for  bullocks, 
and  rams,  and  lambs ; 

30  And  also  corn,  salt,  wine,  and 
oil,  and  that  continually  every  year 
without  further  question,  according 
as  the  priests  that  be  in  Jerusalem 
shall  signify  to  be  daily  spent: 

31  That  offerings  may  be  made  to 
the  most  high  God  for  the  king  and 


for  his  children,  and  that  they  may 

pray  for  their  lives. 
I  32  And  he  commanded  that  wh<>- 
j  soever  should  tran-gress,  yea,  or 
I  make  light  of  any  thing  afore  spf>- 
j  ken  or  written,  out  of  his  own 
j  house  should  a  tree  be  taken,  and 
I  he  thereon  be  hanged,  and  all  his 
!  goods  seized  for  the  king. 

33  The  Lord  therefore,  whose 
I  name  is  there  called  upon,  utterly 
\  destroy  every  king  and  nation,  that 

stretcheth  out  his  hand  to  hinder  or 
endamage  that  house  of  the  Lord  in 
Jenisalem. 

34  I  Darius  the  king  have  ordain- 
ed that  acanding  unto  these  things 
it  be  done  with  diligence. 

CHAPTER  VIL 

1  5i«inn««  and  others  helpfortcard  the  hrtUdinp. 
fi  Hie  temple  it  Jinitlted.  and  dedicated.  10 
Hie  passorer  i»  kept. 

THEN  Sisinnes  the  governor  of 
Celosyria  and  Phenice,  and 
Satlirabuzanes,  with  their  compa- 
nions, following  the  commandments 
of  king  Darius, 

2  Did  very  carefully  oversee  the 
holy  works,  assisting  the  ancients 
of  the  Jews  and  governors  of  the 
temple. 

3  And  so  the  holy  works  prosper- 
ed, when  Aggeus  and  Zacharias  the 
prophets  prophesied. 

4  And  they  finished  these  things 
by  the  commandment  of  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel,  and  with  the  consent 
of  Cyms,  Darius,  and  Artaxerxet:, 
kings  of  Persia. 

5  And  thus  was  the  holy  house 
finished  in  the  three  and  twentieth 
day  of  the  month  Adar,  in  the  sixtli 
year  of  Darius  king  of  the  Persians. 

6  And  the  children  of  Israel,  the 
priests,  and  the  Levites,  and  others 
that  were  of  the  captivity,  that  were 
added  unto  tliem,  did  according  to 
the  things  ■written  in  the  Look  of 
Moses. 
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7  And  to  the  dedication  of  the 
temple  of  tlie  Lord  tliey  offered 
an  liuudred  Imllocks,  two  liundred 
rams,  four  hundred  lambs  ; 

8  And  twelve  aoats  for  the  sin  of 
all  Israel,  according  to  the  number 
of  the  chief  of  the  tiibes  of  Israel. 

9  Tlie  priests  also  and  the  Levites 
stood  arrayed  in  their  vestments, 
according  to  their  kindreds,  in  the 
service  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel, 
according  to  tiie  book  of  Moses : 
and  the  porters  at  every  gate. 

10  And  the  children  of  Israel  that 
were  of  the  captivity  held  the  puss- 
over  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  first 
month,  after  that  the  priests  and 
the  I^evites  were  sanctified. 

11  They  that  were  of  the  captivity 
were  not  all  sanctified  together : 
but  the  Levites  were  all  sanctified 
together. 

12  And  so  they  offered  the  pa-ss- 
over  for  all  them  of  the  captivity, 
and  for  their  brethren  the  priests, 
and  for  themselves. 

13  And  the  children  of  Israel  that 
rame  out  of  the  captivity  did  eat, 
even  all  they  that  had  separated 
themselves  from  the  abominations 
of  the  people  of  the  land,  and 
sought  the  Lord. 

14  And  they  kept  the  feast  of  un- 
leavened bread  seven  days,  making 
merry  before  the  Lord, 

15  For  that  he  had  turned  the 
counsel  of  the  king  of  Assyria  to- 
ward them,  to  strengthen  their 
hands  in  the  works  of  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel. 

CHAPTER  VIIL 

1  Etdra*  bringeth  the  kirtg't  commission  to  build. 
8  The  copy  oj  it.  28  He  declarelh  the  names 
and  number  oJ  those  thai  come  toith  him,  (1 
and  his  journey.  1i  He  lamenteth  the  sins  o/ 
his  peovUf  96  and  stceareth  the  priests  to  put 
away  Ihttr  strange  wires. 

AND  after  these  things,  when  Ar- 
J\.  taxerxes  tlie  king  of  the  Per- 
sians reigned,  came  Esdras  the  son 
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of  Saraias,  the  son  of  Ezerias,  the 
son  of  Ilelchiah,  the  son  of  Salum, 

2  The  son  of  Sadduc,  the  son  of, 
Achitoh,  the  son  of  Amarias,  the 
son  of  Ezias,  the  son  of  Meremoth, 
the  son  of  Zaraias,  the  son  of  Sa- 
vins, the  son  of  Boccas,  the  son  of 
Abisum,  the  son  of  Phinees,  the  son 
of  Eleazar,  the  son  of  Aaron  the 
chief  priest. 

3  This  Esdras  went  up  from  Ba- 
bylon, as  a  sciibe,  being  very  ready 
in  the  law  of  Moses,  that  was  given 
by  the  God  of  Israel. 

4  And  the  king  did  him  honour  : 
for  he  found  grace  in  his  sight  in 
all  his  requests. 

5  There  went  np  with  him  also 
certain  of  the  chilcb-en  of  Isi-ael,  of 
the  priests,  of  the  Levites,  of  the 
holy  singers,  porters,  and  ministers 
of  the  temple,  unto  Jerusalem, 

6  In  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign 
of  Artaxerxes,  in  the  fifth  montli, 
this  was  the  king's  seventh  year; 
for  they  went  from  Babylon  in  the 
first  day  of  the  first  month,  and 
came  to  Jerusalem,  according  to  the 
piosperous  journey  which  the  Loid 
gave  tliem. 

7  For  Esdras  had  very  great  skill, 
so  that  he  omitted  nothing  of  the 
law  and  commandments  of  tlie 
Lord,  but  taught  all  Israel  the  or- 
dinances and  judgments. 

8  Now  the  copy  of  the  commission, 
which  was  written  from  Ai-fcixerxes 
the  king,  and  came  to  Esdras  the 
priest  and  reader  of  the  law  of  the 
Lord,  is  this  that  followeth ; 

9  King  Artaxerxes  unto  Esdras 
the  priest  and  reader  ot  the  law  of 
the  Lord  sendeth  greeting: 

10  Having  determined  to  deal  gra- 
ciously, I  have  given  oider,  that 
such  of  the  nation  of  the  Jews,  and 
of  the  priests  and  Levites,  being 
within  our  realm,  as  are  willing 
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Rud  de.-irou'^,  should  go  with  thee 
unto  Jerusalem. 

11  As  many  therefore  as  have  a 
mind  thereunto,  let  them  depart 
•with  thee,  as  it  hath  seemed  good 
botli  to  nie  and  my  seven  friends 
the  counsellois; 

12  That  they  may  look  unto  the 
affairs  of  Judca  and  Jerusalem, 
agreeably  to  tliat  which  is  in  tlie 
law  of  the  Loid; 

13  And  carry  the  gifts  unto  the 
Lord  of  Israel  to  Jerusalem,  which 
I  and  my  friends  have  vowed,  and 
all  the  gold  and  silver  that  in  the 
country  of  Babylon  can  be  found, 
to  the  Lord  in  Jenisalem, 

14  With  that  also  which  is  given 
of  the  people  for  the  ttmple  of  the 
Lord  their  God  at  Jerusalem:  and 
that  silver  and  gold  may  he  collect- 
ed for  bullocks,  rams,  and  lambs, 
and  thinsrs  thereinito  appertaining  ; 

15  To  the  end  that  they  may  olfer 
sacrifices  imto  the  Lord  upon  the 
altar  of  the  Lord  their  God,  which 
is  in  Jenisalem. 

16  And  whatsoever  thou  and  thy 
brethren  will  do  with  the  silver  and 
gold,  that  do,  according  to  the  will 
of  thy  God, 

17  And  the  holy  vessels  of  the 
Lord,  which  are  given  thee  for  the 
use  of  the  temple  of  thy  God,  which 
is  in  Jerusalem,  thou  shalt  set  be- 
fore thy  God  in  Jerusalem. 

18  And  whatsoever  thing  else  thou 
shalt  remember  for  the  use  of  the 
temple  of  thy  God,  thou  shalt  give 
it  out  of  the  king's  treasmy. 

19  And  I  king  Artaxerxes  liave 
also  commanded  the  keepers  of  the 
treasmes  in  Syria  and  Phenice, 
that  whatsoever  Esdras  the  priesi 
and  the  reader  of  the  law  of  the 
most  high  God  shall  send  for,  they 
should  give  it  him  with  speed, 

20  To  the   sum  of  an  hundi-ed 


talents  of  silver,  likewise  nlso  of 
wheat  even  to  an  hundred  cors, 
and  an  hundred  pi>  ces  of  wine,  and 
other  things  in  abundance. 

21  Let  all  things  be  performed 
after  the  law  of  God  diligently  nnto 
the  most  high  God,  that  wrath  come 
not  upon  the  kingdom  of  the  king 
and  his  sons. 

22  I  conunand  you  also,  that  ye 
require  no  tax,  nor  any  other  im- 
position, of  any  of  the  priests,  or  Le- 
vites,  or  holy  singers,  or  porters,  or 
mijiisters  of  the  temple,  or  of  any 
that  have  doings  in  this  temple, 
and  tliat  no  man  have  authority  to 
impose  any  thing  upon  tliem. 

23  And  thou,  Esdras,  according  to 
the  wisdom  of  God  ordain  judges 
and  justices,  that  they  may  judge  in 
all  Syria  and  Phenice  all  those  that 
know  the  law  of  thy  God ;  and  those 
that  know  it  not  thou  shalt  teach. 

24  And  whosoGver  shall  transgress 
the  law  of  thy  God,  and  of  the  king, 
shall  be  punished  diligently,  whe- 
ther it  be  by  death,  or  other  pu- 
nishment, by  penalty  of  money,  or 
by  impiisonment. 

25  H  Then  said  Esdras  the  scribe, 
Blessed  be  the  only  Lord  God  of  my 
fathers,  who  hath  put  these  things 
into  the  heart  of  the  king,  to  glo- 
rify his  house  that  is  in  Jerusalem  : 

26  And  hath  honoured  me  in  the 
sight  of  the  king,  and  his  counsel- 
lors, and  all  his  friends  and  nobles. 

27  Therefore  was  I  encon  raged  by 
the  help  of  the  Lord  my  God,  and 
gathered  together  men  of  Israel  to 
go  up  with  me, 

28  And  these  are  the  chief  accord- 
ing to  their  families  and  several 
dignities,  that  went  up  with  me 
from  Babylon  in  the  reign  of  king 
Artiixei-xes : 

29  Of  the  sons  of  Phinees,  Gerson : 
of  the  sons  of  Ithamar,  Gamael:  of 
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tlie  sons  of  David,  Lettus  tlie  son 
of  Seclienitis: 

30  Of  tlie  sons  of  Pharez,  Zacha- 
rias ;  and  with  liim  were  counted 
an  hundred  and  fifty  men: 

31  Of  the  sons  of  Pahath  Moab, 
Eliaonias,  the  son  of  Zaraias,  and 
with  him  two  hundred  men : 

32  Of  the  sons  of  Zathoe,  Seche- 
iiias  the  son  of  Jezelus,  and  with 
liim  three  hundred  men :  of  the 
sons  of  Adin,  Obeth  the  son  of 
Jonathan,  and  with  him  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men : 

33  Of  the  sons  of  Elam,  Josias  son 
of  Gotholias,  and  with  him  seventy 
men : 

34  Of  the  sons  of  Saphatias,  Za- 
raias son  of  Michael,  and  with  him 
tlireescore  and  ten  men: 

35  Of  the  sons  of  Joab,  Abadias 
son  of  Jezelus,  and  with  him  two 
liundred  and  twelve  men : 

36  Of  the  sons  of  Banid,  Assali- 
moth  son  of  Josaphias,  and  with  him 
an  hundred  and  threescore  men : 

37  Of  the  sons  of  Babi,  Zacharias 
son  of  Bebai,  and  with  him  twenty 
and  eight  men: 

38  Of  the  sons  of  Astath,  Johan- 
nes sow  of  Acatan,  and  with  him  an 
hundrt  d  and  ten  men : 

39  Of  the  sons  of  Adonikam  the 
liist,  and  these  are  the  names  of 
them,  Eliphalet,  Jeuel,  and  Samai- 
as,  and  with  them  seventy  men : 

40  Of  the  sons  of  Bago,  Uthi  the 
son  of  Istalcurus,  and  with  him 
seventy  men. 

41  And  these  I  gathered  together 
to  the  river  called  Theras,  where 
we  pitched  our  tents  thiee  days : 
and  then  I  surveyed  them. 

42  But  when  I  had  found  there 
none  of  the  priests  and  Levites, 

43  Then  sent  I  unto  Eleazar,  and 
Iduel,  and  ]\Tasman, 

44  And  Alnathan,  and  Mamaias, 


and  Joribas,  and  Nafhan,  Eunatan, 
Zacharias,  and  Mosollamon,  princi- 
pal men  and  learned. 

45  And  I  bade  them  that  tliey 
should  go  unto  Saddens  the  cap- 
tain, who  was  in  tlie  place  of  the 
treasury : 

46  And  commanded  them  that 
they  should  speak  mito  Daddeus, 
and  to  his  brethren,  and  to  the  trea- 
surers in  that  place,  to  send  us  such 
men  as  might  execute  the  priests' 
office  in  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

47  And  by  the  mighty  hand  of  our 
Lord  they  brought  unto  us  skilful 
men  of  the  sons  of  Moli  the  son  of 
Levi,  the  son  of  Israel,  Asebebia, 
and  his  sons,  and  his  brethren,  who 
were  eighteen. 

48  And  Asebia,  and  Annuus,  and 
Osaias  his  brother,  of  the  sons  of 
Channuneus,  and  their  sons,  were 
twenty  men. 

49  And  of  the  servants  of  the  tem- 
ple whom  David  had  ordained,  and 
the  principal  men  for  the  service  of 
the  Levites,  to  wit,  the  servants  of 
the  temple,  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty, the  catalogue  of  whose  names 
were  shewed. 

60  And  there  I  vowed  a  fast  unto 
the  young  men  before  our  Lord,  to 
desire  of  him  a  prosperous  jour- 
ney both  for  us  and  them  that  were 
with  us,  for  our  children,  and  for 
the  cattle : 

51  For  I  was  ashamed  to  ask  the 
king  footmen,  and  horsemen,  and 
conduct  for  safeguard  against  om' 
adversaiies. 

52  !•  or  we  had  said  unto  the  king, 
that  the  power  of  the  Lord  our  God 
should  bo  with  them  that  seek  him, 
to  support  tiiem  in  all  ways. 

63  And  again  we  besought  onr 
Lord  as  touching  these  things,  and 
found  him  favouralle  unto  us. 

54  Then  I  .-eparated  twelve  of  the 


Apocrypha, 

chief  of  the  priest?,  Esebrias,  and 
Assaniag,  and  ten  men  of  their  bre- 
thren with  them: 

55  And  I  weighed  them  the  gold, 
and  the  silver,  and  the  holy  vessels 
of  the  house  of  our  Lord,  which 
the  king,  and  his  council,  and  the 
princes,  and  all  Israel,  had  given. 

56  And  when  I  had  weighed  it,  I 
delivered  unto  them  six  hundred 
and  fifty  talents  of  silver,  and  silver 
vessels  of  an  hundred  talents,  and 
an  hundred  talents  of  gold, 

57  And  twenty  golden  vessels,  and 
twelve  vessels  of  brass,  even  of  fine 
brass,  glittering  like  gold. 

58  And  I  said  unto  them,  Both 
ye  are  holy  unto  the  Lord,  and  the 
vessels  are  holy,  and  tlie  gold  and 
the  silver  is  a  vow  unto  the  Lord, 
the  Lord  of  our  fetliei-s. 

59  Watch  ye,  and  keep  them  till 
ye  deliver  them  to  the  chief  of 
the  priests  and  Levites,  and  to  the 
principal  men  of  the  families  of 
Israel,  in  Jenvsalem,  into  the  cham- 
bers of  the  house  of  our  God. 

60  So  the  priests  and  the  Levites, 
who  had  received  the  silver  and  the 
gold  and  the  vessels,  brought  them 
Tuito  Jerusalem,  into  the  temple  of 
the  Lord. 

61  And  from  the  river  Theras  we 
departed  the  twelfth  day  of  the  first 
month,  and  came  to  Jerusalem  by 
the  mighty  hand  of  our  Lord,  which 
was  with  us:  and  from  the  begin- 
ning of  our  journey  the  Lord  deli- 
vered us  from  every  enemy,  and  to 
we  came  to  Jerusalem. 

62  And  when  we  had  been  there 
three  days,  the  gold  and  silver  that 
was  weighed  was  delivered  in  the 
house  of  our  Lord  on  the  fourth 
day  unto  Marmoth  the  priest  the 
son  of  Iri. 

63  And  with  him  was  Eleazar  the 
son  of  Phinees,  and  with  them  were 
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Josabad  the  son  of  Jesu  and  Moeth 
the  son  of  Sal  ban,  Levites:  all 
was  delivered  them  by  number  and 
weight- 

64  And  all  the  weight  of  them 
was  written  up  the  same  hour. 

65  ^loreover  they  that  were  come 
out  of  the  captivity  oflFered  sacrifice 
unto  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  even 
twelve  bullocks  for  all  Israel,  four- 
score and  sixteen  rams, 

66  Threescore  and  twelve  lambs, 
goats  for  a  peace  offering,  twelve ; 
all  of  them  a  sacrifice  to  the  Loid. 

67  And  they  delivered  the  king's 
commandments  unto  the  king's 
stewards,  and  to  the  governors  of 
Celosyiia  and  Phenice;  and  they 
honoured  the  people  and  the  tem- 
ple of  God. 

68  Now  when  these  things  were 
done,  the  rulers  came  unto  me,  and 
said, 

69  Tlie  nation  of  Israel,  the 
princes,  the  priests  and  LeNites, 
have  not  put  away  from  them  the 
strange  people  of  the  land,  nor  the 
pollutions  of  the  Ge'itiles,  to  wit, 
of  the  Canaanites,  Hittites,  Pheres- 
ites,  Jebusites,  and  the  lyioabites, 
Egyptians,  and  Edomites. 

70  For  both  they  and  their  sons 
have  married  with  their  dauehtcrg, 
and  the  holy  seed  is  mixed  with  tlie 
strange  people  of  the  land ;  and 
from  the  beginning  of  this  matter 
the  rulers  and  the  great  men  have 
been  partakers  of  this  iniquity. 

71  And  as  soon  as  I  had  beard 
these  things,  I  rent  my  clothes, 
and  the  holy  gannent,  and  pulled 
off  the  hair  from  off  my  he^  and 
beard,  and  sat  me  down  sad  and 
very  hea\'y. 

72  So  all  they  that  were  then 
moved  at  the  word  of  the  Lord  Gal 
of  Israel  assembled  unto  me,  whikt 
I  mourned  for  the  iniquity :  but  I 
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sat  still  full  of  heaviness  until  the 
evening  sacrifice. 

73  Tlien  rising  up  from  tlie  fast 
with  my  clothes  and  the  lioly  gar- 
ment rent,  and  bowing  my  knees, 
and  stretching  fortli  my  hands  unto 
the  Lord, 

74  I  said,  0  Lord,  I  am  confound- 
ed and  asliamed  before  thy  face ; 

75  For  oiu'  sins  are  multiplied  a- 
bove  our  heads,  and  our  ignorances 
Jjave  readied  up  unto  heaven. 

76  For  ever  since  tlie  time  of  our 
fathers  we  have  been  and  are  in 
great  sin,  even  unto  Ihis  day. 

77  And  for  our  sins  and  our  fa- 
thers' we  with  our  brethren  and  oxu' 
kings  and  our  priests  were  given  up 
unto  the  kings  of  tlie  earth,  to  the 
sword,  and  to  captivity,  and  for  a 
prey  with  shame,  unto  this  day. 

78  And  now  iix  some  measure  hath 
mercy  been  shewed  unto  us  from 
thee,  0  Lord,  that  there  should  be 
left  us  a  root  and  a  name  in  the 
place  of  tliy  sanctuary; 

79  And  to  discover  unto  us  a  light 
in  the  house  of  the  Lord  our  God, 
and  to  give  us  food  in  the  time  of 
our  servitude. 

80  Yea,  when  we  were  in  bondage, 
we  were  not  forsaken  of  our  Loid ; 
but  he  made  us  gracious  before  the 
kings  of  Persia,  so  that  they  gave 
us  food; 

81  Yen,  and  honoured  the  temple 
of  our  Lord,  and  laised  up  the  de- 
solate Siou,  that  tliey  have  given  us 
a  sure  abiding  in  Jewry  and  Jem- 
salem. 

82  And  now,  0  Lord,  what  sliall 
we  say,  having  tliese  things?  for  we 
liave  transgressed  thy  command- 
ments, wliich  thou  gavest  by  the 
hand  of  tliy  servants  the  prophets, 
saying, 

83  That  the  land,  wliich  ye  enter 
into  tp  possess  as  an  heritage,  is 


a  land  polluted  with  the  pollutions 
of  the  strangers  of  the  land,  and 
they  have  filled  it  with  their  un- 
cleanness. 

84  Tlierefore  now  shall  ye  not  join 
3'our  daughters  unto  their  sons,  nei- 
ther shall  ye  take  their  daughters 
unto  your  sons. 

85  Moreover  ye  shall  never  seek 
to  have  peace  with  them,  that  ye 
may  be  stiong,  and  eat  the  good 
things  of  the  land,  and  tliat  ye  may 
leave  the  inheritance  of  the  laud 
unto  your  cliildren  for  evermore. 

86  And  all  tliat  is  befallen  is  done 
unto  us  for  our  wicked  works  and 
great  .vins :  for  thou,  0  Lord,  didst 
make  our  sins  light, 

87  And  didst  give  unto  us  such 
a  root :  but  we  have  turned  back 
again  to  transgress  tliy  law,  and  to 
mingle  ourselves  with  the  unclean- 
ness  of  the  nations  of  tlie  land. 

88  Mightest  not  thou  be  angry 
with  us  to  destroy  us,  till  thou 
hadst  left  us  neither  root,  seed,  nor 
name  ? 

89  0  Lord  of  I>rael,  thou  art  true : 
for  w'e  are  left  a  root  this  day. 

90  Behold,  now  are  we  before 
thee  in  our  iniquities,  for  we  am- 
not  stand  any  longer  by  reason  of 
these  things  before  tliee. 

91  And  as  Esdras  in  his  prayer 
made  his  confessit)n,  weeping,  and 
lying  flat  upon  tlie  ground  before 
the  temple,  there  gathered  unto 
him  from  Jerusalem  a  very  great 
multitude  of  men  and  women  and 
children :  for  there  was  great  weep- 
ing among  the  multitude. 

92  Then  Jechonias  the  son  of  Jee- 
lus,  one  of  the  sons  of  Israel,  calletl 
out,  and  said,  0  Esdras,  we  have 
sinned  against  the  Lord  God,  we 
have  married  strange  women  of  the 
nations  of  the  land,  and  now  is 
all  Israel  aloft. 
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93  Let  us  make  an  oaih  to  tiie 
Lord,  tliat  we  will  put  away  all  oiir 
wive?,  wLicb  we  have  taken  of  the 
heathen,  with  their  cliildren, 

94  Like  as  thou  hast  decTeed,  and 
as  many  as  do  obey  the  law  of  the 
Lord. 

95  Arise,  and  pxit  in  execution: 
for  to  thee  dotli  this  matter  apper- 
tain, and  we  will  be  with  thee :  do 
viliantly. 

y6  So  Esdras  arose,  and  took  an 

oath  of  the  chief  of  the  priests  and 

Levites   of  all   Israel   to  do   after 

tbese  things;  and  so  they  sware. 

CHAPTEE  IX. 

3  Efirnt  auevMeth  all  Ike  people.  10  ney  prt>- 
miK  to  put  atent  (he  strange  in'res.  »3  The 
unmet  and  tiunil<er  of  them  fh<it  did  so.  W 
The  tiir  o/  itose*  is  read  a  ad  declared  he/ore 
all  the  people.  49  They  tceep.  and  are  pat  ia 
mivd  of  the  /east  day. 

THEN  E-sdras  rising  from  the 
court  of  the  temple  went  to 
the  chamber  of  Joanan  the  sou  of 
Elia<ib, 

2  And  remained  there,  and  did  eat 
no  meat  nor  drink  water,  rnomii- 
ing  for  the  great  iniquities  of  the 
multitude. 

3  And  there  was  a  proclamation 
in  all  Jewry  and  Jenisalem  to  all 
them  that  were  of  the  captivity, 
that  they  should  be  gathered  to- 
gether at  Jerusalem: 

4  And  that  whosoever  met  not 
there  within  two  or  three  daj'S,  ac- 
cording as  the  elders  that  bare 
rule  appointed,  their  cattle  should 
be  seiz^  to  the  use  of  the  temple, 
and  himself  c-ast  out  from  them 
that  were  of  the  cap<i%'ity. 

o  And  in  three  dajs  were  all  they 
of  the  tribe  of  Judah  and  Benjamin 
gathered  toirether  at  Jerusilem  the 
twentieth  day  of  tlje  ninth  month. 

6  And  all  the  multitude  sat  trem- 
bling in  tlie  broad  court  of  the 
temple  because  of  the  present  foul 
weather. 


7  So  Esdras  arose  up,  and  said  un- 
to them.  Ye  have  transgressed  the 
law  in  marrying  strange  wives,  there- 
by to  increase  the  sins  of  IsraeL 

8  And  now  by  confessing  give 
glory  unto  the  Lord  God  of  our 
filth  ers, 

9  And  do  his  will,  and  separate 
yourselves  fiom  tlie  heathen  of  the 
land,  and  from  the  strange  women. 

10  Tlien  cried  the  whole  multi- 
tude, and  said  with  a  loud  voice, 
Like  as  thou  hast  spoken,  so  will 
we  do. 

11  But  forasmuch  as  the  people 
are  many,  and  it  is  foul  weather,  so 
that  we  cannot  stand  without,  and 
this  is  not  a  work  of  a  day  or  two, 
seeing  our  sin  in  these  things  is 
spread  far : 

12  Therefore  let  the  rulers  of  tlie 
multitude  stfiy,  and  let  all  tliem  of 
our  haliitations  that  have  strange 
wives  corae  at  the  time  appointed, 

13  And  viith  tliem  the  rulers  and 
judges  of  every  place,  till  we  tuni 
away  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  from 
ns  for  this  matter. 

14  Then  Jonathan  the  son  of  Azael 
and  Ezecliias  the  son  of  Theocanus 
acc-ordingly  took  this  matter  upon 
them :  and  !Mosollam  and  Levis  and 
Sabbatheus  helped  them. 

15  And  they  that  were  of  the 
captivity  did  according  to  all  these 
things. 

le^And  Esdras  the  pnest  clioee 
unto  him  the  principal  men  of 
their  families,  all  by  name:  and  in 
the  first  day  of  the  tenth  montli 
they  sat  tt^ether  to  examine  the 
matter. 

17  So  their  cause  that  held  strange 

wives  was  brought  to  an  end  in  the 

first  day  of  the  first  month. 

l    18  And  of  the  priests  that  were 

;  come    together,   aiid    had    sbunge 

I  wives,  there  were  found ; 
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19  Of  the  sons  of  Jesus  the  son  of 
Josedec,  and  his  brethren ;  Matthe- 
]a8,  and  Eleazar,  and  Joribus,  and 
Joadaniis. 

20  And  they  gave  their  hands  to 
put  away  their  wives,  and  to  offer 
lams  to  make  reconcilement  for 
their  errors. 

21  And  of  the  sons  of  Emmer ; 
Ananias,  and  Zabdeits,  and  Eanes, 
and  Sameius,  and  Hiereel,  and  A- 
zarias. 

22  And  of  the  sons  of  Phaisur ; 
p]lionas,  Massias,  Ismael,  and  Na- 
ihanael,  and  Ocidelus,  and  Talsas. 

23  And  of  the  Levites  ;  Jozabad, 
and  Semis,  and  Colius,  who  was 
called  Calitus,  and  Patheus,  and 
Judas,  and  Jonas. 

24  Of  the  holy  singers;  Elea- 
zurus,  Bacchurus. 

25  Of  the  porters ;  Sallumtis,  and 
Tolbanes. 

26  Of  them  of  Israel,  of  the  sons 
of  Phoros ;  Hiermas,  and  Edditis, 
and  Melchia<;,  and  Maelus,  and  E- 
loazar,  and  Asibias,  and  Baanias. 

27  Of  the  sons  of  Ela ;  Mattha- 
nias,  Zacliarias,  and  Hierielus,  and 
Hierenioth,  and  Aedias. 

28  And  of  the  sons  of  Zamoth ; 
Eliadas,  Elisimus,  Othonias,  Jari- 
moth,  and  Sabatus,  and  Sardeus. 

29  Of  the  sons  of  Bebai;  Johan- 
nes, and  Ananias,  and  Josabad,  and 
Amatheis. 

30  Of  the  sons  of  IMani ;  Olanius, 
Mamuchus,  Jedeus,  Jasubus,  Jasael, 
and  Hieremoth. 

31  And  of  the  sons  of  Addi ;  Naa- 
thus,  and  Moosias,  Lacunus,  and 
NaiJus,  and  Matlianias,  and  Ses- 
thel,  Balnuus,  and  Manasseas. 

32  And  of  the  sons  of  Annas;  Elio- 
nas,  and  Aseas,  and  Melchias,  and 
Sabbeus,  and  Simon  Chosameus. 

33  And  of  the  sons  of  Asom; 
Altaneus,  and  Matthias,  and  Ban- 


naia,  Eljphalat,  and  Manasses,  and 
Semei. 

34  And  of  the  sons  of  Maani; 
Jeremias,  Momdis,  Omaenis,  Juel, 
Mabdai,  and  Pelias,  and  Anos,  Ca- 
rabasion,  and  Enasibus,  and  Mam- 
nitanaiinus,  Eliasis,  Bannus,  Eliali, 
Samis,  Selemias,  Nathanias :  and  of 
the  sons  of  Ozora ;  Sesis,  Esril,  Aza- 
elus,  Samatus,  Zambis,  Josephus, 

35  And  of  the  sons  of  Ethma; 
Mazitias,  Zabadaias,  Edes,  Juel, 
Banaias. 

36  All  these  had  taken  strange 
wives,  and  they  put  them  away  with 
their  children. 

37  And  the  priests  and  Levites, 
and  they  that  were  of  Israel,  dwelt 
in  Jerusalem,  and  in  the  country, 
in  the  first  day  of  the  seventh 
month :  so  the  cliildren  of  Israel 
were  in  their  habitations. 

38  And  the  whole  multitude  came 
togetlier  with  one  accord  into  the 
broad  place  of  the  holy  porch  to- 
ward the  east: 

39  And  tliey  spake  unto  Esdras 
the  priest  and  reader,  that  he  would 
bring  the  law  of  Moses,  that  was 
given  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel. 

40  So  Esdras  the  cliief  priest 
brought  the  law  unto  the  whole 
multitude  from  man  to  woman,  and 
to  all  the  priests,  to  hear  the  law  in 
the  first  day  of  the  seventh  month. 

41  And  he  read  in  the  broad  court 
before  the  holy  iporch  from  morning 
unto  midday,  before  botli  men  and 
women ;  and  all  the  multitude  gave 
heed  unto  the  law. 

42  And  Esdras  the  priest  and 
reader  of  the  law  stood  up  upon  a 
pulpit  of  wood,  which  was  made  for 
that  purpose. 

43  And  there  stood  up  by  him 
Mattathias,  Sammus,  Ananias,  Aza- 
rias,  Urias,  Ezecias,  Balasamiis,  up- 
on the  right  hand : 
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44  And  upon  his  left  liand  stood 
Phaldaius,  ^lisael,  Melcbias,  Lotha- 
subus,  and  Nabariac. 

45  Then  took  Esdras  the  book  of 
tlie  law  before  the  multitude :  for 
he  sat  honourably  in  tlie  first  place 
in  the  sight  of  them  all. 

46  And  when  he  opened  the  law, 
tliey  stood  all  straight  up.  So  Es- 
dras  blea«ed  the  Lord  God  most 
High,  the  God  of  hosts,  Almiglity. 

47  And  all  the  people  answered, 
Amen;  and  liftmg  up  their  hands 
tliey  fell  to  the  ground,  and  wor- 
shipped the  Lord. 

48  Also  Jesus,  Anus,  Sarabias, 
Adinus,  Jacubus,  Sabateas,  Auteas, 
Maianeas,  and  Calitas,  Azarias,  and 
JoazabdiL*!,  and  Ananias,  Bintas, 
tlie  Levites,  taught  tlie  law  of  the 
Lord,  making  them  withal  to  un- 
derstand it. 

49  Then  spake  Attharates  unto 
Esdras  the  chief  priest  and  r-eadcr. 


and  to  the  Levites  that  taught  the 
multitude,  even  to  all,  saying, 

50  Tliis  day  is  holy  unto  the 
Lord ;  (for  they  all  wept  when  they 
heard  the  law:) 

51  Go  then,  and  eat  the  fat,  and 
drink  the  sweet,  and  send  part  to 
them  that  have  nothing; 

52  For  this  day  is  holy  unto  the 
Lord :  and  be  not  sorrowful ;  for 
the  Lord  will  bring  you  to  honour. 

53  So  the  Levites  published  all 
things  to  the  people,  saying.  This 
day  is  holy  to  the  Lord ;  be  not 
sorrowful, 

54  Then  went  they  their  way, 
every  one  to  eat  and  drink,  and 
make  merry,  and  to  give  part  to 
them  that  had  nothing,  and  to 
make  great  cheer ; 

55  Because  they  understood  the 
words  wherein  they  were  instnictetl, 
and  for  the  which  they  had  been 
assemblecL 


IL  ESDEAS. 


CHAPTER  L 

1  Etdrat  it  eommanded  to  reprore  the  people. 
24  God  Ihreateneth  to  cast  them  off,  35  aiul  to 
give  their  houeea  to  a  people  of  more  grace 
than  they. 

THE  second  book  of  the  prophet 
E?dras,  the  son  of  Saraias,  the 
son  of  Azaiias,  the  son  of  Helchias, 
tlie  son  of  Sadamias,  the  son  of  Sa- 
doc,  the  son  of  Achitob, 

2  The  son  of  Achia's,  the  son  of 
Phinees,  the  son  of  Heli,  the  son  of 
Amarias,  the  son  of  Aziei,  the  son 
of  Marinioth,  the  son  of  Ariia,  the 
son  of  Ozias,  the  son  of  Bt.rith,  the 
son  of  Abi>;ei,  the  son  of  PLinees, 
tlie  son  of  Ekazar, 

3  The  eon  of  A<\ron,  of  the  tribe 
of  Levi;  which  was  captive  in  the 
land  of  the  Medes,  in  tlie  reign  of 
Artaxerxes  king  of  the  Persians. 


4  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came 
unto  me,  sjiying, 

5  Go  thy  way,  and  shew  my 
people  their  sinful  deeds,  and 
their  children  their  wickedness 
which  they  have  done  against  me; 
tliat  they  may  tell  their  children's 
children : 

6  Because  the  sins  of  their  fathers 
are  increased  in  them :  for  they 
have  forgotten  me,  and  have  offer- 
ed unto  strange  gods. 

7  Am  not  I  even  he  that  brought 
them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  from 
the  house  of  bondage]  but  they 
have  provoked  me  unto  wrath,  and 
de^pise<l  my  counsels. 

8  Pull  tliou  off  then  the  hair  of 
thy  head,  and  cast  all  evil  ujwn 
them^  for  they  have  not  been  obe- 
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client  unto  my  law,  but  it  is  a  re- 
bellious people. 

9  How  long  shall  I  foibeax  tliem, 
unto  whom  I  have  done  so  much 
good  ■? 

10  Many  kings  have  I  destroyed 
for  their  sakes;  Pliaraoh  with  his 
servants  and  all  his  power  have  I 
smitten  down. 

11  All  the  nations  have  I  de- 
stroyed before  tliem,  and  in  the 
east  I  have  scattered  the  people  of 
two  provinces,  even  of  Tynis  and 
Ridou,  and  have  slain  all  their  ene- 
mies. 

12  Speak  thou  therefore  unto 
them,  saying,  Thus  saith  the  Lord, 

13  I  led  you  tli rough  the  sea,  and 
in  the  beginning  gave  you  a  large 
and  safe  passage ;  I  gave  you  Mo- 
^es  for  a  leader,  and  Aaion  for  a 
priest. 

14  I  gave  you  light  in  a  pillar  of 
fire,  and  great  wonders  have  I  done 
among  you  ;  yet  have  ye  forgotten 
me,  saith  the  Lord. 

15  Thus  saith  the  Almighty  Lord, 
The  quails  were  as  a  token  to  you ; 
I  gave  you  tents  for  your  safe- 
guard :  nevertheless  ye  murmured 
there, 

16  And  triumphed  not  in  my 
name  for  the  destruction  of  your 
enemies,  but  ever  to  this  day  do  ye 
yet  murmur. 

17  Wliere  are  the  benefits  that  I 
have  done  for  you?  when  ye  were 
hungry  and  thirsty  in  the  wilder- 
ness, did  ye  not  cry  unto  me, 

18  Sayijig,  Why  hast  thou  brought 
us  into  this  wilderness  to  kill  us? 
it  had  been  better  for  us  to  have 
served  the  Egyptians,  than  to  die 
in  this  wilderness. 

19  Then  had  I  pity  upon  your 
mournings,  and  gave  you  manna  to 
eat;  so  ye  did  eat  angels'  bread. 

20  When  ye  were  thirsty,  did  I 


not  cleave  the  rock,  and  waters 
lloAved  out  to  your  fill  ?  for  the  hesit 
I  covered  you  with  the  leaves  of 
the  trees. 

21  I  divided  among  you  a  fruitful 
land,  I  cast  out  tlie  Canaanites,  the 
Pherezites,  and  the  Philistines,  be- 
fore you:  what  shall  I  yet  do  more 
for  you?  saith  the  Lord. 

22  Thus  saith  the  Almighty  Lord, 
When  ye  were  in  the  wOdcrne*;, 
in  the  river  of  the  Amorites,  being 
athirst,  and  blaspheming  my  name, 

23  I  gave  you  not  fire  for  your 
blasphemies,  but  cast  a  tree  in  the 
water,  and  made  the  river  sweet. 

24  What  sliall  I  do  unto  thee,  0 
Jacob?  thou,  Juda,  wouldest  not 
obey  me :  I  will  turn  me  to  otlier 
nations,  and  unto  those  will  I  give 
my  name,  that  they  may  keep  my 
statutes. 

25  Seeing  ye  have  forsaken  me,  I 
will  forsake  you  also ;  when  ye  de- 
sire me  to  be  gracious  unto  you,  I 
shall  have  no  mercy  upon  you. 

26  Whensoever  ye  shall  call  upon 
me,  I  will  not  hear  you :  for  ye  have 
defiled  your  hands  with  blood,  and 
your  feet  are  swift  to  commit  man- 
slaughter. 

27  Ye  have  not  as  it  were  forsaken 
me,  but  your  own  selves,  saith  the 
Lord. 

28  Thus  saith  the  Almighty  Lord, 
Have  I  not  prayed  you  as  a  fiither 
his  sons,  as  a  mother  her  daughters, 
and  a  nui-se  her  young  babes, 

29  That  ye  would  be  my  i:)€ople, 
and  I  should  be  your  God ;  that  ye 
would  be  my  children,  and  I  should 
be  your  father  ? 

30  I  gathered  you  together,  as  a 
hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under 
her  wings:  but  now,  what  shall  I 
do  imto  you?  I  will  cast  you  out 
from  my  face. 

31  When  ye  offer  uoto  me,  I  will 
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turn  my  fece  from  you:  for  your 
solemn  feastdays,  your  new  moons,  | 
and  your  circumcisions,  have  I  for-  , 
saken.  { 

32  I  sent  unto  yon  my  servants  ; 
the  prophets,  whom  ye  have  taken  j 
and  slain,  and  torn  their  bodies  in  [ 
pieces,  whose  blood  I  will  require  | 
of  your  hands,  saith  tlie  Lord.  j 

33  Thus  saith  the  Almighty  Lord, 
Your  house  is  desolate,  I  will  cast 
you  out  as  the  wind  doth  stubble. 

34  And  your  children  shall  not  be 
fniitful ;  for  they  have  desf)ised  my 
commandment,  and  done  the  tiling 
that  is  evil  before  me. 

35  Your  houses  will  I  give  to  a 
people  that  shall  come;  which  not 
having  heard  of  me  yet  shall  be- 
lieve me ;  to  whom  I  have  shewed 
no  signs,  yet  they  shall  do  that  I 
have  commanded  them. 

36  They  liave  seen  no  prophets, 
yet  they  shall  call  their  sins  to 
remembrance,  and  acknowledge 
them. 

37  I  take  to  witn^s  the  grace  of 
the  people  to  come,  whose  little  | 
ones  rejoice  in  gladness :  and 
though  they  have  not  seen  me 
■with  bodily  eyes,  yet  in  spirit  they 
believe  the  thing  that  I  say,  '  I 

38  And  now,  brother,  behold  what 
glory ;    and   see   the   people   that , 
come  from  the  east: 

39  Unto  whom  I  will  give  for 
leaders,  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jac-ob,  j 
Oseas,  Amos,  and  ilicheas,  Joel,  Ab- 
dias,  and  Jonas, 

40  Nalium,  and  Abacac,  Sophoni- 
as,  Aggeus,  Zachary,  and  Malachy, 
which  is  called  also  an  angel  of 
the  Lord. 

CHAPTER  IL 

I  God  etrmpUxinefh  of  his  people .  10  pet  Etdm* 
it  trilled  to  contort  them.  M  Befame  then  re- 
futed, tiie  GetUdet  art  called.  43  Etdras  teeth 
the  Son  of  God,  and  thou  that  are  crowned 
og  lam. 


THUS  saith  the  Lord,  I  bjought 
this  people  out  of  bondage,  and 
I  gave  them  my  c-ommandments  by 
my  ser\'ants  the  prophets ;  whom 
they  would  not  hear,  but  despised 
m\'  counsels. 

2  The  mother  that  bare  them 
saith  imto  them,  Go  your  way,  ye 
children ;  for  I  am  a  widow  and 
forsaken. 

3  I  brought  you  up  with  gladnes ; 
but  vdih  sorrow  and  heaviness  have 
I  lost  you :  for  ye  have  sinned  be- 
fore the  Lord  your  God,  and  done 
that  tiling  that  is  evil  t>efore  him. 

4  But  what  sliall  I  now  do  xmto 
you  ?  I  am  a  widow  and  for^aken : 
go  your  way,  0  my  children,  and 
ask  mercy  of  the  Lord. 

5  As  for  me,  0  father,  I  call  upon 
thee  for  a  witness  over  the  mother 
of  these  children,  which  would  not 
keep  my  covenant, 

6  That  thou  bring  th^n  to  con- 
fusion, and  theij-  motlier  to  a  spoil, 
that  there  may  be  no  ofispring  oi' 
them. 

7  Let  them  be  scattered  abroad 
among  the  heathen,  let  their  names 
be  put  out  of  the  earth:  for  they 
have  despised  my  covenant. 

8  Woe  be  unto  thee,  Assur,  thou 
that  hidest  the  unrighteous  in  thee! 
0  thou  wicked  people,  remember 
what  I  did  unto  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrha ; 

9  Whose  land  liefh  in  clods  of 
pitch  and  heaps  of  ashes :  even  so . 
also  will  I  do  unto  them  that  hear 
me  not,  saith  the  Almighty  Lord. 

10  Thus  saith  the  Lord  imtoEsdras, 
Tell  my  people  that  I  will  give  them 
the  kingdom  of  Jerusalem,  which  I 
would  have  given  unto  Israel. 

11  Their  glory  also  will  I  take 
unto  me,  and  give  these  the  ever- 
lasting tabernacles,  which  I  had  pre- 
pared for  them. 
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12  They  shall  have  the  tree  of  life 
for  an  ointment  of  sweet  savour; 
they  shall  neither  labour,  nor  be 
weary. 

13  Go,  and  ye  shall  receive :  pray 
for  few  days  unto  you,  that  they 
may  be  shortened :  the  kingdom  is 
already  prepared  for  you:  watch. 

14  Take  heaven  and  earth  to  wit- 
ness; for  I  have  broken  the  evil  in 
pieces,  and  created  the  good:  for  I 
live,  saith  the  Lord. 

15  Mother,  embrace  thy  children, 
and  biing  them  up  with  gladness, 
make  their  feet  as  fast  as  a  pillar: 
for  I  have  chosen  thee,  saith  the 
Lord. 

16  And  those  that  he  dead  will  I 
raise  up  again  from  their  places,  and 
bring  them  out  of  the  graves :  for  I 
have  known  my  name  in  Israel. 

17  Fear  not,  thou  mother  of  the 
children :  for  I  have  chosen  thee, 
saith  the  Lord. 

18  For  thy  help  will  I  send  my 
servants  Esay  and  Jeremy,  after 
whose  counsel  I  have  sanctified 
and  prepartd  for  thee  twelve  trees 
laden  with  divers  fruits, 

19  And  as  many  fountains  flowing 
with  milk  and  honey,  and  seven 
mighty  mountains,  whereupon  there 
grow  roses  and  lilies,  whereby  I  will 
till  thy  children  with  joy. 

20  Do  right  to  the  widow,  judge  for 
the  fatherlesf,  give  to  the  poor,  de- 
fend the  orphan,  clothe  the  naked, 

21  Heal  the  broken  and  the  w«ak, 
laugh  not  a  lame  man  to  scorn,  de- 
fend the  maimed,  and  let  the  blind 
man  come  into  the  sight  of  my 
clearness. 

22  J\  eep  the  old  and  young  within 
thy  walls. 

23  Wheresoever  thou  findest  the 
dead,  take  them  and  bury  them, 
and  I  will  give  thee  the  first  place 
iu  my  resurrection. 
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24  Abide  still,  0  my  people,  and 
take  thy  rest,  for  thy  quietness  shall 
come. 

25  Nourish  thy  children,  0  thou 
good  nur^e ;  stahli.sh  their  feet 

26  As  for  the  servants  whom  I 
have  given  thee,  there  shall  not  one 
of  them  perish;  for  I  will  require 
them  from  among  thy  number. 

27  Be  not  weary:  for  when  the 
day  of  trouble  and  heaviness  com- 
eth,  others  shall  weep  and  be  sor- 
rowful, but  thou  shalt  be  merry 
and  have  abundance. 

28  The  heathen  shall  envy  thee, 
but  they  shall  be  able  to  do  nothing 
against  thee,  ^aith  the  Lord. 

29  My  hands  shall  cover  thee, 
so  that  thy  children  shall  not  see 
hell. 

30  Be  .joyful,  0  thoii  mother,  with 
thy  children;  for  I  will  deliver 
thee,  saith  the  Lord. 

31  Eemember  thy  children  that 
sleep,  for  I  shall  bring  them  out  of 
the  sides  of  the  earth,  and  shew 
mercy  unto  them :  for  I  am  merci- 
ful, saith  the  Lord  Almighty. 

32  Embrace  thy  children  until  I 
come  and  shew  mercy  unto  them: 
for  my  wells  run  over,  and  my  grace 
shall  not  fail. 

33  I  Esdras  received  a  charge  of 
the  Lord  up<Hi  the  mount  Oreb, 
tliat  I  should  go  unto  Israel ;  but 
when  I  came  unto  them,  they  set 
me  at  nought,  and  despised-  the 
eommajidment  of  the  Lord. 

34  And  therefore  I  say  imto  you, 
0  ye  heathen,  that  hear  and  under- 
stand, look  for  your  Shepherd,  he 
shall  give  you  -everlasting  rest;  for 
he  is  nigh  at  liand,  tliat  shall  come 
in  the  end  of  the  world. 

35  Be  ready  to  the  reward  of  the 
kingdom,  for  the  everlasting  light 
shall  shine  upon  you  for  evermore. 

36  Flee  the  shadow  of  this  world, 
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receive  the  joyfulness  of  your  glory : 
I  testify  my  Saviour  openly. 

37  0  receive  the  gift  that  is  given 
you,  and  be  glad,  giving  thanks  un- 
to liim  that  hath  called  you  to  the 
heavenly  kingdom. 

38  Arise  up  and  stand,  behold  the 
number  of  those  that  be  sealed  in 
the  feast  of  the  Lord ; 

39  Which  are  departed  from  the 
shadow  of  the  world,  and  have 
received  glorious  garments  of  the 
Lord. 

40  Take  thy  number,  0  SiMi,  and 
shut  up  those  of  thine  that  are 
clothed  in  white,  which  have  ful- 
tilled  the  law  of  the  Lord. 

41  The  number  of  thy  children, 
whom  thou  longedst  for,  is  fulfil- 
led: beseech  the  power  of  the  Lord, 
that  thy  people,  which  have  been 
called  from  the  beginning,  may  be 
hallowed. 

42  I  Esdras  saw  upon  the  mount 
Sion  a  great  people,  whom  I  could 
not  number,  and  tliey  aU  praised 
the  Lord  with  songs. 

43  And  in  the  mids-t  of  them  there 
was  a  young  man  of  a  high  sta- 
ture, taller  than  all  tlie  rest,  and 
upon  every  one  of  their  heads  he 
set  crowns,  and  was  more  exalted; 
which  I  marvelled  at  greatly. 

44  So  I  asked  the  angel,  and  said. 
Sir,  what  are  these  1 

45  He  answered  and  said  unto 
me.  These  be  they  that  have  put  off 
the  mortal  clothing,  and  put  on  the 
immortal,  and  have  confessed  the 
name  of  God:  now  are  they  crown- 
ed, and  receive  palms. 

46  Then  said  I  \mto  the  angel. 
What  young  person  is  it  that 
crowneth  them,  and  giveth  them 
palms  in  their  hands  1 

47  So  he  answered  and  said  unto 
me,  It  is  the  Son  of  God,  whom 
they  liave  confessed  in  the  world. 
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Then  began  I  greatly  to  commend 
them  that  stood  so  stiffly  for  the 
name  of  the  Lord. 

48  Then  the  angel  said  imto  me. 
Go  thy  way,  and  tell  my  people 
what  manner  of  things,  and  how 
groat  wonders  of  the  Lord  thy  God, 
tl)ou  hast  seen. 

CHAPTER  IIL 

1  Esdrat  it  troubled,  13  and  acknoicledtreth  the 

eitis  of  the  people :  28  yet  complaineth  that  the 
heathen  were  lords  over  them,  being  more 
vricked  than  they. 


IN  the  thirtieth  year  after  the 
ruin  of  the  city  I  was  in  Baby- 
lon, and  lay  troubled  upon  my  bed, 
and  my  tlioughts  came  up  over  my 
heart: 

2  For  I  saw  the  desolation  of  Sion, 
and  the  wealth  of  them  that  dwelt 
at  Babylon. 

3  And  my  spirit  was  sore  moved, 
so  that  I  began  to  speak  woids  full 
of  fear  to  the  most  High,  and  said, 

4  0  Lord,  who  bearest  rule,  thou 
spakest  at  the  beginning,  when  tliou 
didst  plant  the  earth,  and  that  thy- 
self alone,  and  commandedst  the 
people, 

5  And  gavest  a  body  imto  Adam 
without  soul,  which  was  the  work- 
manship of  thine  hands,  and  didst 
breathe  into  him  the  breath  of  life, 
and  he  was  made  living  before  tliee. 

6  And  thou  leddest  him  into  pa- 
radise, which  thy  right  hand  had 
planted,  before  ever  the  earth  came 
forwaid. 

7  And  unto  him  thou  gavest  com- 
mandment to  love  thy  way:  which 
he  transgressed,  and  imimdiately 
thou  a|)pointedst  death  in  him  and 
in  his  generations,  of  wliom  came 
nations,  tribes,  people,  and  kin- 
di  eds,  out  of  nmnber. 

8  And  every  people  walked  after 
their  own  will,  and  did  wondt  rful 
things  before  thee,  and  despised 
thy  commandments. 
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9  And  again  in  process  of  time 
thou  broughtest  the  flood  upon 
those  that  dwelt  in  the  world,  and 
destroyedst  them. 

10  And  it  came  to  pass  in  every  of 
them,  that  as  death  was  to  Adam, 
so  was  the  flood  to  these. 

11  Nevertheless  one  of  them  thou 
leftest,  namely,  Noah  with  liis 
hoiisehold,  of  whom  came  all  rigli- 
teous  men. 

12  And  it  happened,  that  when 
Ihey  that  dwelt  upon  the  earth  be- 
gan to  multiply,  and  had  gotten 
them  many  cLildren,  and  were  a 
great  people,  they  began  again  to 
be  more  ungodly  than  the  firrft. 

13  Now  when  they  lived  so  wick- 
edly before  thee,  thou  didst  choose 
thee  a  man  from  among  them,.whos6 
name  was  Abraham. 

14  Him  thou  lovedst,  and  unto 
l]im  only  thou  shewedst  thy  will : 

15  And  madest  an  everlasting  co- 
venant with  him,  promising  him 
that  thou  wouldest  never  forsake 
his  seed. 

16  And  unto  him  thou  gavest 
Isaac,  and  unto  Isaac  also  thou 
gavest  Jacob  and  Esau.  As  for  Ja- 
cob, thou  didst  choose  him  to  thee, 
and  put  by  Esau :  and  so  Jacob 
became  a  great  multitude. 

17  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  when 
thou  leddest  his  seed  out  of  Egypt, 
thou  broughtest  them  up  to  the 
mount  Sinai. 

18  And  bowing  the  heavens,  thou 
didst  set  fast  tlie  earth,  movedst 
tlie  whole  world,  and  madest  the 
depths  to  tremble,  and  tioubledst 
the  men  of  that  age. 

19  And  thy  glory  went  through 
four  gates,  of  fire,  and  of  earth- 
quake, and  of  wind,  and  of  cold; 
that  thou  miglitest  give  tlie  law  un- 
to the  seed  of  Jacob,  and  diligence 
unto  the  generation  of  IsiaeL 
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20  And  yet  tookest  thou  not  away 


from  them  a  wicked  heart,  that  thy 
law  might  bring  forth  fruit  in  them. 

21  P'or  the  first  Adam  bearing  a 
wicked  heart  transgressed,  and  was 
overcome;  and  so  be  all  they  that 
are  bom  of  him. 

22  Thus  infirmity  was  made  per- 
manent ;  and  tlie  law  (also)  in  the 
heart  of  the  people  witli  tlie  malig- 
nity of  the  root;  so  that  the  goo  I 
departed  away,  and  the  evil  abode 
still. 

23  So  tlie  times  passed  away,  and 
the  years  were  brought  to  an  end: 
then  didst  thou  raise  thee  up  a  ser- 
vant, called  David: 

24  Whom  thou  commandedst  to 
build  a  city  unto  thy  name,  and 
to  offer  incense  and  oblations  imto 
thee  therein. 

25  When  this  was  done  many 
years,  then  they  that  inhabited  the 
city  forsook  thee, 

26  And  in  all  things  did  even  as 
Adam  and  all  his  generations  had 
done:  for  tiiey  also  had  a  wicked 
heart: 

27  And  so  thou  gavest  thy  city  over 
into  the  hands  of  thine  enemies. 

28  Are  their  deeds  then  any  bet- 
ter that  inhabit  Babylon,  tliat  they 
should  therefore  have  the  dominion 
over  Sion? 

29  For  when  I  came  thither,  and 
had  seen  impieties  without  nunibei', 
then  my  soul  saw  many  evildoers  in 
this  thirtieth  year,  so  that  my  heart 
failed  me. 

30  For  I  have  seen  how  thou  suf- 
feres-t  them  sinning,  and  hast  spared 
wicked  doers:  and  hast  destroyed 
thy  i)eople,  and  hast  preserved  thine 
enemies,  and  hast  not  signified  it.   - 

31  I  do  not  remember  liow  this 
way  may  l)e  left:  Are  they  then  of 
Babylon  better  than  they  of  Sion  ? 

32  Or  is  there  any  other  people 
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that  kiio-weth  thee  heside  Israel? 
or  what  generation  hath  6o  helieved 
thy  covenants  as  Jacob  ? 

33  And  yet  their  reward  appear- 
eth  not,  and  their  labour  hath  no 
fmit:  for  I  have  gone  here  and 
there  through  tlie  heathen,  and  I 
see  that  they  flow  in  wealth,  and 
think  not  upon  thy  commandments. 

34  Weigh  thou  therefore  our 
wickedness  now  in  the  balance,  and 
their's  also  that  dwell  in  the  world ; 
and  so  sliall  thy  name  no  where  be 
found  but  in  Israel. 

35  Or  when  was  it  that  they  which 
dwell  upon  the  earth  have  not  sin- 
ned in  thy  sight?  or  what  people 
have  so  kept  thy  commandments  ? 

36  Thou  slialt  tind  that  Israel  by 
name  hath  kept  thy  precepts ;  but 
not  the  heathen. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

1  The  anqtl  decinreth  the  ignorance  ofJSadrcis  in 
God's  judgments,  13  and  adviseth  him  not  to 
meddle  vith  things  above  his  reach.  23  Never- 
tle-less  Esdras  asketh  divers  questions,  and 
receiveth  answers  to  them, 

AND  the  angel  that  was  sent  un- 
_  to  me,  wliose  name  was  Uriel, 
gave  me  an  answer, 

2  And  said.  Thy  heart  liath  gone 
too  fer  in  tliis  world,  and  thinktst 
thou  to  comprehend  the  way  of  the 
most  High? 

3  Then  said  I,  Yea,  my  lord.  And 
lie  answered  me,  and  said,  I  am  sent 
to  shew  thee  three  ways,  and  to  set 
forth  three  similitudes  before  thee  : 

4  Whereof  if  thou  canst  declare 
me  one,  I  will  shew  thee  also  the 
way  that  thou  desirest  to  see,  and 
I  ^mll  shew  thee  from  whence  the 
wicked  heart  cometh. 

5  And  I  said.  Tell  on,  my  lord. 
Then  said  he  unto  me.  Go  thy  way, 
weigh  me  the  weight  of  the  hre,  or 
measure  me  the  blast  of  the  wind,  or 
call  me  again  the  day  that  is  past. 

6  Then  answered  I  and  said.  What 


man  is  able  to  do  that,  that  thou 
shouldest  ask  such  things  of  me  ? 

7  And  he  said  unto  me,  If  I 
should  ask  thee  how  great  dwell- 
ings are  in  the  midst  of  the  sea,  or 
how  many  springs  are  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  deep,  or  how  many 
springs  are  above  the  firmament,  or 
which  are  the  outgoings  of  para- 
dise: 

8  Peradventure  thou  wouldest  say 
unto  me,  I  never  went  down  into 
the  deep,  nor  as  yet  into  hell,  nei- 
ther did  I  ever  climb  up  into  heaven. 

9  Nevertheless  now  have  I  asked 
thee  but  only  of  the  fire  and  wind, 
and  of  the  day  wherethrough  thou 
hast  passed,  and  of  things  from 
which  thou  canst  not  be  separated, 
and  yet  canst  thou  give  me  no  an- 
swer of  them. 

30  He  said  moreover  unto  me, 
Thine  own  things,  and  such  as  are 
grown  up  with  tliee,  canst  thou  not 
know; 

11  How  should  thy  vessel  then  be 
able  to  comprehend  the  way  of  the 
Highest,  and,  the  world  being  now 
outwardly  corrupted,  to  understand 
tlie  comiption  that  is  evident  iu 
my  sight? 

12  Then  said  I  unto  him,  It  were 
better  that  we  were  not  at  all,  than 
tliat  we  should  live  still  iu  wicked- 
ness, and  to  suffer,  and  not  to  know 
wherefore. 

13  He  answered  me,  and  said,  I 
went  into  a  forest  into  a  plain,  and 
the  trees  took  counsel, 

14  And  said.  Come,  let  us  go  and 
make  war  against  the  sea,  that  it 
may  depart  away  before  us,  and 
that  we  may  make  us  more  woods. 

15  The  floods  of  the  sea  also  in 
like  manner  took  counsel,  and  said, 
Come,  let  us  go  up  and  subdue  the 
woods  of  the  plain,  that  there  also 
we  may  make  us  another  country. 
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16  The  thought  of  the  wood  was 
in  vain,  for  the  fire  came  and  con- 
sumed it. 

17  The  thought  of  tlie  floods  of 
the  sea  came  likewise  to  nought, 
for  the  sand  stood  up  and  stopped 
them. 

18  If  thou  wert  judge  now  betwixt 
these  two,  whom  wouldest  thou  be- 
gin to  justify  %  or  whom  wouldest 
thou  condemn? 

19  I  answered  and  said,  Verily  it 
is  a  foolish  thought  that  they  both 
have  devised,  for  the  ground  is  giv- 
en unto  the  wood,  and  the  sea  also 
liath  his  place  to  bear  his  floods. 

20  Then  answered  he  me,  and 
said,  Thou  hast  given  a  right  judg- 
ment, but  why  judgest  thou  not 
thyself  also  ? 

21  For  like  as  the  ground  is  given 
unto  the  wood,  and  the  sea  to  his 
floods:  even  so  they  that  dwell  upon 
the  earth  may  understand  nothing 
but  that  which  is  upon  the  earth: 
and  he  that  dwelleth  above  the 
heavens  may  only  understand  the 
things  that  are  above  the  height  of 
the  heavens. 

22  Then  answered  I  and  said,  I 
beseech  thee,  0  Lord,  let  me  have 
understanding : 

23  For  it  was  not  my  mind  to  be 
curious  of  the  high  things,  but  of 
such  as  pass  by  lis  daily,  namely, 
wheiefore  Israel  is  given  up  as  a 
reproach  to  the  heathen,  and  for 
what  cause  the  people  whom  thou 
hfist  loved  is  given  over  unto  un- 
godly nations,  and  why  the  law  of 
our  ibrefathers  is  brought  to  nought, 
and  the  written  covenants  come  to 
none  effect, 

24  And  we  pass  away  out  of  the 
world  as  grasshoppers,  and  our  life 
is  astonishment  and  fear,  and  we 
are  not  worthy  to  obtain  mercy. 

25  What  will  he  then  do  unto  his 
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name  whereby  we  are  called?  of 
these  things  have  I  asked. 

26  Then  answered  he  me,  and 
said,  The  more  thou  searchest,  the 
more  thou  shalt  maivel ;  for  the 
world  hasteth  fast  to  pass  away, 

27  And  cannot  comprehend  the 
things  that  are  promised  to  the 
righteous  in  time  to  come  :  for  this 
world  is  full  of  unrighteousness  and 
infiiinities. 

28  But  as  concerning  the  tilings 
whereof  thou  askest  me,  I  will  tell 
thee ;  for  the  evil  is  sown,  but  the 
destruction  thereof  is  not  yet  come. 

29  If  therefore  that  which  is  sown 
be  not  turned  upside  down,  and  if 
the  place  where  the  evil  is  sown 
pass  not  away,  then  cannot  it  come 
that  is  sown  with  good. 

30  For  the  grain  of  evil  seed  hath 
been  sown  in  the  heart  of  Adam 
from  the  beginning,  and  how  much 
ungodliness  hath  it  brought  up  un- 
to this  time?  and  how  much  shall 
it  yet  biing  forth  until  the  time  of 
threshing  come? 

31  Ponder  now  by  thyself,  how 
great  fruit  of  wickedness  the  grain 
of  evil  seed  hath  brought  forth. 

32  And  when  the  ears  shall  be  cut 
down,  which  are  without  numbei', 
how  great  a  floor  shall  they  fill  ? 

33  Then  I  answered  and  said. 
How,  and  when  shall  these  things 
come  to  pa>;s?  wherefore  are  our 
years  few  and  evil  ? 

34  And  he  answered  me,  saying. 
Do  not  thou  hasten  above  the  most 
Highest :  for  thy  haste  is  in  vain  to 
be  above  him,  for  thou  hast  much 
exceeded. 

35  Did  not  the  souls  also  of  the 
righteous  ask  question  of  these 
things  in  their  chambers,  saying. 
How  long  shall  I  hope  on  this 
fashion?  when  cometh  the  fruit  of 
the  floor  of  our  reward? 
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36  And  unto  these  things  Uriel 
the  archangel  gave  them  answer, 
and  said,  Even  when  the  number  of 
seeds  is  filled  in  you :  for  he  hath 
weighed  the  world  in  the  balance. 

37  By  measure  hath  he  measuied 
the  times,  and  by  number  hatli  he 
numbered  the  times ;  and  he  doth 
not  move  nor  stir  them,  until  the 
said  measure  be  fulfilled. 

38  Then  answered  I  and  siid,  O 
Lord  that  bearest  rule,  even  we  all 
are  full  of  impiety. 

39  And  for  our  sakes  peradventure 
it  is  that  the  floors  of  the  righteous 
are  not  filled,  because  of  the  sins  of 
them  that  dwell  upon  the  earth. 

40  So  he  answered  me,  and  said, 
Go  thy  way  to  a  woman  ^sith  child, 
and  ask  of  her  when  she  hath  ful- 
filled her  nine  months,  if  her  womb 
may  keep  tlie  birth  any  longer  with- 
in her. 

41  Then  said  I,  No,  Lord,  that 
c^n  she  not.  And  he  said  unto  me. 
In  the  grave  the  chambers  of  souls 
are  like  the  womb  of  a  woman  : 

42  For  like  as  a  woman  that  tra- 
vaileth  maketh  haste  to  escape  the 
necessity  of  the  travail :  even  so 
do  these  places  haste  to  deliver 
those  things  that  are  committed  un- 
to them. 

43  From  the  beginning,  look, 
what  thou  desirest  to  see,  it  shall 
be  shewed  thee. 

44  Then  answered  I  and  said.  If  I 
have  found  favour  in  thy  sight,  and 
if  it  be  possible,  and  if  I  be  meet 
therefoie, 

45  Shew  me  then  whether  there 
be  more  to  come  than  is  past,  or 
more  past  than  is  to  come. 

46  What  is  past  I  know,  but  what 
is  for  to  come  I  know  not. 

47  And  he  said  unto  me,  Stand 
up  upon  the  right  side,  and  I  shall 
expound  the  similitude  unto  thee. 


48  So  I  stood,  and  saw,  and,  he- 
hold,  an  hot  burning  oven  pissed 
by  before  me :  and  it  happened, 
that  when  the  flame  was  gone  by 
I  looked,  and,  behold,  the  smoke 
remained  still. 

49  After  this  there  passed  by  be- 
fore me  a  watery  cloud,  and  sent 
down  much  rain  with  a  storm ;  and 
when  the  stormy  rain  was  past,  the 
drops  remained  still. 

50  Then  said  he  unto  me.  Con- 
sider with  thyself;  as  the  rain  is 
more  tlian  the  drops,  and  as  the 
fire  is  greater  than  the  smoke  ;  but 
the  drops  and  the  smoke  remain 
beliind :  so  the  quantity  ■which  is 
past  did  more  exceed. 

51  Then  I  prayed,  and  said,  May  I 
live,  thinkest  thou,  until  that  time  ? 
or  what  shall  happen  in  those  days? 

62  He  answered  me,  and  said,  As 
for  tlie  tokens  whereof  thou  askest 
me,  I  may  tell  thee  of  tliem  in 
part :  but  as  touching  thy  life,  I 
am  not  sent  to  shew  thee ;  for  I 
do  not  know  it. 

CHAPTEE  V. 

1  Tht  tigm  of  the  limes  to  come.  23  He  atheth 
iihy  God,  choosing  biU  one  people,  did  cast 
them  off.  30  He  is  taught,  that  God's  judg- 
nwn/s  are  unsearchable,  i6  and  that  Goddoeth 
not  all  at  once. 

NEVEETHELESS  as  concern- 
ing the  tokens,  behold,  the 
days  shall  come,  that  they  ■uhich 
dAvell  upon  eartli  shall  be  taken 
in  a  great  number,  and  the  way 
of  truth  shall  be  hidilen,  and  the 
land  shall  be  barren  of  faith. 

2  But  iniquity  .shall  be  increased 
above  th;it  which  now  thou  seest,  or 
that  thou  hast  heard  long  ago. 

3  And  the  land,  tliat  thou  seest 
now  to  have  root,  shalt  thou  see 
wasted  suddenly. 

4  But  if  t!ie  mast  High  grant  thee 
to  live,  thou  shalt  see  after  the 
tliird  trumpet  that  the  stm  shall 
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euddcnly  shine  again  in  tbe  night, 
and  the  moon  thrice  in  the  day: 

5  And  bleed  shall  drop  cut  of 
wood,  and  the  stone  shall  give  his 
voice,  and  tlie  people  shall  be  trou- 
bled: 

6  And  even  he  shall  rule,  vhom 
they  look  not  for  that  dwell  upon 
Ihe  earth,  and  the  fowls  shall  take 
their  iiight  away  tc^ether  : 

7  And  the  Sodomitiah  sea  shall 
cast  out  fish,  and  make  a  noise  in 
the  night,  which  many  have  not 
known:  but  they  sliall  all  hear  the 
voice  thereof. 

8  There  shall  be  a  confusion  also 
in  many  places,  and  the  fire  shall 
be  oft  sent  out  again,  and  the  wild 
beasts  shall  change  their  places, 
and  menstruous  women  shall  bring 
forth  monsters: 

9  And  salt  waters  shall  be  foxmd 
in  the  sweet,  and  all  friends  shall 
destroy  one  another ;  then  shall  wit 
hide  itself,  and  understanding  witli- 
di  aw  itself  into  his  secret  chamber, 

10  And  shall  be  sought  of  many, 
and  yet  not  be  found :  then  shall 
unrighteousness  and  incontinency 
be  mulliplied  upon  earth. 

11  One  land  also  shall  ask  an- 
other, and  say,  Is  righteousness 
that  maketh  a  man  righteous  gone 
through  thee?  And  it  shall  sfiy.  No. 

12  At  the  same  time  shall  men 
hope,  but  nothing  obtain :  they 
shall  labour,  but  their  ways  shall 
not  prosper. 

13  To  shew  thee  such  tokens  I 
have  leave;  and  if  thou  wilt  pray 
again,  and  weep  as  now,  and  fast 
seven  days,  thou  shalt  hear  yet 
greater  things. 

14  Then  I  awaked,  and  an  ex- 
treme tearfulness  went  through  all 
my  body,  and  my  mind  was  tiou- 
bled,  so  that  it  fainted. 

15  So  the  angel  that  was  come  to 


talk  with   me  held  me,  comforted 
me,  and  set  me  up  u]ion  my  feet. 

16  And  in  the  second  night  it 
came  to  pass,  that  Salatliiel  the 
captain  of  the  people  came  unto 
me,  saying,  "Where  hast  thou  been? 
and  why  is  tliy  countenance  so 
heavy  ? 

17  Knowest  thou  not  that  Israel 
is  committed  unto  thee  in  the  laud 
of  their  captivity? 

18  Up  then,  and  eat  bread,  and 
forsake  us  not,  as  the  shepherd 
that  leavelh  his  flock  in  the  hands 
of  cruel  wolves. 

19  Then  said  I  unto  him.  Go  thy 
ways  fiom  me,  and  come  not  niiili 
me.  And  he  heard  what  I  said, 
and  Avent  fiom  me. 

20  And  so  I  fasted  seven  days, 
mourning  and  weeping,  like  as  U- 
riel  the  angel  commanded  me. 

21  And  after  seven  days  so  it  was, 
that  the  thoughts  of  my  heait  were 
very  grievous  unto  me  again, 

22  And  my  soul  recovered  the  spi- 
rit of  understanding,  and  I  began 
to  talk  with  the  most  Higli  again, 

23  And  Kiid,  0  Loixi  that  bearest 
i-ule,  of  every  wood  of  the  earth, 
and  of  all  the  trees  thereof,  thou 
hast  chosen  thee  one  only  vine: 

24  And  of  all  lands  of  the  whole 
world  thou  hast  chosen  thee  one 
pit :  and  of  all  the  flowers  thereof 
one  lily : 

25  And  of  all'  tbe  depths  of  the 
sea  thou  hast  filled  thee  one  river : 
and  of  all  builded  cities  thou  hast 
hallowed  Sion  unto  thyself: 

26  And  of  all  the  fowls  tl)at  are 
created  thou  liast  named  thee  one 
dove  :  and  of  all  the  cattle  that  are 
made  thou  hast  provided  thee  one 
sliecp : 

27  And  among  all  the  multitudes 
of  people  thou  hast  gotten  thee  one 
people:  and  unto  this  people,  whom 
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thou  lovedst,  thou  gavest  a  law  that 
is  approved  of  all. 

28  And  now,  0  Lord,  why  hast 
thou  given  this  one  people  over 
unto  many?  and  upon  the  one  root 
hast  thou  prepared  others,  and  why 
hast  thou  scattered  thy  only  one 
people  among  manyl 

29  And  they  wliich  did  gainsay  thy 
promises,  and  helieved  not  thy  cove- 
nants, have  trodden  them  down. 

30  If  thou  didst  so  much  hate  thy 
people,  yet  shouldest  thou  punish 
them  with  thine  own  hands. 

31  Now  when  I  had  spoken  these 
words,  the  angel  that  came  to  me 
the  night  afore  was  sent  unto  me, 

32  And  said  unto  me.  Hear  me, 
and  I  will  instruct  thee;  hearken 
to  the  thing  that  I  say,  and  I  shall 
tell  thee  more. 

33  And  I  said.  Speak  on,  my  Lord. 
Then  said  he  imto  me,  Thou  art 
sore  troubled  in  mind  for  Israel's 
sake  :  lovest  thou  that  people  better 
than  he  that  made  them  1 

34  And  I  said.  No,  Lord :  but  of 
very  grief  have  I  spoken :  for  my 
reins  pain  me  every  hour,  while  I 
labour  to  comprehend  the  way  of 
the  most  High,  and  to  seek  out 
part  of  his  judgment. 

35  And  he  said  unto  me,  Thou 
canst  not.  And  I  said,  "Wherefore, 
Lord  1  whereunto  was  I  born  then  ? 
or  why  was  not  my  mother's  womb 
then  my  grave,  that  I  might  not 
have  seen  the  travail  of  Jacob,  and 
the  wearisome  toil  of  the  stock  of 
Israel  ? 

36  And  he  said  unto  me.  Num- 
ber me  the  things  that  are  not  yet 
come,  gather  me  together  the  drops 
that  are  scattered  abroad,  make  me 
the  flowers  green  again  that  are 
withered, 

.    37  Open  me  the  places  that  are 
closed,    and    bring   me   forth   the 


winds  that  in  them  are  shut  up, 
shew  me  the  image  of  a  voice : 
and  then  I  will  declare  to  thee  the 
thing  that  thou  labourest  to  know. 

38  And  I  said,  0  Lord  that  bear- 
est  rule,  who  may  know  these 
things,  but  he  that  hath  not  his 
dwelling  with  meni 

39  As  for  me,  I  am  unwise :  how 
may  I  then  speak  of  these  things 
whereof  thou  askest  me  % 

40  Q'hen  said  he  unto  me.  Like  as 
thou  canst  do  none  of  these  things 
that  I  have  spoken  of,  even  so  canst 
thou  not  find  out  my  judgment,  or 
in  the  end  the  love  that  I  have  pro- 
mised unto  my  people. 

41  And  I  said,  Behold,  0  Lord, 
yet  art  thou  nigh  unto  them  that 
be  reserved  till  the  end :  and  what 
shall  they  do  that  have  been  be- 
fore me,  or  we  that  be  now,  or  they 
that  shall  come  after  us  ? 

42  And  he  said  unto  me,  I  will 
liken  my  judgment  unto  a  ring: 
like  as  there  is  no  slackness  of  the 
last,  even  so  there  is  no  swiftness 
of  the  first. 

43  So  I  answered  and  said,  Could- 
est  thou  not  make  those  that  have 
been  made,  and  be  now,  and  that 
are  for  to  come,  at  once ;  that  thou 
mightest  shew  thy  judgment  the 
sooner  \ 

44  Then  answered  he  me,  and 
said.  The  creature  may  not  haste 
above  the  maker ;  neither  may  the 
world  hold  them  at  once  that  shall 
be  created  therein. 

45  And  I  said.  As  thou  hast  said 
unto  thy  servant,  that  thou,  which 
givest  life  to  all,  hast  given  life  at 
once  to  the  creature  that  thou  hast 
created,  and  the  creature  bare  it : 
even  so  it  might  now  also  bear 
them  that  now  be  present  at  once. 

46  And  he  said  unto  me.  Ask  the 
womb  of  a  woman,  and  say  unto  her, 

C 


Apocrypha. 


II.  ESDRAS,  VI. 


Apocryplta 


If  tliou  briiigest  forth  cliildien,  wliy 
dost  thou  it  not  together,  but  one 
after  anotlier?  pray  her  therefore 
to  bring  forth  ten  children  at  once. 

47  And  I  said,  She  (smnot:  but 
must  do  it  by  distance  of  time, 

48  Then  said  he  unto  me,  Even  so 
have  I  given  the  womb  of  tlie  eartli 
to  those  that  be  sown  in  it  in  their 
times. 

49  For  like  as  a  young  child  may 
not  bring  forth  the  tilings  that  be- 
long to  the  aged,  even  so  have  I  dis- 
posed tlie  world  which  I  created. 

60  And  I  asked,  and  said.  Seeing 
thou  hast  now  given  me  the  way,  I 
will  proceed  to  speak  before  thee: 
for  our  mother,  of  whom  thou  hast 
told  me  that  she  is  young,  draweth 
DOW  nigh  unto  age. 

51  He  answered  me,  and  said,  Ask 
a  woman  tliat  beareth  children,  and 
elie  shall  tell  thee. 

52  Say  unto  her,  Wherefore  are 
not  they  whom  tliou  hast  now 
brought  forth  like  those  that  were 
befoie,  hut  less  of  stature \ 

53  And  she  shall  answer  thee, 
They  tliat  be  bom  in  the  strength 
of  youth  are  of  one  fa-fhion,  and 
they  that  are  bom  in  the  time  of 
age,  when  the  womb  faileth,  are 
otherwise. 

54  Consider  thou  therefore  also, 
how  that  ye  are  less  of  stature  than 
those  that  were  before  you. 

55  And  so  are  they  that  come 
after  you  less  than  ye,  as  tlie  crea- 
tures which  now  begin  to  be  old, 
and  have  passed  over  the  strength 
of  youth. 

56  Tlien  said  I,  Lord,  I  beseech 
thee,  if  I  have  found  favour  in  thy 
sight,  shew  thy  servant  by  whom 
thou  visitest  thy  creature. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

I  GfxVt  purpofe  is  eternal.  8  37(6  vert,  urorld 
glioU  Jottow  this  immediattlv.  13  H7(o(  t)iaU 
Jail  out  at  the  last,   31  He  is  prcmited  more 


kvonledge,  38  find  recJitmeth  np  the  wcrkf  nf 
the  creation,  67  atid  vx>mpiUnetli  that  Ihe'u 
hme  no  part  in  the  world  for  whom  it  vm» 
made. 

AND  he  .'aid  unto  me,  In  the  l^e- 
.  ginning,  when  the  earth  was 
made,  tiefore  the  borders  of  the 
world  stood,  or  ever  the  winds  blew, 

2  Before  it  thundered  and  light- 
ened, or  evei"  the  foundations  of 
paradi.se  were  laid, 

3  Before  the  fair  flowers  were  seen, 
or  ever  tlie  moveable  powers  were 
established,  before  the  innumerablf! 
multitude  of  angels  were  gatiiered 
together, 

4  Or  ever  the  heights  of  the  air 
weie  lifttd  up,  before  the  mea-sures 
of  the  firmament  were  named,  or 
ever  the  chimneys  in  Sion  were 
hot, 

5  And  ere  the  present  years  were 
sought  out,  and  or  ever  the  inven- 
tions of  them  that  now  sin  wtre 
turned,  before  they  were  sealed  that 
have  gatiiered  faith  for  a  Ireasme : 

6  Then  did  I  consider  these 
things,  and  they  all  weie  made 
through  me  alone,  and  through 
none  otlier :  by  me  aLso  they  sliall 
be  ended,  and  by  none  rth^r. 

7  Thtn  answered  I  and  said,  What 
shall  be  the  parting  asunder  of  the 
times?  or  when  shall  be  the  end 
of  the  first,  and  the  beginning  of 
it  that  followetli  ? 

8  And  he  ssiid  unto  me,  From 
Abraham  unto  Isaac,  when  Jacob 
and  Esau  were  boin  of  him,  Jacob's 
hand  held  first  the  lieel  of  Esau. 

9  For  Esau  is  the  end  of  the 
world,  and  Jacob  is  the  beginning 
of  it  that  followetli. 

10  Tlie  hand  of  man  is  betwixt 
the  heel  and  the  hand :  other  ques- 
tion, Esdras,  ask  thou  not. 

11  I  answered  then  and  said,  0 
Lord  that  bearest  nile,  if  I  have 
found  favour  in  thy  sight. 
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12  I  beseech  thee,  shew  thy  servant 
the  end  of  thy  tokens,  whereof  thou 
ehewedst  nie  part  the  last  niglit. 

13  So  he  answered  and  said  unto 
me,  Stand  up  upon  thy  feet,  and 
hear  a  mighty  sounding  voice. 

14  And  it  shall  he  as  it  were  a 
great  motion ;  but  the  place  where 
thou  standest  sliall  not  be  moved. 

15  And  therefore  when  it  speak- 
eth  be  not  afiaid:  for  the  word  is 
of  the  end,  and  tlie  foundation  of 
the  earth  is  understood, 

16  And  why?  because  the  speech  of 
these  things  trembletli  and  is  mov- 
ed :  for  it  knoweth  tliat  the  end  of 
these  tilings  must  be  clianged. 

17  And  it  happened,  that  when  I 
had  heard  it  I  stood  up  upon  my 
feet,  and  hearkened,  and,  behold, 
there  was  a  voice  that  spake,  and 
the  sound  of  it  was  like  the  sound 
of  many  waters. 

18  And  it  said.  Behold,  the  days 
come,  that  I  will  begin  to  draw 
iiigli,  and  to  visit  them  that  dwell 
•upon  the  earth, 

19  And  will  begin  to  make  in- 
quisition of  them,  Avhat  Ihey  be  tliat 
liave  hurt  unjustly  with  their  un- 
righteousness, and  when  the  aflBlic- 
tion  of  Sion  shall  be  fulfilled; 

20  And  when  the  world,  that 
sliall  begin  to  vanish  away,  shall  be 
finished,  then  will  I  shew  these  to- 
kens: Ihe  books  sliall  be  opened  be- 
fore the  firmament,  and  they  shall 
see  all  together: 

21  And  the  children  of  a  year  old 
shall  speak  with  their  voices,  the 
women  with  child  shall  bring  forth 
untimely  children  of  three  or  four 
months  old,  and  they  shall  live, 
and  be  raised  up, 

22  And  suddenly  shall  the  sown 
places  appear  unsown,  the  full 
storehouses  shall  suddenly  be  found 
empty : 


23  And  the  trumpet  shall  give 
a  sound,  which  when  every  man 
heareth,  they  shall  be  suddenly 
afraid. 

24  At  that  time  shall  friends  fight 
one  against  another  like  enemies, 
and  the  earth  shall  stand  in  fear 
with  those  that  dwell  therein,  the 
springs  of  the  fountains  shall  stand 
still,  and  in  three  hours  they  shall 
not  ran. 

25  Whosoever  remaineth  from  all 
these  that  I  have  told  thee  shall 
escape,  and  see  my  salvation,  and 
the  end  of  your  world, 

26  And  the  men  that  are  received 
shall  see  it,  who  have  not  tasted 
death  from  tlieir  birth :  and  the 
lieart  of  the  inhabitants  shall  be 
changed,  and  turned  into  anotlier 
meaning. 

27  For  evil  shall  be  put  out,  and 
deceit  shall  be  quenched. 

28  As  for  faith,  it  shall  flourish, 
coiTuption  shall  be  overcome,  and 
the  truth,  which  hath  been  so  long 
without  fruit,  shall  be  declared, 

29  And  when  he  talked  with  me, 
behold,  I  looked  by  little  and  little 
upon  him  before  whom  I  stood, 

30  And  these  words  said  he  unto 
me ;  I  am  come  to  shew  thee  the 
time  of  the  night  to  come. 

31  If  thou  wilt  pi-ay  yet  more,  and 
fast  seven  days  again,  I  shall  tell 
thee  greater  thuigs  by  day  than  I 
have  heard, 

32  For  tliy  voice  is  heard  before 
the  most  High :  for  the  flighty  hath 
seen  thy  righteous  dealing,  he  hath 
seen  also  thy  chastity,  which  thou 
hast  had  ever  since  thy  youth. 

33  And  therefore  hath  he  sent 
me  to  shew  thee  all  these  things, 
and  to  say  unto  thee,  Be  of  good 
comfort,  and  fear  not, 

34  And  hasten  not  with  the  times 
that  are  past,  to  think  vain  things, 
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that  thou  mayest  not  hasten  from 
the  latter  times, 

35  And  it  came  to  pass  after  this, 
tliat  I  wept  again,  and  fasted  seven 
days  in  like  manner,  that  I  might 
fulfil  the  three  weeks  which  he  told 
me. 

36  And  in  the  eighth  night  was 
my  heart  vexed  within  me  again, 
and  I  began  to  speak  hefore  the 
most  High. 

37  For  my  spirit  was  greatly  set  on 
fire,  and  my  soul  was  in  distress. 

38  And  I  said,  0  Lord,  thou  spak- 
est  from  the  beginning  of  the  cre- 
ation, even  the  first  day,  and  saidst 
thus ;  Let  heaven  and  earth  be 
made ;  and  thy  word  was  a  perfect 
work. 

39  And  then  was  the  spirit,  and 
darkness  and  silence  were  on  every 
side  ;  the  sound  of  man's  voice  w^as 
not  yet  formed. 

40  Then  commandedst  thou  a  fair 
light  to  come  forth  of  thy  treasiu-es, 
tliat  thy  work  might  appear. 

41  Upon  the  second  day  thou  mad- 
est  the  spirit  of  the  firmament,  and 
commandedst  it  to  part  asunder, 
and  to  make  a  division  betwixt  the 
waters,  that  the  one  part  might  go 
up,  and  the  other  remain  beneatli. 

42  Upon  tlie  third  day  thou  didst 
command  that  the  watei"s  should  be 
gathered  in  the  seventli  part  of  the 
earth:  six  parts  hast  thou  dried  up, 
and  kept  them,  to  the  intent  that 
of  these  some  being  planted  of  God 
and  tilled  might  serve  thee. 

43  For  as  soon  as  thy  word  went 
forth  the  work  was  made. 

44  For  immediately  there  was 
great  and  innumerable  fruit,  and 
many  and  divers  pleasures  for  the 
taste,  and  flowers  of  unchangeable 
colour,  and  odours  of  wonderful 
smell:  and  this  was  done  the  third 
day. 


45  L^pon  the  fourth  day  thou  com- 
mandtdst  that  the  sun  should  shine, 
and  the  moon  give  her  light,  and 
the  stars  should  be  in  order : 

46  And  gavest  them  a  charge  to 
do  service  unto  man,  that  was  to 
be  made. 

47  Upon  the  fifth  day  thou  saidst 
unto  the  seventh  part,  where  the 
waters  were  gathered,  tliat  it  should 
bring  forth  living  creatures,  fowls 
and  fishes :  and  so  it  came  to  pass. 

48  For  the  dumb  water  and  with- 
out life  brought  forth  living  things 
at  the  conimandment  of  God,  that 
all  people  might  praise  thy  won- 
drous works. 

49  Then  didst  thou  ordain  two  liv- 
ing creatures,  the  one  thou  calledst 
Enoch,  and  the  other  Leviathan ; 

50  And  didst  separate  the  one 
from  the  other:  for  tlie  seventh 
part,  namely,  where  tlie  water  was 
gathered  together,  might  not  hold 
them  both. 

51  Unto  Enoch  thou  gavest  one 
part,  wliich  was  dried  up  the  third 
day,  that  he  should  dwell  in  the 
same  part,  wherein  are  a  thousand 
hills : 

52  But  unto  Leviathan  thou  gavest 
the  seventh  part,  namely,  the  moist ; 
and  hast  kept  him  to  be  devoured 
of  whom  thou  wilt,  and  when. 

53  Upon  the  sixth  day  thou  gavest 
commandment  mito  the  eartli,  that 
before  thee  it  should  bring  forth 
beasts,  cattle,  and  creeping  things: 

54  And  after  these,  Adam  also, 
whom  thou  madest  lord  of  all  thy 
creatures :  of  him  come  we  all,  and 
the  people  also  whom  thou  hast 
chosen. 

55  All  this  have  I  spoken  before 
thee,  0  Lord,  because  thou  madest 
the  world  for  our  sakes. 

56  As  for  the  other  people,  which 
also  come  of  Adam,  thou  hast  said 
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that  tliey  are  nothing,  but  be  like 
unto  spittle:  and  hast  likened  the 
abundance  of  them  unto  a  drop 
that  falleth  from  a  vessel. 

57  And  now,  0  Lord,  behold,  these 
heathen,  which  have  ever  been  re- 
puted as  nothing,  have  begun  to  be 
lords  over  us,  and  to  devour  us. 

58  But  we  thy  people,  whom  thou 
hast  called  thy  tirstbom,  thy  only 
begotten,  and  thy  fervent  lover,  are 
given  into  their  hands. 

59  If  the  world  now  be  made  for 
our  sakes,  why  do  we  not  possess 
an  inheritance  with  the  world  %  how 
long  shall  this  endiire  ? 

CHAPTER  VII. 

4  The  way  is  narrow.  12  When  it  was  made 
narrow.  28  All  shall  die,  atul  rise  again,  33 
Christ  shall  sit  in  judgment.  46  God  halh  not 
made  paradise  in  vain,  62  and  is  merciful. 

AND  when  I  had  made  an  end 
.  of  speaking  these  words,  there 
was  sent  \mto  me  the  angel  which 
liad  been  sent  unto  me  the  nights 
afore : 

2  And  he  said  unto  me.  Up,  Es- 
dras,  and  hear  the  words  tliat  I  am 
come  to  tell  thee. 

3  And  I  said.  Speak  on,  my  God. 
Then  said  he  unto  me.  The  sea  is 
set  in  a  wide  place,  that  it  might 
be  deep  and  great. 

4  But  put  the  case  the  entrance 
were  narrow,  and  like  a  river ; 

5  Who  then  could  go  into  the  sea 
to  look  upon  it,  and  to  rule  it  ?  if  he 
went  not  through  the  narrow,  how 
could  he  come  into  the  broad? 

6  There  is  also  anotlier  thing;  A 
city  is  builded,  and  set  upon  a 
bi  oad  field,  and  is  full  of  all  good 
things : 

7  The  entrance  thereof  is  narrow, 
and  is  set  in  a  dangerous  place  to 
fall,  like  as  if  there  were  a  fire  on 
the  right  hand,  and  on  the  left  a 
deep  water: 

8  And  one  only  path  between  them 


both,  even  between  the  fire  and  the 
water,  so  small  that  there  could  but 
one  man  go  there  at  once. 

9  If  this  city  now  were  given  un- 
to a  man  for  an  inheritance,  if  he 
never  shall  pass  the  danger  set  be- 
fore it,  how  shall  he  receive  this 
inheritance  ? 

10  And  I  said.  It  is  so.  Lord. 
Then  said  he  unto  me,  Even  so 
also  is  Israel's  portion. 

11  Because  for  their  sakes  I  made 
the  world:  and  when  Adam  trans- 
gressed my  statutes,  then  was  de- 
cieed  that  now  is  done. 

12  Then  were  the  entrances  of 
this  Avorld  made  nariow,  full  of 
sorrow  and  travail :  they  are  but 
few  and  evil,  full  of  perils,  and  veiy 
painful. 

13  For  the  entrances  of  the  elder 
world  were  wide  and  sure,  and 
brought  immortal  fruit. 

14  If  then  they  that  live  labour 
not  to  enter  these  strait  and  vain 
things,  they  can  never  receive  those 
that  aie  laid  up  for  them. 

15  Now  therefore  why  disquietest 
thou  thyself,  seeing  thou  art  but 
a  corruptible  man?  and  why  art 
thou  moved,  whereas  thou  art  but 
mortal  ? 

16  Why  hast  thou  not  considered 
in  thy  mind  this  thing  that  is  to 
come,  rather  than  that  which  in 
present  ? 

17  Then  answered  I  and  said,  O 
Lord  that  bearest  rule,  thou  hast 
ordained  in  thy  law,  that  the  righ- 
teous should  inherit  these  things, 
but  that  the  ungodly  should  perish. 

18  Nevertheless  the  righteous  shall 
suffer  strait  things,  and  hope  for 
wide:  for  they  that  have  done  wick- 
edly have  suffered  the  strait  things, 
and  yet  shall  not  see  the  wide. 

19  And  he  said  unto  me.  There 
is  no  judge  above  God,  and  none 
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that  hath  understanding  above  the 
Highest. 

20  For  there  be  many  that  perish 
in  this  life,  because  they  despise  the 
law  of  God  that  is  set  before  them. 

21  For  God  hath  given  strait  com- 
mandment to  such  as  came,  what 
they  should  do  to  live,  even  as  they 
came,  and  what  they  should  observe 
to  avoid  punishment. 

22  Nevertheless  they  were  not  obe- 
dient unto  him ;  but  spake  ag^unst 
him,  and  imagined  vain  things ; 

23  And  deceived  themselves  by 
tlieir  wicked  deeds ;  and  said  of 
the  most  High,  that  he  is  not;  and 
knew  not  his  ways: 

24  But  his  law  have  they  de- 
spised, and  denied  his  covenants ; 
in  his  statutes  have  they  not  been 
faitliful,  and  have  not  performed  his 
woiks. 

25  And  therefore,  Esdras,  for  the 
empty  are  empty  things,  and  for 
the  full  are  the  lull  things. 

26  Behold,  the  time  shall  come, 
that  these  tokens  which  I  have  told 
thee  shall  come  to  pass,  and  the 
bride  shall  appear,  and  she  coming 
forth  shall  be  seen,  that  now  is 
withdra^\^l  from  the  eaiih. 

27  And  whosoever  is  delivered 
from  the  foresaid  evils  shall  see 
my  wonders. 

28  For  my  son  Jesus  shall  be  re- 
vealed with  those  that  be  with  him, 
and  they  that  remain  shall  rejoice 
within  four  hundred  years. 

29  After  these  years  shall  my  son 
Christ  die,  and  all  men  that  have  life. 

30  And  the  world  sliall  lie  turned 
into  the  old  silence  seven  days,  like 
as  in  the  former  judgments :  so  that 
no  man  shall  remain. 

31  And  after  seven  days  the  world, 
that  yet  awaketh  not,  shall  be  rais- 
ed up,  and  that  shall  die  that  is 
cormpt. 
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82  And  the  earth  shall  restore 
those  that  aie  asleep  in  her,  and  so 
shall  the  dust  those  that  dwell  in 
silence,  and  the  secret  places  shall 
deliver  those  souls  that  were  com- 
mitted imto  them. 

33  And  the  most  High  sliall  ap- 
pear upon  the  seat  of  judgment, 
and  misery  shall  pass  away,  and  the 
long  suffering  sliall  have  an  end: 

34  But  judgment  only  shall  re- 
main, truth  shall  stand,  and  faith 
shall  wax  strong: 

35  And  the  work  shall  follow,  and 
the  reward  shall  be  shewed,  and  the 
good  deeds  shall  be  of  force,  and 
wicked  deeds  shall  bear  no  rule. 

36  Then  said  I,  Abraham  prayed 
first  for  the  Sodomites,  and  Moses 
for  the  fathers  that  sinned  in  the 
wilderness : 

37  And  Jesus  after  him  for  Israel 
in  the  time  of  Achan : 

38  And  Samuel  and  David  for 
the  destruction  :  and  Solomon  for 
them  that  should  come  to  the  sanc- 
tuary : 

39  And  Helias  for  those  that  re- 
ceived rain ;  and  for  the  dead,  that 
he  might  live: 

40  And  Ezechias  for  the  people 
in  the  time  of  Sennacherib :  and 
many  for  many. 

41  Even  so  now,  seeing  corrup- 
tion is  growTi  up,  and  wickedness 
increased,  and  the  righteous  have 
prayed  for  the  ungodly :  wherefore 
shall  it  not  be  so  now  also? 

42  He  answered  me,  and  said, 
This  present  life  is  not  the  end 
where  much  glory  doth  abide; 
therefore  have  they  prayed  for  the 
weak. 

43  But  the  day  of  doom  shall  be 
the  end  of  this  time,  and  the  be- 
ginning of  the  immortality  for  to 
come,  wherein  corruption  is  past, 

44  Intemperance  is  at  an  end,  in. 
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fidelity  is  cut.  oif,  righteousness  is 
grown,  and  tnilh  is  sprung  up. 

45  Then  shall  no  ninn  be  able  to 
Siive  him  that  is  destroyed,  nor  to 
oppress  him  that  hath  gotten  the 
victory. 

46  I  answered  then  and  said,  This 
is  my  firet  and  last  saying,  that  it 
had  been  better  not  to  have  given 
the  earth  unto  Adam:  or  else,  when 
it  was  given  him,  to  have  restrained 
him  from  sinning. 

47  For  what  profit  is  it  for  men 
now  in  this  present  time  to  live  in 
heaviness,  and  after  death  to  look 
for  punishment? 

48  0  thou  Adam,  what  hast  thou 
done?  for  though  it  was  thou  that 
sinned,  thou  art  not  fallen  alone, 
but  we  all  that  come  of  thee. 

49  For  what  profit  is  it  unto  us,  if 
there  be  promised  us  an  immortal 
time,  whereas  we  have  done  the 
works  that  bring  death  \ 

.50  And  that  there  is  promised  us 
an  evei lasting  hope,  whereas  oxir- 
selves  being  most  wicked  are  made 
vain  ? 

51  And  that  there  are  laid  up  for 
us  dwellings  of  lualth  and  safety, 
whereas  we  have  lived  wickedly? 

52  And  that  the  glory  of  the  most 
High  is  kept  to  defend  them  which 
have  led  a  wary  life,  whereas  we 
have  walked  in  the  most  wicked 
ways  of  all? 

63  And  that  there  should  be 
shewed  a  paradise,  whose  fruit  en- 
dureth  for  ever,  wherein  is  security 
and  medicine,  since  wo  shall  not 
enter  into  it? 

54  (For  we  have  walked  in  un- 
pleasant places.) 

55  And  that  the  faces  of  them 
which  have  used  abstinence  shall 
shine  above  the  stars,  whereas  our 
faces  shall  be  blacker  than  dark- 
ness 1 


56  For  while  we  lived  and  coii>- 
mitted  iniquity,  we  considered  not 
that  we  should  begin  to  suffer  for 
it  after  death. 

57  Then  answered  he  me,  and 
said,  This  is  the  condition  of  the 
battle,  which  man  that  is  born 
upon  the  earth  shall  fight; 

58  That,  if  he  be  overcome,  he 
shall  suffer  as  thou  hast  said :  but 
if  he  get  the  victory,  he  shall  re- 
ceive the  thing  that  I  ^ay. 

59  For  this  is  the  life  whereof 
IMoses  spake  unto  the  people  while 
he  lived,  saying,  Choohe  thee  life, 
that  thou  may  est  live. 

60  Nevertheless  they  believed 
not  him,  nor  yet  the  prophets  after 
him,  no  nor  me  which  have  spoken 
unto  them, 

61  That  there  should  not  be  such 
heaviness  in  their  destruction,  as 
shall  be  joy  over  them  that  are 
persuaded  to  salvation. 

62  I  answered  then,  and  said,  I 
know,  Loid,  that  the  most  High  is 
called  merciful,  in  that  he  hatli 
mercy  upon  them  which  are  not 
yet  come  into  the  world, 

63  And  upon  those  also  that  turn 
to  his  law ; 

64  And  that  he  is  patient,  and 
long  suffereth  those  that  have  sin- 
ned, as  his  creatures ; 

65  And  that  he  is  bountiful,  for  he 
is  ready  to  give  where  it  needeth ; 

66  And  that  he  is  of  great  mercy, 
for  he  miiltiplieth  more  and  more 
mercies  to  them  that  are  present, 
and  that  are  past,  and  also  to  them 
which  are  to  come. 

67  For  if  he  shall  not  multiply  his 
mercies,  the  world  would  not  conti- 
nue with  them  that  inherit  therein. 

68  And  he  pardoneth ;  for  if  he 
did  not  so  of  his  goodness,  that 
they  which  have  committed  iniqui- 
ties might  be  eased  of  them,  tlie 
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ten  thousandth  part  of  men  should 
not  remain  living. 

69  And  being  judge,  if  he  should 
not  forgive  them  that  are  cured 
•with  his  word,  and  put  out  the  mul- 
titude of  contentions, 

70  There  should  be  very  few  left 
peradventure  in  an  innumerable 
multitude. 

CHAPTER  VIIL 

1  Many  created,  hut  few  saved.  6  He  asieth  why 
God  destroyelh  his  own  work,  26  and  pray- 
eth  God  to  look  upon  the  people  which  only 
serve  him.  41  God  answereth,  that  all  seed 
Cometh  not  to  good,  52  and  tlial  glory  is  pre- 

,    pared  for  him  and  such  like, 

AND  he  answered  me,  saying, 
.  The  most  High  hath  made 
this  world  for  many,  but  the  world 
to  come  for  few. 

2  I  will  tell  thee  a  similitude, 
Esdras;  As  when  thou  askest  the 
earth,  it  shall  say  unto  thee,  that  it 
giveth  much  mould  whereof  earth- 
en vessels  are  made,  but  little  dust 
that  gold  Cometh  of:  even  so  is  the 
course  of  this  present  world. 

3  There  be  many  created,  but  few 
shall  be  saved. 

4  So  answered  I  and  said,  Swal- 
low then  down,  0  my  soul,  under- 
standing, and  devour  wisdom. 

6  For  thou  hast  agreed  to  give 
ear,  and  art  willing  to  piophesy: 
for  thou  hast  no  longer  space  than 
only  to  live. 

6  O  Lord,  if  thou  suffer  not  thy 
servant,  that  we  may  pray  before 
thee,  and  thou  give  us  seed  unto 
our  heart,  and  culture  to  our  un- 
derstanding, that  there  may  come 
fruit  of  it ;  how  shall  each  man  live 
that  is  corrupt,  who  beareth  the 
place  of  a  man  ? 

7  For  thou  art  alone,  and  we  all 
one  workmanship  of  thine  hands, 
like  as  thou  hast  said. 

8  For  when  the  body  is  fashioned 
now   in   the   mother's  womb,  and 


thou  givest  it  members,  thy  crea- 
ture is  preserved  in  fire  and  water, 
and  nine  months  doth  thy  work- 
manship endure  thy  creature  which 
is  created  in  her. 

9  But  that  which  keepeth  and  is 
kept  shall  both  be  preserved:  and 
when  the  time  cometh,  the  womb 
preseiTcd  delivereth  up  the  things 
that  gi-ew  in  it. 

10  For  thou  hast  commanded  out 
of  the  parts  of  the  body,  that  is 
to  say,  out  of  the  breasts,  milk  to 
be  given,  which  is  the  fruit  of  the 
breasts, 

11  That  the  thing  which  is  fash- 
ioned may  be  nourished  for  a  time, 
till  thou  disposest  it  to  thy  mercy. 

12  Thou  broughtest  it  up  with  thy 
righteousness,  and  nurturedst  it  in 
thy  law,  and  reformedst  it  with  thy 
judgment. 

13  And  thou  shalt  mortify  it  as 
thy  creature,  and  quicken  it  as  thy 
work. 

14  If  therefore  thou  shalt  destroy 
him  which  with  so  great  labour  was 
fashioned,  it  is  an  easy  thing  to  be 
ordained  by  thy  commandment,  that 
the  thing  which  was  made  might  be 
preserved. 

15  Now  therefore,  Lord,  I  will 
speak ;  touching  man  in  general, 
thou  knowest  best;  but  touching 
thy  people,  for  whose  sake  I  am 
sorry ; 

16  And  for  thine  inheritance,  for 
whose  cause  I  mourn;  and  for  Is- 
rael, for  whom  I  am  heavy ;  and 
for  Jacob,  for  whose  sake  I  am 
troubled ; 

17  Therefore  will  I  begin  to  pray 
before  thee  for  myself  and  for  them: 
for  I  see  the  falls  of  us  that  dwell 
in  the  land. 

18  But  I  have  heard  the  swiftness 
of  the  judge  which  is  to  come. 

19  Therefore  hear  my  voice,  aad 
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understand  my  words,  and  I  shall 
epeak  before  thee.  This  is  the  be- 
ginning of  the  words  of  Esdras,  be- 
fore he  was  taken  up:  and  I  said, 

20  0  Lord,  thou  that  dwellest 
in  everlasting-ness,  which  beholdest 
from  above  things  in  the  heaven 
and  in  the  air  ; 

21  Whose  throne  is  inestimable; 
whose  glory  may  not  be  compre- 
hended ;  before  whom  the  hosts  of 
angels  stand  with  trembling, 

22  Whose  service  is  conversant  in 
wind  and  fire;  Avhose  word  is  true, 
and  sayings  constant;  whose  com- 
mandment is  strong,  and  ordinance 
fearful ; 

23  Whose  look  drieth  up  the 
depths,  and  indignation  maketh  the 
momitains  to  melt  away ;  which  the 
truth  witnesseth: 

24  0  hear  the  prayer  of  thy  ser- 
vant, and  give  ear  to  the  petition 
of  thy  creature. 

25  For  while  I  live  I  will  speak, 
and  so  long  as  I  have  understand- 
ing I  will  answer. 

26  0  look  not  upon  the  sins  of 
thy  people;  but  on  them  which 
serve  thee  in  truth. 

27  Eegard  not  the  wicked  inven- 
tions of  the  heathen,  but  the  desire 
of  those  that  keep  thy  testimonies 
in  afflictions. 

28  Think  not  upon  those  that 
have  walked  feignedly  before  thee : 
but  remember  them,  which  accord- 
ing to  thy  will  have  known  thy  fear. 

29  Let  it  not  be  thy  will  to  de- 
stroy them  which  have  lived  like 
beasts;  but  to  look  upon  them  that 
have  clearly  taught  thy  law. 

30  Take  thou  no  indignation  at 
them  which  are  deemed  worse  than 
beasts;  but  love  them  that  alway 
put  their  trust  in  thy  righteousness 
and  glory. 

31  Tor  we  and  our  fathers  do  lan- 


guish of  such  diseases :  but  because 
of  us  sinners  thou  shalt  be  called 
merciful. 

32  For  if  thou  hast  a  desire  to 
have  mercy  upon  us,  thou  shalt  be 
called  merciful,  to  us  namely,  that 
have  no  works  of  righteousness. 

33  For  the  just,  Avhich  have  many 
good  works  laid  up  with  thee,  shall 
out  of  their  own  deeds  receive  re- 
ward. 

34  For  what  is  man,  that  thou 
shouldest  take  displeasure  at  him? 
or  what  is  a  corruptible  generation, 
that  thou  shouldest  be  so  bitter  to- 
ward it? 

35  For  in  truth  there  is  no  man 
among  them  that  be  bom,  but  he 
hath  dealt  wickedly;  and  among 
the  faithful  there  is  none  which 
hatli  not  done  amiss. 

36  For  in  this,  0  Lord,  thy  right- 
eousness and  thy  goodness  shall  be 
declared,  if  thou  be  merciful  unto 
them  which  have  not  the  confidence 
of  good  works. 

37  Then  answered  he  me,  and 
said.  Some  things  hast  thou  spo- 
ken aright,  and  according  unto  thy 
words  it  sliall  be. 

38  For  indeed  I  will  not  think  on 
the  disposition  of  them  wliich  have 
sinned  before  death,  before  judg- 
ment, before  destruction: 

39  But  I  will  rejoice  over  the  dis- 
position of  the  righteous,  and  I  will 
remember  also  their  pilgrimage,  and 
the  salvation,  and  the  reward,  that 
they  shall  have. 

40  Like  as  I  have  spoken  now,  so 
shall  it  come  to  pass. 

41  For  as  the  husbandman  soweth 
much  seed  upon  the  ground,  and 
planteth  many  trees,  and  yet  the 
thing  that  is  sown  good  in  his  sea- 
son Cometh  not  up,  neither  dotli 
all  that  is  planted  take  root:  even 
60  is  it  of  them  that  are  sown  in 
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the  world;   they  shall  not  all  be 
eaved. 

42  I  ansTN'ered  then  and  said,  If  I 
have  found  grace,  let  me  speak. 

43  Like  as  the  husbandman's  seed 
perisheth,  if  it  come  not  up,  and 
receive  not  tliy  rain  in  due  season ; 
or  if  there  come  too  much  rain,  and 
corrupt  it: 

44  Even  so  perisheth  man  also, 
which  is  formed  with  thy  hands, 
and  is  called  thine  own  image, 
because  thou  art  like  unto  him, 
for  whose  sake  thou  hast  made  all 
things,  and  likened  him  unto  the 
husbandman's  seed. 

45  Be  not  wroth  with  us,  but  spare 
thy  people,  and  have  mercy  upon 
thine  own  inheritance:  for  thou  art 
merciful  unto  thy  creature. 

46  Then  answered  he  me,  and 
said,  Things  present  are  for  the 
present,  and  tilings  to  come  for 
such  as  be  to  come. 

47  For  thou  comest  far  short  that 
thou  shouldest  be  able  to  love  my 
creature  more  than  I:  but  I  have 
ofttimes  drawn  nigh  unto  thee,  and 
unto  it,  but  never  to  the  uurigli- 
teous. 

48  In  this  also  thou  art  marvel- 
lous before  the  most  High  : 

49  In  that  thou  hast  humbled 
thyself,  as  it  becometh  thee,  and 
liast  not  judged  thyself  worthy  to 
be  much  glorified  among  the  righ- 
teous. 

50  For  many  great  miseries  shall 
be  done  to  tliem  that  in  the  latter 
time  sliall  dwell  in  the  world, 
because  they  have  walked  in  great 
jiride. 

51  But  understand  thou  for  thy- 
self, and  seek  out  the  glory  for  such 
as  be  like  thee. 

52  For  unto  you  is  paradise  open- 
ed, the  tree  of  life  is  planted,  the 
time    to    come    is   prepared,   plen- 


teoiisness  is  made  ready,  a  city  is 
builded,  and  rest  is  allowed,  yea, 
peifect  goodness  and  wisdom, 

53  The  root  of  evil  is  sealed  up 
from  you,  weakness  and  the  moth 
is  hid  from  you,  and  conuption  is 
fled  into  hell  to  be  forgotten: 

54  Sorrows  are  passed,  and  in  the 
end  is  shewed  the  treasure  of  im- 
mortality. 

65  And  therefore  ask  thou  no 
more  questions  concerning  the  mul- 
titude of  them  that  perish. 

56  For  when  they  had  taken  li- 
berty, they  despised  the  most  High, 
thought  scorn  of  his  law,  and  for- 
sook his  waj's. 

57  Moreover  they  have  trodden 
down  his  righteous, 

58  And  said  in  their  heart,  that 
there  is  no  God;  yea,  and  that 
knowing  tliey  must  die. 

59  For  as  the  things  aforesaid 
shall  receive  you,  so  thirst  and  pain 
are  prepared  for  them :  for  it  was 
not  his  will  that  men  should  come 
to  nouglit: 

60  But  they  which  be  created 
have  detiled  the  name  of  him  that 
made  them,  and  were  unthankful 
unto  him  which  prepared  life  for 
them. 

61  And  therefore  is  my  judgment 
now  at  hand. 

62  These  things  have  I  not  shew- 
ed unto  all  men,  but  unto  thee,  and 
a  few  like  thee.  Then  answered  I 
and  said, 

63  Behold,  0  Lord,  now  hast  thou 
shewed  me  the  multitude  of  the 
wonders,  which  thou  wilt  begin  to 
do  in  the  last  times:  but  at  what 
time,  thou  hast  not  shewed  me. 

CHAPTER  IX. 

7  Who  thaU  be  sared,  and  who  not.  19  AU  th« 
tcorld  is  now  corrupted ;  22  pel  God  doth  save 
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HE  answered  me  then,  and  said, 
Measure  tliou  the  lime  dili- 
gently in  itself:  and  when  thou 
seest  jiart  of  the  signs  past,  which 
I  have  told  thee  helbre, 

2  Then  shalt  thou  understand, 
tliat  it  is  the  very  same  tune,  where- 
in the  Highest  will  begin  to  visit 
the  world  whicli  he  made. 

3  Therefore  when  there  shall  be 
seen  earthquakes  and  uproars  of 
the  people  in  the  world: 

4  Then  slialt  thou  well  imder- 
stand,  that  the  most  High  spake 
of  those  things  from  the  days  tliat 
were  before  thee,  even  from  the  be- 
ginning. 

5  For  like  as  all  that  is  made  in 
tlie  world  hath  a  beginning  and  au' 
end,  and  tlie  end  is  manifest: 

6  Even  so  the  times  also  of  the 
Highest  have  plain  beginnings  in 
wonders  and  powerful  works,  and 
endings  in  effects  and  signs. 

7  And  every  one  that  shall  be 
saved,  and  shall  be  able  to  escape 
by  his  works,  and  by  faith,  whereby 
ye  have  believed, 

8  Shall  be  preserved  from  the 
said  perils,  and  shall  see  my  salva- 
tion in  my  land,  and  within  my 
Ijorders :  for  I  have  sanctified  them 
for  me  from  the  beginning. 

9  Tlien  shall  they  be  in  pitiful 
case,  which  now  have  abused  my 
ways:  and  tliey  tliat  liave  cast  them 
away  despitefully  shall  dwell  in  tor- 
ments. 

10  For  such  as  in  their  life  have 
received  benefits,  and  have  not 
known  me ; 

11  And  they  that  have  lothed  my 
law,  while  tliey  had  yet  liberty,  and, 
when  as  yet  place  of  repentance  was 
open  unto  tliem,  understood  not, 
but  despised  it ; 

12  The  same  must  know  it  after 
death  by  pain. 


13  And  therefore  be  thou  not 
curious  how  the  imgodly  shull  be 
punished,  and  when:  but  enquire 
how  the  righteous  shall  be  saved, 
whose  the  world  is,  and  for  whom 
the  world  is  created. 

14  Then  answered  I  and  said, 

15  I  have  said  before,  and  now  do 
speak,  and  will  speak  it  also  here- 
after, that  there  be  many  more  of 
them  which  perish,  than  of  them 
which  shall  be  saved: 

16  Like  as  a  wave  is  greater  than 
a  drop. 

17  And  he  answered  me,  saying, 
Like  as  the  field  is,  so  is  also  the 
seed  ;  as  the  flowers  be,  such  are 
the  colours  also;  such  as  the  work- 
man is,  such  also  is  the  work ;  and 
as  the  husbandman  is  himself,  so  is 
his  husbandry  also :  for  it  was  the 
time  of  the  world. 

18  And  now  when  I  prepared  the 
world,  which  was  not  yet  made, 
even  for  them  to  dwell  in  that  now 
live,  no  man  spake  against  me. 

19  For  then  every  one  obeyed : 
but  now  the  manners  of  them  which 
are  created  in  this  world  that  is 
made  are  corrupted  by  a  pei-petual 
seed,  and  by  a  law  which  is  un- 
searchable rid  themselves. 

20  So  I  considered  the  world,  and, 
behold,  there  was  peril  bectiuse  of 
the  devices  that  were  come  into  it. 

21  And  I  saw,  and  spared  it  great- 
ly, and  have  kept  me  a  grape  of 
the  cluster,  and  a  plant  of  a  great 
people. 

22  Let  the  multitude  perish  then, 
which  was  bom  in  vain;  and  let 
my  grape  be  kept,  and  my  plant ; 
for  with  great  labour  have  I  made 
it  perfect. 

23  Nevertheless,  if  thou  wilt  cease 
yet  seven  days  more,  (but  thou 
shalt  not  fast  in  them, 

24  But  go  into  a  field  of  flowers, 
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•where  no  house  is  builded,  and  eat 
only  the  flowers  of  the  field;  taste 
no  flesh,  drink  no  wine,  but  eat 
flowers  only;) 

25  And  pray  unto  the  Highest 
continually,  then  will  I  come  and 
talk  with  thee. 

26  So  I  went  my  way  into  the 
field  which  is  called  Ardath,  like 
as  he  commanded  me  ;  and  there  I 
sat  among  the  flowers,  and  did  eat 
of  the  herbs  of  the  field,  and  the 
meat  of  the  same  satisfied  me. 

27  After  seven  days  I  sat  upon 
the  grass,  and  my  heart  was  vexed 
within  me,  like  as  before  : 

28  And  I  opened  my  mouth,  and 
began  to  talk  before  the  most  High, 
and  said, 

29  0  Lord,  thou  that  shewest  thy- 
self unto  us,  thou  wast  shewed  unto 
our  fathers  in  the  wilderness,  in  a 
place  where  no  man  treadeth,  in  a 
barren  place,  when  they  came  out 
of  Egypt. 

30  And  thou  spakest,  saying,  Hear 
me,  0  Israel ;  and  mark  my  words, 
thou  seed  of  Jacob. 

31  For,  behold,  I  sow  my  law  in 
you,  and  it  shall  bring  fruit  in  you, 
and  ye  shall  be  honoured  in  it  for 
ever. 

32  But  our  fathers,  which  received 
the  law,  kept  it  not,  and  observed 
not  thy  ordinances:  and  though  the 
fruit  of  thy  law  did  not  perish,  nei- 
ther could  it,  for  it  was  thine ; 

33  Yet  they  that  received  it  pe- 
rished, because  they  kept  not  the 
thing  that  was  sown  in  them. 

34  And,  lo,  it  is  a  custom,  when 
the  ground  hath  received  seed,  or 
the  sea  a  ship,  or  any  vessel  meat 
or  drink,  that,  that  being  perished 
wherein  it  was  sown  or  cast  into, 

35  That  thing  also  which  was 
sown,  or  cast  therein,  or  received, 
doth   periah,   and   remaineth    not 


with  us:   but  with  us  it  hath  not 
happened  so. 

36  For  we  that  have  received  the 
law  perish  by  sin,  and  our  heart 
also  which  received  it. 

37  Notwithstanding  the  law  perish- 
eth  not,  but  remaineth  in  his  force. 

38  And  when  I  spake  these  things 
in  my  hetirt,  I  looked  back  witli 
mine  eyes,  and  upon  the  right  side 
I  saw  a  woman,  and,  behold,  she 
mourned  and  wept  with  a  loud 
voice,  and  was  much  giieved  in 
heart,  and  her  clothes  were  rent, 
and  she  had  ashes  upon  her  head. 

39  Then  let  I  my  thonghts  go  that 
I  was  in,  and  turned  me  unto  her, 

40  And  said  unto  her,  Wherefore 
weepest  thou  ?  why  art  thou  so 
grieved  in  thy  mind? 

41  And  she  said  unto  me,  Sir,  let 
me  alone,  that  I  may  bewail  my- 
self, and  add  unto  my  soriow,  for 
I  am  sore  vexed  in  my  mind,  and 
brought  very  low. 

42  And  I  said  unto  her,  What 
aileth  thee  ?  iell  me. 

43  She  said  unto  me,  I  thy  ser- 
vant have  been  banen,  and  had  no 
child,  though  I  bad  an  husband 
thirty  years. 

44  And  those  thirty  years  I  did 
nothing  else  day  and  night,  and 
every  hour,  but  make  my  prayer 
to  the  Highest. 

45  After  thirty  years  God  heard 
me  thine  handmaid,  looked  upon 
my  misery,  considered  my  trouble, 
and  gave  me  a  son :  and  I  was 
very  glad  of  him,  so  was  my  hus- 
band also,  and  all  my  neighbours : 
and  we  gave  great  honour  unto  the 
Almiglity. 

46  And  I  nourished  him  with 
gretit  travail. 

47  So  when  he  grew  up,  and  came 
to  the  time  that  he  should  have  a 
wife,  I  made  a  feast. 
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1  He  comforteth  the  woman  in  the  field.  27  She 
vanisheth  nivay,  and  a  city  appeareth  in  her 
place.  40  The  angel  dedarelh  these  visimts  in 
the  field. 

AND  it  so  came  to  pass,  tliat 
Xx.  wlien  my  son  was  entered  into 
his  wedding  chamber,  he  fell  down, 
and  died. 

2  Then  we  all  overthrew  the 
lights,  and  all  my  neighbours  rose 
up  to  comfort  me :  so  I  took  my 
rest  unto  the  second  day  at  night. 

3  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they 
had  all  left  off  to  comfort  me,  to 
the  end  I  might  be  quiet ;  then 
rose  I  up  by  night,  and  fled,  and 
came  hither  into  tliis  field,  as  thou 
seest. 

4  And  I  do  now  purpose  not  to 
return  into  the  city,  but  here  to 
stay,  and  neither  to  eat  nor  drink, 
but  continually  to  mourn  and  to 
fast  until  I  die. 

5  Then  left  I  the  meditations 
wherein  I  was,  and  spake  to  her  in 
anger,  saying, 

6  Tiiou  foolish  woman  above  all 
other,  seest  thou  not  our  mourning, 
and  what  liappeneth  unto  us? 

7  How  that  Sion  our  mother  is 
full  of  all  heaviness,  and  much 
humbled,  mourning  very  sore  1 

8  And  now,  seeing  we  all  mourn 
and  ai'e  sad,  for  we  are  all  in  heavi- 
ness, art  thou  grieved  for  one  son  ? 

9  For  ask  the  earth,  and  she  shall 
tell  thee,  that  it  is  she  wliich  ought 
to  mourn  for  the  fall  of  so  many 
that  grow  upon  her. 

10  For  out  of  her  came  all  at  the 
first,  and  out  of  her  shall  all  others 
come,  and,  behold,  they  walk  almost 
all  into  destniction,  and  a  multi- 
tude of  them  is  utterly  rooted  out, 

11  Who  then  should  make  more 
mourning  tlian  she,  that  hath  lost 
so  great  a  multitude ;  and  not  thou, 
which  art  sorry  but  for  one  1 
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12  But  if  thou  sayest  unto  me,  My 
lamentation  is  not  like  the  earth's, 
because  I  have  lost  the  fruit  of  my 
womb,  which  I  brought  forth  with 
pains,  and  bare  with  sorrows  ; 

13  But  the  eaiih  not  so;  for  the 
multitude  present  in  it  according 
to  the  course  of  the  earth  is  gone, 
as  it  came : 

14  Then  say  I  unto  thee.  Like 
as  thou  hast  brought  forth  with  la- 
bour ;  even  so  the  earth  also  hath 
given  her  fruit,  namely,  man,  ever 
since  the  beginning  imto  him  that 
made  her. 

15  Now  therefore  keep  thy  sorrow 
to  thyself,  and  bear  with  a  good 
couiage  that  which  hath  befallen 
thee. 

16  For  if  thou  shalt  acknowledge 
the  determination  of  God  to  be  just, 
tliou  shalt  both  receive  thy  son  in 
time,  and  shalt  be  commended  a- 
mong  women. 

17  Go  thy  way  then  into  the  city 
to  thine  husband. 

18  And  she  said  unto  me.  That 
will  I  not  do :  I  will  not  go  into 
the  city,  but  here  will  I  die. 

19  So  I  proceeded  to  speak  fur- 
ther unto  her,  and  said, 

20  Do  not  so,  but  be  counselled 
by  me :  for  how  many  are  the  ad- 
versities of  Sion  1  be  comforted  in 
regard  of  the  sorrow  of  Jerusalem. 

21  For  thou  seest  that  our  sanc- 
tuary is  laid  waste,  our  altar  broken 
down,  our  temple  destroyed ; 

22  Our  psaltery  is  laid  on  tho 
ground,  our  song  is  put  to  silence, 
our  rejoicing  is  at  an  end,  the  light 
of  our  candlestick  is  put  out,  the 
ark  of  our  covenant  is  spoiled,  our 
holy  things  are  defiled,  and  the 
name  that  is  called  upon  us  is 
almost  profaned:  our  children  are 
put  to  shame,  our  priests  are  burnt, 
our  Levites  are  gone  into  captivity, 
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our  virgins  are  defiled,  and  our 
■wives  ravislied  ;  our  iio;liteous  men 
carried  away,  our  little  ones  de- 
stroyed, our  young  men  are  biwight 
in  bondage,  and  our  strong  men  are 
become  weak  ; 

23  And,  whicli  is  the  greatest  of 
all,  the  seal  of  Sion  hath  now  lost 
her  honour ;  for  she  is  delivered  in- 
to the  hands  of  them  that  hate  us. 

24  And  therefore  shake  off  thy 
great  heaviness,  and  put  away  tlie 
multitude  of  sorrows,  that  the  Migh- 
ty may  be  merciful  unto  thee  again, 
and  the  Higliest  sliall  give  thee  rest 
and  ease  from  thy  labour. 

25  And  it  came  to  pass,  while  I 
was  talking  with  her,  behold,  her 
face  upon  a  sudden  shined  exceed- 
ingly, and  her  countenance  glister- 
ed, so  that  I  was  afraid  of  her,  and 
mused  what  it  might  be. 

26  And,  behold,  suddenly  she 
made  a  great  cry  very  fearful :  so 
that  the  earth  shook  at  the  noise 
of  the  woman. 

27  And  I  looked,  and,  behold,  the 
■woman  appeared  unto  me  no  more, 
but  there  was  a  city  builded,  and  a 
large  place  shewed  itself  from  the 
foundations :  then  was  I  afraid,  and 
cried  with  a  loud  voice,  and  sjiid, 

28  Where  is  Uriel  tlie  angel,  who 
came  unto  me  at  the  first?  for  he 
hath  caused  me  to  fall  into  many 
trances,  and  mine  end  is  turned 
into  corruption,  and  my  prayer  to 
rebuke. 

29  And  as  I  was  speaking  these 
words,  behold,  he  came  unto  me, 
and  looked  upon  me. 

30  And,  lo,  I  lay  as  one  that  had 
been  dead,  and  mine  understanding 
■was  taken  from  me :  and  he  took 
me  by  the  right  hand,  and  com- 
forted me,  and  set  me  upon  my 
feet,  and  siiid  unto  me, 

31  What  aileth  thee?  and  why 


art  thou  so  disquieted?  and  why  is 
thine  understanding  troubled,  and 
the  tliouglits  of  thine  heart? 

32  And  I  ssiid,  Because  tljou  hant 
forsaken  me,  and  yet  I  did  accord- 
ing to  tliy  words  <iiid  I  went  into 
tlie  field,  and,  lo,  I  have  seen,  and 
yet  see,  that  I  am  not  able  to  ex- 
press. 

33  And  he  said  unto  me.  Stand  up 
manfully,  and  I  will  advise  thee. 

34  Then  said  I,  Speak  on,  my 
lord,  in  me ;  only  forsake  me  not, 
lest  I  die  frustrate  of  my  hope. 

35  For  I  have  seen  that  I  knew 
not,  and  hear  that  I  do  not  know. 

36  Or  is  my  sense  deceived,  or 
my  soul  in  a  dream  ? 

37  Now  tlierefore  I  beseech  thee 
that  thou  wilt  shew  thy  servant  of 
this  vision. 

38  He  answered  me  then,  and 
said,  Hear  me,  and  I  shall  inform 
thee,  and  tell  thee  wherefore  thou 
art  afraid :  for  the  Highest  will  re- 
veal many  secret  things  unto  thee. 

39  He  hath  seen  that  thy  way  is 
right :  for  that  thou  sorrowest  con- 
tinually for  thy  people,  and  makest 
great  lamentation  for  Sion. 

40  This  therefore  is  the  meaning 
of  the  vision  which  tliou  lately  saw- 
est: 

41  Thou  sawest  a  woman  mourn- 
ing, and  thou  begannest  to  comfort 
her : 

42  But  now  seest  thou  the  like- 
ness of  the  woman  no  more,  but 
there  appeared  imto  thee  a  dty 
builded. 

43  And  whereas  she  told  thee  of 
the  death  of  her  son,  tliis  is  the 
solution : 

44  This  ■woman,  whom  tliou  saw- 
est, is  Sion :  and  whereas  she  said 
unto  thee,  even  she  whom  thou 
seest  as  a  city  builded, 

45  Whereas,  I  say,  she  said  unto 
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ihee,  that  she  hath  been  thirty 
years  baiTen  :  those  are  tlie  thirty 
years  -wlierein  there  was  no  ofi'er- 
ing  made  in  her. 

46  But  after  thirty  years  Solomon 
boilded  tlie  city,  and  offered  offer- 
ings: and  then  bare  the  barren  a 
son. 

47  And  •whereas  she  told  thee  that 
she  nourished  him ^vith  labour:  that 
■was  the  dwelling  in  Jerusalem. 

48  But  whereas  she  said  unto 
thee,  That  my  eon  coming  into  his 
marriage  chamber  happened  to  have 
a  fall,  and  died:  this  was  the  de- 
struction that  came  to  Jerusalem. 

49  And,  behold,  thou  sawest  her 
likeness,  and  because  she  mourned 
for  her  son,  thou  begannest  to  com- 
fort her:  and  of  these  things  which 
have  chancal,  these  are  to  be  open- 
ed xmto  thee. 

50  For  now  the  most  High  seeth 
that  thou  art  grieved  unfeignedly, 
and  sufferest  from  thy  wliole  heart 
for  her,  so  hath  he  shewed  thee 
the  brightness  of  her  glory,  and  the 
comeliness  of  her  beauty  : 

51  And  therefore  I  bade  thee  re- 
main in  the  field  where  no  house 
was  builded : 

52  For  I  knew  that  the  Highest 
W(iukl  shew  this  unto  thee. 

53  Therefore  I  commanded  thee 
TO  go  into  the  field,  where  no 
foundation  of  any  building  was. 

54  For  in  the  place  wherein  the 
Highest  beginnetli  to  shew  his  city, 
tiiere  can  no  man's  building  be 
able  to  stiind. 

55  And  therefore  fear  not,  let  not 
thine  heart  be  affrighted,  but  go 
thy  way  in,  and  see  the  beauty  and 
greatness  of  the  building,  as  much 
as  thine  eyes  be  able  to  "see: 

56  And  then  shalt  thou  hear  as 
much  as  thine  ears  may  compre- 
hend. 


67  For  thou  aii  blessed  above 
many  other,  and  art  called  with  tliC 
HigJiest ;  and  so  are  but  few. 

58  But  to  morrow  at  night  thou 
shalt  remain  here; 

69  And  so  shall  the  Highest  shew 
thee  vi^ons  of  the  hiiih  things, 
which  the  most  High  -will  do  unio 
them  that  dwell  ujx)n  earih  in  tlie 
last  days.  So  I  slept  that  night 
and  another,  like  as  he  command- 
ed me. 

CHAPTER  XI. 

1  Be  teeth  in  his  dream  an  eagle  fominp  <mj 
o/  the  tea,  37  and  a  lion  out  of  a  tcood  laili- 
ing  to  (lie  eagle. 

THEN  saw  I  a  dream,  and,  be- 
hold, there  came  up  from  the 
sea  an  eagle,  which  had  twelve  fea- 
thered wings,  and  three  head>% 

2  And  I  saw,  and,  behold,  she 
spread  her  wings  over  all  the  earth, 
and  all  the  winds  of  the  air  blew  cm 
her,  and  were  gathered  together. 

3  And  I  beheld,  and  out  of  h*  r 
feathers  there  grew  other  contrary 
ftathei-s ;  and  they  became  little 
feathers  and  small. 

4  But  her  heads  were  at  rest :  the 
head  in  the  midist  was  greater  than 
the  other,  yet  rested  it  with  ike 
residue.  ■ 

5  Moreover  I  beheld,  and,  16,  tfee 
eagle  flew  with  her  featliers,  and 
reigned  upon  earth,  and  over  tliem 
that  dwelt  therein. 

6  And  I  saw  that  all  things  nndcr 
heaven  were  subject  unto  her,  and 
no  man  spake  against  her,  no,  net 
one  creature  upon  earth. 

7  And  I  beheld,  and,  lo,  the  eagle 
rose  upon  her  talons,  and  spake  Uj 
her  fesithers,  saying, 

8  Watch  not  all  at  once:  sleep 
every  one  in  his  own  place,  and 
watch  by  course : 

9  But  let  the  heads  be  preserved 
for  the  last 
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10  And  I  beheld,  and,  lo,  the  voice 
■went  not  out  of  her  heads,  but  from 
the  midst  of  her  body. 

11  And  I  numbered  her  contrary 
feathers,  and,  behold,  there  were 
eight  of  them. 

12  And  I  looked,  and,  behold,  on 
tlie  right  side  there  arose  one  feather, 
and  reigned  over  all  the  earth ; 

13  And  so  it  vas,  that  wlien  it 
reigned,  the  end  of  it  came,  and  the 
place  thereof  appeared  no  more : 
so  the  next  following  stood  up,  and 
reigned,  and  had  a  great  time ; 

14  And  it  happened,  that  when  it 
reigned,  the  end  of  it  came  also, 
like  as  the  first,  so  that  it  appeared 
no  more. 

15  Then  came  there  a  voice  unto 
it,  and  said, 

16  Hear  tjiou  that  hast  borne  rule 
over  the  earth  so  long:  tliis  I  say 
unto  thee,  before  thou  beginuest  to 
appear  no  more, 

17  There  shall  none  after  thee 
attain  unto  thy  time,  neither  unto 
the  half  thereof. 

18  Then  arose  the  third,  and 
reigned  as  the  other  before,  and 
appeared  no  more  also. 

19  So  went  it  with  all  the  residue 
one  after  another,  as  that  every  one 
reigned,  and  then  appeared  no  more. 

20  Then  I  beheld,  and,  lo,  in  pro- 
cess of  time  the  feathers  that  fol- 
lowed stood  up  upon  the  right  side, 
that  tliey  might  rule  also ;  and 
some  of  them  ruled,  but  within  a 
while  they  appeared  no  more  : 

21  For  some  of  them  were  set  up, 
but  ruled  not. 

22  After  this  I  looked,  and,  be- 
hold, tlie  twelve  feathers  appeared 
no  more,  nor  the  two  little  feathers  : 

23  And  there  was  no  more  upon 
the  eagle's  body,  but  three  heads 
tliat  rested,  and  six  little  wings. 

24  Then  saw  I  also  that  two  little 


ftathers  divided  themselves  from 
Ihe  six,  and  remained  xmder  the 
head  that  was  upon  the  right  side : 
for  the  four  continued  in  their 
place. 

25  And  I  beheld,  and,  lo,  the  fea- 
thers that  were  under  the  wing 
thought  to  set  up  themselves,  and 
to  have  the  rule. 

26  And  I  beheld,  and,  lo,  there 
was  one  set  up,  but  shortly  it  ap- 
peared no  more. 

27  And  tlie  second  was  sooner 
away  tlian  the  first. 

28  And  I  beheld,  and,  lo,  the 
two  that  remained  thought  also  in 
themselves  to  reign : 

29  And  when  they  so  thought,  be- 
hold, there  awaked  one  of  the  lieads 
that  were  at  rest,  namely,  it  that 
was  in  tlie  midst ;  for  that  was 
greater  than  the  two  other  heads. 

30  And  then  I  saw  that  the  two 
other  heads  were  joined  with  it. 

31  And,  behold,  the  head  was 
turned  with  them  that  were  with 
it,  and  did  eat  up  the  two  feathers 
under  the  wing  that  would  have 
reigned. 

32  But  this  head  put  the  whole 
earth  in  fear,  and  bare  rule  in  it 
over  all  those  that  dwelt  upon  the 
earth  with  much  oppression ;  and 
it  had  the  governance  of  the  world 
more  than  all  the  wings  that  had 
been. 

33  And  after  this  I  beheld,  and, 
lo,  the  head  that  was  in  the  midst 
suddenly  appeared  no  more,  like 
as  the  wings. 

34  But  there  remained  the  two 
heads,  which  also  in  like  sort  ruled 
upon  the  earth,  and  over  those  that 
dwelt  therein. 

35  And  I  beheld,  and,  lo,  the 
head  upon  the  right  side  devoured 
it  that  was  upon  the  left  side. 

36  Then  I  heard  a  voice,  which 
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said  unto  me.  Look  liefore  tliee,  and 
consider  the  thing  that  thou  see^t. 

37  And  I  beheld,  and  lo  as  it  were 
a  roaring  lion  chased  out  of  the  wood : 
and  I  saw  tliat  lie  sent  out  a  man's 
voice  unto  the  eagle,  and  f^id, 

38  Hear  ti.ou,  I  will  fcilk  with 
thee,  and  the  Highest  shall  say 
unto  thee, 

39  Art  not  thou  it  that  remainest 
of  the  four  beasts,  whom  I  made 
to  reign  in  my  world,  that  the  end 
of  their  times  might  come  through 
them? 

40  And  the  fourth  came,  and 
overcame  all  the  beasts  that  were 
past,  and  had  power  over  the  world 
with  great  fearfulness,  and  over  the 
•whole  compass  of  the  earth  with 
much  wicked  oppression ;  and  so 
long  time  dwelt  he  upon  the  earth 
■with  deceit. 

41  For  the  earth  haat  thou  not 
judged  with  tnith. 

42  For  thou  hast  afflicted  the 
meek,  thou  hast  hurt  the  peace- 
able, thou  hast  loved  liars,  and  de- 
stroyed the  dwellings  of  them  that 
brought  forth  fruit,  and  hast  cast 
down  the  walls  of  such  as  did  thee 
no  harm. 

43  Therefore  ia  thy  wrongful 
dealing  come  up  unto  the  Highest, 
and  thy  pride  unto  the  ilighty. 

44  The  Highest  also  hath  looked 
upon  the  proud  times,  and,  behold, 
they  are  ended,  and  his  abomina- 
tions are  fulfilled. 

45  And  therefore  appear  no  more, 
thou  eagle,  nor  thy  horrible  wings, 
nor  thy  wicked  feathers,  nor  tliy 
malicious  headi?,  nor  thy  hurtful 
claws,  noT  all  thy  vain  body: 

46  That  all  the  earth  may  be  re- 
freshed, and  may  return,  being  de- 
livered from  thy  violence,  and  that 
she  may  hope  for  the  judgment 
and  mercy  of  him  that  made  her. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

3  3^e  tagle,  ichich  he  saw.  is  deslTotjed.  10  We 
vision  it  interpreted.  37  Re  is  bid  lo  icrite  his 
visions,  3m  and  lo  fast,  that  he  may  see  more. 
4<5  He  doth  com/ort  those  that  were  grieved  for 
his  absence. 

AND  it  came  to  pass,  whiles  the 
J\.  lion  spake  these  vtords  unto 
the  eagle,  I  saw, 

2  And,  behold,  the  head  that  re- 
mained and  the  four  wings  app-  ar- 
ed  no  more,  and  the  two  went  unto 
it,  and  set  themselves  up  to  reign, 
and  their  kingdom  was  small,  and 
full  of  uproar. 

3  And  I  saw,  and,  behold,  they 
appeared  no  more,  and  the  whole 
body  of  the  eagle  was  burnt,  so 
that  the  earth  was  in  great  fear : 
then  awaked  I  out  of  the  trou- 
ble and  trance  of  my  mind,  and 
from  great  fear,  and  said  unto  my 
spirit, 

4  Lo,  -this  hast  thou  done  unto 
me,  in  that  thou  searchest  out  the 
ways  of  the  Highest. 

5  Lo,  yet  am  I  weary  in  my 
mind,  and  very  "weak  in  my  spirit ; 
and  little  strength  is  there  in  me, 
for  the  great  fear  wherewith  I  wad 
affrighted  this  night. 

6  Therefore  wiU  I  now  beseech 
the  Highest,  that  he  "will  comfort 
me  unto  the  end. 

7  And  I  said.  Lord  that  bearest 
rule,  if  I  have  found  grace  before 
thy  sight,  and  if  I  am  justified  with 
thee  before  many  others,  and  if  my 
prayer  indeed  be  come  up  before 
thy  face; 

8  Comfort  me  then,  and  shew 
me  thy  servant  the  interpretation 
and  plain  difference  of  this  fearful 
vision,  that  thou  mayest  perfectly 
comfort  my  soul. 

9  For  thou  hast  judged  me  wor- 
thy to  shew  me  the  last  times. 

10  And  he  said  unto  me,  Tliis  is 
the  interpretation  of  the  vision  : 
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11  Tlie  eagle,  whom  tliou  sawest 
come  up  from  the  sea,  is  the  king- 
dom which  was  seen  in  the  vision 
of  thy  brother  Danieh 

12  But  it  was  not  expounded  un- 
to him,  therefore  now  I  declare  it 
unto  thee. 

13  Beliold,  the  days  will  come, 
that  there  shall  rise  up  a  kingdom 
upon  earth,  and  it  shall  he  feared 
above  all  the  kingdoms  that  were 
before  it. 

14  In  the  same  shall  twelve  kings 
reign,  one  after  another: 

15  Whereof  the  second  shall  be- 
gin to  reign,  and  shall  have  more 
time  than  any  of  the  twelve. 

16  And  this  do  the  twelve  wings 
signify,  which  thou  sawest. 

17  As  for  the  voice  which  thou 
heardest  speak,  and  that  thou  saw- 
est not  to  go  out  from  the  heads, 
but  from  the  midst  of  tlie  body 
thereof,  this  is  the  interpretation : 

18  That  after  the  time  of  that 
kingdom  there  shall  arise  great 
strivings,  and  it  shall  stand  in  pe- 
ril of  falling:  nevertheless  it  shall 
not  then  fall,  but  shall  be  restored 
again  to  his  beginning. 

19  And  whereas  thou  sawest  the 
eight  small  under  feathers  sticking 
to  her  wings,  this  is  the  interpre- 
tation : 

20  That  in  him  there  shall  arise 
eight  kings,  whose  times  shall  be 
but  small,  and  their  years  swift. 

21  And  two  of  them  shall  peiish, 
the  middle  time  approaching:  fotn* 
shall  be  kept  until  tlieir  end  begin 
to  approach :  but  two  shall  be  kept 
unto  the  end. 

22  And  whereas  thou  sawest  three 
heads  resting,  this  is  the  inteipre- 
tation  : 

23  In  his  last  days  shall  the  most 
High  raise  up  three  kingdoms,  and 
renew  many  things   tlierein,  and 


they  shall  have  the  dominion  of 
the  earth, 

24  And  of  tliose  tliat  dwell  there- 
in, with  much  oppression,  above  all 
those  that  were  before  them :  tliere- 
fore  are  they  called  the  heads  of 
the  eagle. 

26  For  these  are  they  that  shall 
accomplish  his  wickedness,  and  that 
shall  finisli  his  last  end. 

26  And  whereas  thou  sawest  that 
the  great  head  appeared  no  more, 
it  signifieth  tliat  one  of  tliem  shall 
die  uix)n  his  bed,  and  yet  with  pain. 

27  For  the  two  that  remain  shall 
be  slain  with  the  sword. 

28  For  the  sword  of  the  one  shall 
devour  the  other:  but  at  the  last 
sliall  he  fi»ll  through  the  sword 
himself. 

29  And  whereas  thou  sawest  two 
feathers  under  tlie  wings  passing 
over  the  head  that  is  on  tlie  right 
side; 

30  It  signifieth  tliat  these  are 
tliey,  whom  the  Highest  hath  kept 
unto  their  end:  this  is  the  small 
kingdom  and  full  of  trouble,  as  thou 
sawest. 

31  And  the  lion,  whom  thou  saw- 
est rising  up  out  of  the  wood,  and 
roaring,  and  speaking  to  the  eagle, 
and  rebuking  her  for  her  unriglit- 
eousness  with  all  the  words  which 
tliou  hast  heard ; 

32  This  is  the  anointed,  which  the 
Highest  hath  kept  for  them  and  for 
their  wickedness  unto  the  end :  he 
shall  reprove  them,  and  shall  up- 
braid them  with  their  cnielty. 

33  For  he  shall  set  them  before 
him  alive  in  judgment,  and  shall 
rebuke  them,  and  correct  them. 

34  For  the  rest  of  my  people  shall 
he  deliver  with  mercy,  those  that 
have  been  preserved  upon  my  bor- 
ders, and  he  shall  make  them  joy- 
ful until  the  coming  of  the  day  of 
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iudgment,  Avhereof  I  liave  spoken 
unto  tltee  from  the  beginning. 

35  This  is  the  dreaui  that  thou 
sawest,  and  these  are  the  interpre- 
tations. 

36  Thou  only  hast  been  meet  to 
know  this  secret  of  the  Highest. 

37  Theiefoie  write  all  these 
things  that  thou  hast  seen  in  a 
book,  and  hide  them : 

38  And  teach  them  to  the  wise 
of  the  people,  whose  hearts  thou 
knowest  may  comprehend  and  keep 
these  secrets. 

39  But  wait  thou  here  thyself  yet 
seven  days  more,  that  it  may  be 
shewed  thee,  whatsoever  it  pleaseth 
the  Highest  to  declare  unto  thee. 
And  with  that  he  went  his  way. 

40  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  all 
the  people  saw  that  the  seven  days 
were  pjist,  and  I  not  come  again 
into  the  city,  they  gathered  them 
all  together,  from  the  least  unto 
the  greatest,  and  came  unto  me, 
and  said, 

41  What  have  we  oifended  theel 
and  what  evil  have  we  done  against 
thee,  that  thou  forsakest  us,  and 
sittest  here  in  this  place  % 

42  For  of  all  the  prophets  thou 
only  art  left  us,  as  a  duster  of  the 
vintage,  and  as  a  candle  in  a  dark 
place,  and  as  a  haven  or  ship  pre- 
served from  the  tempest 

43  Are  not  the  evils  which  are 
come  to  us  sufficient  % 

44  If  thou  shalt  forsake  us,  how 
much  better  had  it  been  for  us,  if 
we  also  had  been  burned  in  the 
midst  of  Sion  \ 

45  For  we  aie  not  better  than 
they  that  died  there.  And  they 
wept  with  a  loud  voice.  Then  an- 
swered I  them,  and  said, 

46  Be  of  good  comfort,  0  Israel ; 
and  be  not  heavy,  thou  house  of 
Jacob : 


47  For  the  Highest  hath  you  in 
remembrance,  and  the  Mighty  hath 
not  forgotten  yon  in  temptation. 

48  As  for  me,  I  have  not  forsaken 
you,  neither  am  I  de23arted  from 
you :  but  am  come  into  this  place, 
to  pray  for  the  desolation  of  Sion, 
and  that  I  might  seek  mercy  for 
the  low  estate  of  your  sanctuary. 

49  And  now  go  your  way  home 
every  man,  and  after  these  days 
will  I  come  unto  you. 

50  So  the  people  went  their  way 
into  the  city,  like  as  I  commanded 
them: 

51  But  I  remained  still  in  the  field 
seven  days,  as  the  angel  command- 
ed me ;  and  did  eat  only  in  those 
days  of  the  flowers  of  the  field,  and 
had  my  meat  of  the  herbs. 

CHAPTER  XIII. 

1  He  Ke(h  in  his  dream  a  man  coming  out  of 
the  sea.  25  2Vie  decluralion  of  his  dreant.  H 
He  is  praised,  and  promised  to  see  more. 

AND  it  came  to  pass  after  seven 
.  days,  I  dreamed  a  dream  by 
night : 

2  And,  lo,  there  arose  a  wind 
from  the  sea,  that  it  moved  all  the 
waves  thereof. 

3  And  I  behold,  and,  lo,  that  man 
waxed  strong  with  the  thousands 
of  heaven :  and  when  he  turned  his 
countenance  to  look,  all  the  things 
trembled  that  were  seen  under  him. 

4  And  whensoever  the  voice  went 
out  of  his  mouth,  all  they  burned 
that  heard  his  voice,  like  a,s  the  earth 
faileth  when  it  feeleth  the  fire. 

5  And  after  this  I  beheld,  and,  lo, 
there  was  gathered  together  a  mul- 
titude of  men,  out  of  number,  from 
the  four  winds  of  the  heaven,  to 
subdue  the  man  that  came  out  of 
the  sea. 

6  But  I  beheld,  and,  lo,  he  had 
graved  himself  a  great  mountain, 
and  flew  up  upon  it. 

2)2 
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7  But  I  would  liave  seen  the  re- 
gion or  place  whereout  the  hill  was 
graven,  and  I  could  not. 

8  And  after  this  I  beheld,  and, 
!<),  all  they  which  were  gathered 
together  to  subdue  him  were  sore 
afiaid,  and  yet  durst  fight. 

9  And,  lo,  as  lie  t-aw  the  vio- 
lence of  the  multitude  that  came, 
he  neither  lifted  up  his  hand,  nor 
held  sword,  nor  any  instrmneut  of 
war : 

10  But  only  I  saw  that  he  sent  out 
of  his  mouth  as  it  had  been  a  blast 
of  fire,  and  out  of  his  lips  a  flaming 
breath,  and  out  of  his  tongue  he 
cast  out  sparks  and  tempests. 

11  And  they  were  all  mixed  toge- 
ther ;  the  blast  of  fire,  tlie  flaming 
breath,  and  the  great  tempest ;  and 
fell  witl)  violence  upon  the  multi- 
tude which  was  prepared  to  fight, 
and  burned  them  up  every  one,  so 
that  upon  a  sudden  of  an  innumer- 
able multitude  nothing  wa.s  to  be 
perceived,  but  only  dust  and  smell 
of  smoke :  when  I  saw  this  I  was 
afraid. 

12  Afterward  saw  I  the  same  man 
come  down  from  the  mountain,  and 
call  unto  him  another  peaceable 
multitude. 

13  And  there  came  much  people 
unto  him,  whereof  some  were  glad, 
some  were  soiry,  some  of  them  were 
bound,  and  other  some  brought  of 
them  that  were  offered :  then  was 
I  sick  through  great  fear,  and  I 
awaked,  and  said, 

14  Thou  liast  shewed  thy  seiTant 
these  wonders  from  the  beginning, 
and  hast  counted  me  worthy  that 
thou  shouldest  receive  my  prayer: 

16  Shew  me  now  yet  the  inter- 
pretation of  this  dream. 

16  For  as  I  conceive  in  mine  un- 
derstanding, woe  unto  them  that 
shall  be  left  in  those  days 
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much  more  woe  unto  them  that  are 
not  left  behind ! 

17  For  they  that  were  not  left 
were  in  heaviness. 

18  Now  understand  I  the  things 
that  are  laid  up  in  the  latter  days, 
which  shall  happen  unto  them,  and 
to  those  that  are  left  behind. 

19  Therefore  are  they  come  into 
gieat  perils  and  many  necessities, 
like  as  these  dreams  declare. 

20  Yet  is  it  easier  for  him  that  is 
in  danger  to  come  into  these  things, 
than  to  pass  away  as  a  cloud  out  of 
the  world,  and  not  to  see  the  things 
that  happen  in  the  last  days.  And 
he  answered  unto  me,  and  said, 

21  The  interpretation  of  the  vision 
shall  I  shew  thee,  and  I  will  open 
unto  thee  the  thing  that  thou  hast 
requirtd. 

22  Whereas  thou  hast  spoken  of 
them  that  are  left  behind,  this  is 
the  interpretation : 

23  He  that  shall  endure  the  peril 
in  that  time  hath  kept  himself: 
they  that  be  fallen  into  danger  are 
such  as  have  woiks,  and  faith  to- 
ward the  Almighty. 

24  Know  this  therefore,  that  they 
which  be  left  behind  are  more 
blessed  than  they  that  be  dead. 

25  This  is  the  meaning  of  the 
vision  :  Whereas  thou  sawest  a  man 
coming  up  from  the  midst  of  the 
sea: 

26  The  same  is  he  whom  God  the 
Highest  hath  kept  a  great  season, 
which  by  his  own  self  shall  deliver 
his  creature :  and  he  shall  order 
them  that  are  left  behind. 

27  And  whereas  thou  sawest,  that 
out  of  his  mouth  there  came  as  ai 
blast  of  wind,  and  fire,  and  storm ; 

28  And  that  he  held  neither 
sword,  nor  any  instrument  of  war, 
but  that  the  rushing  in  of  him  de- 
stroyed the  whole   multitude  that 


i!  and 


Apocrypha. 

came  to  suMue  him ;  this  is  the 
interpretation  : 

29  Behold,  the  days  come,  -when 
the  most  High  will  begin  to  deliver 
them  that  are  upon  the  earth. 

30  And  he  shall  come  to  the 
astonishment  of  them  that  dwell 
on  the  earth. 

31  And  one  shall  undertake  to 
fight  against  another,  one  city  a- 
gainst  another,  one  place  against  an- 
other, one  people  against  another, 
and  one  realm  against  another. 

32  And  the  time  shall  be  when 
these  things  shall  come  to  pass, 
and  the  signs  shall  happen  which 
I  shewed  Ihee  before,  and  then 
shall  my  Son  be  declared,  whom 
thou  sawest  as  a  man  ascending. 

83  And  when  all  the  people  hear 
Ills  voice,  every  man  shall  in  their 
OAvn  land  leave  the  battle  they  have 
one  against  another. 

34  And  an  innumerable  multitude 
shall  be  gathered  together,  as  thou 
sawest  them,  willing  to  come,  and 
to  overcome  him  by  fighting. 

35  But  he  shall  stand  upon  the 
top  of  the  mount  Sion. 

36  And  Sion  shall  come,  and  shall 
he  shewed  to  all  men,  being  prepar- 
ed and  builded,  like  as  thou  sawest 
the  hill  giaven  without  hands. 

37  And  this  my  Son  shall  rebuke 
the  wicked  inventions  of  those  na- 
tions, which  for  their  wicked  life 
are  fallen  into  the  tempest ; 

38  And  shall  lay  before  them 
their  evil  thoughts,  and  the  tor- 
ments wherewith  they  shall  begin 
to  be  tormented,  which  are  like 
unto  a  flame :  and  he  shall  de- 
stroy them  without  labour  by  the 
law  which  is  like  unto  fire. 

39  And  whereas  tliou  sawest  that 
lie  gathered  another  peaceable  mul- 
titude unto  him ; 

40  Those  are  the  ten  tribes,  which 
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were  carried  away  prisoners  out  of 
their  own  land  in  tiie  time  of  Osea 
the  king,  whom  Salmanasar  the  king 
of  Assyria  led  away  captive,  and  he 
carried  them  over  the  waters,  and 
so  came  they  into  another  land. 

41  But  they  took  this  counsel  a- 
mong  themselves,  that  they  would 
leave  the  multitude  of  the  heathen, 
and  go  forth  into  a  further  country, 
where  never  mankind  dwelt, 

42  That  they  might  there  keep 
their  statutes,  which  they  never 
kept  in  their  own  land. 

43  And  they  entered  into  Eu- 
phrates by  the  narrow  passages  of 
the  river. 

44  For  the  most  High  then  shewed 
signs  for  them,  and  held  still  the 
flood,  till  they  were  passed  over. 

45  For  through  that  country  there 
was  a  great  way  to  go,  namely,  ot 
a  year  and  a  half:  and  the  same 
region  is  called  Arsareth. 

46  Then  dwelt  they  there  until 
the  latter  time;  and  now  when 
they  shall  begin  to  come, 

47  The  Highest  shall  stay  the 
springs  of  the  stream  again,  that 
they  may  go  through :  therefore 
sawest  thou  the  multitude  with 
peace. 

48  But  those  that  be  left  behind 
of  thy  people  are  they  that  are 
found  within  my  borders. 

49  Now  when  he  destroy eth  the 
multitude  of  the  nations  that  are 
gathered  together,  he  shall  defend 
iiis  people  that  remain. 

60  And  then  shall  he  shew  them 
gi'eat  wonders. 

51  Then  said  I,  0  Lord  that  hear- 
est  rule,  shew  me  this :  AVherefore 
have  I  seen  the  man  coming  up 
fiom  the  midst  of  the  sea  1 

62  And  he  said  unto  me.  Like 
as  thou  canst  neither  seek  out  nor 
know  the  things  that  are  in  the 
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deep  of  the  sea :  even  so  can  no 
man  upon  earth  see  my  Son,  or 
tliose  that  be  with  him,  but  in  the 
day  time. 

53  This  is  the  interpretation  of  the 
dream  wliich  tliou  sawest,  and  where- 
by thou  only  art  here  liglitened. 

54  For  thou  hast  forsaken  thine 
own  way,  and  applied  thy  diligence 
unto  my  law,  and  sought  it. 

55  Thy  life  hast  thou  ordered  in 
Avisdom,  and  hast  called  understand- 
ing thy  mother. 

56  And  therefore  have  I  shewed 
thee  the  treasures  of  the  Highest : 
after  other  three  days  I  will  speak 
other  things  unto  thee,  and  de- 
clare unto  thee  mighty  and  won- 
drous things. 

57  Then  went  I  forth  .in  to  the  field, 
giving  praise  and  thanks  greatly 
unto  the  most  High  because  of  his 
wonders,  which  he  did  in  time ; 

58  And  because  he  governeth  the 
same,  and  such  things  as  fall  in  their 
seasons :  and  there  I  sat  three  days. 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

1  A  voire  OHt  of  a  bitsh  calleth  Esdrat,  10  and 
telleth  him  that  the  icorld  icaxefh  old.  22  tie 
desireth.  because  the  law  was  bnrni,  to  lerile 
oU  again,  24  and  is  bid  to  get  swift  writers.  39 
Jle  atid  they  are  filed  with  vnderslaruling : 
49  but  he  is  charged  not  to  publish  all  that  is 
tnritten. 

AND  it  came  to  pass  upon  the 
.  third  day,  I  sat  under  an  oak, 
and,  behold,  there  came  a  voice  out 
of  a  bush  over  against  me,  and  said, 
Esdras,  Esdras. 

2  And  I  said.  Here  am  I,  Lord. 
And  I  stood  up  upon  my  feet. 

3  Tlien  said  he  unto  me.  In  the 
bush  I  did  manifestly  reveal  myself 
unto  Moses,  and  talked  with  him, 
when  my  people  seiTcd  in  Egj-pt: 

4  And  I  sent  him,  and  led  my  peo- 
ple out  of  Egypt,  and  brought  him 
up  to  the  mount  of  Sinai,  where  I 
lield  him  by  me  a  long  season, 

5  And  told  him  many  wondrous 


things,  and  shewed  bim  the  secrets 
of  tlie  times,  and  the  end ;  and 
commanded  him,  saying, 

6  Tliese  words  shalt  tliou  declare, 
and  these  shalt  thou  hide. 

7  And  now  I  say  unto  thee, 

8  Tliat  thou  lay  up  in  thy  heart 
the  signs  that  I  have  shewed,  and 
the  dreams  that  thou  bast  seen, 
and  the  interpretations  which  thou 
bast  heaid : 

9  For  thou  shalt  be  taken  away 
fiom  all,  and  from  henceforth  thou 
shalt  remain  with  my  Son,  and  with 
such  as  bo  like  thee,  until  the  times 
be  ended. 

10  For  the  world  hath  lost  his 
youth,  and  the  times  begin  to  wax 
old. 

11  For  the  world  is  divided  into 
twelve  parts,  and  the  ten  paiis  of 
it  are  gone  already,  and  half  ol  a 
tenth  part: 

12  And  there  remaineth  tliat  which 
is  after  the  half  of  the  tenth  part. 

13  Now  therefoie  set  thine  h(juse 
in  order,  and  reprove  thy  people, 
comfort  such  of  them  as  be  in  tiou- 
ble,  and  now  renounce  corruption, 

14  Let  go  from  thee  mortal 
thoughts,  cast  away  the  burdens  ( f 
man,  put  off  now  the  weak  nature, 

15  And  set  aside  the  thoughts  that 
are  most  heavy  imto  thee,  and  haste 
thee  to  flee  from  these  times. 

16  For  yet  greater  evils  than  those 
which  thou  liast  seen  happen  shall 
be  done  hereafter. 

17  For  look  how  much  the  world 
shall  be  weaker  through  age,  so 
much  the  more  shall  evils  increase 
upon  them  that  dwell  Iheiein. 

18  For  the  tnith  is  fled  far  away, 
and  leasing  is  hard  at  hand :  for 
now  hasteth  the  vision  to  ccane, 
which  thou  hast  seen. 

19  Then  answered  I  before  thee, 
and  said, 
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20  Behold,  Lord,  I  will  go,  as  thou 
beist  commanded  me,  and  reprove 
the  people  which  are  present:  but 
they  that  shall  be  bora  afterward, 
who  shall  admonish  tlieml  thus  the 
world  is  set  in  darkness,  and  they 
that  dwell  therein  are  without  light, 

21  For  thy  law  is  burnt,  therefore 
no  man  knoweth  the  things  that 
are  done  of  thee,  or  the  works  that 
shall  begin. 

22  But  if  I  have  found  grace  be- 
fore thee,  send  the  Holy  Ghost 
into  me,  and  I  shall  write  all  that 
hath  been  done  in  the  world  since 
the  beginning,  which  were  wiitten 
in  thy  law,  that  men  may  find  thy 
path,  and  that  they  which  will  live 
in  the  latter  days  may  live. 

23  And  he  answered  me,  saying, 
Go  thy  way,  gather  the  people  to- 
gether, and  say  unto  them,  that 
they  seek  thee  not  for  forty  days. 

24  But  look  thou  prepare  thee 
many  box  trees,  and  take  with  thee 
Sarea,  Dabria,  Selemia,  Ecanus, 
and  Asiel,  these  five  which  are 
ready  to  write  swiftly; 

25  And  come  hither,  and  I  shall 
light  a  candle  of  understanding  in 
thine  heart,  which  shall  not  be  put 
out,  till  the  things  be  performed 
which  thou  shalt  begin  to  write. 

26  And  when  thou  hast  done, 
some  things  shalt  thou  publish,  and 
some  things  shalt  thou  shew  se- 
cretly to  the  wise:  to  morrow  this 
hour  shalt  thou  begin  to  write. 

27  Then  went  I  forth,  as  he  com- 
manded, and  gathered  all  the  peo- 
ple together,  and  said, 

28  Hear  the^^e  words,  0  Israel. 

29  Our  fathers  at  the  beginning 
were  strangers  in  Egj'^pt,  from 
whence  they  were  delivered  : 

30  And  received  the  law  of  life, 
which  they  kept  not,  which  ye  also 
have  transgressed  after  them. 


31  Then  was  tl)e  land,  even  the 
land  of  Sion,  parted  among  j'ou  by 
lot :  but  your  fathers,  and  ye  your- 
selves, have  done  uniigliteousness, 
and  have  not  kept  the  ways  which 
the  Highest  commanded  you. 

32  And  forasmuch  as  he  is  a  rigl- 
teous  judge,  he  took  fi-om  you  in 
time  the  thing  that  he  had  given 
you. 

33  And  now  are  ye  here,  and 
your  brethren  among  j'ou. 

34  Therefore  if  so  be  that  ye  will 
subdue  your  own  understanding, 
and  reform  your  hearts,  ye  shall 
be  kept  alive,  and  after  death  ye 
shall  obtain  mercy. 

35  For  after  death  shall  the  judg- 
ment come,  when  we  shall  live 
again :  and  then  shall  the  names 
of  the  righteous  be  manifest,  and 
the  works  of  the  ungodly  shall  be 
declared. 

36  Let  no  man  therefore  come 
tinto  me  now,  nor  seek  after  nie 
these  forty  days. 

37  So  I  took  the  five  men,  as  he 
commanded  me,  and  we  went  into 
the  field,  and  remained  there. 

38  And  the  next  day,  behold,  a 
voice  called  me,  saying,  Esdras,  open 
thy  mouth,  and  diink  that  I  give 
thee  to  drink. 

39  Then  opened  I  my  mouth, 
and,  behold,  he  reached  me  a  full 
cup,  which  was  full  as  it  were  with 
water,  but  the  colour  of  it  was  like 
fire. 

40  And  I  took  it,  and  drank :  and 
when  I  had  drunk  of  it,  my  heart 
uttered  understanding,  and  wisdoni 
grew  in  my  breast,  for  my  spirit 
strengthened  my  memory : 

41  And  my  mouth  was  opened, 
and  shut  no  more. 

42  The  Highest  gave  understand- 
ing unto  the  five  men,  and  they 
wrote  the  wonderful  visions  of  the 
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night  that  were  told,  which  they 
knew  not :  and  they  sat  forty  days, 
and  they  wrote  in  the  day,  and  at 
night  they  ate  bread. 

43  As  for  me,  I  spake  in  the  day, 
and  I  held  not  my  tongue  by  night. 

44  In  forty  days  tliey  wrote  two 
hundred  and  four  books. 

45  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the 
forty  days  were  fulfilled,  that  the 
Highest  spake,  sayuig.  The  first 
that  thou  hast  written  publish 
openly,  that  the  worthy  and  un- 
worthy may  read  it : 

46  But  keep  the  seventy  last,  that 
thou  mayest  deliver  them  only  to 
such  as  be  wise  among  the  people : 

47  For  in  them  is  the  spring  of 
understanding,  the  fountain  of  wis- 
dom, and  the  stream  of  knowledge. 

48  And  I  did  so. 

CHAPTER  XV. 

1  T)ii»  prophecy  is  certain.  5  God  wiTl  tale 
vengeiince  tipon  the  toicked,  12  upon  Egypt. 
28  An  horrible  vision.  43  Babylon  and  Asia 
are  threatened. 

BEHOLD,  speak  thou  in  the 
ears  of  my  people  the  words  of 
prophecy,  which  I  will  put  in  thy 
inouth,  saith  the  Lord: 

2  And  cause  them  to  be  written 
in  paper  :  for  they  are  faithful  and 
tnie. 

3  Fear  not  the  imaginations  a- 
gainst  thee,  let  not  the  incredulity 
of  them  trouble  thee^  that  speak 
against  thee. 

4  Fpr  all  the  unfaithful  shall  die 
in  their  unfaithfulness. 

5  Behold,  saith  the  Lord,  I  will 
bring  plagues  upon  the  world  ;  the 
SAvord,  famine,  death,  and  destruc- 
tion. 

6  For  wickedness  hath  exceed- 
ingly polluted  the  whole  earth,  and 
their  hurtful  works  are  fulfilled. 

7  Therefore  saith  the  Lord, 

8  I  will  hold  my  tongue  no  more 
AS  touching  their  wickedness,  which 
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they  profanely  commit,  neither  will 
I  suffer  them  in  those  things,  in 
which  they  wickedly  exercise  them- 
selves :  behold,  the  innocent  and 
righteous  blood  crieth  unto  me,  and 
the  souls  of  the  just  complain  con- 
tinually. 

9  And  therefore,  saith  the  Lord, 
I  will  surely  avenge  them,  and 
receive  unto  me  all  the  innocent 
blood  from  among  them. 

10  Behold,  my  people  is  led  as  a 
flock  to  the  slaughter:  I  will  not 
suffer  them  now  to  dwell  in  the 
land  of  Egypt : 

11  But  1  will  bring  them  with  a 
mighty  hand  and  a  stretched  out 
arm,  and  smite  Egypt  with  plagues, 
as  before,  and  will  destroy  all  the 
land  thereof. 

12  Egyi^t  shall  mouni,  and  the 
foundation  of  it  shall  be  smitten 
with  the  plague  and  punishment 
that  God  shall  bring  ujwn  it. 

13  They  that  till  the  ground  shall 
mourn :  for  their  seeds  shall  fail 
through  the  blasting  and  hail,  and 
with  a  fearful  constellation. 

14  Woe  to  the  world  and  them 
that  dwell  therein ! 

15  For  the  sword  and  their  de- 
struction draweth  nigh,  and  one 
people  shall  stand  up  to  fight  a- 
gainst  another,  and  swords  in  their 
hands. 

16  For  there  shall  be  sedition 
among  men,  and  invading  one  an- 
other ;  they  shall  not  regard  their 
kings  nor  princes,  and  the  course 
of  their  actions  shall  stand  in  their 
power. 

17  A  man  shall  desire  to  go  into 
a  city,  and  shall  not  be  able. 

18  For  because  of  their  pride  the 
cities  shall  be  troubled,  the  houses 
shall  be  destroyed,  and  men  shall 
be  afraid. 

19  A  man  shall  have  no  pity  upon 
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his  neighbour,  hut  shall  destroy 
their  houses  •with  the  sword,  and 
spoil  their  goods,  because  of  the 
lack  of  bread,  and  for  great  tribu- 
lation. 

20  Behold,  saith  God,  I  will  call 
together  all  the  kings  of  the  earth 
to  reverence  me,  which  are  from 
the  rising  of  the  sun,  from  the 
south,  from  the  east,  and  Libanus ; 
to  turn  themselves  one  against  an- 
other, and  repay  the  things  that 
they  have  done  to  them. 

21  Like  as  they  do  yet  this  day 
unto  my  chosen,  so  will  I  do  also, 
and  recompense  in  their  bosom. 
Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  ; 

22  My  right  hand  shall  not  spare 
the  sinners,  and  my  sword  shall  not 
cease  over  them  that  shed  innocent 
blood  upon  the  earth. 

23  The  fire  is  gone  forth  from  his 
wrath,  and  hath  consumed  the  foun- 
dations of  the  earth,  and  the  sinners, 
like  the  straw  that  is  kindled. 

24  Woe  to  them  that  sin,  and 
keep  not  my  conmiandments !  saith 
the  Lord. 

25  I  will  not  spare  them :  go  your 
■^^■^Ji  ye  chilcken,  from  the  power, 
defile  not  my  sanctuary. 

26  For  the  Lord  knoweth  all  them 
that  sin  against  him,  and  therefore 
delivereth  he  them  unto  death  and 
destruction. 

27  For  now  are  the  plagues  come 
upon  the  whole  earth,  and  ye  shall 
remain  in  them :  for  God  shall  not 
deliver  you,  because  ye  have  sinned 
against  him. 

28  Behold  an  horrible  vision,  and 
the  appearance  thereof  from  the  east : 

29  Where  the  nations  of  tlie  dra- 
gons of  Arabia  shall  come  out  with 
many  chariots,  and  the  multitude  of 
them  shall  be  canied  as  the  wind 
upon  earth,  that  all  they  which 
hear  them  may  fear  and  tremble. 


30  Also  the  Cannanians  raging  in 
wratli  shall  go  forth  as  the  wild 
boars  of  the  wood,  and  with  great 
power  shall  they  come,  and  join 
battle  with  them,  and  shall  waste 
a  portion  of  the  land  of  the  As- 
syrians. 

31  And  then  shall  the  dragons 
have  the  upper  hand,  remembering 
their  nature ;  and  if  they  shall  turn 
themselves,  conspiring  together  in 
great  power  to  persecute  them, 

32  Then  these  shall  be  troubled, 
and  keep  silence  through  their 
power,  and  shall  flee. 

33  And  from  the  land  of  the  As- 
syrians shall  the  enemy  besiege 
them,  and  consume  some  of  them, 
and  in  their  host  shall  be  fear  and 
dread,  and  strife  among  their  kings. 

34  IBehold  clouds  from  the  east 
and  fiom  the  north  unto  the  south, 
and  they  are  very  horrible  to  look 
upon,  full  of  wiath  and  stonn. 

35  They  shall  smite  one  upon 
another,  and  they  shall  smite  down 
a  great  multitude  of  stars  upon 
the  earth,  even  their  own  star;  and 
blood  shall  be  from  the  sword  unto 
the  belly, 

36  And  dung  of  men  unto  the 
camel's  hough. 

37  And  there  shall  be  great  fear- 
fulness  and  trembling  upon  earth  : 
and  they  that  see  the  wrath  shall 
be  afraid,  and  trembling  shall  come 
upon  them. 

38  And  then  shall  there  come 
great  storms  from  the  south,  and 
from  the  north,  and  another  part 
from  the  west. 

39  And  strong  winds  shall  arise 
from  the  east,  and  shall  open  it; 
and  the  cloud  which  he  raised  up 
in  wrath,  and  the  star  stiried  to 
cause  fear  towai  d  the  east  and  west 
wind,  shall  be  destroyed. 

40  The  great  and  mighty  clouds 
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shall  be  lifted  up  full  of  wrath,  and 
the  star,  that  they  may  make  all 
the  earth  afraid,  and  them  that 
dwell  therein  ;  and  they  shall  pour 
out  over  every  high  and  eminent 
place  an  horiible  star, 

41  Fire,  and  hail,  and  flying 
swords,  and  many  waters,  that  all 
fields  may  be  full,  and  all  rivers, 
with  the  abundance  of  great  wa- 
ters. 

42  And  they  shall  break  down 
the  cities  and  walls,  mountains  and 
hills,  trees  of  the  wood,  and  grass 
of  the  meadows,  and  their  com. 

43  And  they  shall  go  stedfastly 
unto  Babyhm,  and  make  her  afraid. 

44  They  shall  come  to  her,  and 
besiege  her,  the  star  and  all  wrath 
shall  they  pour  out  upon  her :  then 
shall  the  dust  and  smoke  go  up 
unto  the  heaven,  and  all  they  that 
be  about  her  shall  bewail  her. 

45  And  they  that  remain  under 
her  shall  do  service  imto  them  that 
have  put  her  in  fear. 

46  And  thou,  Asia,  that  art  par- 
taker of  the  hope  of  I  Babylon,  and 
art  the  glory  of  her  person  : 

47  Woe  be  unto  thee,  thou  wretch, 
because  thou  liast  made  thyself  like 
imto  her ;  and  hast  decked  thy 
daughters  in  whoredom,  that  they 
might  please  and  glory  in  thy 
lovers,  which  have  alway  desired  to 
commit  whoredom  with  Ihee! 

48  Thou  hast  followed  her  that  is 
hated  in  all  her  works  and  inven- 
tions: therefore  saith  God, 

49  I  will  send  plagues  upon  thee; 
widowhood,  poverty,  famine,  sword, 
and  pestilence,  to  waste  thy  houses 
with  destruction  and  death. 

50  And  the  glory  of  thy  power 
shall  be  dri(d  up  as  a  flower,  when 
the  heat  shall  arise  that  is  sent  over 
thee. 

51  Thou  ehalt  be  weakened  as  a 


poor  woman  with  sfripes,  and  as 
one  chastked  with  wounds,  so  that 
the  mighty  and  lovers  shall  not  be 
able  to  receive  thee. 

52  Would  I  with  jealousy  have  so 
proceeded  against  thee,  gaith  the 
Lord, 

53  If  thou  hadst  not  always  plain 
my  chosen,  exalting  the  stroke  of 
thine  hands,  and  saying  over  their 
dend,  when  thou  wast  drunken, 

54  Set  forth  the  beauty  of  thy 
countenance  ? 

55  The  reward  of  thy  whoredom 
shall  be  in  thy  bosom,  therefore 
shalt  thou  receive  recompence. 

56  Like  as  thou  hast  done  unto 
my  chosen,  saith  tlie  Lord,  even  fo 
shall  God  do  unto  thee,  and  shall 
deliver  thee  into  mischief. 

57  Thy  children  shall  die  of  hun- 
ger, and  thou  shalt  fall  throiigli  the 
sword  :  thy  cities  shall  be  broken 
down,  and  all  tliine  shall  perish 
with  the  sword  in  the  field. 

58  They  that  be  in  the  mountains 
shall  die  of  hunger,  and  eat  their 
own  flesh,  and  drink  their  own 
blood,  for  very  hunger  of  bread, 
and  thirst  of  water. 

59  Tliou  as  unhappy  shalt  come 
through  the  sea,  and  receive  plagues 
again. 

60  And  in  the  passage  they  shall 
rush  on  the  idle  city,  and  sliall 
destroy  some  portion  of  thy  land, 
and  consume  part  of  thy  glory,  and 
shall  return  to  Babylon  that  was 
destroyed. 

61  And  thou  shalt  be  cast  down 
by  them  as  stubble,  and  they  shall 
be  unto  thee  as  fire  ; 

62  And  shall  consume  thee,  and 
thy  cities,  thy  land,  and  thy  moun- 
tains ;  all  thy  woods  and  thy  fruit- 
ful trees  shedl  they  hxara  up  with 
fire. 

63  Thy  children  shall  they  carry 
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away  captive,  and,  look,  what  thou 
hast,  they  shall  spoil  it,  and  mar 
the  heauty  of  thy  face. 

CHAPTEE  XVI. 

1  BtxbyVm  and  other  places  are  threatened  mih 
pUigiiet  that  cannot  be  avoided,  23  and  aiih 
desol'ition.  40  Tlie  tereants  of  the  Lord  miiU 
look  for  trO'ihUs:  51  and  not  hide  their  sim, 
74  hut  leave  them,  and  they  shall  be  delivered. 

WOE   be  unto  thee,  Babylon, 
and  Asia !  woe  be  unto  thee, 
Ecypt,  and  Syria ! 

2  Gird  up  yourselves  with  cloths 
of  sack  and  hair,  bewail  your  chil- 
dren, and  be  sorry ;  for  your  de- 
struction is  at  hand. 

3  A  sword  is  sent  upon  you,  and 
who  may  turn  it  back? 

4  A  fire  is  sent  among  you,  and 
who  may  quench  it  1 

5  Plagues  are  sent  unto  you.  and 
what  is  he  that  may  drive  them 
away  ? 

6  May  any  man  drive  away  an 
hungry  lion  in  the  wood?  or  may 
any  one  quench  the  fire  in  stubble, 
when  it  hath  begun  to  bum  ? 

7  May  one  turn  again  the  arrow 
that  is  shot  of  a  strong  archer  1 

8  The  mighty  Lord  sendeth  the 
plagues,  and  who  is  he  that  can 
drive  them  away  1 

9  A  fire  shall  go  forth  from  his 
wrath,  and  who  is  he  that  may 
quench  it? 

10  He  shall  ca«t  lightnings,  and 
who  shall  not  fear?  he  shall  thun- 
der, and  who  shall  not  be  afraid  ? 

11  The  Lord  shall  threaten,  and 
who  shall  not  be  utterly  beaten  to 
ix)wder  at  Ms  presence  ? 

12  The  earth  quaketh,  and  the 
foundations  thereof ;  the  sea  ariseth 
up  with  waves  from  the  deep,  and 
the  waves  of  it  are  troubled,  and 
the  fishes  thereof  also,  before  the 
Lord,  and  before  the  glory  of  his 
power  : 

13  For  strong  is  his  right  hand 


that  bendeth  the  bow,  liis  arrows 
tliat  he  shooteth  are  sharp,  and 
shall  not  miss,  when  they  begin  to 
be  sliot  into  the  ends  of  the  world. 

14  Behold,  the  plagues  are  sent, 
and  shall  not  return  again,  until 
they  come  upon  the  earth. 

15  The  fire  is  kindled,  and  shall 
not  be  put  out,  till  it  consimie  the 
foundation  of  the  earth. 

16  Like  as  an  arrow  which  is 
shot  of  a  mighty  archer  retumetli 
not  backward  :  even  so  the  plagues 
that  shall  be  sent  upon  earth  shall 
not  return  again. 

17  Woe  is  me !  woe  is  me !  who 
•will  deliver  me  in  those  days  ? 

18  The  beginning  of  sorrows  and 
great  mournings  ;  the  beginning  of 
famine  and  great  death  ;  the  begin- 
ning of  wars,  and  the  powers  shall 
stand  in  fear ;  the  beginning  oi 
evils!  what  shall  I  do  when  these 
e\'ils  shall  come  ? 

19  Behold,  famine  and  plague, 
tribulation  and  anguish,  are  sent 
as  scourges  for  amendment. 

20  But  for  all  these  things  they 
shall  not  turn  from  their  wicked- 
ness, nor  be  alway  mindful  of  the 
scourges. 

21  Behold,  victuals  shall  be  eo 
good  cheap  upon  earth,  that  they 
shall  think  themselves  to  be  in 
good  case,  and  even  then  shall 
evils  grow  upon  earth,  sword,  fa- 
mine, and  great  confusion. 

22  For  many  of  them  that  dwell 
upon  earth  shall  perish  of  famine; 
and  the  other,  that  escape  the  hun- 
ger, shall  the  sword  destroy. 

23  And  the  dead  shall  be  cast  out 
as  dung,  and  tliere  shall  be  no  man 
to  comfort  them  :  for  the  earth  shall 
be  wasted,  and  the  cities  shall  be 
cast  down. 

24  There  shall  be  no  man  left  to 
till  the  earth,  and  to  sow  it. 
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25  The  trees  sliall  give  fruit,  and 
■who  shall  gather  them  ? 

26  The  gi-apes  shall  ripen,  and 
■who  shall  tread  them  \  for  all  places 
shall  be  desolate  of  men : 

27  So  that  one  man  shall  desire  to 
see  another,  and  to  hear  his  voice. 

28  For  of  a  city  there  shall  be  ten 
left,  and  two  of  the  field,  -which 
shall  hide  themselves  in  the  thick 
groves,  and  in  the  clefts  of  the  rocks. 

29  As  in  an  orchard  of  olives  up- 
on every  tree  there  ai-e  left  tliiee 
or  four  olives ; 

30  Or  as  -when  a  vineyard  is  ga- 
thered, there  are  left  some  clusters 
of  them  that  diligently  seek  through 
the  vineyard : 

31  Even  so  in  those  days  there 
shall  be  three  or  four  left  by  them 
tliat  search  their  houses  with  the 
sword. 

32  And  the  earth  shall  be  laid 
■waste,  and  the  fields  thereof  shall 
wax  old,  and  her  ways  and  all  her 
paths  shall  grow  full  of  thorns,  be- 
cause no  man  shall  travel  there- 
tlirough. 

33  The  virgins  shall  moTim,  hav- 
ing no  bridegrooms ;  the  women 
shall  mourn,  having  no  husbands ; 
their  daughters  shall  mourn,  having 
no  helpers. 

34  In  the  wars  shall  their  bride- 
grooms be  destroyed,  and  their  hus- 
bands shall  perish  of  famine. 

35  Hear  now  these  things,  and 
tmderstand  them,  ye  servants  of  the 
Lord. 

36  Behold  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
receive  it :  believe  not  the  gods  of 
whom  the  Lord  spake. 

37  Behold,  the  plagues  draw  nigh, 
and  are  not  slack. 

38  As  when  a  woman  with  cliild 
in  the  ninth  month  bringeth  forth 
her  son,  within  two  or  three  hours 
of  her  birth  great  pains  compass 


her  womb,  which  pains,  wlien  the 
child  cometh  forth,  they  slack  not 
a  moment : 

39  Even  so  shall  not  the  plagues 
be  slack  to  come  upon  the  earth, 
and  the  world  shall  mourn,  and 
sorrows  shall  come  upon  it  on  every 
side. 

40  0  my  people,  hear  my  word : 
make  you  ready  to  the  battle,  and 
in  those  evils  be  even  as  pilgrims 
upon  the  earth. 

41  He  tliat  selleth,  let  him  be  as 
he  that  fleeth  away :  and  he  that 
buyeth,  as  one  that  will  lose : 

42  He  that  occupieth  merchan- 
dise, as  he  that  hath  no  profit  by 
it :  and  he  that  buildeth,  as  he  that 
shall  not  dwell  therein : 

43  He  that  soweth,  as  if  he  should 
not  reap :  so  also  he  that  planteth 
the  vineyard,  as  he  that  shall  not 
gather  the  grapes : 

44  They  that  marry,  as  they  that 
shall  get  no  children;  and  they 
tliat  marry  not,  as  the  widowers. 

45  And  therefore  they  that  laboiu: 
labour  in  vain : 

46  Eor  strangers  shall  reap  their 
fruits,  and  spoil  their  goods,  over- 
throw their  houses,  and  take  their 
children  captives,  for  in  captivity 
and  famine  shall  they  get  children. 

47  And  they  that  occupy  their 
merchandise  with  robbery,  the  more 
they  deck  their  cities,  their  houses, 
their  possessions,  and  their  o^wn 
persons : 

48  The  more  will  I  be  angry  with 
them  for  their  sin,  saith  the  Lord. 

49  Like  as  a  whore  eiivieth  a  right 
honest  and  virtuous  woman  : 

50  So  shall  righteousness  hate  ini- 
quity, when  she  decketh  herself, 
and  shall  accuse  her  to  her  face, 
when  he  cometh  that  shall  defend 
him  that  diligently  searcheth  out 
every  sin  upon  eaith. 
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51  And  therefore  be  ye  not  like 
thereunto,  nor  to  the  works  thereof. 

52  For  vet  a  little,  and  iniquity 
shall  be  taken  away  out  of  the 
earth,  and  righteousness  shall  reign 
among  you. 

53  Let  not  the  sinner  say  that  he 
hath  not  sinned :  for  God  shall  bum 
coals  of  tire  upon  liis  head,  which 
saith  before  the  Lord  God  and  his 
glory,  I  have  not  sinned. 

54  Behold,  the  Lord  knoweth  all 
the  works  of  men,  their  imagina- 
tions, their  thoughts,  and  their 
hearts: 

55  Which  spake  but  the  word, 
JjCt  the  earth  be  made  ;  and  it  was 
made :  Let  the  heaven  be  made ; 
and  it  was  created. 

56  In  his  word  were  the  stars 
made,  and  he  knoweth  the  number 
of  them. 

57  He  searcheth  the  deep,  and 
the  treasures  thereof;  he  hath  mea- 
sured the  sea,  and  what  it  con- 
taineth. 

58  He  hath  shut  the  sea  in  the 
midst  of  the  waters,  and  with  his 
word  hath  lie  hanged  the  earth 
upon  the  Avaters. 

59  He  spreadeth  out  the  heavens 
like  a  vault ;  upon  the  waters  hath 
he  founded  it. 

60  In  the  desert  hath  he  made 
springs  of  watei-,  and  pools  upon 
the  tops  of  the  mountains,  tliat  the 
floods  might  pour  down  fiom  the 
high  rocks  to  water  the  earth. 

61  He  made  man,  and  put  his 
heart  in  the  midst  of  the  body,  and 
gave  him  breath,  life,  and  under- 
standing. 

62  Yea,  and  the  Spirit  of  Almigh- 
ty God,  which  made  all  things,  and 
searcheth  out  all  hidden  things  in 
the  secrets  of  the  eartli, 

63  Surely  he  knoweth  your  in- 
ventions,  and  what    ye   think   in 


your  hearts,  even  them  that  sin, 
and  would  hide  their  sin. 

64  Therefore  hath  the  Lord  ex- 
actly searched  out  all  your  works, 
and  he  will  put  j^ou  all  to  shame. 

65  And  when  your  sins  are  brought 
forth,  ye  shall  be  ashamed  before 
men,  and  your  own  sins  shall  be 
your  accusers  in  that  day. 

66  What  will  ye  do?  or  how  will 
ye  hide  your  sins  before  God  and 
his  angels? 

67  Behold,  God  himself  is  the 
judge,  fear  him :  leave  off  from  your 
sins,  and  forget  yom-  iniquities,  to 
meddle  no  more  with  them  for  ever : 
so  shall  God  lead  you  forth,  and 
deliver  you  from  all  trouble. 

68  For,  behold,  the  burning  wrath 
of  a  great  multitude  is  kindled  over 
you,  and  they  shall  take  away  cer- 
tainof  you,  and  feed  you,  being  idle, 
with  things  offered  unto  idols. 

69  And  they  that  consent  unto 
them  shall  be  had  in  derision  and 
in  reproach,  and  trodden  under  foot. 

70  For  there  shall  be  in  every 
place,  and  in  the  next  cities,  a  great 
insurrection  upon  those  that  fear 
the  Lord. 

71  They  shall  be  like  mad  men, 
sparing  none,  but  still  spoiling  and 
destroying  those  that  fear  the  Lord. 

72  For  they  shall  waste  and  take 
away  their  goods,  and  cast  them 
out  of  their  houses. 

73  Then  shall  they  be  known, 
who  are  my  chosen  ;  and  they  shall 
be  tried  as  the  gold  in  the  fire. 

74  Hear,  0  ye  my  beloved,  saith 
the  Lord :  behold,  the  days  of  trou- 
ble are  at  hand,  but  I  will  deliver 
you  from  the  same. 

75  Be  ye  not  afraid,  neither  doubt ; 
for  God  is  your  guide, 

76  And  "the  guide  of  them  who 
keep  my  commandments  and  pre- 
cepts, saith  the  Lord  God  :  let  not 
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your  sins  weigh  you  do'wn,  and  let 
not  your  iniquities  lift  up  them- 
selves. 

77  Woe  be  unto  them  that  are 
bound  with  tlieir  sins,  and  covered 


■witix  tlieir  iniquities,  like  as  a  field  |  with. 
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is  covered  over  with  bushes,  and  the 
path  thereof  covered  with  thorns, 
that  no  man  may  travel  through ! 

78  It  is  left  undressed,  and  is  cast 
into  the  fire  to  be  consumed  thae- 


TOBIT. 


CHAPTEE  I. 


1  Tdbit  his  slock,  and  devotion  in  his  nouth.  9 
Bis  marriage,  10  and  captivity.  13  His  pre- 
ferment, 16  alms,  and  charity  in  bitrpijig  the 
dead;  19 /or  which  he  is  accused,  andjleeth, 
22  and  ajter  retumeth  to  Nineve. 

THE  book  of  the  words  of  Tobit, 
son  of  Tobiel,  the  son  of  Ana- 
niel,  the  son  of  A  due],  the  son  of 
Gabael,  of  the  seed  of  Asael,  of  the 
tribe  of  Nephtbali ; 

2  Who  in  the  time  of  Enemessar 
king  of  the  Assyrians  was  led  cap- 
tive out  of  Thisbe,  which  is  at  the 
right  hand  of  that  city,  which  is 
called  properly  Nephthali  in  Gali- 
lee above  Aser. 

3  I  Tobit  have  walked  aH  the 
days  of  my  life  in  the  way  of  tnitli 
and  justice,  and  I  did  many  alms- 
deeds  to  my  brethren,  and  my  na- 
tion, who  came  with  me  to  Nineve, 
into  the  land  of  the  Assyrians. 

4  And  when  I  was  in  mine  own 
country,  in  the  land  of  Israel,  being 
but  young,  all  the  tribe  of  Neph- 
thali my  father  fell  from  the  house 
of  Jerusalem,  which  was  chosen  out 
of  all  the  tiibes  of  Israel,  that  all 
the  tribes  should  sacrifice  there, 
where  the  temple  of  the  habitation 
of  the  most  High  was  consecrated 
and  built  for  all  ages. 

5  Now  all  the  tiibes  which  to- 
gether revolted,  and  the  house  of 
my  father  Nephtliali,  sacrificed  im- 
to  the  heifer  BaaL 

6  But  I  alone  went  often  to  Je- 
rusalem at  the  feasts,  as  it  was  or- 


dained unto  all  the  people  of  Israel 
by  an  everlasting  decree,  havbig  the 
firstfruits  and  tenths  of  increase, 
with  that  which  was  first  shorn ; 
and  them  gave  I  at  the  altar  to  the 
priests  the  children  of  Aaron. 

7  The  first  tenth  part  of  all  in- 
crease I  gave  to  the  sons  of  Aaron, 
who  ministered  at  Jerusalem :  an- 
other tenth  part  I  sold  away,  and 
went,  and  spent  it  every  year  at 
Jerusalem : 

8  And  the  third  I  gave  unto  them 
to  whom  it  was  meet,  as  Debora  my 
father's  mother  had  commanded  me, 
because  I  was  left  an  orphan  by  my 
father. 

9  Furthermore,  when  I  was  come 
to  the  age  of  a  man,  I  mariied 
Anna  of  mine  own  kindred,  and  of 
her  I  begat  Tobias. 

10  And  when  we  were  carried 
away  captives  to  Nineve,  all  my 
brethren  and  those  that  were  of  my 
kindred  did  eat  of  the  biead  of  the 
Gentiles. 

11  But  I  kept  myself  from  eating ; 

12  Because  I  remembered  God 
with  all  my  heart. 

13  And  the  most  High  gave  me 
grace  and  favour  before  Enemessar, 
so  that  I  was  his  purveyor. 

14  And  I  went  into  Media,  and 
left  in  trust  with  Gabael,  tiie  bro- 
ther of  Gabrias,  at  Eages  a  city  of 
Media  ten  talents  of  silver. 

15  Now  when  Enemessar  was  dead, 
Sennacherib  his  son  reigned  in  big 
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stead ;   whose  estate  was  troubled, 
that  I  could  not  go  into  IMedia. 

16  And  in  the  time  of  Enemessar 
I  gave  many  alms  to  my  brethren, 
and  gave  my  bread  to  the  Iiuiigry, 

17  And  my  clotlies  to  the  naked  : 
and  if  I  saw  any  of  my  nation  dead, 
or  cast  about  the  walls  of  Nineve, 
I  buried  him. 

18  And  if  the  king  Sennacherib 
had  slain  any,  when  he  was  come, 
and  fled  from  Judea,  I  buried  them 
privily ;  for  in  hLs  wrath  he  killed 
many ;  but  the  bodies  were  not 
found,  when  they  were  sought  for 
of  the  king. 

19  And  when  one  of  the  Nine- 
^■ites  went  and  complained  of  me 
to  the  king,  that  I  buried  them, 
and  hid  myself;  understanding  tliat 
I  was  sought  for  to  be  put  to  death, 
I  withdrew  myself  for  fear. 

20  Then  all  my  goods  were  forci- 
bly ttiken  away,  neither  was  there 
any  thing  left  me,  beside  my  wife 
Anna  and  my  son  Tobias. 

21  And  there  passed  not  five  and 
fifty  days,  before  two  of  his  sons 
killed  him,  and  they  fled  into  the 
mountains  of  Ararath ;  and  Sarche- 
donus  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead ; 
who  appointed  over  his  father's  ac- 
counts, and  over  all  his  affairs,  Achi- 
acharus  my  brother  Anael's  son. 

22  And  Achiacharas  in  treating  for 
me,  I  returned   to   Nineve.    Now 
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restored  unto  me,  with  my  son 
Tobias,  in  the  feast  of  Pentecost, 
which  is  the  holy  feast  of  the  seven 
weeks,  there  was  a  good  dinner  pre- 
pared me,  in  the  which  I  sat  down 
to  eat. 

2  And  when  I  saw  abundance  of 
meat,  I  said  to  my  son.  Go  and 
bring  what  poor  man  soever  thou 
shalt  find  out  of  our  brethren,  who 
is  mindful  of  the  Lord ;  and,  lo,  I 
tarry  for  thee. 

3  But  he  came  again,  and  said, 
Father,  one  of  our  nation  is  stran- 
gled, and  is  cast  out  in  the  market- 
place. 

4  Then  before  I  had  tasted  of  any 
meat,  I  started  up,  and  took  him 
up  into  a  room  until  the  going 
down  of  the  sun. 

5  Then  I  returned,  and  washed 
myself,  and  ate  my  meat  in  heavi- 
ness, 

6  Eemembering  that  prophecy  of 
Amos,  as  he  said.  Your  fea&ls  shall 
be  turned  into  mourning,  and  all 
your  mirth  into  lamentation. 

7  Therefore  I  wept :  and  after  the 
going  down  of  the  sun  I  Avent  and 
made  a  grave,  and  buried  him. 

8  But  my  neighl^ours  mocked  me, 
and  said,  Tliis  man  is  not  yet  afraid 
to  be  put  to  death  for  this  matter : 
who  fled  away;  and  yet,  lo,  he  bu- 
rieth  the  dead  again. 

9  The  same  night  also  I  returned 


Achiacharas    was    cupbearer,    and  '  from  the  burial,  and  slept  by  the 

'     wall  of  my  courtyard,  l)eing  pollut- 
ed, and  my  face  Avas  micoveied  : 

10  And  I  knew  not  that  there 
were  sparrows  in  the  wall,  and  mine 
eyes  being  open,  the  sparrows  muted 
warm  dung  into  mine  eyes,  and  a 
whiteness  came  in  mine  eyes;  and 
I  went  to  the  physicians,  but  they 
helped  me  not :  moreover  Achia- 
charas did  nourish  me,  until  I  went 
into  Eljinais. 


keeper  of  the  signet,  and  steAvard, 
and  overseer  of  the  accounts :  and 
Sarchedonus  appointed  him  next 
unto  him :  and  he  was  my  bro- 
ther's sou. 

CHAPTER  II. 

1  Tdnt  leareth  hit  meal  to  hurij  the  dead,  10  and 
becomeUi  blind.  11  His  u-i/e  fakeih  in  vork  to 
get  her  living.  14  Her  hueband  and  she  fall 
out  ahoui  a  kid. 

OW  Avhen  I  was  come  home 
again,  and  my  wife  Anna  was 
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11  And  my  wife  Anna  did  take 
women's  works  to  do, 

12  And  wlicn  elie  had  sent  them 
home  to  tlie  owners,  tliey  paid  her 
wages,  and  gave  her  also  besides  a 
kid. 

13  And  when  it  was  in  my  house, 
and  begin  to  cry,  I  said  imto  her, 
From  whence  is  this  kid?  is  it  not 
stolen?  render  it  to  the  owners;  for 
it  is  not  lawful  to  eat  any  thing  that 
is  stolen. 

14  J^ut  she  replied  upon  me,  It 
was  given  for  a  gift  more  than  the 
wages.  Howbeit  I  did  not  believe 
her,  but  bade  her  render  it  to  the 
owners :  and  I  was  abashed  at  her. 
But  she  replied  upon  me.  Where 
are  thine  alms  and  thy  righteous 
deeds?  behold,  thou  and  all  thy 
works  are  known. 

CHAPTER  III. 

1  Tbbrt,  grieved  irith  his  wife's  tannfg,  prayefh. 
11  Sara,  reproached  by  her  father's  maids, 
prayefh  also.  17  An  angel  is  $ent  to  help 
them  both. 

THEN"  I  being  grieved  did  weep, 
and  in  my  sorrow  prayed,  say- 
ing, 

2  0  Lord,  thou  art  just,  and  all 
thy  works  and  all  thy  ways  are 
mercy  and  truth,  and  thou  judgest 
truly  and  justly  for  ever. 

3  Eemember  me,  and  look  on  me, 
punish  me  not  for  my  sins  and  igno- 
rances, and  the  sins  of  my  fathers, 
who  have  sinned  before  thee : 

4  For  they  obeyed  not  thy  com- 
mandments :  wherefore  thou  hast 
delivered  us  for  a  spoil,  and  imto 
captivity,  and  unto  death,  and  for  a 
proverb  of  reproach  to  all  the  na- 
tions among  whom  we  are  dispersed. 

5  And  now  thy  judgments  are 
many  and  true :  deal  with  me  ac- 
cording to  my  sins  and  my  fathers' : 
becaiLse  we  have  not  kept  thy  com- 
mandments, neither  have  walked  in 
tnith  before  thee. 
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6  Now  therefore  deal  with  me  as 
seemcth  best  unto  thee,  and  com- 
mand my  spirit  to  be  taken  from 
me,  that  I  may  be  dissolved,  and 
become  earth :  for  it  is  profitable 
for  me  to  die  rather  than  to  live, 
because  I  have  heard  false  re- 
proaches, and  have  much  sorrow : 
command  therefore  that  I  may  now 
be  delivered  out  of  this  distress,  and 
go  into  the  everlasting  place :  turn 
not  thy  face  away  from  me. 

7  It  came  to  pass  the  same  day, 
that  in  Ecbatane  a  city  of  Media 
Sara  the  daughter  of  Eaguel  was  also 
reproached  by  her  father's  maids  ; 

8  Because  that  she  had  been  mar- 
ried to  seven  husbands,  whom  As- 
modeus  the  evil  spirit  had  killed, 
before  they  had  lain  with  her.  Post 
thou  not  know,  said  they,  that  thou 
hast  strangled  thine  husbands?  thou 
hast  had  already  seven  husbands, 
neither  wast  thou  named  after  any 
of  them. 

9  Wlierefore  dost  thou  beat  us  for 
them  ?  if  they  be  dead,  go  thy  ways 
after  them,  let  us  never  see  of  thee 
either  son  or  daughter. 

10  When  she  heard  these  things, 
she  was  very  sorrowful,  so  that  she 
thought  to  have  strangled  herself; 
and  she  said,  I  am  the  only  daugh- 
ter of  my  father,  and  if  I  do  this,  it 
shall  be  a  reproach  unto  him,  and  I 
shall  bring  his  old  age  with  sorrow 
imto  the  grave. 

11  Then  she  prayed  toward  the 
window,  and  said.  Blessed  art  thou, 
0  Lord  my  God,  and  thine  holy 
and  glorious  name  is  blessed  and 
honourable  for  ever :  let  all  thy 
works  praise  thee  for  ever. 

12  And  now,  0  Lord,  I  set  mine, 
eyes  and  my  face  toward  thee, 

13  And  say.  Take  me  out  of  the 
earth,  that  I  may  hear  no  more  the 
reproach.       . 
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14  Thon  knowest,  I^ord,  that  I  am  | 
pure  from  all  sin  with  man,  I 

15  And  that  I  never  polluted  my  j 
name,  nor  the  name  of  my  father,  \ 
in  the  land  of  my  captivity :  I  am  j 
the  only  daughter  of  my  father,  nei- 
ther hath  he  any  child  to  be  his  j 
heir,  neither  any  near  kinsman,  nor  | 
any  son  of  his  alive,  to  whom  I  may  ; 
keep  myself  for  a  wife  :  my  seven  i 
husbands  are   already  dead  ;    and 
why  should  I  hve  1  but  if  it  please 
not  thee  that  I  should  die,  command 
some  regard  to  be  had  of  me,  and 
pity  taken  of  me,  that  I  hear  no 
more  reproach. 

16  So  the  prayers  of  them  both 
were  heard  before  the  majesty  of 
the  great  Gcd. 

17  And  Baphael  was  sent  to  heal 
them  both,  that  is,  to  scale  away 
the  whiteness  of  Tobit's  eyes,  and 
to  give  Sara  the  daughter  of  Eaguel 
for  a  wife  to  Tobias  the  son  of  To- 
bit  ;  and  to  bind  Asmodeas  the  cvtI 
spirit ;  because  she  belonged  to  To- 
bias by  right  of  inheritance.  The 
sel&ame  time  came  Tobit  home,  and 
entered  into  his  house,  and  Sara  the 
daughter  of  Eaguel  came  down  from 
her  upper  chamber. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

S  Trhit  oirtlh  inslrHCtions  to  his  son  TMas. 
20  aniteJUth  him  of  money  left  tcUA  Gabael 
in  Media. 

IN  that  day  Tobit  remembered  the 
money  which  he  had  committed 
to  Gabael  in  Eages  of  ^fedia, 

2  And  said  with  himself,  I  hare 
wished  for  death ;  wherefore  do  I 
not  call  for  my  son  Tobias,  that  I 
noay  signify  to  him  of  the  money 
before  I  die  1 

3  And  when  he  had  called  him, 
he  said.  My  son,  when  I  am  dead, 
bury  me ;  and  despise  not  thy  mo- 
ther, but  honour  her  all  the  dajra 
of  thy  life,  and  do  that  which  shall 
please  her,  and  grieve  her  not. 


4  Eemember,  my  son,  that  she 
saw  many  dangers  for  thee,  wlien 
thou  least  in  her  womb ;  and  when 
she  is  dead,  bury  her  by  me  in  one 
grave. 

o  ^ly  son,  be  mindful  of  the  Lord 
our  God  all  thy  days,  and  let  not 
thy  wiU  be  set  to  sin,  or  to  trans- 
gress his  commandments :  do  up- 
rightly all  thy  life  long,  and  follow 
not  the  ways  of  mirighteousness. 

6  For  if  thou  deal  truly,  thy  doings 
shall  prosperously  succeed  to  thee, 
and  to  all  them  that  live  justly. 

7  Give  alms  of  thy  substance ;  and 
when  thou  givest  ahns,  let  not  thine 
eye  be  envious,  neither  turn  thy 
face  from  any  poor,  and  the  face  of 
God  shall  not  be  turned  away  from 
thee. 

8  If  thou  hast  abundance,  give 
alms  accordingly :  if  thou  have  but 
a  little,  be  not  afraid  to  give  acc-ord- 
ing  to  that  h'ttle: 

9  For  thou  layest  np  a  good  trea- 
sure for  thyself  against  tiie  day  of 
necessity. 

10  Because  that  alms  do  deliver 
fix)m  death,  and  suffereth  not  to 
come  into  darkness. 

11  For  ahns  is  a  good  gift  unto 
aU  that  give  it  in  the  sight  of  the 
most  High. 

12  Beware  of  all  whoredom,  my 
son.  and  chiefly  take  a  wife  of  the 
seed  of  thy  fathers,  and  take  not  a 
strange  woman  to  wife,  which  is  not 
of  tljy  father's  tribe :  for  we  are  the 
children  of  the  prophets,  Noe,  A- 
braham,  Isaac,  and  Jac-ob  :  remem- 
ber, my  son,  that  our  fathers  from 
the  beginning,  even  that  they  all 
married  wives  of  their  own  kindred, 
and  were  blessed  in  their  children, 
and  their  seed  shall  inherit  the  land. 

13  Now  therefore,  my  son,  love 
thy  brethren,  and  despite  not  in 
thy  heart  thy  brethren,  the  sons 


Apocrypha. 


TOBIT,  V. 


Apocrypha. 


and  daughters  of  tliy  people,  in  nol 
taking  a  wife  of  them  :  for  in  pride 
is  destruction  and  much  trouble,  and 
in  lewdness  is  decay  and  great  want : 
for  lewdness  is  the  mother  of  famine. 

14  Let  not  the  wages  of  any  man, 
which  hath  wrought  for  thee,  tairy 
with  thee,  hut  give  him  it  out  of 
hand  :  for  if  thou  serve  God,  he  will 
also  repay  thee :  be  circumspect,  my 
wn,  in  ail  things  thou  doest,  and  be 
wise  in  all  thy  conversation. 

16  Do  that  to  no  man  which  thou 
hatest :  drink  not  wine  to  make  thee 
dnmken  :  neither  let  drunkenness 
go  with  thee  in  thy  journey. 

16  Give  of  thy  bread  to  the  hungiy, 
and  of  thy  garments  to  them  that 
are  naked  ;  and  according  to  thine 
uLundance  give  alms ;  and  let  not 
thine  eye  be  envious,  when  thou 
givest  alms. 

17  Pour  out  thy  bread  on  the 
burial  of  the  just,  but  give  nothing 
to  the  wicked. 

18  Ask  counsel  of  all  that  are  vnae, 
and  despise  not  any  coimsel  that  is 
profitable. 

It)  Bless  the  Lord  thy  God  alway, 
and  desire  of  him  that  thy  ways 
may  be  directed,  and  that  all  thy 
paths  and  counsels  may  prosper :  lor 
every  nation  hath  not  coimsel ;  but 
the  Lord  himself  giveth  all  good 
things,  and  he  humbleth  whom  he 
will,  as  he  will ;  now  therefore,  my 
son,  remember  my  commandments, 
neither  let  them  be  put  out  of  thy 
mind. 

20  And  now  I  signify  this  to  thee, 
that  I  committed  ten  talents  to  Ga- 
bael  the  son  of  Gabrias  at  Eages  in 
Media. 

21  And  fear  not,  my  son,  that  we 
are  made  jxx)r :  for  thou  hast  much 
wealth,  if  thou  fear  God,  and  depart 
from  all  sin,  and  do  that  which  is 
pleasing  in  his  sight. 


CHAPTEIt  V. 

4  Young  TMa>  seel-elh  a  guide  Mo  Media. 
6  'Ilie  angel  iciU  go  villi  lam,  12  and  tailh  he 
is  his  kinnman.  1«  TiUms  and  the  angel  de- 
part together.  17  But  his  mother  is  griavedjur 
her  son's  departing. 

TOBIAS  then  ansAvered  and  said, 
leather,  I  will  do  all  thiiigs  which 
thou  hast  commanded  me : 

2  But  how  can  I  receive  the  mo- 
ney, seeing  I  know  hun  not? 

3  Then  he  gave  him  the  hand- 
writing, and  f-aid  unto  him.  Seek 
thee  a  man  which  may  go  with  thee, 
whiles  I  yet  live,  and  I  will  give 
him  wages :  and  go  and  receive  the 
money. 

4  Therefore  when  he  went  to  seek 
a  man,  he  found  Baphael  that  was 
an  angel. 

5  But  he  knew  not ;  and  he  said 
unto  him.  Canst  thou  go  with  me 
to  Eages?  and  knowest  thou  those 
places  well? 

6  U'o  whom  the  angel  said,  I  will 
go  with  thee,  and  I  know  the  way 
well :  for  I  have  lodged  witli  our 
brother  Gabael. 

7  Then  Tobias  said  unto  him. 
Tarry  for  me,  till  I  tell  my  father. 

8  Then  he  said  unto  him.  Go,  and 
tarry  not.  So  he  went  in  and  said 
to  his  father,  Behold,  I  have  foiuid 
one  which  will  go  with  me.  Theik 
he  said.  Call  him  xmto  me,  that  I 
may  know  of  what  tribe  he  is,  and 
whether  he  be  a  trusty  man  to  go 
with  thee. 

9  So  he  called  him,  and  he  came 
in,  and  they  saluted  one  another. 

10  Then  Tobit  §aid  unto  him. 
Brother,  shew  me  of  what  tribe 
and  family  thou  art. 

11  To  whom  he  fcaid.  Dost  tliou 
seek  for  a  tribe  or  family,  or  an 
hired  man  to  go  with  thy  son  ? 
Then  Tobit  said  unto  him,  I  would 
know,  brother,  thy  kindred  and 
name. 
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12  Then  he  said,  I  am  Azarias, 
the  son  of  Ananias  the  great,  and 
of  thy  brethren. 

13  Then  Tobit  said,  Thou  art  vrel- 
come,  brother ;  be  not  now  angry 
■with  me,  because  I  have  enquired 
to  know  thy  tribe  and  thy  family; 
for  thou  art  my  brother,  of  an  ho- 
nest and  good  stock :  for  I  know 
Ananias  and  Jonathas,  sons  Of  that 
great  Samaias,  as  we  went  together 
to  Jerusalem  to  worship,  and  offer- 
ed the  firstborn,  and  the  tenths  of 
the  fruits ;  and  they  were  not  se- 
duced with  the  eiTor  of  our  bre- 
thren :  my  brother,  thou  art  of  a 
good  stock. 

14  But  tell  me,  what  wages  shall 
I  give  thee  ?  tmlt  thou  a  drachm 
a  day,  and  things  necessary,  as  to 
mine  own  son? 

15  Yea,  moreover,  if  ye  return 
safe,  I  will  add  something  to  thy 
wages. 

16  So  they  were  well  pleased. 
Then  said  he  to  Tobias,  Prepare 
thj-self  for  the  journey,  and  God 
send  you  a  good  jomney.  And 
when  his  son  had  prepared  all 
things  for  the  jomney,  his  father 
said.  Go  thou  with  this  man,  and 
God,  which  dwelleth  in  heaven, 
prosjier  your  journey,  and  the  an- 
gel of  God  keep  you  company.  So 
they  went  forth  both,  and  the  young 
man's  dog  with  them. 

17  But  Anna  his  mother  wept, 
and  said  to  Tobit,  Why  hast  thou 
sent  away  our  son?  is  he  not  the 
staiF  of  our  hand,  in  going  in  and 
out  before  us? 

18  Be  not  greedy  to  add  money 
to  money :  but  let  it  be  as  refuse 
in  respect  of  our  child. 

19  lor  that  which  the  Lord  hath 
given  us  to  live  with  doth  Kuffice 
us. 

20  Then  said  Tobit  to  her,  Take 


no  care,  my  sister ;  he  shall  return 
in  safety,  and  thine  eyes  shall  see 
him. 

21  For  the  good  angel  will  keep 
liim  company,  and  his  jom-ney  slmll 
be  prosperous,  and  he  shall  return 
safe. 

22  Then  she  made  an  end  of 
weeping. 

CHAPTEE  VT. 

i  The  angel  biddeth  Tcbias  to  tal-e  the  liver, 
heart,  aiid  gall  out  of  a  fish,  10  and  lo  inarru 
Sara  the  daughter  of  Haguel ;  16  and  teacheth 
how  to  drive  the  wicked  tpirit  avxty. 

AND  as  they  went  on  their  jour- 
J\.  ney,  they  came  in  the  evening 
to  the  river  Tigiis,  and  they  lodged 
there. 

2  And  when  the  young  man  went 
down  to  wash  himself,  a  fish  leaped 
out  of  the  river,  and  would  have 
devoured  him. 

3  Then  tlie  angel  said  unto  him. 
Take  the  fish.  And  the  young  man 
laid  hold  of  the  fish,  and  drew  it 
to  land. 

4  To  whom  the  angel  said.  Open 
the  tish,  and  take  the  heart  and  the 
liver  and  the  gall,  and  put  them 
up  safely. 

6  So  the  young  man  did  as  the 
angel  commanded  him  ;  and  when 
they  had  roasted  the  fish,  they  did 
eat  it :  then  they  both  went  on 
their  way,  till  they  drew  near  to 
Ecbatane. 

6  Then  the  yoimg  man  said  to  the 
angel.  Brother  A  zarias,  to  what  vise 
is  the  heart  and  the  liver  and  the 
gall  of  the  fish  ? 

7  And  he  said  unto  him,  Touching 
the  heart  and  the  liver,  if  a  devil  or 
an  evil  spirit  trouble  any,  we  must 
make  a  smoke  thereof  before  the 
man  or  the  woman,  and  the  party 
shall  be  no  more  vexed. 

8  As  for  the  gall,  it  is  good  to  an- 
oint a  man  that  hath  whiteness  in 
his  eyes,  and  he  shall  be  healed. 

£2 
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9  And  when  they  were  come  near 
to  Eages, 

10  The  angel  said  to  the  yonng 
man,  lirother,  to  day  we  shall  lodge 
with  Eaguel,  who  is  thy  cousin ;  lie 
also  hatli  one  only  daughter,  named 
Sara ;  I  will  speak  for  her,  that  she 
may  be  given  thee  for  a  wife. 

11  For  to  thee  doth  the  right  of 
her  appertain,  seeing  thou  only  art 
of  her  kindred. 

12  And  the  maid  is  fair  and  wise: 
now  tlierefore  hear  me,  and  I  will 
speak  to  her  father ;  and  when  we 
return  from  Kages  we  will  celebrate 
the  marriage :  for  I  know  that  Ea- 
guel cannot  marry  her  to  another 
according  to  the  law  of  Moses,  but 
he  shall  \)q  giiilty  of  death,  because 
the  right  of  inheritance  doth  rather 
appertain  to  thee  than  to  any  other. 

13  Then  the  young  man  answtred 
the  angel,  I  have  heard,  brother 
Azarias,  that  this  maid  hath  been 
given  to  seven  men,  who  aU  died 
in  the  marriage  chamber. 

14  And  now  I  am  the  only  son  of 
my  father,  and  I  am  afraid,  lest,  if 
I  go  in  unto  her,  I  die,  as  the  other 
before :  for  a  wicked  spirit  loveth 
her,  which  hurteth  no  body,  but 
those  which  come  unto  her :  where- 
fore I  also  fear  lest  I  die,  and  bring 
my  father's  and  my  mother's  life 
because  of  me  to  the  giave  with 
sorrow :  for  they  have  no  other  son 
to  bury  them. 

15  Then  the  angel  said  unto  him, 
Dost  thou  not  remember  the  pre- 
cepts which  thy  father  gave  thee, 
that  thou  shouldest  marry  a  wife  of 
thine  own  kindred  1  wherefore  hear 
me,  O  my  brother;  for  she  shall  be 
given  thee  to  wife ;  and  make  thou 
no  reckoning  of  the  evil  spirit ;  for 
this  same  night  shall  she  be  given 
thee  in  marriage. 

16  And  when  thou  shalt  come  into 


TOBIT,  VII.  Apocrypha. 

the  marriage  chamber,  thou  shalt 
take  the  ashes  of  perfume,  and  shalt 
lay  upon  them  some  of  the  heart 
and  liver  of  the  fish,  and  shalt  make 
a  smoke  with  it : 

17  And  the  devil  shall  smell  it, 
and  flee  away,  and  never  come  again 
any  more :  but  when  thou  shalt 
come  to  her,  rise  up  both  of  you, 
and  pray  to  God  which  is  merciful, 
who  will  have  pity  on  you,  and  save 
you :  fear  not,  for  she  is  appointed 
unto  thee  from  the  beginning ;  and 
thou  shalt  preserve  her,  and  she 
shall  go  with  thee.  Moreover  I 
suppose  that  she  shall  bear  thee 
children.  Now  when  Tobias  had 
heard  these  things,  he  loved  her, 
and  his  heart  was  ejffectually  joined 
to  her. 

CHAPTEE  VII. 


U  Baguel  leUeth  Tobias  what  had  happened  U> 
his  daughter:  12  and  giveth  her  in  marriage 
unto  him.  17  Slie  is  conveyed  to  her  chamber, 
aiid  weepeth.    18  Her  vwtJier  comforteth  her. 

AND  when  they  were  come  to  Ec- 
■  batane,  they  came  to  the  hoa'-e 
of  Eaguel,  and  Sara  met  them:  and 
after  they  had  saluted  one  another, 
she  brought  them  into  the  house. 

2  Then  said  Eaguel  to  Edna  his 
wife.  How  like  is  tliis  young  man 
to  Tobit  my  coasin ! 

3  And  Eaguel  asked  them.  From 
whence  are  ye,  brethren  \  To  whom 
they  said.  We  are  of  the  sons  of 
Nephtlialim,  which  are  captives  iu 
Nineve. 

4  Then  he  said  to  them.  Do  ye 
know  Tobit  our  kinsman  ?  And 
they  said.  We  know  him.  Then 
said  he.  Is  he  in  good  healtlil 

6  And  they  said.  He  is  both  alive, 
and  in  good  health:  and  Tobias 
said.  He  is  my  father. 

6  Then  Eaguel  leaped  up,  and 
kissed  Mm,  and  wept, 

7  And  blessed  him,  and  said  unto 
him,  Thou  art  the  son  of  an  honest 
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and  good  man.  But  when  he  had  | 
heard  that  Tobit  "was  blind,  he  was  ! 
Borrowful,  and  wept,  | 

8  And  likewise  Edna  his  wife  and  \ 
Sara  his  danghttr  wept,    ^foreover  j 
they  entertained  them  cheerfully  ; 
and  after  that  they  had  killed  a 
ram  of  the  flock,  they  set  store  of ' 
meat  on  the  table.     Then  said  To-  ! 
bias  to  Eaphael,  Brother  Azarias, 
speak  of  those  things  of  which  thou 
didst  talk  in  the  way.  and  let  this 
business  be  di^tched. 

9  So  he  communicated  the  matter 
with  Eaguel :  and  Eaguel  said  to 
Tobias,  Eat  and  drink,  and  make 
merry: 

10  For  it  is  meet  that  thon  should- 
est  marry  my  daughter:  nevertheless 
I  will  declare  unto  thee  the  truth. 

11  I  have  given  my  daughter  in 
marriage  to  seven  men,  who  died 
that  night  they  came  in  imto  her : 
nevertheless  for  the  present  be 
merry.  But  Tobias  said,  I  wiU  eat 
nothing  here,  tUl  we  agree  and 
Bwear  one  to  another. 

12  Baguel  said,  Then  take  her 
from  henceforth  according  to  the 
manner,  for  thou  art  her  cousin, 
and  she  is  thine,  and  the  mercifnl 
God  give  you  good  success  in  all 
things. 

13  Then  he  called  his  daughter 
Sara,  and  she  came  to  her  father, 
and  he  took  her  by  the  hand,  and 
gave  her  to  be  wife  to  Tobias,  say- 
ing. Behold,  take  her  after  the  law 
of  Moses,  and  lead  her  away  to  thy 
iather.    And  he  Messed  them; 

14  And  called  Edna  his  wife,  and 
took  paper,  and  did  write  an  instru- 
ment of  covenants,  and  sealed  it. 

15  Then  they  begin  to  eat. 

16  After  Eaguel  called  his  wife 
Edna,  and  said  unto  her.  Sister, 
prepare  another  chamber,  and  bring 
her  in  thither. 


17  Which  when  she  had  done  as 
he  had  bidden  her,  she  brought 
her  thither :  and  she  wept,  and  she 
received  the  tears  of  her  daughter, 
and  said  unto  her, 

18  Be  of  good  comfort,  my  daugh- 
ter ;  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth 
give  thee  joy  for  this  thy  sorrow: 
be  of  good  comfort,  my  daughter. 

CHAPTEK  Vin. 

3  Tobia*  drireth  the  tncked  tpirit  atcaf,  at  he 
vxit  taught,  i  He  ami  hi*  tri/e  rite  vp  to 
profi.  10  Baf/vH  thought  he  ttxu  dead:  15 
bat  Jiftding  him  alive,  praiieik  God,  19  aad 
maieth  a  wedding  featt. 

AND  when  they  had  supped,  they 
J\.  brought  Tobias  in  imto  her. 

2  And  as  he  went,  he  remembered 
the  words  of  Eaphael,  and  took  the 
ashes  of  the  perfumes,  and  put  the 
heart  and  the  liver  of  the  fish  there- 
upon, and  made  a  smoke  therevcith. 

3  The  which  smell  when  the  evil 
spirit  had  smelled,  he  fled  into  the 
utmost  parts  of  Egypt,  and  the  an- 
gel bound  him. 

4  And  after  that  they  were  both 
shut  in  together,  Tobias  rose  out  of 
the  bed,  and  said,  Sister,  arise,  and 
let  us  pray  that  God  would  have 
pity  on  us. 

o  Then  began  Tobias  to  say, 
Ble-ssed  art  thou,  0  God  of  our 
fathers,  and  blessed  U  thy  holy 
and  glorious  name  for  ever :  let 
the  heavens  bless  thee,  and  all 
thy  creatures. 

6  Thou  madest  Adam,  and  gavest 
him  Eve  his  wife  for  an  helper  and 
stay :  of  them  came  mankind :  thou 
hast  said,  It  is  not  good  that  man 
should  be  alone ;  let  us  make  unto 
him  an  aid  like  unto  himself. 

7  And  now,  0  Lord,  I  take  not  this 
my  sister  for  lu^,  but  uprightly: 
therefore  mercifully  ordain  that  we 
may  become  aged  together. 

8  And  she  said  with  him,  Amen. 

9  So  they  slept  both  that  night. 
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Aiid  Eriguel  arose,  and  went  and 
made  a  grave, 

10  Saying,  I  fear  lest  he  also  be 
dead. 

11  But  when  Eaguel  was  come 
into  his  house, 

12  He  said  unto  his  wife  Edna, 
Send  one  of  the  maids,  and  let  lier 
see  whether  he  he  alive :  if  he  he 
not,  that  we  may  bury  him,  and  no 
man  know  it. 

13  So  the  maid  opened  the  door, 
and  went  in,  and  found  them  both 
asleep, 

14  And  came  forth,  and  told  tliem 
tliat  he  was  alive. 

15  Then  Eaguel  praised  God,  and 
said,  0  God,  thou  art  worthy  to 
be  praised  with  all  pure  and  holy 
jiraise ;  therefore  let  thy  saints 
praise  thee  with  all  thy  creatures ; 
and  let  all  thine  angels  and  tliine 
elect  praise  thee  for  ever. 

16  Thou  art  to  be  praised,  for  thou 
hast  made  me  joyful ;  and  that  is 
not  come  to  me  wliich  I  suspected; 
but  thou  hast  dealt  with  us  accord- 
ing to  thy  great  mercy. 

17  Thou  art  to  be  praised,  because 
thou  hast  had  mercy  of  two  that 
were  the  only  begotten  children  of 
their  fathers:  grant  them  mercy, 
O  Lord,  and  finish  their  life  in 
health  with  joy  and  mercy. 

18  Then  Eaguel  bade  his  ser- 
vants to  fill  the  grave. 

19  And  he  kept  the  wedding  feast 
fourteen  days. 

20  For  before  the  days  of  the 
marriage  were  finished,  Eaguel  had 
said  unto  him  by  an  oath,  that  he 
should  not  depart  till  the  four- 
teen days  of  the  marriage  were 
expired ; 

21  And  then  he  should  take  the 
half  of  his  goods,  and  go  in  safety 
to  his  father  ;  and  sliould  have  the 
rest  wlien  I  and  my  wife  be  dead. 


CIIAPTEE  IX. 


1  T<Ma»  gendrth  the  angel  unto  Gohofl  for  th^ 
money,  (i  The  angel  bringeth  it  and  Gubuel 
to  the  wedding. 

THE'N   Tobias  called  Eaphael, 
and  said  unto  him, 

2  Brother  Azarias,  take  with  thee 
a  servant,  and  two  camels,  and  go 
to  Eages  of  Media  to  Gabael,  and 
bring  me  the  money,  and  bring  him 
to  the  wedding. 

3  For  Eaguel  hath  sworn  that  I 
shall  not  depart. 

4  But  my  father  coimteth  the 
days  ;  and  if  I  tarry  long,  he  will 
be  very  sorry. 

5  So  Eaphael  went  out,  and  lodg- 
ed with  Gabael,  and  gave  him  tlie 
handwriting :  who  brought  forth 
bags  which  were  sealed  up,  and 
gave  them  to  him. 

6  And  early  in  the  morning  they 
went  forth  both  together,  and  came 
to  the  wedding :  and  Tobias  bless- 
ed his  wife. 

CHAPTEE  X. 

1  Tdhit  and  his  wife  long  for  their  ton.  7  iS'« 
will  not  be  comforted  by  her  husband,  10 
Ragnel  tendelh  Jobias  ami  hit  vnfe  niKot/, 
with  half  their  goods,  12  and  blesseth  them. 

NOW  Tobit  his  father  counte^l 
every  day  :  and  when  the  days 
of  the  journey  were  expired,  and 
they  ciime  not, 

2  Then  Tobit  paid,  Are  they  de- 
tained] or  is  Gabael  dead,  wnd 
there  is  no  man  to  give  him  the 
money  1 

3  Therefore  he  was  very  sorry. 

4  Then  his  wife  said  imto  him. 
My  son  is  dead,  seeing  he  stayeth 
long;  and  she  began  to  bewail  hun, 
and  said, 

5  Now  I  care  for  nothing,  my  son, 
since  I  have  let  thee  go,  the  light  of 
mine  eyes. 

6  To  whom  Tobit  said.  Hold  tliy 
peace,  take  no  care,  for  he  is  safe. 

7  But  she  eaid.  Hold  thy  peace, 
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and  deceive  me  not ;  my  son  is 
dead.  And  she  went  out  every  day 
into  the  way  which  they  went,  and 
did  eat  no  meat  on  the  daytime, 
and  ceased  not  whole  nights  to  be- 
wail her  son  Tobias,  until  the  four- 
teen days  of  the  wedding  were 
expired,  which  Baguel  had  sworn 
that  he  should  spend  there.  Then 
Tobias  said  to  Eaguel,  Let  me  go, 
for  my  father  and  my  mother  look 
no  more  to  see  me. 

8  But  his  father  in  law  said  unto 
him,  Tarry  with  me,  and  I  ^^■iU  send 
to  thy  father,  and  they  shall  declare 
unto  him  how  things  go  with  thee. 

9  But  Tobia.s  said,  No ;  but  let 
me  go  to  my  father. 

10  Then  Baguel  arose,  and  gave 
him  Sara  his  wife,  and  half  his 
goods,  seiTauts,  and  cattle,  and 
money : 

11  And  he  blessed  them,  and  sent 
them  away,  saying.  The  God  of 
heaven  give  you  a  prosperous  jour- 
ney, my  children. 

12  And  he  said  to  his  daugliter, 
Honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother 
in  law,  which  are  now  thy  parents, 
that  I  may  hear  good  repc'rt  of 
thee.  And  he  kissed  her.  Edna 
also  said  to  Tobias,  The  Lord  of 
heaven  restore  thee,  my  dear  bro- 
ther, and  grant  that  I  may  see  thy 
children  of  my  daughter  Sara  be- 
fore I  die,  that  I  may  rejoice  be- 
fore the  Lord :  behold,  I  commit 
my  daughter  unto  thee  of  special 
trust ;  wherefore  do  not  entreat  her 
evil. 

CHAPTER  XL 

6  TMoi'  •mother  fpi/>lh  her  frm  comino.  10  His 
father  mee/flh  him  ui  the  door,  uiid  recowitth 
Hit  tight.  U  He  praiaelh  God,  17  and  tcd- 
cometh  hit  daughttr  in  law. 

A  FTER  these  things  Tobia.s  went 
Jl\.  his  way,  praising  God  tliat  he 
had  given  him  a  prosperous  jour- 
ney, and  blessed  Baguel  and  Edna 


his  wife,  and  went  on  his  way  till 
they  drew  near  imto  Nineve. 

2  Then  Eaphael  said  to  Tobias, 
Thou  knowest,  Ijrother,  how  thou 
did>t  leave  thy  father : 

3  Let  us  haste  before  thy  wife, 
and  prepare  the  hoa«e. 

4  And  take  in  thine  hand  the  gall 
of  the  fish.  So  they  went  their  way, 
and  the  dog  went  after  them. 

6  Now  Anna  sat  looking  about 
toward  the  way  for  her  son. 

6  And  when  she  e>pied  him  com- 
ing, she  faid  to  his  father,  Behold, 
thy  son  cometh,  and  the  man  that 
went  with  him. 

7  Then  said  Eaphael,  I  know, 
Tobias,  that  thy  father  will  open 
his  eves. 

8  Therefore  anoint  thou  his  eyes 
with  the  gall,  and  being  pricked 
therewith,  he  shall  rub,  and  the 
whiteness  shall  fall  away,  and  he 
shall  see  thee. 

9  Then  Anna  ran  forth,  and  fell 
upon  the  neck  of  her  son,  and  said 
unto  him.  Seeing  1  have  seen  thee, 
my  son,  from  henceforth  I  am  con- 
tent to  die.   And  they  wept  both. 

10  Tobit  also  went  forth  towanl 
the  door,  and  stumbled :  but  his 
son  ran  imto  hnn, 

11  And  took  hold  of  his  father : 
and  he  strake  of  the  gaU  on  his 
father's  eyes,  saying.  Be  of  gocd 
hope,  my  father. 

12  And  when  his  eyes  began  to 
smart,  he  rubbed  them ; 

13  And  the  whiteness  pilled  away 
from  the  comers  of  his  eyes :  and 
when  he  saw  his  son,  he  fell  upon 
his  neck. 

14  And  he  wept,  and  said.  Bless- 
ed art  thou,  O  Gcxl,  and  blessed  is 
thy  name  for  ever :  and  blessed  are 
all  thine  holy  angels : 

15  For  thou  hast  scourged,  and 
hast  taken  pity  on  n»€  ;  for,  behold, 
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I  see  my  son  Tobia'.  And  his 
son  went  in  rejoicinfj,  and  told  his 
father  the  great  things  that  had 
happened  to  him  in  INIedia. 

16  Then  Tobit  went  out  to  meet 
his  daughter  in  law  at  the  gate 
of  Nineve,  rejoicing,  and  praising 
God :  and  they  which  saw  him  go 
marvel) ed,  because  he  had  received 
bis  sight. 

17  But  Tobit  gave  thanks  before 
them,  because  God  had  mercy  on 
him.  And  when  he  came  near  to 
Sara  his  daughter  in  law,  he  bless- 
ed her,  saying,  Thou  art  welcome, 
daughter :  God  be  blessed,  which 
liath  brought  thee  unto  xis,  and 
hlessed  be  thy  father  and  thy  mother. 
And  there  was  joy  among  all  his 
brethren  which  were  at  Nineve. 

18  And  Achiacharus,  and  Nasbas 
his  brother's  son,  came: 

19  And  Tobias'  wedding  was  kept 
seven  days  with  great  joy. 

CHAPTEE  XII. 

C  Tohit  oWerelh  half  to  the  angel  for  his  paint. 
€  But  Tie  calleth  them  both  agUle,  and  exhort- 
eth  them,  15  aiuX  telleth  them  that  he  was  an 
angel,  21  and  im<  seen  no  more. 

rilHEN  Tobit  called  his  son  To- 
JL  bias,  and  said  unto  him.  My 
son,  see  that  the  man  have  his 
wages,  which  went  with  thee,  and 
thou  must  give  liim  more. 

2  And  Tobias  said  unto  him,  0 
father,  it  is  no  harm  to  me  to  give 
him  half  of  those  things  which  I 
liave  brought : 

3  For  he  hath  brought  me  again  to 
thee  in  safety,  and  made  whole  my 
wife,  and  brought  me  the  money, 
and  likewise  healed  thee. 

4  Then  the  old  man  said,  It  is 
due  unto  him. 

5  So  he  called  the  angel,  and  he 
said  unto  him,  Take  half  of  all  that 
ye  have  brought,  and  go  away  in 
safety. 

6  Then  he  took  them  both  apai-t, 


and  said  unto  them,  Bless  God, 
praise  him,  and  magnify  him,  and 
praise  him  for  the  tilings  which  he 
hath  done  unto  j'ou  in  the  sight  of 
all  that  live.  It  is  good  to  pitiise 
God,  and  exalt  his  name,  and  ho- 
nourably to  shew  forth  the  works 
of  God ;  therefore  be  not  slack  to 
prai«-e  him. 

7  It  is  good  to  keep  close  the 
secret  of  a  king,  but  it  is  honour- 
able to  reveal  the  works  of  God. 
Do  that  which  is  goal,  and  no  evil 
shall  touch  you. 

8  Prayer  is  good  with  fasting  and 
alms  and  righteousness,  A  little 
with  righteousness  is  better  than 
much  with  unrighteousness.  It  is 
better  to  give  alms  than  to  lay  up 
gold  : 

9  For  alms  doth  deliver  from 
death,  and  shall  purge  away  all  sin. 
Those  that  exercise  alms  and  right- 
eousness shall  be  filled  with  life : 

10  But  they  that  sin  are  enemies 
to  their  own  life. 

11  Surely  I  will  keep  close  no- 
thing from  you.  For  I  said.  It  was 
good  to  keep  close  the  secret  of  a 
king,  but  that  it  was  honourable  to 
reveal  tlie  works  of  God. 

12  Now  therefore,  when  thou  didst 
pray,  and  Sara  thy  daughter  in  law, 
I  did  bring  the  remembrance  of 
your  prayers  before  the  Holy  One : 
and  when  thou  didst  bury  the  dead, 
I  was  with  thee  like'svise. 

13  And  when  thou  didst  not  delay 
to  rise  up,  and  leave  thy  dinner,  to 
go  and  cover  the  dead,  thy  good 
deed  was  not  hid  fiom  me :  but  I 
was  witli  thee. 

14  And  now  God  hath  sent  me  to 
heal  thee  and  Sara  thy  daughter 
in  law. 

15  I  am  Eaphael,  one  of  the 
seven  holy  angels,  which  present 
the  prayers  of  the  saints,  and  which 


Apocrypha. 


go  in  and  out  before  the  glory  of 
tlie  Holy  One. 

16  Then  they  were  both  troubled, 
and  fell  upon  their  faces :  for  they 
feared. 

17  But  he  said  unto  them,  Fear 
not,  for  it  shall  go  -well  with  you ; 
praise  God  theiefore. 

18  For  not  of  any  favour  of  mine, 
but  by  the  -will  of  our  God  I  came  ; 
wherefore  praise  liim  for  ever. 

19  All  these  days  I  did  appear 
unto  you  ;  but  I  did  neither  eat  nor 
drink,  hut  ye  did  see  a  vision. 

20  Now  therefore  give  God 
thanks:  for  I  go  up  to  him  that 
sent  me ;  hut  write  all  things  which 
are  done  in  a  book. 

21  And  when  they  arose,  they  saw 
him  no  more. 

22  Then  they  confessed  the  gi-eat 
and  wonderful  wnrks  of  God,  and 
how  the  angel  of  the  Loid  had  ap- 
peared rmto  them. 

CHAPTER  XIII. 

The  Oinrikitgiting  unto  God,  which  TdbU  iorote. 

rr^HEN  Tobit  wrote  a  prayer  of 
X  rejoicing,  and  said,  Blessed  be 
God  that  liveth  for  ever,  and  blessed 
be  his  kingdom. 

2  For  he  doth  scourge,  and  hath 
mercy:  he  leadeth  down  to  hell, 
and  bringeth  up  again :  neither  is 
there  any  that  can  avoid  his  hand. 

3  Confess  him  before  the  Gentiles, 
ye  children  of  Israel :  for  he  hath 
scattered  us  among  them. 

4  There  declare  l)is  greatness,  and 
extol  him  before  all  the  living  :  for 
he  is  our  Lord,  and  he  is  the  God 
oru"  Father  for  ever. 

5  And  he  will  scourge  us  for  our 
iniquities,  and  will  have  mercy 
again,  and  will  gather  us  out  of  all 
nations,  among  whom  he  hath  scat- 
tered us. 

6  If  ye  turn  to  him  with  your 
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whole  heart,  and  with  your  whole 


mind,  and  deal  uprightly  before 
him,  then  will  he  turn  unto  you, 
and  will  not  hide  his  face  from  you. 
Therefore  see  what  he  will  do  with 
you,  and  confess  him  with  your 
whole  mouth,  and  praise  the  Lord 
of  might,  and  extol  the  everla.sfing 
King.  In  the  land  of  my  captivity 
do  I  praise  him,  and  declare  his 
might  and  majesty  to  a  sinful  na- 
tion. 0  ye  sinners,  turn  and  do 
justice  beiore  him :  who  can  tell  if 
he  will  accept  you,  and  have  mercy 
on  youl 

7  I  will  extol  my  God,  and  my  soul 
shall  praise  the  King  of  heaven, 
and  shall  rejoice  in  his  greatness. 

8  Let  all  men  speak,  and  lot  all 
praise  him  for  his  righteousness. 

9  0  Jerusalem,  the  holy  city,  he 
will  scourge  thee  for  thy  children's 
worl\S,  and  will  have  mercy  again 
on  the  sons  of  the  righteous. 

10  Give  praise  to  the  Lord,  for 
he  is  good :  and  praise  the  everla*.1- 
ing  King,  that  liis  tabernacle  may 
be  builded  in  thee  again  with  joy, 
and  let  liim  make  jo}-ful  there  in 
thee  those  that  are  captives,  and 
love  in  thee  for  ever  those  that  are 
miserable. 

11  Many  nations  shall  come  from 
far  to  the  name  of  the  Lord  God 
with  gifts  in  their  hands,  even  gifts 
to  the  King  of  heaven  ;  all  genera- 
tions shall  praise  thee  with  great 

joy. 

12  Cursed  are  all  they  which  hate 
thee,  and  blessed  shall  all  be  which 
love  thee  for  ever. 

13  Rejoice  and  be  glad  for  the 
children  of  the  just :  for  they  shall 
be  gathered  together,  and  shall  bless 
the  Lord  of  the  just. 

14  0  blessed  are  they  which  love 
thee,  for  they  shall  rejoice  in  thy 
peace  :  blessed  are  they  which  hav« 


ApocrypJia. 


TOBIT,  XIV. 


Apocrypha. 


been  sorrowful  for  all  thy  scourges  ; 
for  they  shall  rejoice  for  thee,  when 
they  have  seen  all  thy  glory,  and 
shall  be  glad  for  ever. 

15  Let  my  soul  bless  God  the 
great  King. 

16  For  Jemsalem  shall  be  built 
up  with  sapphires,  and  emeralds, 
and  precious  stone :  thy  walls  and 
towers  and  battlements  with  pm"e 
gold. 

17  And  the  streets  of  Jerusalem 
shall  be  paved  with  beryl  and  car- 
buncle and  stones  of  Ophir. 

18  And  all  her  streets  shall  say, 
Alleluia;  and  they  shall  praise  him, 
saying.  Blessed  bo  God,  which  hatli 
extolled  it  for  ever. 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

3  To6i/  givelh  instrucHons  to  )tU  son,  8  gveeiaUv 
to  leave  Nineie.  11  He  and  his  wife  (lie,  ava 
are  buried.  12  Tobias  removelh  to  Ecbutune, 
H  and  there  died,  after  he  had  tieard  of  the 
destruction  of  Nineve. 

SO  Tobit  made  an  end  of  prais- 
ing God. 

2  And  he  was  eight  and  fifty  years 
old  when  he  lost  his  sight,  which 
was  restored  to  him  after  tight  years : 
and  he  gave  alms,  and  he  increasal 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  God,  and 
praised  him. 

3  And  when  he  was  very  aged,  he 
called  his  scm,  and  the  six  sons  of 
liis  son,  and  said  to  him,  My  son, 
take  thy  cliildren ;  for,  behold,  I  am 
aged,  and  am  ready  to  depart  out 
of  this  life. 

4  Go  into  Media,  my  pon,  for  I 
svu-ely  believe  those  things  which 
Jonas  the  prophet  spake  of  Nineve, 
that  it  shall  be  overthrown ;  and 
that  for  a  time  peace  shall  rather 
l>e  in  Media;  and  that  cmr  bretliren 
shall  lie  scattered  in  the  earth  from 
that  good  land :  and  Jerusalem 
shall  be  desolate,  and  the  house 
of  God  in  it  shall  be  burned,  and 
shall  be  desolate  for  a  time ; 


5  And  that  again  God  will  have 
mercy  on  them,  and  bring  them 
again  into  the  land,  where  they 
shall  build  a  tem])le,  but  not  like 
to  the  first,  until  the  time  of  that 
age  be  fulfilled  ;  asd  afterward  they 
shall  return  from  all  places  of  their 
captivity,  and  build  up  Jerusalem 
gloriously,  and  the  house  of  God 
shall  be  built  in  it  for  ever  with  a 
glorious  building,  as  the  prophets 
have  spoken  thereof. 

6  And  all  nations  shall  turn,  and 
fear  the  Lord  God  tnily,  and  shall 
bury  their  idols. 

7  Po  shall  all  nations  praise  the 
Lord,  and  his  people  shall  confess 
'God,  and  the  Lord  shall  exalt  his 
people ;  and  all  those  which  love 
the  Lord  God  in  truth  and  justice 
shall  rejoice,  shewing  mercy  to  our 
brethren. 

8  And  now,  my  son,  depart  out  of 
Nineve,  because  that  those  things 
which  the  prophet  Jonas  spake  shall 
surely  come  to  pass. 

9  But  keep  thou  the  law  and  the 
commandn>ents,  and  shew  thyself 
merciful  and  just,  that  it  may  go 
well  with  thee. 

10  And  bm-y  me  decently,  and 
thy  mother  with  me ;  but  tarry  no 
longer  at  Nineve.  Eemember,  my 
son,  how  Aman  handled  Achiatha- 
rus  that  brovtght  him  up,  how  out 
of  light  he  brought  liim  into  dark- 
ness, and  how  he  rewarded  him 
again :  yet  Athiacharus  was  saved, 
but  the  other  had  his  reward :  for 
lie  wt-nt  down  into  darkness.  Ma- 
nassts  gave  alms,  and  escaped  the 
snares  of  death  which  they  had  set 
for  him :  but  Aman  fell  into  the 
snare,  and  perislied. 

11  Wherefore  now,  my  son,  con- 
sider what  alms  doeth,  and  how 
righteousness  doth  deliver.  When 
he  had  said  these  things,  he  gave 
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up  the  ghost  in  the  bed,  being  an 
hundred  and  eight  and  fifty  years 
old  ;  and  he  buried  him  honour- 
ably. 

12  And  when  Anna  his  mother 
was  dead,  he  buried  her  with  his 
father.  But  Tobias  departed  with 
his  wife  and  children  to  Ecbatane 
to  Eaguel  his  fatlier  in  law, 

13  Where  he  became  old  with 
honour,  and  he  buried  his  father 


and  mother  in  law  honourably,  and 
he  inherited  their  substance,  and 
his  father  Tobit's. 

14  And  lie  died  at  Ecbatane  in 
Media,  being  an  hundred  and  seven 
and  twenty  years  old. 

15  But  before  he  died  he  heard 
of  the  destruction  of  Nineve,  which 
was  taken  by  Nabuchodonosor  and 
Assuerus  :  and  before  his  -death  lie 
rejoiced  over  Nineve. 


JUDITH. 


CHAPTER  I. 


2  ArphaooaA  doth  fortify  Ecbatane.  6  Nahuclio- 
donosor  maketh  war  against  him,  7  and  ci-av- 
eth  aid.  12  lie  Ihreal&nelh  those  thai  would 
not  aid  him,  15  and  killeth  Arphaxad,  ISavd 
retwneth  to  Nineve. 

IN  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign 
of  Nabuchodonosor,  who  reigned 
in  Nineve,  the  great  city ;  in  tlie 
days  of  Arphaxad,  which  reigned 
over  the  Medes  in  Ecbatane, 

2  And  built  in  Ecbatane  walls 
round  about  of  stones  hewn  three 
cubits  broad  and  six  cubits  long, 
and  made  the  height  of  the  wall 
seventy  cubits,  and  the  breadth 
thereof  fifty  cubits : 

3  And  set  the  towers  thereof  irpon 
the  gates  of  it,  an  hundred  cubits 
high,  and  the  breadth  thereof  in  the 
foundation  tlireescore  cubits : 

4  And  he  made  the  gates  thereof, 
even  gates  that  were  raised  to  the 
height  of  seventy  cubits,  and  the 
))readth  of  them  was  forty  cubits, 
for  the  going  forth  of  his  mighty 
armies,  and  for  the  setting  in  array 
of  his  footmen : 

0  Even  in  those  days  king  Nabu- 
chodonosor made  war  with  king  Ar- 
phaxad in  the  great  plain,  which  is 
the  plain  in  the  borders  of  Eagau. 

0  And  there  came  unto  him  all 
they  that  dwelt  in  the  hill  country, 


and  all  that  dwelt  by  Euphrates, 
and  Tigris,  and  Hydaspes,  and  tlie 
plain  of  Aiioch  the  king  of  Ihe 
Elymeans,  and  very  many  nations 
of  the  sons  of  Clielod,  assembled 
themselves  to  the  battle. 

7  Then  Nabuchodonosor  king  of 
the  Assyrians  sent  unto  all  tliat 
dwelt  in  Persia,  and  to  all  that 
dwelt  westward,  and  to  those  that 
dwelt  in  Cilicia,  and  Damascus,  and 
Libanus,  and  Antilibanus,  and  to 
all  that  dwelt  upon  the  sea  coast, 

8  And  to  those  among  the  nations 
that  were  of  Cannel,  and  Galaad, 
and  the  higher  Galilee,  and  the 
great  plain  of  Esdrelom, 

9  And  to  all  that  were  in  Samaria 
and  the  cities  thereof,  and  beyond 
Jordan  unto  Jerusalem,  and  Betane, 
and  Chellus,  and  Kades,  and  the 
river  of  Egj-pt,  and  Taphnes,  and 
Eamesse,  and  all  the  land  of  Gesem, 

10  Until  ye  come  beyond  Tanis 
and  Memphis,  and  to  all  the  inha- 
liitants  of  Egypt,  until  ye  come  to 
the  borders  of  Ethiopia. 

11  But  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
land  made  light  of  the  command- 
ment of  Nabuchodonosor  king  of  the 
Assyrians,  neither  went  they  witli 
him  to  the  battle  ;  for  they  were 
not  afraid  of  him :  yea,  he  was  be- 
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fore  them  as  one  man,  and  they  sent 
away  his  amhassadors  from  them 
without  effect,  and  with  disgrace. 

12  Therefore  Nabiichodonosor  was 
very  angry  with  all  this  coimtry, 
and  sware  by  liis  throne  and  king- 
dom, that  he  would  surely  be 
avenged  upon  all  those  coasts  of 
Cilicia,  and  Damascus,  and  Syria, 
and  that  he  would  slay  with  the 
sword  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
land  of  Moab,  and  the  children  of 
Ammon,  and  all  Judea,  and  all 
that  were  in  Egypt,  till  ye  come 
to  the  borders  of  the  two  seas. 

13  Then  he  marched  in  battle 
array  with  his  power  against  king 
Arphaxad  in  the  seventeenth  year, 
and  he  prevailed  in  his  battle :  for 
he  overthrew  all  the  power  of  Ar- 
phaxad, and  all  his  horsemen,  and 
all  his  chariots, 

14  And  became  lord  of  his  cities, 
and  came  unto  Ecbatane,  and  took 
the  towers,  and  spoiled  the  streets 
thereof,  and  turned  the  beauty 
thereof  into  shame. 

15  He  took  also  Arphaxad  in  the 
mountains  of  Eagau,  and  smote  him 
through  with  his  darts,  and  destroy- 
ed him  utterly  that  day. 

16  So  he  retiuTied  afterward  to 
Nineve,  both  he  and  all  his  com- 
pany of  sundry  nations,  being  a 
very  great  multitude  of  men  of 
war,  and  there  he  took  his  ease,  and 
banqueted,  both  he  and  his  army, 
ao  hundred  and  twenty  days. 

CHAPTER  II. 

*  Holof  ernes  is  appointed  general,  11  and  charg- 
ed to  ejHire  none  tliat  irill  not  yield.  15  his 
army  ami  ptoHsion.  23  Tlie  places  ichich  he 
won  and  wasted  as  he  tcent. 

A  ND  in  the  eighteenth  year,  the 
jlV.  two  and  twentieth  day  of  the 
first  month,  there  was  talk  in  the 
house  of  Nabuchodonosor  king  of 
the  Assyrians,  that  he  should,  as  he 
ssiid,  avenge  himself  on  all  the  eartL 


2  So  he  called  unto  him  all  his 
officers,  and  all  his  nobles,  and 
communicated  with  them  his  secret 
counsel,  and  concluded  the  afflict- 
ing of  the  whole  earth  out  of  his 
own  mouth, 

3  Then  they  decreed  to  destroy  all 
flesh,  that  did  not  obey  the  com- 
mandment of  his  mouth. 

4  And  when  he  had  ended  his 
counsel,  Nabuchodonosor  king  of 
the  Assyrians  called  Holofemes  the 
chief  captain  of  his  army,  which  was 
next  unto  him,  and  said  unto  him, 

5  Thus  saith  the  great  king,  the 
lord  of  the  whole  earth.  Behold, 
thou  shalt  go  forth  from  my  pre- 
sence, and  take  with  thee  men  that 
trust  in  their  own  strength,  of  foot- 
men an  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand ;  and  the  number  of  horses 
with  their  riders  twelve  thousand. 

6  And  thou  shalt  go  against  all 
the  west  country,  because  they  dis- 
obeyed my  commandment. 

7  And  thou  shalt  declare  unto 
them,  that  they  prepare  for  me 
earth  and  water :  for  I  will  go  forth 
in  my  wrath  against  them,  and  will 
cover  the  whole  face  of  the  earth 
with  the  feet  of  mine  army,  and  I 
will  give  them  for  a  spoil  unto  them : 

8  So  that  their  slain  shall  fill 
their  valleys  and  brooks,  and  tlie 
river  shall  be  filled  with  their  dead, 
till  it  overflow : 

9  And  I  will  lead  them  captives  to 
the  utmost  parts  of  all  the  earth. 

10  Tliou  therefore  shalt  go  forth, 
and  take  beforehand  for  me  all 
their  coasts :  and  if  tliey  will  yield 
themselves  unto  thee,  tliou  shalt  re- 
serve them  for  me  tiU  the  day  of 
their  pimishment. 

11  But  concerning  them  that  re- 
bel, let  not  thine  eye  spare  them  ; 
but  put  them  to  the  slaughter,  and 
spoil  them  wheresoever  thou  goest. 
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12  For  as  I  live,  and  by  the  power 
of  my  kingdom,  -whatsoever  I  have 
spoken,  that  T*ill  I  do  by  mine  band. 

13  And  take  thou  heed  that  thou 
transgress  none  of  the  command- 
ments of  thy  lord,  but  accomplish 
them  fully,  as  I  have  commanded 
thee,  and  defer  not  to  do  them. 

14  Then  Holofemes  went  forth 
from  the  presence  of  his  lord,  and 
called  all  the  governors  and  cap- 
tains, and  the  officers  of  the  army 
of  Assur; 

15  And  he  mustered  the  chosen 
men  for  the  battle,  as  his  lord  had 
commanded  him,  unto  an  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand,  and  twelve 
thousand  archers  on  horseback ; 

16  And  he  ranged  them,  as  a  great 
anny  is  oi-dered  for  the  war. 

17  And  he  took  camels  and  asses 
for  their  carriages,  a  very  great 
number ;  and  slieep  and  oxen  and 
goats  without  number  for  their  pro- 
vision : 

18  And  plenty  of  victual  for  every 
man  of  the  aimy,  and  very  much 
gold  and  silver  out  of  the  king's 
hotise. 

19  Then  he  went  forth  and  all  his 
power  to  go  before  king  Nabucho- 
donosor  in  the  voyage,  and  to  cover 
all  the  face  of  the  earth  westwaid 
with  their  chariots,  and  horsemen, 
and  their  chosen  footmen. 

20  A  great  number  alj«  of  sundry 
countries  came  with  them  like  lo- 
custs, and  like  the  sand  of  the 
earth  :  for  the  multitude  was  with- 
out number. 

21  And  they  went  forth  of  Ni- 
neve  three  days'  journey  toward  the 
plain  of  Bectiieth,  and  pitched  from 
Bectileth  near  the  mountain  which 
is  at  the  left  hand  of  the  upper 
Cilicia. 

22  Then  he  took  all  his  army,  his 
footmen,  and  horsemen,   and  cha- 


riots, and  went  fiom  thence  into 
the  hill  country ; 

23  And  destroyed  Phud  and  Lud, 
and  spoiled  all  the  children  of  Bas- 
ses, and  the  childieu  of  Ismael, 
which  were  toward  the  wilderness 
at  the  south  of  the  land  of  the 
Chellians. 

24  Then  he  went  over  Euphrates, 
and  went  through  ]Mesopotamia,  and 
destroyed  all  the  high  cities  that 
were  upon  the  river  Arbonai,  till 
ye  come  to  the  sea. 

25  And  he  took  the  borders  of 
CiHcia,  and  killed  all  that  resisted 
him,  and  came  to  the  lorders  of  Ja- 
pheth,  which  were  toward  the  south, 
over  against  Arabia. 

26  He  compassed  also  all  the  chil- 
dren of  Madian,  and  burned  up 
their  tabernacles,  and  spoiled  their 
sheepcotes. 

27  Then  he  went  down  into  the 
plain  of  Damasais  in  the  time  of 
wheat  harvest,  and  burnt  up  all 
their  fields,  and  destroyed  their 
flocks  and  herds,  also  he  sp-oiled 
their  cities,  and  utterly  wasted  their 
coim tries,  and  smote  all  their  young 
men  with  the  edge  of  the  s-word. 

28  Therefore  the  fear  and  dread 
of  him  fell  upon  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  sea  coasts,  which  were  in 
Sidon  and  Tyrus,  and  them  that 
dwelt  in  Sur  and  Ocina,  and  all 
that  dwelt  in  Jemnaan  :  and  they 
that  dwelt  in  Azotiis  and  Ascalon 
feared  him  greatly. 

CHAPTEK  III. 

1  Uttg  of  the  tea  eoattt  inireatfor  peace.  7  He- 
loferwB  it  receivfd  there :  S  pet  he  dettroiKth 
their  godt,  that  they  might  worship  only  Na- 
buchoaonoeor.   9  He  Cometh  near  to  Juiea. 

SO  they  sent  ambassadors  unto 
him  to  treat  of  peace,  saying, 
2  Behold,  we  the  servants  of  Ka- 
buchcdonosor  the  great  king  lie  be- 
fore thee  ;  use  us  as  shall  be  good 
in  thy  sight. 
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3  Beliold,  our  lionses,  and  all  our 
places,  and  all  our  fields  of  wheat, 
and  flocks,  and  herds,  and  all  the 
lodges  of  our  tents,  lie  before  thy 
face ;  use  them  as  it  pleascth  thee. 

4  Beliold,  even  our  cities  and  the 
inhabitants  thereof  are  thy  ser- 
vants ;  come  and  deal  with  them 
as  seemeth  good  unto  thee. 

6  So  the  men  came  to  Holctfcrnes, 
and  declared  mito  him  after  this 
manner. 

6  Then  came  lie  down  toward  the 
sea  coast,  both  he  and  his  army, 
and  set  gariisons  in  the  higli  cities, 
and  took  out  of  them  chosen  men 
for  aid. 

7  So  they  and  all  the  country  round 
about  received  them  with  garlands, 
■with  dances,  and  with  timbrels. 

8  Yet  he  did  cast  down  their  fron- 
tiers, and  cut  down  their  groves : 
for  he  had  decreed  to  destroy  all 
the  gods  of  the  land,  that  all  na- 
tions should  worship  Nabuchodono- 
Bor  only,  and  that  all  tongues  and 
tribes  should  call  upon  him  as  god. 

9  Also  he  came  over  against  Esdra- 
elon  near  unto  Judea,  over  against 
the  great  strait  of  Judea. 

10  And  he  pitched  between  Geba 
and  Scythopolis,  and  there  he  tar- 
ried a  whole  month,  that  he  might 
gather  together  all  the  caixiages  of 
Lis  ai-my. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

3  The  Jews  fire  of  mid  of  Holofemet,  6  miA  for- 
tify the  hiUs.  6  Tfiey  of  Bethnlia  take  charge 
of  the  ]xissage»,  9  All  Iti-ael  faU  to  failing 
atid  prayer, 

NOW  the  children  of  Israel,  that 
dwelt  in  Judea,  heard  all  that 
liolofemes  the  chief  captain  of  Na- 
buchodonosor  king  of  the  Assyrians 
'had  done  to  the  nations,  and  after 
■what  manner  he  had  spoiled  all 
their  temples,  and  brought  them  to 
nought. 
2  Therefore  they  were  exceedingly 


afraid  of  him,  and  were  troubled 
for  Jerusalem,  and  for  the  temple 
of  the  Lord  their  God : 

3  For  they  were  newly  returned 
from  the  captivity,  and  all  the  peo- 
ple of  Judea  were  lately  gathered 
together :  and  the  vessels,  and  the 
altar,  and  the  house,  were  sanctified 
after  the  profanation. 

4  Therefore  they  sent  into  all  the 
coasts  of  Samaria,  and  the  villages, 
and  to  Bethoron,  and  Belmen,  antl 
Jericho,  and  to  Choba,  and  Esora, 
and  to  the  valley  of  Salem  : 

5  And  possessed  themselves  be- 
forehand of  all  the  tops  of  the  high 
mountains,  and  fortified  the  villages 
that  •were  in  them,  and  laid  up  vic- 
tuals for  the  provision  of  war :  for 
their  fields  were  of  late  reaped. 

6  Also  Joacim  the  high  priest, 
which  was  in  those  days  in  Jenisa- 
lem,  wrote  to  them  that  dwelt  in 
Bethulia,  and  Betomestham,  which 
is  over  against  Esdraelon  toward 
the  open  country,  near  to  Dothaim, 

7  Ciiarging  them  to  keep  the  pas- 
sages of  the  hill  country :  for  by 
them  there  was  an  entrance  into 
Judea,  and  it  was  easy  to  stop  them 
that  would  come  up,  because  tlie 
passage  was  strait,  for  two  men  at 
the  most. 

8  And  the  children  of  Israel  did 
as  Joacim  the  high  priest  had  com- 
manded them,  with  the  ancients  of 
all  the  people  of  Israel,  which  dwelt 
at  Jerusalem. 

9  Then  every  man  of  Israel  cried 
to  God  with  great  fervency,  and 
with  great  vehemency  did  they 
humble  their  souls : 

10  Both  they,  and  their  wives,  an<i 
their  children,  and  their  cattle,  and 
every  stranger  and  hireling,  and 
their  servants  bought  with  money, 
put  sackcloth  upon  their  loins. 

11  Thus  every  man  and  woman, 
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and  the  little  children,  and  the  in- 
habitants of  JeiTisalem,  fell  before 
the  temple,  and  cast  ashes  upon 
their  heads,  and  spread  ont  their 
sackcloth  before  the  face  of  the 
Lord :  also  they  put  sackcloth  a- 
bout  the  altar, 

12  And  cried  to  the  God  of  Israel 
all  with  one  consent  earnestly,  that 
he  would  not  give  tiieir  children  for 
a  prey,  and  their  wives  for  a  spoil, 
and  the  cities  of  their  inlieritance 
to  destruction,  and  the  sanctuary  to 
profanation  and  reproach,  and  for 
the  nations  to  rejoice  at. 

13  So  God  heard  their  prayers, 
and  looked  upon  their  affiictions : 
for  the  people  fasted  many  days  in 
all  Judea  and  Jerusalem  befoie  the 
sanctuary  of  tlie  Lord  Almighty. 

14  And  Joacim  the  higli  priest, 
and  all  the  priests  that  stool  before 
tlje  Lord,  and  they  which  minister- 
ed unto  the  Lord,  had  their  loias 
girt  with  sackcloth,  and  offered  tlie 
daily  burnt  offerings,  witii  the  vows 
and  fiee  gifts  of  the  people, 

15  And  had  aslies  on  their  mitres, 
and  cried  unto  the  Lord  with  all 
their  power,  that  he  would  look  uji- 
on  all  the  house  of  Israel  graciously. 

CHAPTEE  V. 


6  Aehior  teHeth  Ilol«fei-nes  what  the  Jlsir*  are, 
S  and  wlial  tlieir  God  had  done  for  them;  21 
and  adviseth  not  to  meddle  with  them.  22  All 
that  heard  him  were  offended  at  him. 

THEN  was  it  declared  to  Holo- 
fernes,  the  chief  captain  of  the 
army  of  Assur,  that  the  children  of 
Israel  had  prepared  for  war,  and 
had  shut  up  the  passages  of  the 
hiU  country,  and  had  fortified  all 
the  tops  of  tJie  high  hills,  and  had 
laid  impediments  in  the  champaign 
countries : 

2  Wherewith  he  was  very  angry, 
and  called  all  the  princes  of  Jloab, 
and  the  captaius  of  Ammon,  and  all 
the  governors  of  the  sea  coast, 
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3  And  he  said  unto  them,  Ttll 
me  now,  ye  sons  of  Chanaan,  who 
this  people  is,  that  d  welleth  in  the 
hill  coimtry,  and  what  are  the  cities 
that  they  inhabit,  and  what  is  the 
multitude  of  their  army,  and  where- 
in is  their  power  and  strength,  and 
what  king  is  set  over  them,  or  cap- 
tain of  their  army : 

4  And  why  have  they  determined 
not  to  come  and  meet  me,  more  than 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  west. 

5  Then  said  Aehior,  the  captain  of 
all  the  sons  of  Ammon,  Let  my  lord 
now  hear  a  word  from  the  mouth 
of  thy  servant,  and  I  will  declare 
unto  thee  the  trutli  mncerning  this 
people,  which  dwelleth  near  tliee, 
and  inhabitetli  the  hill  countries : 
and  tliere  sliall  no  lie  come  out  of 
the  mouth  of  thy  servant. 

6  This  people  are  descended  of 
tlie  Chaldeans : 

7  And  Ihey  sojourned  heretofore 
in  Mesopotamia,  because  they  would 
not  follow  the  gods  of  their  fathers, 
which  were  in  the  land  of  Chaldea. 

8  For  they  left  the  way  of  titeir  an- 
cestors, and  worshipped  the  God  of 
heaven,  the  God  whom  they  knew : 
so  they  cast  them  out  from  the  face 
of  their  gods,  and  they  fled  into 
Mesopotamia,  and  sojourned  there 
many  days. 

9  Then  their  God  commanded  them 
to  depart  from  the  place  where  they 
sojourned,  and  to  go  into  the  land 
of  Chanaan :  where  they  dwelt,  and 
were  increased  with  gold  and  silver, 
and  with  very  much  cattle. 

10  But  when  a  famine  covered 
all  the  land  of  Chanaan,  they  went 
do^\•n  into  Egypt,  and  sojourned 
there,  while  they  were  nourishetl, 
and  became  there  a  grent  mu'ti- 
tude,  so  that  one  could  not  number 
their  nation. 

11  Therefore  the  king  of  Egypt 
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rose  up  against  them,  and  dealt 
siibtilly  with  them,  and  brought 
them  low  with  labouring  in  hrick, 
and  made  them  slaves. 

12  Then  tliey  cried  unto  their 
God,  and  he  smote  all  the  land  of 
Egypt  with  incurable  j)lagues  :  so 
the  Egyptians  cast  them  out  of 
their  siglit. 

13  And  God  dried  the  Eed  sea 
before  tliem, 

14  And  brought  them  to  mount 
Sina,  and  Cacles-Barne,  and  cast 
forth  all  that  dwelt  in  the  wilder- 
ness. 

15  So  they  dwelt  in  the  land  of 
the  Amorites,  and  they  destroyed 
by  their  strength  all  them  of  Ese- 
lx)n,  and  passing  over  Jordan  they 
possessed  all  the  hill  country. 

16  And  they  cast  forth  before 
them  the  Chanaanite,  the  Pherezite, 
the  Jebusite,  and  the  Sychemite, 
and  all  tlie  Gergesites,  and  they 
dwelt  in  that  country  many  days. 

17  And  whilst  tliey  sinned  not 
before  their  God,  they  prospered, 
because  tl)e  God  that  hateth  ini- 
quity was  with  tliem. 

18  But  wlien  they  departed  from 
the  way  which  lie  app(jinted  them, 
they  were  destroyed  in  many  bat- 
tles very  sore,  and  were  led  captives 
into  a  land  tliat  was  not  their's,  and 
the  temple  of  their  Gal  was  cast  to 
the  ground,  and  their  cities  were 
taken  by  the  enemies. 

19  But  now  are  they  returned  to 
their  God,  and  are  come  up  from 
tlie  places  where  they  were  scatter- 
ed, and  have  possessed  Jerusalem, 
where  their  sanctuary  is,  and  aie 
seated  in  the  hiU  coimtiy;  for  it 
was  desolate. 

20  Now  tlierefore,  my  lord  and  go- 
vernor, if  tliere  be  any  error  in  this 
people,  and  they  sin  against  their 
God,  let  us  consider  that  this  shall 


be  tl)t  ir  ruin,  and  let  us  go  up,  and 
we  shall  overcome  them. 

21  But  if  there  be  no  iniquity  in 
their  nation,  let  my  lord  now  pass 
by,  lest  their  Lord  defend  them, 
and  their  God  be  for  them,  and  we 
become  a  reproach  before  all  the 
world. 

22  And  when  Achior  had  finished 
these  sayings,  all  the  people  stand- 
ing round  about  the  t(-nt  murmur- 
ed, and  the  chief  men  of  Holoferres, 
and  all  that  dwelt  by  the  sea  side, 
and  in  Moab,  spake  that  he  should 
kill  liim. 

23  For,  say  ihey,  we  will  not  be 
afraid  of  the  face  of  the  children  of 
Israel :  for,  lo,  it  is  a  people  that 
have  no  strength  nor  power  for  a 
strong  battle. 

24  Now  therefore,  lord  Holofer- 
nes,  we  will  go  up,  ajid  they  shall 
be  a  prey  to  be  devoured  of  all 
tliine  army. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

3  HoU)/eiiaes  denpiseth  God.  7  He  threatenefh 
Achior,  anrl  ieiideth  him  away.  \l  Hie  Belhu- 
linns  receive  anil  hear  him.  18  Viey  /uS  lo 
prayer,  and  comfort  Achior, 

AND  Avhen  the  tumult  of  men 
J\.  tliat  were  about  the  council 
was  ceased,  Holofernes  the  chief 
captain  of  the  army  of  Asstir  said 
unto  Achior  and  all  the  Moabifes 
before  all  the  company  of  other  na- 
tions, 

2  And  who  art  thou.  Acliior,  and 
the  hirelings  of  Ephraim,  that  thou 
hast  prophesied  among  us  as  to  day, 
and  hast  said,  that  we  should  not 
make  war  with  the  people  of  Is- 
rael, because  their  God  will  defend 
them  ?  and  who  is  God  but  Nabu- 
chodonosor  ? 

3  He  will  send  his  power,  and  will 
destroy  them  from  the  face  of  the 
earth,  and  their  God  shall  not  de- 
liver them  :  but  we  his  servants  will 
destroy  them  as  one  man ;  for  they 
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are  not  able  to  sustain  the  power  of 
our  horses. 

4  For  with  them  we  will  tread 
them  under  foot,  and  their  moun- 
tains shall  be  drunken  with  tlieir 
blood,  and  their  fields  shall  be  filhd 
with  their  dtad  bodits,  and  tlieir 
footsteps  shall  not  be  able  to  stand 
before  us,  for  they  shall  utterly 
perish,  saith  king  Nabuchodonosor, 
lord  of  all  the  earth :  for  he  said, 
None  of  my  words  shall  be  in  vain. 

5  And  thou,  Achior,  an  hireling  of 
Ammon,  which  hast  spoken  these 
words  in  the  day  of  thine  iniquity, 
slialt  see  my  face  no  more  from  this 
day,  until  I  take  vengeance  of  this 
nation  that  came  out  of  Egypt 

6  And  then  shall  the  sword  of 
mine  army,  and  the  multitude  of 
them  that  serve  me,  pass  tlirough 
thy  sides,  and  thou  shalt  fall  among 
their  slain,  when  I  return. 

7  Now  therefore  my  servants  shall 
bring  thee  back  into  the  hill  coun- 
try, and  shall  set  thee  in  one  of  the 
cities  of  the  passages : 

8  And  thou  shalt  not  perish,  till 
thou  be  de.stroyed  with  them. 

9  And  if  thou  persuade  thyself 
in  thy  mind  that  they  shall  not  be 
taken,  let  not  thy  countenance  fall : 
I  have  spoken  it,  and  none  of  my 
words  shall  be  in  vain. 

10  Then  Holofemes  commanded 
his  servants,  that  waited  in  his  tent, 
to  take  Achior,  and  bring  him  to 
Bethulia,  and  deliver  him  into  tlie 
hands  of  the  children  of  Israel. 

11  So  his  servants  took  Lim,  and 
brought  him  out  of  the  camp  into 
the  plain,  and  they  went  from  the 
midst  of  the  plain  into  the  hill 
country,  and  came  unto  the  foun- 
tams  that  were  under  Bethulia. 

12  And  when  the  men  of  the  city 
saw  them,  they  took  up  their  wea- 
jwns,  and  went  out  of  the  city  to  the 


top  of  the  h  ill :   and    every  man 
j  that  used  a  sling  kept  them  from 
coming    up    by   casting    of  stones 
'  against  them. 

13    Nevertheless    having    gotten 

privily  under  the  hill,  tliey  bound 

Achior,  and    cast  him  down,  and 

1  left  him  at  the  f(.iot  of  the  hill,  and 

!  returned  to  tleir  lord. 

j     14  But  the  Isiuelites   descended 

I  from  their  city,  and  came  unto  liiin, 

'  and  loosed  him,  and  brought  him 

j  into  Bethulia,  and  presented  him  to 

the  governors  of  the  city : 

15  Which  were  h\  those  days  0- 
i  zias  the  son  of  ]\Ticha,  of  the  tribe 
I  of  Simeon,  and  Chabris  the  son  of 
I  Gothoniel,  and  Charmis  the  son  of 
1  Melchiel. 

I  16  And  they  called  together  all 
'  the  ancients  of  the  city,  and  all 
their  youth  ran  tc^ether,  and  their 
women,  to  the  assembly,  and  they 
set  Achior  in  the  mid^t  of  all  their 
people.  Then  Ozias  ai>ked  him  of 
that  which  was  done. 

17  And  he  answered  and  declared 
unto  them  the  words  of  tlie  council 
of  Holofemes,  and  all  the  words 
that  he  had  spoken  in  the  midst 
of  the  princes  of  Assur,  and  whatso- 
ever Holofemes  had  spoken  proudly 
against  the  house  of  Israel. 

18  Then  the  people  fell  down 
and  worsliipped  God,  and  cried  un- 
to God,  saying, 

19  0  Lord  God  of  heaven,  behold 
their  pride,  and  pity  the  low  estate 
of  our  nation,  and  look  upon  the 
face  of  those  that  are  sanctified  unto 
thee  this  day. 

20  Then  they  comforted  Achior, 
and  praised  him  greatly. 

21  And  Ozias  took  him  out  of  the 
assembly  unto  his  house,  and  made 
a  feast  to  the  elders  ;  and  they 
called  on  the  God  of  Israel  all  that 
night  for  help. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

1  Holofemes  hegiegeth  liethnlia.  7  and  ttoppeth 
the  water  from  Ihem.  22  Tltfy  faint,  and  mur- 
mur against  the  govemort,  30  who  promise  to 
Ifietd  within  jive  aat/s. 

ff^HE  next  day  Holofemes  com- 
A.  manded  all  his  army,  and  all 
his  people  which  were  come  to  take 
his  part,  that  lliey  sliould  remove 
their  camp  against  Bethulia,  to  take 
aforehand  tlie  ascents  of  the  hill 
country,  and  to  make  war  against 
the  cliildren  of  Israel. 

2  Then  tlieir  strong  men  removed 
their  camps  in  that  day,  and  the 
army  of  the  men  of  war  was  an  hun- 
dred and  seventy  thousand  footmen, 
and  twelve  thousand  horsemen,  be- 
fiide  the  baggage,  and  other  men 
that  were  afoot  among  them,  a  very 
great  multitude. 

3  And  they  camped  in  the  valley 
near  unto  Bethulia,  by  the  foun- 
tain, and  they  spre<'id  themselves  in 
breadth  over  Dothaim  even  to  Bel- 
maim,  and  in  length  from  Bethulia 
unto  Cyamon,  which  is  over  against 
Esdraelom. 

4  Now  the  children  of  Israel,  when 
they  saw  the  multitude  of  them, 
were  greatly  troubled,  and  said  every 
one  to  his  neighbour,  Now  will  these 
men  lick  up  the  face  of  the  earth  ; 
for  neither  tlie  high  moimtains,  nor 
the  valleys,  nor  the  hills,  ai'e  able 
to  bear  their  weight. 

5  Til  en  every  man  took  up  his 
weapons  of  war,  and  when  they  had 
kindled  fires  upon  their  towers, 
they  remained  and  watched  all  that 
nigiit. 

6  But  in  the  second  day  Holofer- 
nes  brought  forth  all  his  horsemen 
in  the  sight  of  tlie  children  of  Israel 
which  were  in  Bethulia, 

7  And  viewed  the  passages  up  to 
tlie  city,  and  came  to  tiie  fountains 
of  their  waters,  and  took  them,  and 
set  gariLsons  of  men  of  war  over 
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them,  and  he  himself  removed  to- 
ward his  people. 

8  Then  came  unto  him  all  the 
chief  of  the  children  of  Esau,  and 
all  the  governors  of  the  people  of 
Moab,  and  the  captains  <rf  the  eea 
coast,  and  said, 

9  Let  our  lord  now  hear  a  word, 
that  there  be  not  an  overthrow  in 
thine  army. 

10  For  this  people  of  the  children 
of  Israel  do  not  trust  in  their  spears, 
but  in  the  height  of  the  mountains 
wherein  they  dwell,  because  it  is 
not  easy  to  come  up  to  the  tojis  of 
their  mountains. 

11  Now  therefore,  my  lord,  fight 
not  against  them  in  battle  anay, 
and  there  shall  not  so  much  as  one 
man  of  thy  people  perish. 

12  Remain  in  tliy  camp,  and  keep 
all  the  men  of  thine  army,  and  let 
thy  servants  get  into  their  hands 
the  fountain  of  water,  which  issueth 
forth  of  the  foot  of  the  mountain : 

13  For  all  the  inhabitants  of  Be- 
thulia have  their  water  thence  ;  so 
shall  thirst  kill  them,  and  tliey 
shall  give  up  their  city,  and  we  and 
our  people  shall  go  up  to  the  tops  of 
the  mountains  that  are  near,  and 
will  camp  upon  them,  to  watch  that 
none  go  out  of  the  city. 

14  So  they  and  their  wives  and 
their  children  shall  be  consauned 
with  famine,  and  before  the  sword 
come  against  them,  they  shall  bo 
overthrown  in  the  streets  where 
they  dwell. 

15  Thus  shalt  thou  render  them 
an  evil  reward  ;  because  tiiey  rebel- 
led, and  met  not  thy  person  peace- 
ably. 

16  And  these  words  pleased  Holo- 
femes and  all  his  servants,  and  he 
appointed  to  do  as  they  had  spoken. 

17  So  the  camp  of  the  children  of 
Amnion  departed,  and  with  them 
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live  tbousand  of  tbe  AssjTians,  and 
they  pitched  in  the  valley,  and 
took  the  waters,  and  tlie  foimtains 
of  the  waters  of  the  children  of 
iHrael. 

18  Then  the  children  of  Esau  went 
up  with  tlie  children  of  Amnion,  and 
camped  in  the  hill  country  over  a- 
gainst  Dothaim:  and  they  sent  some 
of  them  toward  the  south,  and  to 
ward  the  east,  over  against  Ekrebel, 
which  is  near  unto  Chusi,  that  is 
upon  the  brook  Mochmur ;  and  tbe 
rest  of  the  army  of  the  Assyrians 
camped  in  the  plain,  and  covered 
the  face  of  tbe  whole  land ;  and 
their  tents  and  carriages  were  pitch- 
ed to  a  very  great  multitude. 

19  Then  tbe  children  of  Israel 
cried  unto  the  Loirl  their  God,  be- 
cause their  heart  failed,  for  all  their 
enemies  had  compassed  thera  round 
about,  and  there  was  no  way  to  es- 
rape  out  fix)m  among  them. 

20  Tims  all  the  company  of  Assur 
remained  abtiut  them,  both  their 
footmen,  chariots,  and  horsemen, 
four  and  thirty  days,  so  that  all 
their  vessels  of  water  failed  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Betbulia. 

21  And  tbe  cisterns  were  emptied, 
and  they  had  not  water  to  drink 
their  fill  for  one  day ;  for  they  gave 
them  di  ink  by  measure. 

22  Therefore  their  young  children 
were  out  of  heart,  and  their  women 
and  young  men  fainted  for  thirst, 
and  fell  down  in  the  streets  of  the 
city,  and  by  the  passages  of  tbe 
gates,  and  there  was  no  longer  any 
strength  in  them. 

23  Then  all  the  people  assembled 
to  Ozias,  and  to  the  chief  of  tlie  city, 
both  young  men,  and  women,  and 
cliildren,  and  cried  \sith  a  loud  voice, 
and  said  before  all  the  elders, 

24  God  be  judge  between  us  and 
you ;  for  ye  liave  done  us  great  in- 


jury, in  that  ye  have  not  required 
peace  of  the  children  of  Assiu-. 

25  For  now  we  have  no  helper  : 
but  God  hath  sold  us  into  their 
liands,  that  we  should  be  throAvn 
down  before  them  with  tbii'st  and 
great  destruction. 

26  Now  therefore  call  them  unto 
jou,  and  deliver  the  whole  city  for 
a  spoil  to  tbe  people  of  Holofemes, 
and  to  all  his  army. 

27  For  it  is  better  for  us  to  be 
made  a  spoil  unto  them,  than  to  die 
for  thirst :  for  we  will  be  his  ser- 
vants, that  our  souls  may  live,  and 
not  see  the  deatli  of  our  infants 
before  our  eyes,  nor  our  wives  nor 
our  children  to  die. 

28  We  take  to  witness  against  you 
the  heaven  and  the  earib,  and  oiu- 
God  and  Lortl  of  our  fathers,  which 
punisheth  us  accoiding  to  our  sins 
and  the  sins  of  oiu"  fathers,  that  he  d<« 
not  according  as  we  have  said  this  day. 

29  Then  there  was  great  weeping 
with  one  consent  in  the  midst  of  tin- 
assembly  ;  and  they  cried  unto  the 
Lord  God  with  a  loud  voice. 

30  Then  said  Ozias  to  them.  Bre- 
thren, be  of  good  courage,  let  us  yet 
endure  five  days,  in  the  which  space 
the  Lord  our  God  may  turn  his 
mercy  toward  us  ;  for  he  will  not 
forsake  us  utterly. 

31  And  if  these  days  pass,  and 
there  come  no  help  unto  us,  I  will 
do  according  to  your  word. 

32  And  he  dispersed  tbe  people, 
every  one  to  their  ovm  charge ;  and 
they  went  unto  the  walls  and  towers 
of  tlieir  city,  and  sent  the  women  and 
children  into  their  houses :  and  they 
were  very  low  brought  in  the  city. 

CHAPTER  TIIL 

1  The  itate  and  behaviour  of  Judith  a  uidow. 
12  Slie  blameth  the  governors/or  their  promife 
to  yiei'l,  17  unci  adviseth  them  to  tnul  in  God. 
2S  Tlieu  exctise  their  promise.  32  Site  promit- 
eOiloao  toxiiething  jor  them. 
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NOW  at  tliat  time  Judith  licard 
tliereof,  ■which  was  tlie  daugh- 
ter of  Merari,  the  son  of  Ox,  the 
son  of  Joseph,  the  son  of  Oziel,  the 
son  of  Elcia,  tlie  son  of  Ananias,  the 
son  of  Gedeon,  tlie  son  of  Rapliaim, 
the  son  of  Acitho,  the  son  of  Eliu, 
tlie  son  of  Eliab,  the  son  of  Natha- 
iiael,  the  son  of  Samat-l,  the  son  of 
Salasadai,  the  son  of  Israel. 

2  And  Manasses  was  her  husband, 
of  her  tribe  and  kindred,  who  died 
in  tlie  barley  harvest. 

3  For  as  he  stood  overseeing  them 
that  bound  sheaves  in  the  field,  the 
lieat  came  upon  his  head,  and  he 
fell  on  his  bed,  and  died  in  the  city 
of  Bethulia :  and  they  buried  him 
with  his  fatiiers  in  the  field  between 
Dothaim  and  Balamo. 

4  So  Judith  was  a  widow  in  her 
house  three  years  and  foiu*  months. 

5  And  she  made  lier  a  tent  upon 
the  lop  of  her  house,  and  put  on 
sickcloth  upon  her  loins,  and  ware 
])er  widow's  apparel. 

6  And  slie  fasted  all  the  days  of 
her  widowhood,  save  the  eves  of  the 
sabbaths,  and  the  sabbaths,  and  the 
c^ves  of  the  new  moons,  and  the  new 
moons,  and  the  feasts  and  solemn 
days  of  the  house  of  Israel. 

7  She  wfis  also  of  a  goodly  couTite- 
nance,  and  very  beautiful  to  beiiold : 
and  her  husliand  Manasses  had  left 
lier  gold,  and  silver,  and  menser- 
vants,  and  maidservants,  and  cattle, 
and  lands;  and  she  remained  upon 
them. 

8  And  there  was  none  that  gave 
lier  an  ill  word  ;  for  she  feared  God 
greatly. 

9  Now  when  she  heard  the  evil 
words  of  the  people  against  the  go- 
vernor, that  they  fainted  for  lack  of 
water  ;  for  Judith  had  hoard  all  the 
words  that  Ozias  had  spoken  unto 
them,  and   that  he  had  sworn  to 
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deliver  the  city  unto  the  Assyrians 
after  five  days ; 

10  Tiien  she  sent  her  waiting\vo- 
man,  that  had  the  government  of  all 
things  that  she  had,  to  call  Ozias 
and  Chabris  and  Charmis,  the  an- 
cients of  the  city. 

11  And  they  came  unto  her,  and 
she  said  unto  them,  Hear  me  now, 
0  ye  governors  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Bethulia  :  for  your  words  that  ye 
have  spoken  before  the  jieople  this 
day  are  not  right,  touching  this  oath 
which  ye  made  and  pronounced  be- 
tween God  and  you,  and  have  pro- 
mised to  deliver  the  city  to  our 
enemies,  unless  within  these  days 
tiie  Lord  turn  to  help  you. 

12  And  now  who  are  ye  that  have 
tempted  God  this  day,  and  stand 
instead  of  God  among  tha  children 
of  men  ? 

13  And  now  try  the  Lord  Almigh- 
ty, but  ye  shall  never  know  any 
thing. 

14  For  ye  cannot  find  the  depth 
of  the  heart  of  man,  neither  can  ye 
perceive  the  things  that  he  think- 
eth  :  then  how  can  ye  search  out 
God,  that  hath  made  all  these 
things,  and  know  his  mind,  or  com- 
prehend liis  purpose  ?  Nay,  my  bre- 
thren, provoke  not  the  Lord  oxu- 
God  to  anger. 

15  For  if  he  will  not  help  us  with- 
in these  five  days,  he  hath  power  to 
defend  us  Avhen  he  will,  even  every 
day,  or  to  destroy  us  before  our 
enfmies. 

16  Do  not  bind  the  counsels  of  the 
Lord  oiu-  God :  for  God  is  not  as 
man,  that  he  may  be  threatened  ; 
neither  is  he  as  the  son  of  man, 
that  he  should  be  wavering. 

17  Therefore  let  us  wait  for  salva- 
tion of  him,  and  eill  upon  him  to 
help  us.  and  he  will  hear  our  voice, 
if  it  please  him. 
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18  For  there  aro  e  none  in  our  age, 
neither  is  there  any  now  in  these 
days,  neither  tribe,  nor  fiimily,  nor 
];eople,  nor  city,  among  us,  which 
worship  gods  made  with  hands,  as 
hath  been  aforetime. 

19  For  the  which  cause  our  fathers 
were  given  to  the  sword,  and  for  a 
spoil,  and  had  a  great  fall  before 
our  enemies. 

20  But  we  know  none  other  god, 
therefore  we  trast  that  he  will  not 
despise  us,  nor  any  of  our  n;ition. 

21  For  if  we  be  taken  so,  all  Judea 
shall  lie  waste,  and  our  sanctuary 
shall  be  spoiled ;  and  he  will  re- 
quire the  profanation  thereof  at  our 
mouth. 

22  And  the  slaughter  of  our  bre- 
thren, and  the  captivity  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  desolation  of  our  inhe- 
ritance, will  he  turn  upon  our  heads 
among  the  Gentiles,  wheresoever  we 
shall  be  in  bondage  ;  and  we  shall 
l>e  an  offence  and  a  reproach  to  all 
ihem  that  possess  us. 

23  For  our  servitude  shall  not  be 
directed  to  favoiu- :  but  the  Lord 
our  God  shall  turn  it  to  dishonour. 

24  Now  therefore,  O  brethren,  let 
us  shew  an  example  to  our  brethren, 
because  their  hearts  depend  upon 
us,  and  the  sanctuary,  and  the  house, 
and  the  altar,  rest  upon  us. 

25  i^Ioreover  let  us  give  thanks  to 
the  Lord  our  God,  which  trieth  us, 
even  as  he  did  our  fathers. 

26  Remember  what  things  he  did 
to  Abraham,  and  how  he  tried  Isaac, 
and  what  happened  to  Jacob  in  Me- 
sopotamia of  Syria,  when  he  kept 
the  sheep  of  Laban  his  mother's 
brother. 

27  For  he  hath  not  tried  us  in  the 
fire,  as  he  did  them,  for  the  exami- 
nation of  their  hearts,  neither  hath 
he  taken  vengeance  on  us :  but 
the  Lord  doth  scourge  them  that 


come  near  imto  him,  to  admom'sJi 
them. 

28  Then  said  Ozias  to  her,  All  that 
thou  hast  sjwken  hast  thou  s-poken 
with  a  good  heart,  and  there  is  none 
that  may  gainsay  thy  words. 

29  For  this  is  not  the  firet  day 
wherein  thy  wisdom  is  manifested  ; 
but  from  the  beginning  of  thy  days 
all  the  people  have  known  thy  tm- 
derstanding,  because  the  disposition 
of  thine  heart  is  good. 

30  But  the  people  were  very 
thirsty,  and  compelled  us  to  do  unto 
them  as  we  have  spoken,  and  to 
bring  an  oath  upon  ourselves,  which 
we  will  not  break. 

31  Therefore  now  pray  thou  for  us, 
because  thou  art  a  godly  woman,  and 
the  Lord  will  send  v&  rain  to  fill  our 
cisterns,  and  we  shall  faint  no  more. 

32  Then  said  Judith  unto  them. 
Hear  me,  and  I  will  do  a  thuig,  which 
shall  go  throughout  all  generations 
to  the  children  of  our  nation. 

33  Ye  shall  stand  this  night  in  the 
gate,  and  I  will  go  foi-th  with  my 
waitingiAoman :  and  within  the  days 
that  ye  have  promised  to  deliver 
the  city  to  our  enemies  the  Lord 
will  visit  Israel  by  mine  hand. 

34  But  enquire  not  ye  of  mine  act : 
for  I  will  not  declare  it  unto  you, 
till  the  things  be  finished  that  I  do. 

35  Then  said  Ozias  and  the  prin- 
ces unto  her.  Go  in  peace,  and  the; 
Lord  God  be  before  thee,  to  take 
vengtance  on  our  enemies. 

36  So  they  returned  from  the  tent, 
and  went  to  their  wards. 

CHAPTER  IX. 

1  Judith  humbleth  herself,  2  artd  prayeih  God 
to  prosper  her  purpoee  against  the  enemiei  tj 
his  tatictuary. 

THEN  Judith  fell  upon  her  face, 
and  put  ashes  upon  her  head, 
and  uncovered  the  sackcloth  when- 
with  she  was  clothed ;   and  about 


Apocrypha. 


JUDITH,  X. 


Apocrypha. 


the  time  that  the  incense  of  that 
evening  was  ofleiod  in  Jerusalem  in 
the  honse  of  the  Lord  Judith  cried 
with  a  loud  voice,  and  said, 

2  0  Loid  God  of  my  father  Sime- 
on, to  whom  tliou  gavest  a  sword  to 
take  veiigi'ance  of  the  strangers,  who 
loosened  the  giidle  of  a  maid  to 
defile  her,  and  discovered  the  tliigh 
to  her  shame,  and  polluted  lier  vir- 
ginity to  her  reproach ;  for  thou 
saidst,  It  shall  not  be  so ;  and  yet 
they  did  so : 

3  Wiierefore  thou  gavest  their  rul- 
ers to  be  slain,  so  that  they  dj'cd 
their  bed  in  blood,  being  deceived, 
and  smotest  the  servants  with  their 
lords,  and  the  lords  upon  their 
til  rones ; 

4  And  hast  given  tlieir  wives  for  a 
prey,  and  their  daughters  to  be  cap- 
lives,  and  all  their  spoils  to  be  divid- 
ed among  thy  dear  children  ;  which 
were  moved  with  thy  zeal,  and  al> 
horred  the  pollution  of  their  blood, 
and  called  upon  thee  foraid :  0  Gotl, 
0  my  God,  hear  me  also  a  widow. 

5  For  thou  hast  wrought  not  only 
those  things,  but  also  the  things 
which  fell  out  before,  and  which  en- 
sued after ;  thou  hast  thought  up- 
on the  tilings  which  are  now,  and 
which  are  to  come. 

6  Yea,  what  things  thou  didst  de- 
termine were  ready  at  hand,  and 
said,  Lo,  we  are  here :  for  all  thy 
ways  are  prepared,  and  thy  jxidg- 
nients  are  in  thy  foreknowledjj,e. 

7  For,  behold,  the  Assyrians  arc 
multiplied  in  their  power;  theyarj 
exalted  with  horse  and  man  ;  they 
glory  in  the  strength  of  their  foot- 
men ;  they  trust  in  shield,  and 
spear,  and  bow,  and  sling ;  and 
know  not  that  thou  art  the  Lord 
that  breakest  the  battles :  the  Lord 
is  thy  name. 

8  Throw  down  their  strength  in 


thy  power,  and  bring  down  flic-ir 
force  in  thy  wrath:  lor  they  have 
purposed  to  dtiile  thy  sanctuary, 
and  to  pollute  the  tabirnacle  whero 
thy  glorious  name  resteth,  and  to 
cast  down  with  sword  the  horn  of 
thy  altar. 

9  Behold  their  pride,  and  sencl  thy 
wrath  upon  their  heads:  give  into 
mine  hand,  which  am  a  widow,  the 
power  that  I  liave  conceived. 

10  Smite  by  the  deceit  of  my  lips 
the  servant  with  the  piince,  and 
the  prince  with  the  servant :  break 
down  their  stateliness  by  the  hand 
of  a  woman. 

11  For  thy  power  standeth  not  in 
multitude,  nor  thy  might  in  strong 
men  :  for  thou  art  a  God  of  the  af- 
flicted, an  helper  of  the  oppressed, 
an  upholder  of  the  weak,  a  protector 
of  the  forlorn,  a  saviour  of  them 
that  are  without  i;ope. 

12  I  pray  thee,  I  pray  thee,  O 
God  of  my  father,  and  God  of  the 
inheritance  of  Israel,  Lord  of  the 
heavens  and  earth.  Creator  of  the 
waters,  King  of  every  creature,  hear 
thou  my  prayer : 

13  And  make  my  speech  and  de- 
ceit to  be  their  wound  and  stripe, 
wiio  have  puiposed  cruel  things 
against  thy  covenant,  and  thy  hal- 
lowed hoase,  and  against  the  top  of 
Sion,  and  against  the  house  of  the 
possession  of  thy  children. 

14  And  make  every  nation  and 
tribe  to  acknowledge  that  thou  art 
the  God  of  all  power  and  might, 
and  that  there  is  none  other  that 
protecteth  the  people  of  Israel  but 
thou. 

CHAPTER  X. 

3  Judith  doth  set/orlh  herself.  10  She  and  her 
maid  go  forth  tnto  the  ramp.  17  The  teatch 
take  and  conduct  her  to  Jlolofemes. 

NOW  after  that  she  had  ceased  to 
cry  unto  the  God  of  Israel,  and 
had  made  an  end  of  all  these  words. 
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2  She  rose  wliere  she  had  fallen 
dovm,  and  called  her  maid,  and 
went  down  into  the  house,  in  tlie 
■wliich  she  abode  in  the  sabbath 
days,  and  in  her  feast  days, 

3  And  pulled  off  the  sackcloth 
which  she  had  on,  and  put  ofif  the 
garments  of  her  widowhood,  and 
washed  her  body  all  over  with  wafer, 
and  anointed  herself  with  precious 
ointment,  and  braided  the  hair  of 
her  head,  and  put  on  a  tire  upon  it, 
and  put  on  her  garments  of  glad- 
ness, wherewith  she  was  clad  during 
the  life  of  Manasses  her  husband. 

4  And  she  took  sandals  upon  her 
feet,  and  put  about  her  her  brace- 
lets, and  her  chains,  and  her  rings, 
and  her  eariings,  and  all  her  orna- 
ments, and  decked  herself  biavely, 
to  allure  the  eyes  of  all  men  that 
should  see  her. 

5  Then  she  gave  her  maid  a  bot- 
tle of  wine,  and  a  cni.'e  of  oil,  and 
filled  a  bag  with  parched  corn,  and 
hunps  of  figs,  and  with  fine  bread  ; 
so  she  folded  all  these  things  tc^e- 
ther,  and  laid  them  upon  her. 

6  Thus  they  went  forth  to  the  gate 
of  the  city  of  Bethulia;  and  found 
standing  there  Ozias,  and  the  an- 
cients of  the  city,  Chabris  and 
C'harmis. 

7  And  when  they  saw  lier,  that 
her  countenance  was  altered,  and 
her  apjjarel  was  changed,  they  won- 
deretl  at  her  beauty  very  greatly, 
and  said  unto  her, 

8  The  God,  the  God  of  our  fathers, 
give  thee  favour,  and  accomplish 
thine  enterprizes  to  the  glory  of  the 
children  of  Israel,  and  to  the  ex- 
altation of  Jerusalem.  Then  they 
worshipped  God. 

9  And  she  said  unto  them.  Com- 
mand the  gates  of  the  city  to  be 
opened  unto  me,  that  I  nwy  go  forth 
to  accomplish  the  things  whereof 


ye  have  spoken  with  me.  So  they 
commanded  tlie  young  men  to  open 
unto  ier,  as  she  had  spok(  n. 

10  And  when  they  had  done  so, 
Judith  went  out,  she,  and  her  maid 
with  her  ;  and  the  men  of  the  city 
looked  after  her,  until  she  was  gone 
down  the  mountain,  and  till  she  had 
passed  the  valley,  and  could  see  her 
no  more. 

11  Thus  they  went  straight  forth 
in  the  valley:  and  the  first  watch 
of  the  Assyrians  met  her, 

12  And  took  her,  and  asked  her. 
Of  what  people  art  thou?  and 
whence  comest  tliou?  and  whither 
goest  thou?  And  she  said,  I  am  a 
woman  of  the  Hebrews,  and  am 
fled  from  them :  for  they  shall  be 
given  you  to  be  consumed  : 

13  And  I  am  coming  before  Ho- 
lofernes  the  chief  captain  of  your 
army,  to  declare  words  of  truth  ; 
and  I  will  shew  him  a  way,  where- 
by he  shall  go,  and  win  all  the  hill 
country,  without  losing  the  body  or 
life  of  any  one  of  his  men. 

14  Now  when  the  men  heard  her 
words,  and  beheld  her  countenance, 
they  wondtred  greatly  at  her  beauty, 
and  said  unto  her, 

15  Thou  hast  saved  thy  life,  in 
that  thou  hast  halted  to  come  down 
to  the  presence  of  our  lord  :  now 
therefore  come  to  his  tent,  anel  some 
of  us  shall  conduct  thee,  until  they 
have  delivered  thee  to  his  hands. 

16  And  when  thou  standest  before 
him,  be  not  afraid  in  thine  heart, 
but  shew  unto  him  accoiding  to  thy 
word  ;  and  he  will  entreat  thee  well. 

17  Then  they  chose  out  of  them 
an  hundred  men  to  accompany  her 
and  her  maid ;  and  they  brought 
her  to  the  tent  of  Holofernes. 

18  I'hen  was  there  a  concourse 
throughout  all  the   camp :  for  her 

1  coming  was  noised  among  the  tents, 
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and  tluy  came  about  her,  as  she 
stood  without  the  tent  of  Holofer- 
iies,  till  they  told  him  of  her. 

19  And  tliey  wondered  at  her 
heauty,  and  admired  the  children 
of  Israel  because  of  her,  and  every 
one  said  to  his  neighbour,  Who 
would  despise  this  people,  that  have 
among  them  such  -women  %  b-urely  it 
is  not  good  that  one  man  of  them 
be  left,  who  being  let  go  might  de- 
ceive the  whole  earth. 

20  And  they  that  lay  near  Holo- 
feines  went  out,  and  all  his  servant*, 
and  they  brought  her  into  the  tent. 

21  Now  Holofemes  rested  upon 
his  bed  under  a  canopy,  which  was 
woven  with  purple,  and  gold,  and 
en)eralds,  and  precious  stones. 

22  So  they  shewed  him  of  her ;  and 
he  came  out  before  his  tent  witli 
silver  lamps  going  before  him. 

23  And  when  Judith  was  come 
before  him  and  his  servants,  they 
all  marvelled  at  the  beauty  of  her 
countenance ;  and  she  fell  down 
upon  her  face,  and  did  reverence 
unto  liim :  and  his  servants  took 
her  up. 

CHAPTEK  XI. 


3  IJolo/emei  asl-elk  Jtidith  the  caute  of  her 
coming.  6  She  telleth  him  how  and  vhen  he 
t.iay  prevail.  ToUeis  much  pleased  with  her 
tcisdom  and  beauty, 

THEN  said  Holofemes  unto  her. 
Woman,  be  of  good  comfort, 
iwir  not  in  thine  heart :  for  I  never 
hiurt  any  tliat  was  wilhng  to  serve 
Nabuchodonosor,  the  king  of  all  the 
earth. 

2  Now  tlierefore,  if  thy  people 
that  dwelleth  in  the  mounfciins  had 
not  set  light  by  me,  I  would  not 
have  lifted  up  my  spear  against 
them:  but  they  have  done  these 
things  to  themselves. 

3  But  now  tell  me  wherefore  thou 
art  fled  from  them,  and  art  come 
unto  us :  for  thou  art  come  for  safe- 
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guard  ;  be  of  good  comfort,  thou 
shalt  live  this  night,  and  hereafter : 

4  For  none  shall  hurt  thee,  but 
entreat  thee  well,  as  they  do  the 
servants  of  king  Nabuchodonosor 
my  lord. 

6  Then  Judith  said  unto  him,  Re- 
ceive the  words  of  thy  servant,  and 
suffer  thine  handmaid  to  speak  in 
thy  presence,  and  I  will  declare  no 
lie  to  my  lord  this  night. 

6  And  if  tliou  wilt  follow  the 
words  of  thine  handmaid,  God  will 
bring  the  thing  perfectly  to  pass  by 
thee;  and  my  lord  shall  not  fail  of 
his  puiposes. 

7  As  Nabuchodonosor  king  of  all 
the  earth  livetli,  and  as  his  power 
liveth,  wlio  hath  sent  thee  for  the 
upholding  of  every  living  thing :  for 
not  only  men  sliall  .serve  him  by 
tliee,  but  also  the  beasts  of  the  field, 
and  the  cattle,  and  the  fowls  of  the 
air,  shall  live  by  thy  power  under 
Nabuchodonosor  and  all  his  house. 

8  For  we  have  heard  of  tliy  wi^ 
dom  and  thy  policies,  and  it  is  re- 
ported in  all  the  earth,  that  thou 
only  art  excellent  in  all  the  king- 
dom, and  mighty  in  knowkdge,  and 
wondeiful  in  feats  of  war. 

9  Now  as  concerning  the  matter, 
which  Achior  did  speak  in  thy 
coimcil,  we  have  heard  his  words  ; 
for  the  men  of  Bethulia  saved  him, 
and  he  declared  imto  them  all  that 
he  had  spoken  unto  thee. 

10  Therefore,  0  lord  and  gover- 
nor, reject  not  his  word  ;  but  lay  it 
up  in  thine  heart,  for  it  is  tnie :  for 
our  nation  shall  not  be  punished, 
neither  can  the  sword  prevail  a- 
g-ainst  them,  except  they  sin  a^uist 
their  God. 

11  And  now,  that  my  lord  be  not 
defeated  and  frustrate  of  his  pur- 
pose, even  death  is  now  fallen  upon 
them,  and  their  sin  hath  oveitakeii 
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them,  wherewitli  they  will  provoke 
their  God  to  anger,  whensoever 
they  shall  do  that  which  is  not  fit 
to  be  done : 

12  For  their  victuals  fail  them, 
and  all  their  water  is  scant,  and 
they  have  determined  to  lay  hands 
upon  their  cattle,  and  puiposed  to 
consume  all  those  things,  that  God 
hath  forbidden  them  to  eat  by  his 
laws: 

13  And  are  resolved  to  spend  the 
firstfruits  of  the  com,  and  the  tenths 
of  wine  and  oil,  which  they  had 
sanctified,  and  reserved  for  the 
priests  that  serve  in  Jerusalem  be- 
fore the  face  of  our  Gud ;  the  which 
things  it  is  not  lawful  for  any  of  the 
people  so  much  as  to  touch  with 
their  hands. 

14  For  they  have  sent  some  to 
Jerusalem,  because  they  also  that 
dwell  there  have  done  the  like, 
to  biing  them  a  licence  from  the 
senate. 

15  Now  when  they  shall  bring 
them  word,  they  will  forthwith  do 
it,  and  they  shall  be  given  thee  to 
be  destroyed  the  same  day. 

16  Wheiefore  I  thine  handmaid, 
knowing  all  this,  am  fled  from  their 
presence  ;  and  God  hath  sent  me  to 
work  things  with  thee,  whereat  all 
the  earth  shall  be  astonished,  and 
whosoever  shall  hear  it. 

17  For  thy  servant  is  religious, 
and  serve th  the  God  of  heaven  day 
and  night :  now  therefore,  my  lord, 
I  will  remain  with  thee,  and  thy 
servant  will  go  out  by  night  into  the 
valley,  and  I  will  pray  unto  God, 
and  he  will  tell  me  when  they  have 
committed  their  sins : 

18  And  I  will  come  and  shew  it 
unto  thee :  then  thou  shalt  go  forth 
with  all  thine  army,  and  there  shall 
be  none  of  them  that  shall  resist 
thee. 


19  And  I  will  lead  thee  through 
the  midfe-t  of  Judea,  until  thou  come 
before  Jerusalem  ;  and  I  will  set 
thy  throne  in  the  midst  thereof; 
and  thou  shalt  drive  them  as  sheep 
that  have  no  shepherd,  and  a  dog 
shall  not  so  much  as  open  his  mouth 
at  thee  :  for  these  things  weie  told 
me  according  to  my  foreknowledge, 
and  they  were  declared  unto  me, 
and  I  am  sent  to  tell  thee. 

20  Then  her  woids  pleased  Ho- 
lofernes  and  all  his  servants ;  and 
they  marvelled  at  her  wisdom,  and 
said, 

21  There  is  not  such  a  woman  from 
one  end  of  the  earth  to  the  other, 
both  for  beauty  of  face,  and  wisdom 
of  words. 

22  Likewise  Holofemes  said  unto 
her,  God  hath  done  well  to  send 
thee  before  the  people,  that  strength 
might  be  in  our  hands,  and  destruc- 
tion upon  them  that  lightly  regard 
my  lord. 

23  And  now  thou  art  both  beauti- 
ful in  thy  countenance,  and  witty 
in  thy  words :  surely  if  thou  do 
as  thoir  ha&i  spoken,  thy  God  shall 
be  my  God,  and  thou  shalt  dwell  in 
the  house  of  king  Nabuchcdonosor, 
and  shalt  be  renowned  through  the 
whole  earth. 

CHAPTER  XII. 

2  Judith  mU  not  eat  of  Holofemes^  meat.  7  Bh« 
tarried  three  days  in  the  camp,  and  every  night 
icent  forth  to  pray.  13  Bagoas  doth  mote  Iter 
to  be  merry  with  Holofemes,  20  who  for  Joy 
of  her  company  drank  much. 

THEN  he  ccmmanded  to  bring 
her  in  where  his  plate  was  set ; 
and  bade  that  they  should  prepare 
for  her  of  his  own  meats,  and  that 
she  should  drink  of  his  own  wine. 

2  And  Judith  said,  I  will  not  eat 
thereof,  lest  there   be  an  offence : 
but  provision  shall  be  made  for  mo 
of  the  things  that  I  have  brought. 
•  3  Then  Ilolofernes  said  unto  her. 
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If  tliy  provision  should  fail,  how 
should  we  give  tliee  the  like?  for 
there  be  none  with  us  of  thy  nation. 

4  Then  said  Judith  unto  him,  As 
thy  soul  liveth,  my  lord,  thine  hand- 
maid shall  not  spend  those  things 
that  I  have,  before  the  Lord  work 
})y  mine  hand  the  thuigs  tliat  he 
hath  determined. 

5  Then  the  servants  of  Holofemes 
brought  her  into  tlie  t^nt,  and  she 
slept  till  midnight,  and  she  arose 
when  it  was  toward  the  morning 
watch, 

6  And  sent  to  Holofemes,  saying. 
Let  my  lord  now  command  that 
thine  handmaid  may  go  forth  unto 
prayer. 

7  Then  Holofemes  commanded  his 
guard  that  they  should  not  stay  her: 
thus  she  abode  in  the  camp  three 
days,  and  went  out  in  the  night  into 
the  valley  of  Betliulia,  and  waslied 
herself  in  a  fountain  of  water  by  the 
camp. 

8  And  when  she  came  out,  she 
besought  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  to 
direct  her  way  to  the  raising  up  of 
the  children  of  her  people. 

9  So  she  came  in  clean,  and  re- 
mained in  the  tent,  until  she  did 
eat  her  meat  at  evening. 

10  And  in  the  fouiih  day  Holofer- 
nes  made  a  feast  to  his  own  servants 
only,  and  called  none  of  the  officere 
to  the  banquet. 

11  Then  said  he  to  Bagoas  the  eu- 
nuch, who  had  charge  over  all  tliat 
he  had,  Go  now,  and  persuade  tliis 
Hebrew  woman  which  is  with  thee, 
that  she  come  unto  us,  and  eat  and 
drink  with  us. 

12  For,  lo,  it  will  be  a  sliame  for 
our  person,  if  we  sliall  let  such  a 
woman  go,  not  having  had  her  com- 
pany ;  for  if  we  draw  her  not  unto 
us,  she  will  laugh  us  to  scorn. 

13  Then  went  Bagoas  from  th^ 


JUDITH,  XIL  Apocrypha. 

presence  of  Holofemes,  and  came  to 
her,  and  he  said,  Let  not  this  fair 
damsel  fear  to  come  to  my  lord,  and 
to  be  honoured  in  his  presence,  and 
drink  wine,  and  be  merry  with  us, 
and  be  made  this  day  as  one  of  tlie 
daughters  of  the  Assyrians,  which 
serve  in  the  house  of  Nabuchodo- 
nosor. 

14  Then  said  Judith  unto  him, 
Who  am  I  now,  that  I  should  gain- 
say my  lord?  surely  whatsoever 
pleaseth  him  I  will  do  speedily,  and 
it  shall  be  my  joy  unto  the  day  of 
my  death. 

15  So  she  arose,  and  decked  her- 
self with  her  apparel  and  all  her 
woman's  attire,  and  her  maid  went 
and  laid  soft  skins  on  the  ground 
for  her  over  against  Holofemes, 
which  she  had  received  of  Bagoiis 
for  her  daily  use,  tliat  slie  might  sit 
and  eat  upon  them. 

16  Now  when  Judith  came  in  and 
sat  down,  Holoftrnes  his  heart  was 
ravished  with  her,  and  his  mind  was 
moved,  aiul  he  desired  greatly  her 
company ;  for  he  waited  a  time  to 
deceive  her,  from  tlie  day  that  he 
had  seen  her, 

17  Then  said  Holofemes  unto  her, 
Drink  now,  and  be  merry  with  us. 

18  So  Judith  said,  I  will  drink 
now,  my  lord,  because  my  life  is 
magnified  in  me  this  day  more  than 
all  the  days  since  I  was  born. 

19  Then  she  took  and  ate  and 
drank  before  him  what  her  maid 
had  prepared. 

20  And  Holofemes  took  great  de- 
light in  her,  and  drank  much  more 
wine  than  he  had  drunk  at  any  time 
in  one  day  since  be  was  born. 

CHAPTER  XIIL 


2  Judith  is  left  alone  iHth  Holn/emes  in  hit 
tent.  4  Hhe  frapelh  God  lo  give  her  sirenath. 
8  She  ciU  oA  his  head  ichile  he  slept,  10  and  re- 
turned with  it  lo  BeliiitUa,  17  Uieu  «au  it,  aad 
commend  her. 
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NOW  -wben  the  evening  was 
come,  hL<  servants  made  ba^le 
to  depart,  and  Bagoas  shut  bis  tent 
■without,  and  dismissed  the  waiters 
from  the  presence  of  his  lord ;  ar.d 
they  went  to  their  btds :  for  they 
were  all  weary,  because  the  fea-it 
had  been  long. 

2  And  Judith  was  left  alone  in 
the  tent,  and  Holofemes  lying  along 
upon  his  bed :  for  he  was  fiU^  with 
wine. 

3  Now  Judith  had  comnwoided 
lier  maid  to  stand  without  her  V^- 
•  hamber,  and  to  wait  for  l)er  com- 
ing forth,  as  slie  did  daily :  for  ^;l>e 
said  she  would  go  foith  to  her 
prayers,  and  she  spake  to  Bagoas 
at^^ording  to  the  same  purpose. 

4  So  all  went  forth,  and  none  was 
left  in  the  bedcliamt>er,  neither  lit- 
tle nor  great.  Then  Judith,  stand- 
ing by  his  btd,  said  in  her  heart.  0 
Lord  God  of  all  power,  look  at  this 
present  upon  tie  works  of  mine 
hands  for  the  exaltation  ^  Jeru- 
salem. 

5  For  now  is  the  time  to  help 
thine  inheritance,  and  to  execute 
mine  enterprizes  to  tl;e  destruc- 
tion of  the  enemies  which  are  risen 
against  us. 

6  Then  she  came  to  the  pillar  of 
the  bed,  which  was  at  Holoftmes'  i 
head,  and  took  down  his  Luchion 
from  thence, 

7  And  approached  to  his  bed,  *nd 
took  hold  of  the  liair  of  his  head, 
and  said.  Strengthen  me,  0  Lord 
God  of  Israel,  tliis  day. 

8  And  she  smote  twice  upon  his 
neck  with  all  lier  might,  and  she  i 
t.xik  away  his  head  fix)m  him, 

9  And  tumbled  his   body  down 
from  the  bed,  and  pnlled  down  the 
canopy  from  the  pillars :  and  anon  \ 
after  Jihe  went  forth,  and  gave  Ho- ! 
lofemes  his  head  to  her  maid ;  | 


10  And  she  y.ut  it  in  her  hag  of 
meat :  so  tliey  twain  went  together 
according  to  their  castom  unto 
prayer :  and  when  they  f «.ssed  the 
camp,  they  compassed  the  valley, 
and  went  up  the  mountain  of 
Bethulia,  and  came  to  the  gates 
thereof. 

11  Then  said  Judith  afar  off  to 
the  watchmen  at  the  gate,  Open, 
open  now  the  gate :  GoJ,  even  our 
God,  is  with  us,  to  shew  his  power 
yet  in  Jeru^lem,  and  his  forces 
ogainst  the  enemy,  as  he  hath  even 
done  this  day. 

12  Now  when  the  men  of  her  city 
heard  her  voice,  tliey  made  baste  to 
go  down  to  the  gate  of  their  city, 
and  they  called  the  elders  of  the 
city. 

13  And  then  they  ran  all  le^ether, 
both  small  and  gr&:it,  for  it  was 
strange  unto  tLem  that  she  was 
come :  so  tl;ey  opened  tlie  g;ite,  and 
received  them,  and  made  a  fire  for 
a  light,  aad  stood  round  about  them. 

14  Then  she  said  to  them  with 
a  loud  voice.  Praise,  prai-e  Goil, 
praise  God,  I  say,  for  he  hath  not 
taken  away  his  mercy  from  the 
house  of  Israel,  but  hath  dcf^troyed 
our  enemies  by  mine  hands  this 
night. 

15  So  she  took  the  head  out  of  the 
bag,  and  shewed  it,  and  said  unto 
them.  Behold  tlie  head  oi  Holof<.r- 
nes,  the  chief  captun  of  the  aimy 
of  A&->ur,  and  behold  the  eanopy, 
wiierein  he  did  lie  in  his  diiiiiken- 
ness  ;  and  the  Lord  hath  smitten 
him  by  the  hand  of  a  wranin. 

16  As  the  Lord  liveth,  wl^o  hath 
kept  me  in  my  way  that  I  went,  my 
aiuntenance  hath  deceived  l<im  to 
his  destruction,  and  yet  hath  he  not 
commit teel  sin  with  me,  to  defile 
and  shame  me. 

17  Then    all    the    people    were 
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wonderfully  tistonislied,  and  bowed 
themselves,  and  worebipped  God, 
and  said  with  one  accord.  Blessed 
be  thou,  0  our  God,  which  hast  this 
day  brought  to  nought  the  enemies 
of  thy  people. 

18  Then  said  Ozlas  imto  her,  0 
daughter,  blessed  art  thou  of  the 
most  high  God  above  all  the  women 
upon  the  earth ;  and  blessed  be  the 
Loid  God,  which  hath  created  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  which  hatli 
directed  thee  to  the  cutting  off  of  the 
head  of  the  chief  of  our  enemies. 

19  For  this  thy  confidence  shall 
not  depait  from  the  heart  of  men, 
which  remember  the  power  of  God 
for  ever. 

20  And  God  turn  these  things  to 
thee  for  a  perpetual  praise,  to  visit 
thee  in  good  things,  beeau.--e  thou 
liast  not  spared  thy  life  for  the  af- 
fliction of  our  nation,  but  hast  re- 
venged our  ruin,  walking  a  stJaight 
way  before  our  God*  And  all  the 
people  said,  So  be  it,  so  be  it 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

t  Achior  heareth  Jndith  sh&iv  ivhnt  she  had  don*, 
and  is  circttmcised.  11  27/ e  head  of  Hdof ernes 
is  hanged  up.  15  He  is  found  dead,  and  much 
lamented. 

THEN  said'  Judith  unto  them, 
He;.ir  me  now,  my  brethren, 
and  take  this  head,  and  liang  it  up- 
on ilie  highest  place  of  your  walls. 

2  And  so  soon  as  tlie  morning 
shall  appear,  and  the  sun  shall  come 
fortli  upon  the  earth,  ttike  ye  every 
one  Iiis  weapons,  and  go  forth  every 
valiant  man  out  of  the  city,  and  set 
ye  a  captain  over  them,  as  though 
ye  would  go  down  into  the  field  to- 
ward the  watch  of  the  Assyrians  ; 
but  go  not  down. 

3  Then  they  shall  take  their  ar- 
mour, and  sliall  go  into  their  camp, 
and  raise  up  the  captains  of  the 
army  of  Assur,  and  they  shall  run 


to  the  tent  of  Holofemes,  but  shall 
not  find  him :  then  fear  shall  fall 
upon  them,  and  they  shall  flee  be- 
fore your  face. 

4  So  ye,  and  all  that  inhabit  the 
coast  of  Israel,  shall  pursue  them, 
and  overthrow  them  as  tliey  go. 

5  But  before  ye  do  these  things, 
call  me  Achior  the  Ammonite,  that 
he  may  see  and  know  him  that  dt^ 
spised  the  house  of  Israel,  and  tliat 
Stilt  Jiim  to  us,  as  it  were  to  his 
death. 

6  Then  they  called  Achior  out  of 
the  house  of  Ozias ;  and  when  he 
was  come,  and  saw  tlie  head  of  Ho- 
lofemes in  a  man's  hand  in  tlie  a.';- 
sembly  of  the  people,  he  fell  down 
on  his  face,  and  his  spirit  failed. 

7  But  wlien  they  had  recovere«l 
hirn,  he  fell  at  Judith's  feet,  and  r<  - 
verenced  her,  and  said,  Blessed  art 
thou  in  all  the  tabernacle  of  Juda, 
and  in  all  nations,  whicli  hearing 
thy  name  shall  be  astonished. 

8  Now  therefore  tell  me  all  tlic 
things  that  thou  hast  done  in  the^c 
dfeys.  Then  Judith  declared  imto 
him  in  the  midst  of  the  people  all 
tl)at  she  had  done,  from  the  day 
that  she  went  forth  unto  that  hour 
she  spake  unto  them. 

9  And  when  she  had  left  off  speak- 
ing, the  people  shouted  with  a  loud 
voice,  and  made  a  joyful  noise  in 
their  city. 

10  And  when  Achior  had  seen  all 
that  the  God  of  Israel  had  done,  he 
believed  in  God  greatly,  and  cir- 
cumcked  the  flesh  of  his  foreskin, 
and  was  joined  unto  the  house  of 
Israel  unto  this  day. 

11  And  as  soon  as  the  morning 
arose,  they  hanged  the  head  of  Ho- 
lofemes upon  the  wall,  and  every 
man  took  liis  weapons,  and  they 
went  fortli  by  bands  imto  the  strait^ 
of  tlie  mountain. 
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12  But  when  the  Assyrians  saw 
<bein,  they  sent  to  tlieir  leaders, 
^sllich  came  to  their  captains  and 
tribunes,  and  to  every  one  of  their 
rulers. 

13  So  they  came  to  Holofemes' 
tent,  and  said  to  him  that  liad  the 
charge  of  all  his  things,  Waken  now 
our  lord :  for  tlie  slaves  have  been 
bold  to  come  down  against  ns  to 
liattle,  that  they  may  be  utterly 
destroyed. 

14  Tlien  went  in  Bagoos,  and 
knocked  at  the  door  of  the  tent ;  for 
he  tlionght  that  he  had  slept  with 
Judith. 

1.5  But  because  none  answered,  lie 
opened  it,  and  went  into  the  bed- 
cbaml>er,  and  found  him  cast  upon 
the  floor  dead,  and  his  head  w^as 
tiken  from  him. 

16  Tlierefore  l\e  cried  with  a  loud 
voice,  with  weeping,  and  sishing, 
and  a  mighty  cry,  and  rent  his  giT- 
ments. 

17  After  he  went  into  the  tent 
where  -Judith  lalged :  and  when  he 
found  her  not,  he  leaped  out  to  the 
people,  and  cried, 

18  Tliese  slaves  have  dealt  trea- 
cherously ;  one  woman  of  the  He- 
brews hath  brought  sliame  upon  the 
house  of  king  Xabuchodonosor :  for, 
behold,  Holofemas  lieth  upon  the 
ground  without  a  head. 

19  When  the  captains  of  the  Assy- 
rians' army  heard  these  words,  they 
rent  their  coats,  and  tlnir  minds 
were  wonderfully  troubled,  and 
there  was  a  cry  and  a  very  great 
noise  throughout  the  camp. 

CHAPTER  XV. 

1  The  Attifrians  are  chared  and  dain.  t  lite 
high  priat  eomeih  to  tee  Judith.  11  The  tk^ 
of  Holofem**  i*  friren  to  Jmiith.  13  Tfie  tea- 
men croien  her  vUb  a  gariand. 

AND  when  they  that  were  in  the 
J\.  tents  heard,  they  were  asto- 
nLslied  at  the  thiiiK  that  was  done. 


2  And  fear  and  trembling  fell 
upon  them,  so  tliat  there  was  no 
man  that  durst  abide  in  the  sight 
of  his  neighbotu",  but  rushing  out 
all  together,  they  fled  into  every 
way  of  the  plain,  and  of  the  hill 
country. 

3  They  also  that  had  camped  in 
the  mountains  round  about  Be- 
thulia  fietl  away.  Then  the  chil- 
dren of  I?<rael,  every  one  that  was 
a  warrior  among  them,  rushed  out 
upon  them. 

4  Then  sent  Ozias  to  Betomas- 
them,  and  to  Bebii,  and  Chobai, 
and  Cola,  and  to  all  the  coasts  of  Is- 
rael, such  as  should  tell  the  tilings 
that  were  done,  and  that  all  shr/uld 
rush  forth  upon  their  enemies  to 
destroy  them. 

o  Now  when  the  children  of  L*- 
rael  heard  it,  tliey  all  fell  upon 
them  with  one  consent,  and  slew 
them  unto  Chobai:  likewise  aL-o 
they  that  came  from  Jerusalem, 
and"  from  all  the  hill  country,  (for 
men  b.ad  told  them  what  tilings 
were  done  in  the  camp  of  their 
enemies,)  and  they  that  were  in 
Galaad,  and  in  Galilee,  chased 
them  with  a  great  slaughter,  until 
they  were  past  Damascus  and  the 
borders  thereof. 

6  And  the  residue,  that  dwelt  at 
Betlmlia,  fell  upon  the  camp  of 
Assur,  and  spoiled  them,  and  were 
greatly  enriched. 

7  And  the  children  of  Israel  that 
returned  from  the  slaughter  had 
that  which  remained  ;  and  the  vil- 
lages and  the  cities,  that  were  in 
the  mountains  and  in  the  plain, 
gat  many  spoils  :  for  the  multitude 
was  very  great. 

8  Then  Joacim  the  high  priest, 
and  the  ancients  of  the  children 
of  Israel  that  dwelt  in  Jerasalem, 
came  to  behold  the  good  things  that 
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God  had  shewed  to  Israel,  and  to 
see  Judith,  and  to  salute  her. 

9  And  when  they  came  unto  her, 
tliey  blessed  her  with  one  accord, 
and  said  unto  her.  Thou  art  the  ex- 
altation of  Jerusalem,  thou  art  the 
great  glory  of  Israel,  thou  art  the 
gieat  rejoicing  of  our  nation  : 

10  Thou  hast  done  all  these 
things  by  thine  hand :  thou  hast 
done  much  gootl  to  Israel,  and  God 
is  pleased  therewith :  blessed  be 
thou  of  the  Almighty  Lord  for  ever- 
more. And  all  the  people  said,  So 
be  it. 

11  And  the  people  spoiled  the 
camp  the  space  of  thirty  days :  and 
they  gave  unto  Judith  Holofenies 
his  tent,  and  all  his  plate,  and  beds, 
and  vessels,  and  all  his  stuff:  and 
she  took  it,  and  laid  it  on  lier  mule ; 
and  made  ready  her  carts,  and  laid 
them  thereon. 

12  Then  all  the  women  of  Israel 
ran  together  to  see  her,  and  blessed 
her,  and  made  a  dance  among  them 
for  lier :  and  she  took  branches  in 
her  hand,  and  gave  also  to  the  wo- 
men that  were  with  her. 

13  And  they  put  a  garland  of  olive 
upon  her  and  her  maid  that  was 
with  her,  and  she  went  before  all 
the  people  in  the  dance,  leading  all 
the  women :  and  all  the  men  of  Is- 
rael followed  in  their  annoiu-  with 
garlands,  and  with  songs  in  their 
mouths. 

CHAPTER  XVI. 

I  The  long  of  Judith.  19  She  dedieaUth  the 
stuff  of  Holofernet.  23  She  died  at  Bethulia 
a  widow  of  great  honour.  24  AU  Israei  did 
lament  her  death. 

THEN  Judith  began  to  sing  this 
thanksgiving  in  all  Israel,  and 
all  the  people  sang  after  her  this 
song  of  praise. 

2  And  Judith  said.  Begin  unto  my 
God  with  timbrels,  sing  unto  my 
Lord  with  cymbals :  tune  unto  him 


a  new  psalm  :  exalt  him,  and  call 
upon  his  name. 

3  For  God  breaketh  the  battles : 
for  among  tlie  camps  in  the  midst  of 
the  people  he  hath  dehvered  me 
out  of  the  hands  of  them  that  per- 
secuted me. 

4  Assur  came  out  of  the  moun- 
tains from  the  north,  he  came  with 
ten  thousands  of  liis  army,  the  mul- 
titude whereof  stopped  the  torrent^, 
and  their  horsemen  have  covered 
the  hills. 

5  He  bragged  that  he  would  bum 
up  my  borders,  and  kill  my  young 
men  with  the  sword,  and  dash  the 
sucking  children  against  the  ground, 
and  make  mine  infants  as  a  prey, 
and  my  virgins  as  a  spoil. 

6  But  the  Almighty  Lord  hath 
disappointed  them  by  the  hand  of 
a  woman. 

7  For  the  mighty  one  did  not  fall 
by  the  young  men,  neither  did  the 
sons  of  the  Titans  smite  him,  nor 
high  giants  set  upon  him :  but  Ju- 
dith the  daughter  of  Merari  weak- 
ened him  with  the  beauty  of  her 
countenance. 

8  For  she  put  off  the  garment  of 
her  widowhood  for  the  exaltation 
of  those  that  were  oppressed  in 
Israel,  and  anointed  her  face  witli 
ointment,  and  bound  her  hair  in  a 
tire,  and  took  a  linen  garment  to 
deceive  him. 

9  Her  sandals  ravished  his  eyes, 
her  beauty  took  his  mind  prisonei', 
and  the  fauchion  passed  through  his 
neck. 

10  The  Persians  quaked  at  her 
boldness,  and  the  Medes  were  daunt- 
ed at  her  hardiness. 

11  Then  my  afflicted  shouted  for 
joy,  and  my  weak  ones  cried  aloud ; 
but  they  were  astonished :  these  lift- 
ed up  their  voices,  but  they  were 
overthrown. 
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12  The  sons  of  the  damsels  have 
pierced  them  through,  and  wounded 
them  as  fugitives'  children :  they 
perished  hy  the  hattle  of  the  Lord. 

13  I  will  sing  unto  the  Lord  a 
new  song:  0  Lord,  tliou  art  great 
and  glorious,  wonderful  in  strength, 
and  invincible. 

14  Let  all  creatures  serve  thee : 
for  thou  spakest,  and  they  were 
made,  thou  didst  send  forth  thy 
spirit,  and  it  created  them,  and 
there  is  none  that  can  resist  thy 
voice. 

15  For  the  mountains  shall  be 
moved  from  their  foundations  with 
the  waters,  the  rocks  shall  melt  as 
wax  at  thy  presence :  yet  thou  art 
merciful  to  them  that  fear  thee. 

16  For  all  sacrifice  is  too  little  for 
a  sweet  savour  unto  thee,  and  all 
the  fat  is  not  sufficient  for  thy  burnt 
offering :  but  he  that  feareth  the 
Lord  is  great  at  all  times. 

17  Woe  to  the  nations  that  rise 
up  against  my  kindred !  the  Lord 
Almighty  will  take  vengeance  of 
them  in  the  day  of  judgment,  in 
putting  fire  and  worms  in  their 
flesh ;  and  they  shall  feel  them, 
and  weep  for  ever. 

18  Kow  as  soon  as  they  entered 
into  Jerusalem,  they  worshipped 
the  Lord  ;  and  as  soon  as  the 
people  were  purified,  they  offered 
their  burnt  offerings,  and  their  free 
offerings,  and  their  gifts. 

19  Judith  also  dedicated  all  the 


stuff  of  Holofemes,  which  tlie  peo- 
ple had  given  her,  and  gave  the 
canopy,  wliith  she  had  tiken  out  of 
his  bedchamber,  for  a  gift  unto  the 
Lord. 

20  So  the  people  continued  feast- 
ing in  Jerusalem  before  the  sanctu- 
ary for  the  space  of  three  months, 
and  Judith  remained  with  them. 

21  After  this  time  every  one  re- 
turned to  his  own  inheritance,  and 
Judith  went  to  Bethulia,  and  re- 
mained in  her  own  possession,  and 
was  in  her  time  houomable  in  all 
the  country, 

22  And  many  desired  her,  but 
none  knew  her  all  the  days  of  her 
life,  after  that  Manasses  her  hus- 
band was  dead,  and  was  gathered 
to  his  people. 

23  But  she  increased  more  and 
more  in  honour,  and  waxed  old  in 
her  husl  and's  house,  being  an  hun- 
dred and  five  years  old,  and  made 
her  maid  free ;  so  she  died  in 
Bethulia :  and  they  buried  her  in 
tlie  cave  of  her  husband  Manasses. 

24  And  the  house  of  Israel  la- 
mented her  seven  days :  and  before 
slie  died,  she  did  distribute  her 
goods  to  all  them  that  weie  near- 
est of  kindred  to  ]\Ianasses  her  hus- 
band, and  to  them  that  were  the 
nearest  of  her  kindred. 

25  And  there  was  none  that  made 
the  children  of  Israel  any  more  a- 
fraid  in  the  days  of  Judith,  nor  a 
long  time  after  her  death. 


THE  EEST  OF  THE  CHAPTERS  OP 

THE  BOOK  OF  ESTHER, 

Wliich  are  found  neither  in  the  Hebrew,  nor  in  the  Chaldee. 


Part  of  the  Tenth  Chapter  after  the 
Greek. 

5  Mardocheut  remembereth  and  expoundfth  hi$ 
dream  of  the  river  and  the  two  dragons. 

^FIHEN  Mardocheus  said,  God 
X    hath  done  the«e  things. 

5  For  I  remember  a  dieam  which 
I  saw  concerning  these  matters,  and 
nothing  thereof  liath  failed. 

6  A  little  fountain  became  a  river, 
and  there  was  light,  and  the  sun, 
and  much  water :  this  river  is  Es- 
ther, whom  the  khig  married,  and 
made  queen : 

7  And  the  two  dragons  are  I  and 
Aman. 

8  And  tlie  nations  were  those  that 
were  assembled  to  destroy  the  name 
of  the  Jews : 

9  And  my  nation  is  this  Israel, 
whicli  cried  to  God,  and  were  saved: 
for  the  Lord  liath  saved  his  people, 
and  the  Lord  hath  deliveied  us 
irom  all  those  evils,  and  God  hath 
wrought  signs  and  great  wondeis, 
wliich  have  not  been  done  among 
tlie  Gentiles. 

10  I'lierefore  liath  he  made  two 
lots,  one  for  the  people  of  God,  and 
anotlier  for  all  the  Gentiles. 

11  And  these  two  lots  came  at  the 
hour,  and  time,  and  day  of  judg- 
ment, before  God  among  all  nations. 

12  So  God  remembered  his  people, 
and  justified  his  inheritance. 

13  Therefore  those  days  shall  be 
imto  them  in  tlie  month  Adar,  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth  day  of  tlie 
Kime  month,  with  an  assembly,  and 
joy,  and  with  gladness  before  God, 
according  to  the  generations  for  ever 
among  his  people. 


CHAPTER  XL 

2  The  sfoclc  and  qtuiHly  of  Slardocheru.  6  He 
dreameth  of  I iro  drayons  cowina  forth  to  fight, 
10  and  of  a  little  fountain,  which  became  a 
great  ivater, 

IN  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Ptol emeus  and  Cleopatra,  Do- 
sitheus,  who  said  he  was  a  priest 
and  Levite,  and  Ptolemeus  liis  son, 
biought  this  epistle  of  Phurim, 
wliich  they  said  was  the  same,  and 
that  Lysimachus  tlie  son  of  Ptole- 
meus, that  was  in  Jerusalem,  had 
interpreted  it. 

2  In  the  second  year  of  the  reign 
of  Aitaxei xes  the  great,  in  the  first 
day  of  the  month  Nisan,  Mardo- 
cheus the  son  of  Jairus,  the  son  of 
Semei,  the  son  of  Ci-ai,  of  the  trilxj 
of  Benjamin,  had  a  dieam  ; 

3  Who  was  a  Jew,  and  dwelt  in 
the  city  of  Snsa,  a  gre  it  man,  being 
a  servitor  in  the  king's  court. 

4  He  was  also  one  of  the  captives, 
which  Nabuchodonosor  the  king  of 
Babylon  carried  from  Jerusalem 
with  Jechonias  king  of  Judea  ;  and 
this  was  his  dieam  : 

5  Behold  a  noise  of  a  tumult,  with 
thunder,  and  earthquakes,  and  up- 
roar in  the  land : 

6  And,  behold,  two  great  dragons 
came  forth  ready  to  fight,  and  their 
cry  was  gieat. 

7  And  at  their  cry  all  nations 
were  prepared  to  battle,  that  they 
might  fight  against  the  righteous 
people. 

8  And  lo  a  day  of  darkness  and 
obscmity,  tribulation  and  anguish, 
affliction  and  great  uproar,  upon 
earth. 

9  And  the  whole  righteous  nation 
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wa-i  tp>ub1ed,  fearing  their  own  evils, 
and  were  re;.dy  to  p^risli. 

10  Then  they  critd  unto  God.  and 
upon  their  cry,  as  it  were  frr«n  a 
little  fountain,  was  made  a  great 
flood,  even  much  water. 

11  The  light  and  the  sun  rose 
op,  and  the  lowly  were  exalted,  and 
devoured  the  gl'rious. 

12  Now  when  Mardochens,  who 
had  seen  this  dream,  and  what  God 
had  determined  to  do,  was  awake, 
he  Ixire  this  dream  in  mind,  and 
until  night  by  all  means  was  de- 
sirous to  know  it. 

CHAPTER  xn. 

2  7>e  ccmmraew  of  tie  hto  namrit  it  diteo- 
rmd  hf  MtrJoehemt,  5  for  vhieh  ke  i*  emler- 
taimfd  hf  t^«  ti»9,  «<Ki  reKarded. 

AND  Mardochens  took  his  re^ 
_  in  the  court  with  Gahatha 
and  Tharra,  the  two  eunuchs  of  the 
king,  and  keej^rs  of  the  palace. 

2  And  he  heard  their  devices,  and 
-earched  out  their  purpcses,  and 
learned  that  they  were  about  to  lay 
hands  upon  Artaxerxes  the  king ; 
and  so  he  certified  the  king  of  them. 

3  Tiien  the  king  examiu-jd  the  two 
eunuchs,  and  afier  that  they  had 
confessed  if,  they  were  strangled. 

4  And  the  kimr  made  a  rec-ord  of 
tlieie  things,  and  ilardocheus  also 
wrote  thereof. 

5  So  the  king  commanded  llardo- 
cheus  to  ?erve  in  the  court,  and  for 
this  he  rewardtd  him. 

i>  Howteit  Aman  the  son  of  Am*- 
!  tthus  the  Agagite,  who  was  in 
_-reat  honour  with  the  king,  sc'Ught 
to  molest  Mard'xheus  and  his  peo- 
ple because  of  the  two  eimuchs  of 
the  king. 

CHAPTER  XIII. 

1  T^e  oonjf  <*<  Hn^t  M'ert  to  detlrom  the 

THE   ct>py  of  the   letters  was 
this:  The  great  kingArtaxerxes 
writeth  these  things  to  the  princes 


ami  gnvemore  that  are  under  him 
from  India  unto  Etliiopia,  in  an 
hundred  and  seven  and  twenty  pro- 
vinces. 

2  After  that  I  became  lord  over 
many  nations;,  and  had  donoinion 
over  the  whole  world,  not  lifted  up 
with  presumption  of  my  authority, 
but  caiTyiiig  myself  alway  with 
equity  and  mildne-s,  I  purjo^el  to 
settle  my  subjects  continiially  in  a 
quiet  life,  and  making  my  kingdom 
peicesible,  and  <^n  for  passage  to 
the  utmogt  coasts,  to  renew  peace, 
which  is  desirtd  of  all  men. 

3  Now  when  I  asked  my  counsel- 
lors how  this  might  be  brought  to 
p;<ss,  Aman,  that  excelled  in  wisdom 
among  us,  and  was  ajiproved  for 
his  constant  g' xd  will  and  stedfast 
fidelity,  and  had  the  honour  of  the 
second  place  in  tlie  kingdom, 

4  Declared  unto  us,  that  in  all 
nations  throughout  the  world  there 
was  scattered  a  certain  malicious  peo- 
ple, that  had  laws  contrary  to  all  na- 
tions, and  continually  despised  the 
coBMnandments  of  kings,  so  as  the 
\miting  of  our  kingdoms,  honourably 
intended  by  us,  cannot  go  forward. 

5  Seeing  tlien  we  understand  tliat 
this  people  alone  is  continually  in 
opposition  tmto  all  men,  difff  ring  in 
the  strange  manner  of  their  laws, 
and  evil  affected  to  our  state,  work- 
ing all  the  mischief  they  can,  that 
our  kingdom  may  not  be  firmly 
established : 

6  Therefore  have  we  commande<1, 
that  all  they  that  are  signified  in 
writing  tmto  you  by  Aman,  who  is 
ordained  over  the  affairs,  and  is  next 
tmto  us,  shall  all,  with  their  wives 
and  children,  be  utterly  destroyed 
by  the  sword  of  their  enemies,  witli- 
out  all  mercy  and  pity,  the  four- 
teenth day  of  the   twelfth  month 

1  Adar  of  tliis  present  year : 
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7  That  tliey,  who  of  old  and  now 
also  are  inalicions,  may  in  one  day 
with  violence  go  into  the  grave,  and 
fio  ever  hereafter  cause  our  affairs  to 
be  well  settled,  and  without  trouble. 

8  Then  Mardocheus  thought  upon 
all  the  woi  ks  of  the  Lord,  and  made 
his  prayer  unto  him, 

9  Saying,  0  Lord,  Lord,  the  King 
Almighty:  for  the  whole  world  is 
in  thy  power,  and  if  thou  hast  ap- 
I)ointed  to  save  Israel,  there  is  no 
man  that  can  gainsay  thee  : 

10  For  tliou  hast  made  heaven  and 
earth,  and  all  the  wondrous  things 
imder  the  heaven. 

11  Thou  art  Lord  of  all  things, 
jind  there  is  no  man  that  can  resist 
thee,  which  art  the  Lord. 

12  Thou  know  est  all  things,  and 
thou  knowest.  Lord,  that  it  was  nei- 
ther in  contempt  nor  pride,  nor  for 
fmy  desire  of  glory,  that  I  did  not 
liow  down  to  proud  A  man. 

13  For  I  could  have  been  content 
with  good  will  for  the  salvation  of 
Israel  to  kiss  the  soles  of  his  feet. 

14  But  I  did  this,  that  I  might 
not  prefer  the  glory  of  man  above 
the  gloiy  of  God :  neither  will  I 
worship  any  but  thee,  0  God,  nei- 
ther will  I  do  it  in  pride. 

15  And  now,  O  Lord  God  and 
King,  spare  thy  people :  for  their 
eyes  are  upon  lis  to  bring  us  to 
nought ;  yea,  they  desire  to  de- 
tAroy  the  inheritance,  that  hath 
been  thine  from  the  beginning. 

16  Despise  not  the  portion,  which 
thou  hast  delivered  out  of  Egypt 
for  thine  own  sel£ 

17  Hear  my  prayer,  and  be  merci- 
ful unto  thine  inheritance  :  turn  our 
sorrow  into  joy,  that  we  may  live,  0 
liOrd,  and  praise  thy  name :  and  de- 
stroy not  the  mouths  of  them  that 
y)raise  thee,  0  Lord. 

18  All  Israel  in  like  manner  cried 


most  earnestly  unto  the  Lord,  be- 
cause their  death  was  before  their 


eyes. 


CHAPTER  XrV. 


The  prayer  of  queen  Esther  for  hertelf  and  her 
people. 

QUEEN  Esther  also,   being  in 
fear   of  death,   resorted   unto 
the  Lord  : 

2  And  laid  away  her  glorious  ap- 
parel, and  put  on  the  garments  of 
anguish  and  mouraing :  and  instead 
of  precious  ointments,  she  covered 
her  head  with  rushes  and  dung,  and 
she  humbled  her  body  greatly,  and 
all  the  places  of  her  joy  she  filled 
with  her  torn  hair. 

3  And  she  prayed  unto  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel,  saying,  0  my  Lord, 
thou  only  art  our  King:  help  me, 
desolate  woman,  which  have  no 
helper  but  thee : 

4  For  my  danger  is  in  mine 
hand. 

5  From  my  youth  up  I  liave  heard 
in  the  tribe  of  my  family,  that  tiiou, 
0  Lord,  tookest  Israel  from  among 
all  people,  and  our  fathers  from  all 
their  predecessors,  for  a  peipetual 
inheritance,  and  thou  liast  perform- 
ed whatsoever  thou  didst  promise 
them. 

6  And  now  we  have  sinned  before 
tliee  :  therefore  hast  thou  given  us 
into  the  hands  of  om*  enemies, 

7  Because  we  worshipped  their 
gods  :  0  Lord,  thou  art  righteous. 

8  Nevertheless  it  satisfieth  them 
not,  that  we  are  in  bitter  captivity: 
but  they  have  stricken  hands  with 
their  idols, 

9  'J'liat  they  will  abolish  the  thing 
that  thou  with  thy  mouth  hast  or- 
dained, and  destroy  tliine  inherit- 
ance, and  stop  the  mouth  of  them 
that  praise  thee,  and  quench  the 
glory  of  thy  house,  and  of  thine 
altar, 
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10  And  open  Ihe  mouths  of  the 
heathen  to  set  forth  tlie  praises  of 
the  idols,  and  to  magnify  a  fleshly 
king  for  ever. 

11  0  Lord,  give  not  thy  sceptre 
unto  them  that  he  nothing,  and  let 
them  not  laugh  at  our  fall ;  but 
turn  their  device  upon  themselves, 
and  make  him  an  example,  that 
hath  begun  this  against  us. 

12  Eemember,  0  Lord,  make  thy- 
self known  in  time  of  our  affliction, 
and  give  me  boldness,  0  King  of 
the  nations,  and  Lord  of  all  power. 

13  Give  me  eloquent  speech  in 
my  mouth  before  the  lion  :  turn 
his  heart  to  hate  him  that  fightelh 
against  us,  that  there  may  he  an 
end  of  him,  and  of  all  that  are  like- 
minded  to  him : 

14  But  deliver  us  with  thine 
hand,  and  help  me  that  am  deso- 
late, and  which  have  no  other  help 
hut  thee. 

15  Thou  knowest  all  things,  0 
Lord ;  thou  knowest  that  I  hate  the 
glory  of  the  unrighteous,  and  abhor 
the  bed  of  the  uncirciuncised,  and 
of  all  the  heathen. 

16  Thou  knowest  my  necessity: 
for  I  abhor  the  sign  of  my  high  es- 
tate, which  is  upon  mine  head  in 
the  days  wherein  I  shew  myself,  and 
that  I  abhor  it  as  a  menstruous  rag, 
and  that  I  wear  it  not  when  I  am 
private  by  myself, 

17  And  that  thine  handmaid  hath 
not  eaten  at  Aman's  table,  and  that 
I  have  not  greatly  esteemed  the 
king's  feast,  nor  drunk  the  wine  of 
the  drink  offerings, 

18  Neither  had  thine  handmaid 
ai>y  joy  since  the  day  that  I  was 
brought  hither  to  this  present,  but 
in  thee,  0  Lord  God  of  Abraham. 

19  0  thou  mighty  God  above  all, 
liear  the  voice  of  the  forlom,  and 
deliver  us  out  of  the  hands  of  the 


mischievous,  and  deliver  me  out  of 
my  fear. 

CHAPTER  XV. 

6  Esther  cometh  into  the  king's  presence.  7  He 
looketh  angrily,  and  she  foitUeth.  8  The  iini/ 
doth  take  hei-  up,  and  comfort  her, 

AND  upon  the  third  day,  when 
.  she  had  ended  her  prayer,  she 
laid  away  her  mourning  gannents 
and  put  on  her  glorious  apparel. 

2  And  being  gloriously  adorned, 
after  she  had  called  upon  God,  who 
is  the  beholder  and  saviour  of  all 
things,  she  took  two  maids  with 
her : 

3  And  upon  the  one  she  leaned, 
as  carrying  herself  daintily ; 

4  And  the  other  followed,  bear- 
ing up  her  train. 

6  And  she  was  niddy  through  the 
perfection  of  her  beauty,  and  her 
countenance  was  cheerful  and  very 
amiable :  but  her  heart  was  in  an- 
girish  for  fear. 

6  Then  having  passed  through  all 
the  doors,  she  stood  before  the  king, 
who  sat  upon  his  royal  throne,  and 
was  clothed  with  all  his  robes  of 
majesty,  all  glittering  with  gold  and 
precious  stones ;  and  he  was  very 
dreadful. 

7  Then  lifting  up  his  countenance, 
that  shone  with  majesty,  he  looked 
very  fiercely  upon  her :  and  the 
queen  fell  down,  and  was  pale,  and 
fainted,  and  bowed  herself  upon  the 
head  of  the  maid  that  went  before 
her. 

8  Then  God  changed  the  spirit  of 
the  king  into  mildness,  who  in  a  fear 
leaped  from  his  throne,  and  took  her 
in  his  arms,  till  she  came  to  her- 
self again,  and  comforted  her  with 
loving  words,  and  said  imto  her, 

9  Esther,  what  is  the  matterl  lam 
thy  1  rother,  be  of  good  cheer: 

10  Thou  shalt  not  die,  though  our 
commandment  be  general :  come 
near. 
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11  And  so  lie  lield  np  his  golden 
sceptre,  and  laid  it  upon  her  neck, 

12  And  eml  raced  her,  and  siid, 
Speak  unto  me. 

13  Then  said  she  unto  him,  I  saw 
thee,  my  lord,  as  an  angel  of  God, 
and  my  iieart  weis  troubled  for  fear 
of  thy  majesty. 

14  For  wonderful  art  thou,  L^rd, 
and  thy  countenance  is  full  of  grace. 

15  And  as  she  was  speaking,  she 
fell  down  for  faintness. 

16  Then  the  king  was  troubled, 
and  all  his  servants  comforted  her. 

CHAPTEE  XVI. 

1  Tlie  letter  of  Artaxerxfs,  10  wherein  he  taxefh 
Amcin,  17  and  verokelh  the  decree  procured  hfi 
Anian  to  destroy  the  Jews,  22  ami  comiiumd- 
eth  the  day  of  their  delicerance  to  be  kept  holy. 

rjlHE  great  king  Artaxerxcs  unto 
A.  the  princes  and  governors  of  an 
hundred  and  seven  and  twenty  pix)- 
vinces  from  India  unto  Ethiopia, 
and  unto  all  our  faitiiful  subjects, 
greeting. 

2  Many,  the  more  often  they  are 
lionoiu"e(l  with  the  gi-eat  bounty  of 
their  gracious  princes,  the  more 
proud  tiiey  are  waxen, 

3  And  endeavour  to  hurt  not  our 
subjects  only,  but  not  being  able  to 
bear  abundance,  do  take  in  hand  to 
practise  also  against  those  that  do 
them  good : 

4  And  take  not  only  thankfulness 
away  from  among  men,  but  also  lift- 
ed up  with  the  glorious  words  of 
lewd  persons,  that  were  never  good, 
they  think  to  escape  the  justice  of 
God,  that  seeth  all  things,  and  hat- 
eth  evil. 

6  Oftentimes  also  fair  speech  of 
those,  that  are  put  in  trust  to 
manage  their  friends*  affairs,  hath 
caused  many  that  are  in  authority 
to  be  partalcers  of  innocent  blood, 
and  hath  en\\Tapped  them  in  reme- 
diless calamities: 

6   Beguiling  with  the   falsehood 


and  deceit  of  their  lewd  disi)osi- 
tion  the  innocency  and  goodness  of 
princes. 

7  Now  ye  may  see  this,  as  we  have 
declared,  not  so  much  by  ancient 
histories,  as  ye  may,  if  ye  f^earLh 
what  hath  been  wiclcedly  done  of 
late  through  the  pestilent  behaviour 
of  them  that  are  unworthily  placed 
in  aiithoiity, 

8  And  we  must  take  care  for  the 
time  to  come,  that  our  kingdom 
may  be  quiet  and  peaceable  for  all 
men, 

9  Both  by  changing  our  piirpo'^es, 
and  always  judging  things  that  arc 
evident  with  more  equal  proceeding. 

10  For  Aman,  a  Macedonian,  the 
son  of  Amadatha,  l:eing  indeed  a 
stranger  from  the  Persian  blood, 
and  far  distant  from  our  goodness, 
and  as  a  stranger  received  of  us, 

11  Had  so  tar  forth  obtained  the 
favour  that  we  shew  toward  every 
nation,  as  that  he  was  called  our 
father,  and  was  continually  honoured 
of  all  men,  as  the  next  person  unto 
the  king, 

12  But  he,  not  bearing  his  great 
dignity,  went  about  to  deprive  us 
of  our  kingdom  and  life : 

13  Having  by  manifold  and  cun- 
ning deceits  sought  of  us  the  de- 
stniction,  as  well  of  Mardocbeus,  whf> 
saved  our  life,  and  continually  pro- 
cured our  good,  as  also  of  blameless 
Esther,  partaker  of  our  kingdom, 
with  their  whole  nation. 

14  For  by  tiiese  means  he  thought, 
finding  us  destitute  of  friends,  to 
have  translated  the  kingdom  of  the 
Persians  to  the  IMacedonians. 

15  But  we  find  that  the  .Jews, 
whom  this  wicked  wretch  hath  de- 
livered to  utter  destruction,  are  no 
evildoers,  but  live  liy  most  just  laws: 

16  And  that  they  be  children  of 
the   most    high  and  most   mighty 
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living  God,  who  hath  ordered  the 
kingdom  both  unto  us  and  to  our' 
progenitors  in  the  most  excellent 
manner. 

17  Wherefore  ye  shall  do  well 
not  to  put  in  execution  the  letters 
sent  unto  you  by  Aman  the  son  of 
Amadatha, 

18  For  he,  that  was  the  ■worker  of 
these  things,  is  Iianged  at  the  gates 
of  Susa  with  all  his  family :  God, 
who  ruleth  all  thiiigs,  speedily  ren- 
dering vengeance  to  him  according 
to  his  deserts. 

19  Therefore  ye  shall  publish  the 
copy  of  this  letter  in  all  places, 
that  the  Jews  may  freely  live  after 
their  own  laws. 

20  And  ye  shall  aid  them,  that 
even  the  same  da}',  being  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  the  twelfth  month 
Adar,   they  may    be    avenged  on 


them,  who  in  the  time  of  their  af- 
fliction shall  set  upon  them. 

21  For  Almighty  God  hath  turned 
to  joy  unto  them  the  day,  wherein 
the  chosen  people  should  have  pe- 
rished. 

22  Ye  shall  therefore  among  your 
solemn  feasts  keep  it  an  higli  day 
with  all  feasting : 

23  That  both  now  and  hereafter 
there  may  be  safety  to  us,  and  the 
well  affected  Persians  ;  but  to  tho^e 
which  do  conspire  against  us  a  me- 
morial of  destruction. 

24  Therefore  every  city  and  coun- 
try whatsoever,  which  shall  not  do 
according  to  these  things,  shall  be 
destroyed  without  mercy  with  fire 
and  sword,  and  sliall  be  made  not 
only  unpassable  for  men,  but  also 
most  hateful  to  wild  beasts  and 
fowls  for  ecver. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

2  To  vliom  God  shewelh  himself,  4  and  iHsdom 
herself,  fi-dn  evil  speaier  cutmol  lie  hid.  12 
We  f/rocure  our  own  destruction:  13 /or  God 
created  not  death. 

LOVE  righteoiisness.  ye  that  be 
judges  of  the  earth :  think  of 
the  Lord  with  a  good  (heart,)  and 
in  simplicity  of  heart  seek  him. 

2  For  he  will  be  found  of  them 
that  tempt  him  not ;  and  sheweth 
himself  imto  such  as  do  not  dis- 
trust him. 

3  For  froward  thoughts  separate 
from  God :  and  his  power,  when  it 
is  tried,  reproveth  tlie  unwise. 

4  For  into  a  malicious  soul  wisdom 
shall  not  enter ;  nor  dwell  in  the 
body  that  is  subject  unto  sin. 

5  For  the  holy  spirit  of  discipline 
will  flee  deceit,  and  remove  from 
thoughts  that  are  without  under- 


standing, and  vdll  not  abide  when 
unrighteousness  cometh  in. 

6  For  wisdom  is  a  loving  spirit ; 
and  will  not  acquit  a  blcisi)liemer  of 
his  words  :  for  God  is  witness  of  his 
reins,  and  a  true  beholder  of  his 
heart,  and  a  hearer  of  his  tongue. 

7  For  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  filleth 
the  world :  and  that  which  contain- 
eth  all  things  hath  knowledge  of  th« 
voice. 

8  Therefore  he  that  speaketb  un- 
righteous things  cannot  be  hid : 
neither  shall  vengeance,  when  it 
pvmislieth,  pass  by  him. 

9  For  inquisition  shall  be  made 
into  the  counsels  of  the  ungodly : 
and  the  sound  of  his  words  shall 
come  unto  the  Lord  for  the  mani- 
festation of  his  wicked  deeds. 

10  For  the  ear  of  jealousy  heareth 
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nil  things :  and  the  noise  of  mur- 
murings  is  not  hid. 

11  Tlierefore  beware  of  muiTnur- 
ing,  which  is  unprofitable  ;  and  re- 
frain your  tongue  from  backbiting : 
for  there  is  no  word  so  secret,  that 
Khali  go  for  nought :  and  tlie  mouth 
that  belieth  slayetli  the  soul. 

12  Seek  not  death  in  the  error  of 
your  life :  and  pull  not  upon  your- 
selves destniction  with  the  works  of 
your  hands. 

13  For  God  made  not  death  :  nei- 
ther hath  he  pleasure  in  the  de- 
struction of  the  living. 

14  For  he  created  all  things,  that 
they  might  have  their  being:  and 
the  generations  of  the  world  were 
healthful ;  and  there  is  no  poison  of 
destniction  in  them,  nor  the  king- 
dom of  death  upon  the  earth : 

15  (For  righteousness  is  immca*- 
tal:) 

16  But  ungodly  men  with  their 
works  and  words  called  it  to  them : 
for  when  they  thought  to  have  it 
their  friend,  they  consumed  to 
nought,  and  made  a  covenant  with 
it,  because  they  ai'e  worthy  to  take 
part  with  it. 

CHAPTER  n. 

1  The  wicked  think  this  life  short,  6  and  of  no 
oth^r  after  this :  6  therefoie  they  teiU  take 
their  pleasure  in  this,  10  ami  conspire  against 
the  just.  21  What  that  is  which  doth  blind 
them, 

FOR  the  ungodly  said,  reasoning 
with  themselves,  but  not  aright. 
Our  life  is  short  and  tedious,  and  in 
the  death  of  a  man  there  is  no  le- 
medy :  neither  was  there  any  man 
known  to  have  returned  from  the 
grave. 

2  For  we  are  bom  at  all  adven- 
ture: and  we  sball  be  hereafter  as 
tliough  we  liad  never  been  :  for  the 
bieath  in  our  nostrils  is  as  smoke, 
and  a  little  spaik  in  the  moving  of 
our  heart : 


3  "Which  being  extinguished,  our 
body  shall  be  tunied  into  ashes,  and 
our  spirit  shall  \anish  as  the  soit 
air, 

4  And  our  name  shall  be  forgotten 
in  time,  and  no  man  sliall  have  our 
works  in  remembrance,  and  our  life 
shall  pass  away  as  tlie  tmce  of  a 
cloud,,  and  shall  be  dL»>persed  as  a 
inist,  that  is  driven  away  with  the 
beams  of  the  sun,  and  overcome  with 
the  heat  thereof. 

6  For  our  time  is  a  very  shadow 
that  passeth  away ;  and  after  our 
end  there  is  no  returning :  for  it  is 
fast  sealed,  so  that  no  man  comcth 
again. 

6  Come  on  therefore,  let  us  enjoy 
th-e  good  things  that  are  present: 
and  let  us  speedily  use  the  crea- 
tures like  as  in  youth. 

7  Let  us  fill  ourselves  with  cos-tly 
wine  and  ointments :  and  let  no 
flower  of  the  spring  pass  by  us : 

8  Let  us  crowTi  ourselves  with 
rosebuds,  before  they  be  withered  : 

9  Let  none  of  us  go  without  his 
part  of  our  voluptuousness  :  let  us 
leave  tokens  of  our  joyfulness  in 
every  place :  for  this  is  our  portion, 
and  our  lot  is  this. 

10  Let  us  oppress  the  poor  right- 
eous man,  let  us  not  spare  the  wi- 
dow, nor  reverence  the  ancient  gray 
hairs  of  tlie  aged. 

11  Let  our  strength  be  the  law  of 
justice  :  for  tliat  which  is  feeble  is 
found  to  be  nothing  worth. 

12  Tlierefore  let  us  lie  in  wait  for 
the  1  ighteous  ;  be(»iuse  he  is  not  for 
our  turn,  and  he  is  clean  contrary 
to  our  doings :  he  upliraideth  us 
■with  our  offending  the  law,  and  ob- 
jecteth  to  our  infamy  the  transgress- 
ings  of  our  education. 

13  He  profes-seth  to  have  the 
knowledge  of  God :  and  he  calleth 
himself  the  child  of  the  Lord. 
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14  He  was  made  to  reprove  our 
tliooghts.  I 

15  He  is  grievous  raito  us  even 
to  behold :  fur  his  life  is  not  like  ' 
other  men's,  his  waj^  are  of  an- 
other &shion. 

16  We  are  esteemed  of  him  as  | 
counterfeits :     he   al><?taineth    from  | 
our  ways  as  from  filthiness :  he  pro- 
nounceth  the  end  of  the  just  to  be 
blessed,  and  maketh  Ms  boast  that 
God  is  liis  father. 

17  Let  us  see  if  his  words  be  true : 
and  let  us  prove  what  shall  happen 
in  the  end  of  him. 

18  For  if  the  inst  man  be  the 
pon  of  God,  he  will  help  him,  and 
deliver  him  from  the  hand  of  his 
enemies. 

19  Let  tjs  examine  him  with  de- 
Fpitefulness  and  torture,  that  we 
may  know  his  meekness,  and  prove 
hLs  patience. 

20  Let  us  condemn  him  with  a 
shameful  death  :  for  by  his  own 
saying  he  shall  be  respected. 

21  Such  things  they  did  imagine, 
and  were  deceived :  for  their  own 
wickednes?  hath  blinded  them. 

22  As  for  the  mysteries  of  God, 
they  knew  them  not :  neitlser  hoped 
they  for  the  wages  of  righteousness, 
nor  discerned  a  reward  for  blame- 
IcH^  .souls. 

23  For  God  cre.ited  man  to  be 
immortal,  and  made  him  to  be  an 
image  of  his  own  eternity. 

24  Nevertheless  thiough  envy  of 
the  devil  came  death  into  the  world : 
and  they  tliat  do  hold  of  liis  side  do 
find  it. 

CHAPTER  m. 

1  The  godif  are  happg  in  their  death,  5  amd  in 
their  IroibU* :  10  the  fieked  are  not,  mor  their 
chiltrtn :  13  but  they  that  ere  jmre  are  happf, 
tl.nngh  thrf  hate  no  rhildrm :  16  for  Ike 
aduiUrer  and  kia  tttd  Aatt  perish, 

BUT   the   souls  of  the  righte- 
ous are  in  the  hand  of  God, 


and  there  shall  no  torment  touch 
tiitm. 

2  In  the  sight  of  the  nnwise  they 
seemed  to  die  :  and  their  departure 
is  taken  for  misery, 

3  And  their  going  from  us  to  be 
utter  destruction ;  but  they  are  in 
peace. 

4  For  though  they  be  punished  in 
the  right  of  men,  yet  is  their  hope 
full  of  immortality. 

5  And  having  been  a  little  chas- 
tised, they  shall  be  greatly  reward- 
ed: for  God  proved  them,  and  found 
them  wonhy  for  himself. 

6  As  gold  in  the  furnace  hath  he 
tried  them,  and  received  them  as  a 
burnt  offering. 

7  And  in  tlie  time  of  their  visita- 
tion they  shall  shine,  and  run  to  and 
fro  like  sparks  among  tlie  stubble. 

8  They  shall  judge  the  nations,  and 
have  dominion  over  the  people,  and 
their  Lord  shall  reign  for  ever. 

9  Tliey  that  put  their  trust  in 
him  shall  understand  tlie  tnith : 
and  such  as  be  faithful  in  love 
shall  abide  with  him :  for  grace  and 
mercy  is  to  his  saints,  and  he  hath 
care  ibr  his  elect. 

10  But  the  ungodly  shall  be  pu- 
nished according  to  their  own  ima- 
ginations, which  have  neglecttd  the 
righteous,  and  for.-aken  the  Lord. 

11  For  whoso  despketh  wisdom 
and  nurture,  he  is  miserable,  and 
their  hope  is  vain,  their  labours 
nnfraittul,  and  their  works  unpro- 
fitable : 

12  Their  wives  are  foolish,  and 
their  children  wicked : 

13  Their  ofisj:>ring  is  cursed. 
Wherefoie  blessed  is  the  barren 
that  is  nndefiled,  which  hath  not 
known  the  sinful  bed :  she  shall 
have  fruit  in  the  visitation  of  soul*. 

14  And  blessed  is  the  eunuch, 
which  with  his  hands  hath  wi-ought 
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no  iniquity,  nor  imagined  wicked 
things  against  God :  for  unto  liiin 
shall  be  given  the  special  gift  of 
faith,  and  an  inheritance  in  the 
teniplu  of  the  Lord  more  acceptable 
to  his  mind. 

15  For  glorious  is  the  fruit  of  good 
labours :  and  the  root  of  wisdom 
shall  never  full  away. 

16  As  for  Ihe  children  of  adul- 
terers, they  sliall  not  ciome  to  their 
perfection,  and  the  seed  of  an  un- 
righteous bed  shall  be  rooted  out. 

17  For  though  they  live  long,  yet 
shall  they  bo  nothing  regarded : 
and  their  last  age  shall  be  without 
honour. 

18  Or,  if  they  die  quickly,  they 
liave  no  hope,  neither  comfort  in 
the  day  of  trial. 

19  For  horable  is  the  end  of  the 
unrighteous  generation. 

CHAPTER  rV^. 

1  The  chaste  man  shall  be  orounied.  3  Ba»tat>d 
di^  shall  not  thtiie.  6  They  shall  teilness  a- 
gatnst  thdr parents.  7  The  jvst  die  i/onng.a«d 
are  hapim.  19  The  miserable  end  of  the  wicked. 

BETTER  it  is  to  have  no  chil- 
dren, and  to  have  virtue  :  for 
the  memorial  thereof  is  immortal : 
l)ecause  it  is  known  with  God,  and 
with  men. 

2  When  it  is  present,  men  take 
example  at  it ;  and  when  it  is  gone, 
tliey  desire  it:  it  weareth  a  crown, 
and  triumpheth  for  ever,  having 
gotten  the  victory,  striving  for  un- 
defiled  rewaids. 

3  But  the  multiplying  brood  of  tJie 
ungodly  shall  not  thrive,  nor  take 
deep  rooting  from  ba.-tard  slips,  nor 
lay  any  fast  foundation. 

4  For  though  they  flourish  in 
brandies  for  a  time;  yet  standing 
not  fast,  they  shall  be  shaken  with 
the  wind,  and  through  the  force  of 
Avinds  thuy  shall  be  rooted  out. 

5  '1  he  imperfect  branches  shall  be 
broken  off,  tlieir  fiuit  unprofitable, 


not  ripe  to  eat,  yea,  meet  for  no- 
thing. 

6  For  children  begotten  of  unlaw- 
ful beds  are  witnesses  of  wickedness 
against  their  parents  in  tlieir  trial. 

7  But  though  the  righteous  be 
prevented  with  death,  yet  shall  he 
be  in  rest. 

8  For  honourable  age  is  not  tl  at 
which  standeth  in  length  of  time, 
nor  that  is  measured  by  number  of 
years. 

9  But  wisdom  is  the  gray  hair 
unto  men,  and  an  unspotted  life  is 
old  age. 

10  He  pleased  God,  and  was  be- 
loved of  him  :  so  that  living  among 
sinners  he  was  translated. 

11  Yea,  speedily  was  ho  taken 
away,  lest  that  wickedness  should 
alter  his  understanding,  or  deceit 
beguile  liis  soul. 

12  For  the  bewitching  of  na.ughti- 
ness  doth  obscure  things  that  are 
honest ;  and  the  wandeiing  of  con- 
cupiscence doth  undennine  tJie  dai- 
ple  mind. 

13  He,  being  made  perfect  in  a 
short  time,  fulfilled  a  long  time : 

14:  For  his  soul  pleaded  the  Loi-d: 
therefore  hasted  he  to  take  him 
away  from  among  the  wicked. 

15  This  the  people  saw,  and  un- 
derstood it  not,  neither  laid  they 
up  this  in  their  minds,  That  his 
grace  and  mercy  is  with  his  saints, 
and  that  he  hath  respect  unto  his 
chosen. 

16  Thus  the  righteous  that  is  dead 
shall  condemn  the  ungodly  which 
are  living ;  and  youth  that  is  soon 
perfected  tJie  many  years  and  ohl 
age  of  the  unrighteous. 

17  For  they  shall  see  the  end  of 
the  wise,  and  shall  not  understand 
Avhat  God  in  his  counsel  hath  de- 
creed of  him,  and  to  what  end  the 
Lord  hath  set  him  in  safety. 
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18  Tliey  8hall  see  liim,  and  despise 
Iiim;  but  God  shall  laugli  them  to 
scorn :  and  tliey  shall  here<tfter  he  a 
vile  carcase,  and  a  reproach  among 
the  dead  for  evermore. 

19  For  he  shall  rend  them,  and 
cast  tjiem  down  headlong,  that  they 
shall  be  speechle.-s ;  and  he  shall 
sliake  them  from  the  foundation  ; 
and  they  shall  be  utterly  laid  waste, 
and  be  in  sorrow  ;  and  their  memo- 
rial sliall  perLsh. 

20  And  when  they  cast  up  the  ac- 
count-s  of  their  sins,  they  shall  come 
■with  fear  :  and  their  own  iniquities 
shall  convince  them  to  their  face. 

CHAPTER  V. 

1  3%e  wicled  shall  tconder  at  the  ffodlp,  4  and 
confess  their  error,  S  and  the  muitp  of  their 
tires.  15  God  trill  rticard  the  juU,  17  aiid  icur 
against  the  tcicked, 

THEN  shall  the  righteous  man 
stand  in  great  boldness  before 
the  face  of  sticIi  as  have  afflicted 
him,  and  made  no  account  of  his 
labours. 

2  When  they  see  it,  they  shall  be 
troubled  witii  terrible  fear,  and  shall 
be  amazed  at  the  strangeness  of  his 
salvation,  so  far  beyond  all  that  they 
looked  for. 

3  And  they  repenting  and  groan- 
ing for  anguish  of  spirit  shall  say 
vithiu  themselves,  This  was  he, 
■whom  we  had  sometimes  in  deri- 
sion, and  a  proverb  of  reproach  : 

4  We  fools  accounted  his  life 
madness,  and  his  end  to  be  with- 
out honoui" : 

5  How  is  lie  numbered  among 
the  children  of  God,  and  his  lot  is 
among  the  saints ! 

6  Therefore  have  we  erred  from 
the  way  of  truth,  and  the  light  of 
righteousness  hath  not  shined  unto 
us,  and  tlie  sun  of  righteousn^s 
rose  not  upon  us. 

7  We  wearied  ourselves  in  the 
way  of  wickedness  and  destruction : 


yea,  we  have  gone  through  deserts, 
where  there  lay  no  way :  but  as 
for  the  way  of  the  Lord,  we  have 
not  known  it. 

8  What  hath  pride  profited  us? 
or  what  good  hath  riches  with  our 
vaunting  brought  usi 

9  All  those  things  are  passed  away 
like  a  shadow,  and  as  a  post  that 
hasted  by ; 

10  And  as  a  ship  that  passeth 
over  the  waves  of  the  water,  which 
when  it  is  gone  by,  the  trace  there- 
of cannot  be  foimd,  neither  tlie 
pathway  of  the  keel  in  the  waves ; 

11  Or  as  when  a  bird  hath  flown 
through  the  air,  there  is  no  token  of 
her  way  to  be  fomid,  but  the  light 
air  being  beaten  with  the  stroke  of 
her  wings,  and  parted  with  the  vio- 
lent noise  and  motion  of  them,  is 
passed  through,  and  therein  after- 
wards no  sign  where  she  ■went  is  to 
be  found ; 

12  Or  like  as  when  an  arrow  is 
shot  at  a  mark,  it  parteth  the  air, 
which  immediately  cometh  together 
again,  so  that  a  man  cannot  know 
where  it  went  through : 

13  Even  so  we  in  like  manner,  as 
soon  as  we  were  bom,  began  to  draw- 
to  our  end,  and  had  no  sign  of  vir- 
tue to  shew  ;  but  were  consumed  in 
our  own  wickedness. 

14  For  the  hope  of  the  ungodly  is 
like  dust  that  is  blown  away  wiUi 
the  wind ;  like  a  thin  froth  that  is 
driven  away  with  the  storm;  like 
as  the  smoke  ■which  is  dispersed 
here  and  there  ■with  a  tempest,  and 
passeth  away  as  the  remembrance 
of  a  guest  that  tarrieth  but  a  day. 

15  But  the  righteous  live  for  ever- 
more ;  their  reward  also  is  with  the 
Lord,  and  the  care  of  them  is  with 
the  most  High. 

16  Therefore  shall  they  receive  a 
glorious  kingdom,  and  a  beautiful 
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crown  from  the  Lord's  hand  :  for 
with  his  right  hand  shall  he  cover 
tfiem,  and  with  his  arm  shall  he 
^jrotect  them. 

17  He  shall  take  to  him  his  jea- 
lousy for  complete  armour,  and 
make  the  creature  his  weapon  for 
the  revenge  of  his  enemies. 

18  He  shall  put  on  righteousness 
as  a  breastplate,  and  true  judgment 
jjistead  of  an  helmet 

19  He  shall  take  holiness  for  an 
invincible  shield. 

20  His  severe  wrath  shall  he 
sharpen  for  a  s"\vord,  and.tlie  world 
shall  fight  with  him  against  the 
unwise. 

21  Then  shall  the  right  aiming 
thunderbolts  go  abroad;  and  I'rom 
the  clouds,  as  from  a  well  drawn 
bow,  shall  they  fly  to  the  mark. 

22  And  hailstones  full  of  wrath 
shall  l)e  cast  as  out  of  a  stone  bow, 
and  the  water  of  the  sea  shall  rage 
against  them,  and  the  floods  shall 
cruelly  drown  them. 

23  Yea,  a  mighty  wind  shall  stand 
up  again'^t  them,  and  like  a  storm 
shall  blow  tliera  away :  thus  ini- 
quity shall  lay  waste  the  whole 
earth,  and  ill  dealing  shall  over- 
throw the  thrones  of  the  mighty, 

CHAPTER  VI. 

1  Kings  must  give  ear.  3  TTiey  have  tlieirpotcer 
from  God,  5  who  mil  not  spire  them.  12  Wis- 
rlom  is  soonfomtd.  21  Piiiices  mtist  seek  for 
it :  2t  for  a  uHse  prince  is  (he  stay  of  hit 
lieople. 

HEAR  therefore,  0  ye  kings, 
and  understand ;  learn,  ye 
tliat  be  judges  of  the  ends  of  the 
earth. 

2  Give  ear,  ye  that  rule  the  peo- 
ple, and  glory  in  the  multitude  of 
nations. 

3  For  power  is  given  you  of 
the  Lord,  and  sovereignty  from  the 
Highest,  who  shall  try  your  works, 
and  seaj-ch  out  your  counsels. 


4  Because,  being  ministers  of  liis 
kingdom,  ye  have  not  judged  aright, 
nor  kept  the  law,  nor  walked  after 
the  counsel  of  God  ; 

5  Horribly  and  speedily  shall  he 
come  upon  you:  for  a  sharp  judg- 
ment shall  be  to  them  that  be  in 
high  places. 

6  For  mercy  will  soon  pardon  tlio 
meanest :  but  mighty  men  shall  be 
mightily  tormented. 

7  For  he  which  is  Lord  over  all 
shall  fear  no  man's  pei-son,  neither 
shall  he  stand  in  awe  of  any  man's 
greatness :  for  he  hath  made  the 
small  and  gi'eat,  and  careth  for  all 
alike. 

8  But  a  sore  trial  shall  come  upon 
the  mighty. 

9  Unto  you  therefore,  0  kings,  do 
I  speak,  that  ye  may  leani  wisdom, 
and  not  fall  away. 

10  For  tliey  that  keep  holiness 
holily  shall  be  judged  holy:  and 
they  that  have  learned  such  thuigs 
shall  find  what  to  ans-wcr. 

11  ^Vherefore  set  your  affection 
upon  my  words ;  desire  them,  and 
ye  shall  be  instructed. 

12  Wisdom  is  glorious,  and  never 
fadeth  away :  yea,  she  is  easily  seen 
of  them  that  love  her,  and  found  of 
such  as  seek  her. 

13  She  preventeththem  that  desire 
her,  in  making  herself  first  known 
unto  them. 

14  Whoso  seeketh  her  early  shall 
have  no  great  travail :  for  he  shall 
find  her  sitting  at  his  doors. 

15  To  think  therefore  upon  her  is 
perfection  of  wisdom :  and  whoso 
watcheth  for  her  shall  quickly  be 
without  care. 

16  For  she  goeth  about  seekin^r 
such  as  are  worthy  of  her,  sheweth 
herself  favourably  unto  them  in  the 
ways,  and  meeteth  them  in  every 
thought. 
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17  For  the  Viiy  true  b*  ginning  of  j 
lier  is  the  desire  of  discipline ;  and  ■ 
the  care  of  discipline  is  love  ; 

18  And  love  is   the  keeping  of 
her  laws  ;  and  the  giving  heed  unto 
her  laws  is  tlie   assurance  of  in-  i 
corruption ; 

19  And  incorruption  maketh  us  j 
near  unto  God : 

20  Therefore  tlie  desire  of  wisdom 
hringeth  to  a  kingdom. 

21  If  your  delight  be  then  in 
tlirones  and  sceptres,  0  ye  kings  of 
llic  people,  honour  wisdom,  that  ye 
may  reign  for  evermore. 

22  As  for  wisdom,  wliat  she  is,  and 
how  she  came  up,  I  will  tell  you, 
and  will  not  hide  mysteries  from 
you :  but  will  seek  her  out  from 
the  beginning  of  lier  nativity,  and 
bring  the  knowledge  of  lier  into 
liglit,  and  will  not  pass  over  the 
tnith. 

23  Neither  will  I  go  witli  con- 
smning  envy ;  for  such  a  man  shall 
have  no  fellowship  with  wisdom. 

24  But  the  multitude  of  the  wise 
is  the  welfare  of  tlie  world :  and  a 
wise  king  is  the  upholding  of  the 
people. 

25  Beceive  therefore  instruction 
through  my  words,  and  it  shall  do 
you  good. 

CHAPTER  Vn. 

1  All  ni«n  hat«  their  bej/inning  and  end  aliJce. 
f  lie  pre/erred  icisdom  Mare  aU  things  else. 
Jo  Gixl  gate  him  aU  the  knowledge  vihi<A  he 
had,   22  Tlie  praise  of  uisdom. 

I^rySELF  also  am  a  mortal  man, 
like  to  all,  and  the  off:^pring  of 
liim  that  was  first  made  of  the 
t*arth, 

2  And  in  my  motlier's  womb  was 
fasliioned  to  be  flesh  in  the  time 
of  ten  months,  being  compac'ted  in 
blood,  of  the  seed  of  man,  and  the 
pleasure  that  came  with  sleep, 

3  And  when  I  was  bom,  I  drew  in 
tlie  common  air,  and  fell  upon  the 


earth,  which  is  of  like  nature,  ajid 
the  first  voice  which  I  uttered  was 
crying,  as  all  others  do. 

4  I  was  nursed  in  swaddling 
clothes,  and  that  with  cares. 

5  For  there  is  no  king  that  had 
any  other  beginning  of  birth. 

6  For  all  men  have  one  entrance 
into  life,  and  the  like  going  out. 

7  Wherefore  I  prayed,  and  under- 
standing was  given  me  :  I  called 
upon  God,  and  the  spirit  of  wisdom 
came  to  me. 

8  I  preferred  her  before  sceptres 
and  thrones,  and  esteemed  riches 
nothing  in  comparison  of  her. 

9  Neither  compared  I  unto  her 
any  precious  stone,  because  all  gold 
in  respect  of  her  is  as  a  little  sand, 
and  silver  shall  be  counted  as  clay 
before  her. 

10  I  loved  her  above  health  and 
beauty,  and  chose  to  have  her  in- 
stead of  light :  for  the  light  that 
Cometh  from  her  never  goeth  out. 

11  All  good  things  together  came 
to  me  with  her,  and  imiiunerable 
riches  in  her  hands. 

12  And  I  rejoiced  in  tJiem  all,  be- 
cause wisdom  goeth  before  them  : 
and  I  knew  not  that  she  was  the 
mother  of  them. 

13  I  learned  diligently,  and  do 
commimicate  her  liberally :  I  do  not 
hide  her  riches. 

14  For  she  is  a  treasure  unto 
men  that  never  faileth  :  which  they 
that  use  become  the  friends  of  God, 
being  commended  for  the  gifts  thai 
come  from  learning. 

15  God  hath  granted  me  to  speak 
as  I  would,  and  to  conceive  as  is 
meet  for  the  things  that  are  given 
me :  because  it  is  he  that  leadeth 
unto  wisdom,  and  direct eth  the  wise. 

16  For  in  his  hand  are  both  we 
and  our  words ;  all  wi.<dom  also, 
and  knowledge  of  workmanship. 
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17  For  he  hath  given  mo.  certain 
knowledge  of  the  things  that  are, 
namely,  to  know  how  the  world 
■was  made,  and  the  operation  of  the 
elements : 

18  The  beginning,  ending,  and 
midst  of  the  times:  the  alterations 
of  the  turning  of  the  sun,  and  the 
change  of  seabons : 

19  The  circuits  of  years,  and  the 
positions  of  stars : 

20  The  natures  of  living  creatures, 
and  the  furies  of  wild  beasts :  the 
violence  of  winds,  and  the  reason- 
ings of  men :  the  diversities  of 
plants,  and  the  virtues  of  roots ; 

21  And  all  such  things  as  are 
either  secret  or  manifest,  them  I 
know. 

22  For  wisdom,  which  is  the  work- 
er of  all  things,  taught  me :  for  in 
her  is  an  understanding  spirit,  holy, 
one  only,  manifold,  subtil,  lively, 
clear,  undefiled,  plain,  not  subject 
to  hurt,  loving  the  thing  that  is 
good,  quick,  which  cannot  be  letted, 
ready  to  do  good, 

23  Kind  to  man,  stedfasf,  sure, 
free  from  care,  having  all  power, 
overseeing  all  things,  and  going 
through  all  understanding,  i^ure, 
and  most  subtil,  spirits. 

24  For  wisdom  is  more  moving 
than  any  motion :  she  passeth  and 
goeth  through  all  things  by  reason 
of  her  pm-eness. 

25  For  she  is  the  breath  of  the 
power  of  God,  and  a  pure  influence 
flowing  from  the  glory  of  the  Al- 
mighty: therefore  can  no  defiled 
thing  fall  into  her. 

26  For  she  is  the  brightness  of 
the  everlasting  light,  the  unspotted 
mirror  of  the  power  of  God,  and 
the  image  of  his  goodness. 

27  And  being  but  one,  she  can  do 
all  things:  and  remaining  in  herself, 
sJie  maketh  all  things  new :  and  in 


all  ages  entering  into  holy  souls,  she 
maketh  them  friends  of  God,  and 
prophets. 

28  For  God  loveth  none  but  him 
that  dwelleth  with  wisdom. 

29  For  she  is  more  beautiful  than 
the  sun,  and  above  all  the  order 
of  stars :  being  compared  with  the 
light,  she  is  found  before  it. 

30  For  after  this  cometh  night : 
but  vice  shall  not  prevail  against 
wisdom. 

CHAPTER  VIII. 

2  He  is  in  love  icUh  msdom:  i/or  he  that  hath 
it  hath  every  good  thiitg.  21  It  cannot  he  had 
but  from  God. 

TTTISDOM   reacheth    from    one 
^^    end  to  another  mightily :  and 
sweetly  doth  she  order  all  things. 

2  I  loved  her,  and  sought  Jier  out 
from  my  youth,  I  desiied  to  make 
her  my  spouse,  and  I  was  a  lover  ot 
her  beauty. 

3  In  that  she  is  conversant  with 
God,  she  magnifieth  her  nobility: 
yea,  the  Lord  of  all  things  himself 
loved  her. 

4  For  she  is  privy  to  the  myste- 
ries of  the  knowledge  of  God,  asd  a 
lover  of  his  works. 

5  If  riches  be  a  possession  to  he 
desired  in  this  life;  what  is  rich- 
er than  wisdom,  that  worketh  all 
things  ? 

6  And  if  prudence  work  ;  who  of 
all  that  are  is  a  more  cunning  work- 
man than  she  1 

7  And  if  a  man  love  righteons- 
ness,  her  labours  are  virtues:  for 
she  teacheth  temperance  and  pru- 
dence, justice  and  fortitude :  which 
are  such  things,  as  men  can  have 
nothing  more  profitable  in  their 
life. 

8  If  a  man  desire  much  experi- 
ence, she  knoweth  things  of  old, 
and  conjectureth  ari^jht  what  is  to 
come :  she  knoweth  the  subtilties 
of  speeches,  and  can  expound  dark 
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sentences :  she  foreseelh  signs  and 
wonders,  and  the  events  of  seasons 
and  times. 

9  Therefore  I  purposed  to  take 
her  to  me  to  live  with  me,  knowing 
that  she  would  be  a  c-ounseUor  of 
good  things,  and  a  cranfort  in  cares 
and  grief. 

10  For  her  sake  I  shall  have  esti- 
mation among  the  multitude,  and 
honoTir  with  the  elders,  though  I 
be  young.  ! 

Ill  shall  be  fotrnd  of  a  quick  ■ 
conceit  in  judgment,  and  shall  be 
admired  in  the  sight  of  great  men. 

12  ^^'hen  I  hold  my  tongue,  they 
>hall  bide  my  leisure,  and  when  I 
speak,  they  shall  give  good  ear  unto  i 
me :  if  I  talk  much,  they  shall  lay  j 
their  hands  npon  their  mouth.  | 

13  iloreover  by  the  means  of  her 
I  shall  obtain  inmiortality,  and  leave 
behind  me  an  everlasting  memc*ial 
to  them  that  come  after  me. 

14  I  shall  set  the  pe<^ple  in  onier, 
and  the  nations  shall  be  subject 
unto  me.  i 

15  Horrible  tyrants  shall  be  afraid, 
when  they  do  but  hear  of  me ;  I 
shall  be  found  good  among  the  mul- 
titude, and  valiant  in  war. 

16  After  I  am  come  into  mine 
h'^use,  I  will  repose  myself  with 
her:  for  her  conversation  hath  no 
bitterness ;  and  to  live  with  her 
hath  no  sorrow,  but  mirth  and  joy. 

17  Now-  when  I  considered  these 
i lings    in    myself,    and    pondered 

;uem  in  my  heart,  how  that  to  be 
allied  unto  wisdom  is  immOTtality; 

18  And  great  pleasure  it  is  to 
have  her  friendship :  and  in  the 
works  of  her  hands  are  infinite 
riches ;  and  in  the  exercise  of  con- 
ference with  her,  priKlence  ;  and  in 
talking  with  her,  a  good  report ;  I 
went  about  seeking  how  to  take  her 
to  me.  •  ; 


19  For  I  was  a  witty  child,  and 
had  a  good  spirit. 

20  Yea  rather,  being  good,  I  came 
into  a  body  undefiled. 

21  Nevertheless,  when  I  perceived 
that  I  could  not  otherwise  obtain 
her,  except  God  gave  her  me  ;  and 
that  was  a  point  of  wisdcMn  also  to 
know  whose  gift  she  was  ;  I  prayed 
unto  the  I>ord,  and  besought  him, 
and  with  my  whole  heart  I  said, 

CHAPTER  IX. 

1  Arrayer  nato  Gcd  for  hU  irUdom,  S  nilhoii 
trfiich  the  bett  man  it  uolhiny  vroiik,  Uaft- 
ther  can  he  teB  hotc  to  pieate  God. 

OGOD  of  my  fathers,  and  Lord 
of  mercy,  who  hast  made  all 
things  with  thy  word, 

2  And  ordained  man  through  thy 
wisdom,  that  he  should  have  domi- 
nion over  the  creatures  which  thou 
hast  made, 

3  And  order  the  world  accordire; 
to  equity  and  righteousness,  and 
execute  judgment  with  an  upright 
heart : 

4  Give  me  wisdom,  that  sitteth  by 
thy  throne ;  and  reject  me  not  from 
among  thy  children : 

o  For  I  thy  servant  and  son  of 
thine  handmaid  am  a  feeble  person, 
and  of  a  short  time,  and  loo  young 
for  the  understanding  of  judgment 
and  laws. 

6  For  thouiih  a  man  be  never  so 
perfect  among  the  children  of  men, 
yet  if  thy  wi<dom  le  not  with  him, 
he  shall  be  nothing  regarded. 

7  Thou  hast  chosen  me  lo  be  a 
king  of  thy  people,  and  a  judge  of 
thy  sons  and  daughters : 

8  Thou  hast  conunanded  me  to 
build  a  temple  upon  thy  holy 
mount,  and  an  altar  in  the  city 
wherein  thou  dwellest,  a  resem- 
blance of  the  holy  tabernacle, 
which  thou  hast  prepared  from  the 
beginning. 
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9  And  wisdom  was  with  tbee  : 
■which  knowelh  thy  works,  and 
•was  present  when  thou  madest  the 
world,  and  knew  what  was  accept- 
able in  thy  sight,  and  right  in  thy 
commandments. 

10  0  send  her  out  of  thy  holy  hea- 
vens, and  from  the  throne  of  thy 
glory,  that  being  present  she  may 
lalxjur  with  me,  that  I  may  know 
what  is  pleasing  unto  thee. 

11  For  she  knoweth  and  under- 
Btaudeth  all  things,  and  she  shall 
lead  me  soberly  in  my  doings,  and 
preserve  me  in  her  power. 

12  So  shall  my  works  be  accept- 
able, and  then  shall  I  judge  thy 
people  righteously,  and  be  worthy 
to  sit  in  my  father's  seat. 

13  For  what  man  is  he  that  can 
know  the  counsel  of  God  ?  or  who 
can  think  what  the  will  of  the 
Lord  is? 

14  For  the  thoughts  of  mortal  men 
are  miserable,  and  our  devices  are 
but  uncertain. 

35  For  the  corruptible  body  press- 
eth  down  the  soul,  and  the  earthy 
tabernacle  weigheth  down  the  mind 
that  museth  upon  many  things. 

16  And  hardly  do  we  guess  aright 
at  things  that  are  upon  earth,  and 
with  labour  do  we  find  the  things 
that  are  before  us :  but  the  things 
that  are  in  heaven  who  hath  search- 
ed out? 

17  A  nd  thy  counsel  who  hath  known , 
except  thou  give  wisdom,  and  send 
thy  Holy  Spirit  from  above  ? 

18  For  so  the  ways  of  them  which 
lived  on  the  earth  were  reformed, 
and  men  were  taught  the  things 
that  are  pleasing  imto  thee,  and 
were  saved  through  wisdom. 

CHAPTER  X. 


X  What  irisdom  did  for  Adam,  4  JVoe,  6  Abra- 
ham, 6  Lot,  arul  againtt  the  Jive  eilies,  10 
for  Jncob,  13  Joseph,  16  Moeei,  17  and  the 


JtraelUet. 


SHE  preserved  the  first  formed 
father  of  the  world,  that  was 
created  alone,  and  brought  him  out 
of  his  fall, 

2  And  gave  him  power  to  rule 
all  things. 

3  But  when  the  unrighteous  went 
away  from  her  in  his  anger,  ho 
perished  also  in  the  fury  wherewith 
he  murdered  his  brothei-. 

4  For  wliose  cause  the  earth  be- 
ing drowned  with  the  flood,  wisdom 
again  preserved  it,  and  directed  tlie 
course  of  the  righteous  in  a  piece 
of  wood  of  small  value. 

5  Moreover,  the  nations  in  their 
wicked  conspiracy  being  confound- 
ed, she  found  out  the  righteous, 
and  preserved  him  blameless  unto 
God,  and  kept  him  strong  against 
his  tender  compassion  toward  his 
son. 

6  When  the  ungodly  perished,  she 
delivered  the  righteous  man,  who 
fled  fiom  the  fire  which  fell  down 
upon  the  five  cities. 

7  Of  whose  wickedness  even  to 
this  day  the  waste  land  that  smok- 
eth  is  a  testimony,  and  plants  bear- 
ing fruit  that  never  come  to  ripe- 
ness :  and  a  standing  pillar  of  salt 
is  a  monument  of  au  unbelieving 
soul. 

8  For  regarding  not  wisdom,  they 
gat  not  only  this  hurt,  that  they 
knew  not  the  things  which  were 
good ;  but  also  left  behind  them 
to  the  world  a  memorial  of  their 
foolishness  :  so  that  in  the  things 
wherein  they  offended  they  could 
not  so  much  as  be  hid. 

9  But  wisdom  delivered  from  pain 
those  that  attended  upon  her. 

10  When  the  righteous  fled  from 
his  biother's  wiath,  she  guided  him 
in  right  paths,  shewed  him  the  king- 
dom of  God,  and  gave  him  know- 
ledge of  holy  things,  made  him  rich 
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in  his  travels,  and  multiplied  the 
fruit  of  his  labours. 

11  In  the  ccivetousness  of  such  as 
oppressed  him  she  stood  by  him, 
and  made  him  rich. 

12  She  defended  him  fiom  his  ene- 
mies, and  kept  him  safe  from  those 
that  lay  in  wait,  and  in  a  sore  con- 
flict she  gave  him  the  victory  ;  that 
he  might  know  that  godliness  is 
stronger  than  all. 

13  When  the  righteous  was  sold, 
she  forsook  him  not,  but  delivered 
him  from  sin  :  she  went  do^vn  with 
him  into  the  pit, 

14  And  left  him  not  in  bonds,  till 
she  brought  him  the  scoptie  of  the 
kingdom,  and  power  against  those 
that  oppressed  him :  as  for  them 
that  had  accused  him,  f-he  shewed 
them  to  be  liars,  and  gave  him  per- 
petual glory. 

15  She  delivered  the  righteous 
people  and  blameless  seed  from  the 
nation  that  oppressed  them. 

16  She  entered  into  the  soul  of 
the  servant  of  the  Lord,  and  with- 
stood dreadful  kings  in  wonders  and 
tigns ; 

17  Eendered  to  the  righteous  a  re- 
ward of  their  labours,  guided  them 
in  a  marvellous  way,  and  was  unto 
them  for  a  cover  by  day,  and  a  light 
of  stars  in  the  night  season  ; 

18  Brought  them  through  the  Eed 
Pea,  and  led  them  through  much 
water : 

19  Biit  phe  drowned  their  enemies, 
and  cast  them  up  out  of  the  bottom 
of  the  deep. 

20  Therefore  the  righteous  spoiled 
the  ungodly,  and  praised  thy  holy 
name,  0  Lord,  and  magnifi^  with 
fTie  accord  thine  hand,  that  fought 
for  them. 

21  For  wisdom  opened  the  mouth 
of  the  dumb,  and  made  the  tongues 
oi  them  that  cannot  speak  eloquent. 


CHAPTER  XL 

6  The  Egyptians  were  pttnished,  and  (he  Iirael- 
ites  reseivcd  in  the  savie  thing.  15  Tliey  inre 
pl'igued  by  the  same  things  wherein  they  «t»«- 
ited.  17  God  could  have  destroyed  thetn  other- 
wise, 23  btU  he  is  merciful  to  all. 

SHE  prospered  their  works  in  the 
hand  of  the  holy  prophet. 

2  They  went  through  the  wilder- 
ness that  was  not  inhabited,  and 
pitched  tents  in  places  where  there 
lay  no  way. 

3  They  stood  against  their  ene- 
mies, and  were  avenged  of  their 
adversaries. 

4  When  they  were  thirsty,  they 
called  upon  thee,  and  water  was 
given  them  out  of  the  flinty  rock, 
and  their  thirst  was  quenched  out 
of  the  hard  stone. 

6  For  by  what  things  their  enemies 
were  punished,  by  the  same  they  in 
their  need  were  benefited. 

6  For  instead  of  a  fountain  of  a 
perpetual  running  river  troubled 
with  foul  blocd, 

7  For  a  manifest  reproof  of  that 
commandment,  whereby  the  infants 
were  slain,  thovi  gavest  unto  them 
abundance  of  water  by  a  means 
which  they  hoped  not  for : 

8  Declaring  by  that  tliirst  then 
how  thou  hadst  punished  their  ad- 
versaries. 

9  For  when  they  were  tried,  albeit 
but  in  mercy  chastised,  they  knew 
how  the  ungodly  were  judged  in 
WTath  and  tormented,  thirsting  in 
another  manner  than  the  just. 

10  For  these  thou  didst  admonish 
and  try,  as  a  father :  but  the  other, 
as  a  severe  king,  thou  didst  con- 
demn and  punish. 

11  ^Yhether  they  were  absent  or 
present,  they  were  vexed  alike. 

12  For  a  double  grief  came  upon 
them,  and  a  groaning  for  the  re- 
membrance of  things  past. 

13  For  when  thty  heard  by  their 
own  punishments  the  other  to  le 
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})enefited,  they  had  some  feeling  of 
the  Lord. 

14  For  whom  they  rejected  with 
scorn,  when  he  was  long  before 
thrown  out  at  the  casting  forlh  of 
the  infanls,  him  in  the  end,  when 
they  saw  what  came  to  pass,  tliey 
admired. 

15  But  for  the  foolish  devices  of 
their  wickedness,  wherewitli  being 
deceived  they  worshipped  sei-pents 
void  of  rejison,  and  vile  beasts,  thou 
didst  send  a  multitude  of  uniea- 
sonable  beasts  upon  them  for  ven- 
geance ; 

16  'i'hat  they  might  know,  that 
wherewithal  a  man  sinneth,  by  the 
same  also  siiall  he  be  punished. 

17  For  thy  Almighty  hand,  that 
made  the  world  of  matter  without 
form,  wanted  not  means  to  send 
among  them  a  multitude  of  bears, 
or  fierce  lions, 

18  Or  unknown  wild  beasts,  full  of 
rage,  newly  created,  breathing  out 
either  a  fieiy  vapour,  or  filthy  scents 
of  scattered  smoke,  or  shooting  hor- 
rible sparkles  out  of  their  eyes: 

19  W'heieof  not  only  the  harm 
might  dispitch  them  at  once,  but 
also  the  terrible  sight  utterly  de- 
stroy them. 

20  Yea,  and  without  these  might 
they  have  fallen  down  with  one 
blast,  being  pei"secuted  of  vengeance, 
and  scattered  abroad  through  the 
breath  of  thy  power  :  but  thou  hast 
ordered  all  things  in  measure  and 
niimber  and  weiglit. 

21  For  thou  canst  shew  thy  great 
strength  at  all  times  when  thou 
wilt ;  and  who  may  withstand  tlie 
power  of  thine  arm  ? 

22  For  the  whole  world  before 
thee  is  as  a  little  grain  of  the  ba- 
lance, yea,  as  a  drop  of  the  morn- 
ing dew  that  falleth  down  upon  the 
eiirth. 


23  But  tliou  hast  mercy  upon  all : 
for  thou  canst  do  all  things,  and 
winkest  at  the  sins  of  men,  because 
they  should  amend. 

24  For  thou  loves-t  all  the  things 
that  are,  and  abhorrest  nothing 
which  thou  hast  made :  for  never 
woiildest  thou  have  made  any  thing, 
if  thou  had>t  hat(  d  it. 

25  And  how  could  any  thing  have 
endured,  if  it  had  not  been  thy 
will  ?  or  been  preserved,  if  not  call- 
ed by  thee  1 

26  But  thou  sparest  all :  for  they 
are  tliine,  0  Lord,  thou  lover  of 
souls. 

CHAPTER  XIL 

2  God  diil  rtcft  destroy  Ihose  of  Canaan  all  at  once. 
yhe  had  done  so,  who  cotiUl  controiU  himi 
tint  by  sparing  flmn  he  Innght  us.   23  'JJieff 


12  //■  he  had  done  so,  who  coiiUl  confroiU  himi 
19  liut  by  sparing  the^n  he  Inni  ' 
were  punished  with  their  gods. 


FOE  thine  incorruptible  Spirit 
is  in  all  things. 

2  Therefore  chajitenest  thou  them 
by  little  and  little  that  offend,  and 
warnest  thetn  by  putting  them  in 
remembrance  wherein  they  have  of- 
fended, that  leaving  their  wicked- 
ness they  may  believe  on  thee,  0 
Lord. 

3  For  it  was  thy  will  to  destroy  by 
the  hands  of  our  fathers  both  those 
old  inhabitants  of  thy  holy  land, 

4  Whom  thou  hatedst  for  doing 
most  odious  works  of  witchcmfts, 
and  wicked  sacrifices ; 

5, And  also  those  merciless  mur- 
derers of  children,  and  devourers  of 
man's  flesh,  and  the  feasts  of  blood, 

6  With  their  priests  out  of  the 
midst  of  their  idolations  crew,  and 
the  parents,  that  killed  with  their 
own  hands  souls  destitute  of  help : 

7  That  the  land,  which  thou  e.«- 
teemedst  above  all  other,  might 
receive  a  worthy  colony  of  God's 
children. 

8  Nevertheless  even  those  thou 
sparedst  as  men,  and   didst   send 
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wiisps,  forerunners  of  thine  lio-t,  to 
de-troy  them  by  little  and  little. 

9  Not  that  thou  wast  unable  to 
bring  the  ungodly  under  the  hand 
of  the  righteous  in  hittle,  or  to  de- 
stroy tliem  at  once  with  cmel  beasts, 
or  with  one  rough  wonl  : 

10  But  executing  thy  judgments 
upon  them  by  little  and  little,  thou 
gavest  them  place  of  repentance, 
not  bL-ing  ignoi-ant  that  they  were  a 
naughty  generation,  and  that  their 
malice  was  bred  in  tliem,  and  that 
their  cogitation  would  never  be 
changed. 

11  For  it  was  a  cursed  seed  from 
tlie  beginning ;  neither  didst  thou 
for  fear  of  any  man  give  them  pardon 
for  those  tilings  wherein  they  sinned. 

12  For  who  shall  say.  What  hast 
thou  done  ?  or  who  shall  withstand 
thy  judgment  ?  or  who  sliall  accu*<e 
tiiee  for  the  nations  that  peri-h, 
whom  thou  hast  made  ?  or  who  shall 
come  to  stand  against  thee,  to  be  re- 
venged for  the  mirighteous  men  1 

13  For  neither  is  there  any  God 
but  thou  that  careth  for  all,  to  whom 
thou  mightest  shew  that  thy  judg- 
ment is  not  unright. 

14  Neither  shall  king  or  tyrant  be 
able  to  set  his  face  against  thee  for 
any  whom  thou  hast  punished. 

15  Forsomuch  then  as  thou  art 
righteous  thyself,  thou  orderest  all 
things  righteously  :  thinking  it  not 
agreeable-  with  thy  power  to  con- 
demn him  that  hath  not  deserved  to 
be  pimished. 

16  For  thy  power  is  the  beginning 
of  righteousness,  and  because  thou 
art  the  Lord  of  all,  it  maketh  thee 
to  be  gracious  unto  all. 

17  For  when  men  will  not  believe 
that  thou  art  of  a  full  power,  thou 
she  west  thy  strength,  and  among 
them  that  know  it  thou  makest 
their  boldness  manifest. 


18  But  thou,  mastering  thy  power, 
judgest  with  equity,  and  orderest  us 
with  great  favovu" :  for  thou  mayest 
use  power  when  thou  wilt. 

19  But  by  such  works  hast  thou, 
taught  thy  people  that  the  ju-t  man 
should  be  merciful,  and  ha^t  made 
thy  children  to  be  of  a  good  hope 
that  thou  givest  repentance  for  sins. 

20  For  if  thou  didst  punish  the 
enemies  of  thy  children,  and  the 
condemned  to  detith,  with  such  de- 
liberation, giving  them  time  and 
place,  whereby  tliey  might  be  deli- 
vered from  their  malice : 

21  With  how  gieat  circumspection 
didst  thou  judge  thine  o^nhi  sons, 
uirto  whose  fathers  thou  hast  sworn, 
and  made  covenants  of  good  pro- 
mises ? 

22  Therefore,  whereas  thou  dost 
chasten  us,  thou  scourgest  our  ene- 
mies a  thousand  times  more,  to  the 
intent  that,  when  we  judge,  wo 
should  carefully  think  of  thy  good- 
ness, and  when  we  ourselves  are 
judged,  we  should  look  for  mercy. 

23  Wherefore,  whereas  men  have 
lived  di-solutely  and  unrighteous- 
ly, thou  hast  tormented  them  with 
their  own  abominations. 

24  For  they  went  astray  very  far 
in  the  ways  of  error,  and  held  them 
for  gods,  which  even  among  the 
beasts  of  their  enemies  were  de- 
spised, being  deceived,  as  children 
of  no  understanding. 

25  Therefore  vanio  them,  as  to  chil- 
dren without  the  use  of  reison,  thou 
didst  send  a  judgment  to  mock  them. 

26  But  they  that  would  not  be  re- 
formed by  that  correction,  wherein 
he  dallied  with  them,  shall  feel  a 
judgment  worthy  of  God. 

27  For,  look,  for  what  things  they 
grudged,  when  they  were  punished, 
that  is,  for  them  whom  they  thought 
to  be  gods ;  {^now]  being  punished 
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in  them,  when  they  saw  it,  they  ac- 
knowledged him  to  be  the  true  God, 
•whom  before  they  denied  to  know  ; 
and  therefore  came  extreme  damna- 
tion upon  them. 

CHAPTER  XIII. 

1  'J^iey  were  not  excumd  that  worshipped  any  of 
God's  works.  10  But  most  wrelchm  are  they 
that  worship  the  works  of  men's  hands. 

SUKELY  vain  are  all  men  by  na- 
ture, who  are  ignorant  of  God, 
and  could  not  out  of  the  good  things 
that  are  seen  know  him  that  is :  nei- 
ther by  considering  the  works  did 
they  acknowledge  the  woi'kmaster ; 

2  But  deemed  either  fire,  or  wind, 
or  the  swift  air,  or  the  circle  of  the 
stars,  or  the  A'iolent  water,  or  tiie 
lights  of  lieaven,  to  be  the  gods 
which  govern  the  world. 

3  With  whose  beauty  if  they  being 
delighted  took  them  to  be  gods ;  let 
them  know  how  much  better  tlie 
Lord  of  them  is :  for  the  first  author 
of  beauty  hath  created  them. 

4  But  if  they  were  astonished  at 
their  power  and  virtue,  let  them 
underistand  by  them,  how  much 
mightier  lie  is  that  made  them. 

5  For  by  the  greatness  and  beauty 
of  the  creatures  proportionably  the 
maker  of  tliem  is  seen. 

6  But  yet  for  this  they  are  the  less 
to  be  blamed :  for  they  peradven- 
ture  err,  seeking  God,  and  desirous 
to  find  him. 

7  For  being  conversant  in  his 
works  they  search  him  diligently, 
and  believe  their  sight :  because  the 
things  are  beautiful  that  are  seen. 

8  Howbeit  neither  are  they  to  be 
pardoned. 

9  For  if  they  were  able  to  know 
60  much,  that  they  could  aim  at  the 
world  ;  l-.ow  did  they  not  sooner 
find  out  the  Lord  tliereof  ? 

10  But  miserable  are  they,  and  in 
dead  tilings  is  their  hope,  who  call- 
ed them  gods,  which  are  the  works 


of  men's  hands,  gold  and  silver,  to 
sliew  art  in,  and  lesemblances  of 
beasts,  or  a  stone  good  for  nothing, 
the  work  of  an  ancient  hand. 

11  Now  a  carpenter  that  felletli 
timber,  after  he  hath  sawn  down 
a  tree  meet  for  the  purpose,  and 
taken  off  all  the  bark  skilfully  round 
about,  and  hath  wrought  it  hand- 
somely, and  made  a  vessel  thereof 
fit  for  the  seiTice  of  man's  life ; 

12  And  after  spending  the  refuse 
of  his  work  to  dress  his  meat,  hath 
filled  himself; 

13  And  taking  the  very  refuse  a- 
mong  those  which  served  to  no  use, 
being  a  crooked  piece  of  wood,  and 
full  of  knots,  hath  carved  it  dili- 
gently, when  he  had  nothing  else  to 
do,  and  formed  it  by  the  skill  of  his 
understanding,  and  fashioned  it  to 
the  image  of  a  man  ; 

14  Or  made  it  like  some  vile 
beast,  laying  it  over  witli  vermilion, 
and  with  paint  colouring  it  red,  and 
covering  every  spot  therein ; 

15  And  when  he  had  made  a  con- 
venient room  for  it,  set  it  in  a  wall, 
and  made  it  fast  with  iron : 

16  For  he  provided  for  it  that  it 
might  not  fall,  knowing  that  it  was 
unable  to  help  itself ;  for  it  is  au 
image,  and  hath  need  of  help : 

17  Then  maketh  he  prayer  for 
his  goods,  for  his  wife  and  children, 
and  is  not  ashamed  to  speak  to  that 
which  hath  no  life. 

18  For  health  he  calleth  upon  that 
which  is  weak  :  for  life  prayeth  to 
that  which  is  dead :  for  aid  humbly 
beseecheth  that  which  hath  least 
means  to  help :  and  for  a  good  jour- 
ney he  asketh  of  that  which  caniiot 
set  a  foot  forward  : 

19  And  for  gaining  and  getting, 
and  for  good  success  of  his  hands, 
asketh  abiUty  to  do  of  him,  that  is 
most  unable  to  do  any  thing. 
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tion,  and  stumblingblocks  to  the 
souls  of  men,  and  a  snare  to  the 
feet  of  the  imwise. 

12  For  the  devising  of  idols  was 
the  beginning  of  spiritual  fornica- 
tion, and  the  invention  of  them  the 
corruption  of  life. 

13  For  neithtr  were  thev  from  the 
beginning,  neither  shall  they  be  for 
evtr. 

14  For  by  the  vain  glory  of  men 
they  entered  into  the  world,  and 
therefore  shall  they  ccHne  shortly  to 
an  end. 

15  For  a  father  aflBicted  with  un- 
timely mourning,  when  he  hath 
made  an  image  of  his  child  soon 
taken  away,  now  honoured  him  as 
a  god,  which  was  then  a  dead  man, 
and  delivered  to  those  that  were  un- 
der him  ceremonies  and  sacrifices. 

16  Thus  in  process  of  time  an  \m- 
godly  custom  grown  strong  was  kept 
as  a  Liw,  and  graven  images  were 
worshipped  by  the  commandments 
of  kingsj. 

17  \\  hom  men  could  not  honour 
in  presence,  because  they  dwelt  far 
off,  they  took  the  counterfeit  of  his 
vi^age  from  far,  and  made  an  ex- 
press image  of  a  king  whom  they 
honoured,  to  the  end  that  by  this 
their  forwardness  they  might  flatter 
him  that  was  absent,  as  if  he  were 
present. 

18  Also  the  singular  diligence  of 
the  artificer  did  help  to  set  forward 
the  ignorant  to  more  superstition. 

19  For  he,  peradventure  willing  to 
please  one  in  authority,  forced  all 
his  skill  to  make  the  resemblance 
of  the  best  fashion. 

20  And  so  the  multitude,  allured 
by  the  grace  of  the  work,  took  him 
now  for  a  god,  which  a  little  before 
was  but  honoured  as  a  man. 

21  And  this  was  an  occ-asion  to 
deceive  the  world :  for  men,  serv- 

H2. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

1  Hiough  tn«n  do  «ot  pray  to  their  Aipt,  6  tft 
are  they  t'ltfd  raiher  by  them  than  oy  their 
idols.  S  Iilolt  are  oecmrtfd,  and  «o  are  the 
makert  of  them.  14  2V  be{;inniug  of  idolatry, 
23  and  the  effec/t  thereof.  30  Ood  trill  puuiih 
them  that  tuxar/alieiy  by  their  idoU. 

AGAIN,  one  preparing  himself 
.  to  sail,  and  about  to  pa** 
through  the  raging  waves,  calleth 
upon  a  piece  ot  wood  more  rotten 
than  the  v^i^el  that  cari  ieth  him. 

2  For  verily  desire  of  gain  devised 
that,  and  the  workman  built  it  by 
his  skill. 

3  But  thy  providence,  0  Father, 
govemeth  it :  for  thou  ha<4  made  a 
way  in  the  sea,  and  a  safe  path  in 
the  waves ; 

4  Shewing  that  thou  canst  save 
from  all  danger:  yea,  though  a 
man  went  to  sea  without  art. 

5  Nevertheless  thou  wouldest  not 
that  the  works  of  thy  wisdom  should 
be  idle,  and  theiefore  do  men  com- 
mit their  lives  to  a  small  piece  of 
wood,  and  passing  the  rough  sea  in 
a  weak  vessel  are  saved. 

6  For  in  the  old  \ime  also,  when 
the  proud  giants  perished,  the  hope 
of  the  world  governed  by  thy  hand 
escaped  in  a  weak  vessel,  and  left  to 
all  ages  a  seed  of  generation. 

7  For  blessed  is  the  wood  whereby 
righteousness  cometh. 

8  But  that  which  is  made  with 
hands  is  curbed,  as  well  it,  as  he 
that  made  it :  he,  becau-e  he  made 
it ;  and  it,  because,  being  corrupti- 
ble, it  was  called  god. 

9  For  the  ungodTv  and  his  ungod- 
liness are  both  alike  hateful  unto 
God. 

10  For  that  whidi  is  made  shall 
be  punished  tc^ether  with  him  that 
made  it. 

11  Therefore  even  upon  the  idols 
of  the  Gentiles  shall  there  be  a  visi- 
tation :  because  in  the  creature  of 
God  they  are  become  an  abomina- 
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ing  either  calamity  or  tyranny,  did 
ascribe  unto  stones  and  stocks  the 
incommunicable  name. 

22  Moreover  this  was  not  enough 
for  them,  that  they  erred  in  the 
knowledge  of  God  ;  but  whereas 
tliey  lived  in  the  great  war  of  igno- 
i-ance,  those  so  great  plagues  called 
they  peace. 

23  For  whilst  they  slew  their  chil- 
dren in  sacrifices,  or  used  seciet 
ceremonies,  or  made  revellings  of 
strange  rites ; 

24  Tliey  kept  neither  lives  nor 
niairiiiges  any  longer  undefiltd:  but 
either  one  slew  another  traiterously, 
or  grievtd  him  by  adultery. 

25  tSo  that  there  reigned  in  all 
men  without  exception  blood,  man- 
slaughter, theft,  and  dissimulation, 
oonuption,  imfaithfulnuss,  tumults, 
perjury, 

26  Disquieting  of  good  men,  for- 
getfuhiess  of  good  turns,  defiling  of 
souls,  changing  of  kind,  disorder  in 
mariiages,  adultery,  and  shameless 
uiicleanness. 

27  For  the  worshipping  of  idols 
not  to  be  named  is  the  begin- 
ning, the  cause,  and  the  end,  of  all 
evil. 

28  For  either  they  are  mad  when 
they  be  merry,  or  prophesy  lies,  or 
live  unjustly,  or  else  lightly  for- 
swear themselves. 

29  For  insomuch  as  their  trust  is 
in  idols,  which  have  no  life ;  though 
they  swear  falsely,  yet  they  look  not 
to  be  htu*t. 

30  Howbeit  for  both  caiises  shall 
they  be  justly  punished :  both  be- 
cause they  Ihougiit  not  well  of  God, 
giving  heed  unto  idols,  and  also 
unjustly  swore  in  deceit,  despising 
holiness. 

31  For  it  is  not  the  power  of 
them  by  whom  they  swear:  but  it 
13  the  just  vengeance  of  sinners, 


that  punisheth  always  the  offence 
of  the  ungodly. 

CHAPTER  XV. 

1  We  do  acknowledge  the  true  God.  7  The  folly 
of  idolmakers,  14  atul  of  the  enemies  of  God'a 
people;  15  because,  beiiides  the  idols  of  the 
Gentiles,  18  tliey  woraltipped  vile  beasts. 

BUT  thou,  0  God,  art  gracious 
and  true,  longsufftring,  and  in 
mei-cy  ordering  all  things. 

2  For  if  we  sin,  we  are  thine, 
knowing  thy  power:  but  we  will 
not  sin,  knowing  that  we  are  count- 
ed thine. 

3  For  to  know  thee  is  perfect  righ- 
teousness :  yea,  to  know  thy  power 
is  the  root  of  immortality. 

4  For  neither  did  the  mischievous 
invention  of  men  deceive  us,  nor  an 
image  spotted  with  divers  colours, 
the  painter's  fruitless  labour  ; 

5  The  sight  whereof  enticeth  fools 
to  lust  after  it,  and  so  they  desire 
the  form  of  a  dead  image,  that  hath 
no  breath. 

6  Both  they  that  make  them,  they 
that  desire  thenj,  and  they  that  wor- 
ship them,  are  lovers  of  evil  things, 
and  are  worthy  to  have  such  things 
to  trust  upon. 

7  For  the  potter,  tempering  soft 
earth,  fashioneth  every  vessel  witli 
much  labour  for  our  service  :  yea, 
of  the  same  clay  he  maketh  both 
the  vessels  that  serve  for  clean  uses, 
and  likewise  also  all  such  as  serve 
to  the  contrary :  but  what  is  the 
use  of  either  sort,  the  potter  him- 
self is  the  judge. 

8  And  employing  his  labours  lewd- 
ly, he  maketh  a  vain  god  of  the 
same  clay,  even  he  which  a  little 
before  was  made  of  eartii  himself, 
and  within  a  little  while  after  re- 
turneth  to  the  same,  out  of  the 
which  he  was  taken,  when  his  life 
which  was  lent  him  shall  be  de- 
manded. 

9  Notwithstanding  his  care  is,  not 
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that  lie  shall  have  much  labour,  nor 
that  his  life  is  shoii:  but  striv- 
eth  to  excel  goldsmiths  and  silver- 
smiths, and  endeavoureth  to  do  like 
the  workers  in  brass,  and  count- 
eth  it  liis  glory  to  make  counter- 
feit things. 

10  His  heart  is  ashes,  his  hope  is 
more  vile  than  earth,  and  his  life 
of  less  value  than  clay  : 

11  Fora>much  as  he  knew  not  his 
Maker,  and  him  that  inspired  into 
him  an  active  soul,  and  breathed  in 
a  living  spirit. 

12  But  they  counted  our  life  a 
pastime,  and  our  time  here  a  market 
for  gain :  for,  say  they,  we  must  be 
getting  every  way,  though  it  be  by 
evil  meiins. 

13  For  this  man,  that  of  earthly 
matter  maketh  brittle  vessels  and 
graven  images,  knoweth  himself  to 
offend  above  all  others. 

14  And  all  the  enemies  of  thy 
people,  that  hold  them  in  subjec>- 
tion,  are  most  foolish,  and  are  more 
miserable  tlian  very  babes. 

15  For  they  counted  all  the  idols 
of  the  heathen  to  be  gods :  which 
neither  have  the  use  of  eyes  to  see, 
nor  noses  to  draw  breath,  nor  ears 
to  hear,  nor  fingers  of  hands  tc 
handle ;  and  as  for  their  feet,  they 
are  slow  to  go. 

16  For  man  made  them,  and  he 
that  borrowed  his  own  spirit  fash- 
ione<l  them  :  but  no  man  can  make 
a  god  like  unto  himself. 

17  For  being  moilal,  he  worketh 
a  dead  thing  with  wicked  hands :  for 
he  himself  is  better  than  the  things 
which  he  worshippetli :  whereas  he 
lived  once,  but  they  never. 

18  Yea,  they  worshipped  those 
bea'^ts  also  that  are  most  hateful : 
for  being  compared  together,  some 
are  worse  than  others. 

19  Neither  are  they  beautiful,  so 


much  as  to  be  desired  in  respect  of 
be;ists:  but  they  went  without  the 
praise  of  God  and  his  blessing. 
CHAPTER  XVI. 

2  God  gave  grange  meat  (o  hit  pfopU,  to  $Hr  up 
their  appetite,  and  vile  beu^t  to  their  evemiet. 
to  take  It  from  them.  5  He  ttnng  trilh  his  ter- 
pen! f,  Ubui  toon  heaUd  them  by  his  icordoatt. 
IT  Ute  creaturti  altered  their  nature  to  plea- 
mre  God's  people,  and  to  offend  their  enerme*. 

THEKEFOKE  by  the  like  were 
they  pxmished  worthily,  and  by 
the  multitude  of  beasts  tormented. 

2  Instead  of  which  punishment, 
dealing  graciously  with  thine  own 
people,  thou  prepsffedst  for  them 
meat  of  a  strange  taste,  even  quails 
to  stir  up  their  a[ipetite  : 

3  To  the  end  that  they,  desiring 
food,  might  for  the  ugly  sight  of  the 
beasts  sent  among  them  lothe  even 
that,  which  they  must  needs  desire ; 
but  the.se,  suffering  penury  for  a 
short  space,  might  be  made  par- 
takers of  a  stiBnge  taste. 

4  For  it  was  requisite,  that  upon 
them  exercising  tjTanny  should 
come  penury,  which  they  could  not 
avoid :  but  to  these  it  ^ould  only 
be  shewed  how  their  enemies  were 
tormented. 

5  For  when  the  horrible  fierceness 
of  beasts  came  upon  these,  and  they 
perished  with  the  stings  of  crocked 
serpents,  thy  wrath  endured  not  for 
ever : 

6  But  they  were  troubled  for  a 
small  sea'^on,  that  they  might  be 
admonished,  having  a  sign  of  salva- 
tion, to  put  them  in  remembrance 
of  the  commandment  of  thy  law. 

7  For  he  that  turned,  himself  to- 
waid  it  was  not  saved  by  the  thing 
that  he  saw,  but  by  thee,  that  art 
the  Saviour  of  all. 

8  And  in  this  thou  madest  thine 
enemies  confess,  that  it  is  thou  who 
deliverest  from  all  evil : 

9  For  them  the  bitings  of  gras^ 
hoppers  and  flies  killed,  neither  was 
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tliere  found  any  remedy  for  their 
life :  for  they  were  worthy  to  b« 
punislied  by  such. 

10  But  thy  sons  not  the  very  teetli 
of  venomous  dragons  overcame :  for 
thy  mercy  was  ever  by  them,  and 
healed  them. 

11  For  they  were  pricked,  that  they 
sliould  remember  thy  words ;  and 
were  quickly  saved,  that  not  falling 
into  deep  forgetfuhiess,  they  might 
be  conlinually  mindful  of  thy  good- 
ness. 

12  For  it  was  neither  herb,  nor  mol- 
lifying plaister,  that  restored  them 
to  health :  but  thy  word,  Q  Lord, 
which  liealeth  all  things. 

13  For  thou  hast  power  of  life  and 
death :  thou  leadest  to  the  gates  of 
hell,  and  bringest  «p  again. 

14  A  man  indeed  killeth  through 
his  malice :  and  the  spirit,  when  it 
i-!  gone  forth,  retumeth  not ;  neither 
the  soul  received  up  cometh  again. 

15  But  it  is  not  possible  to  escape 
thine  hand. 

16  For  the  ungodly,  that  denied 
to  know  thee,  were  scourged  by  the 
strength  of  thine  arm  :  with  strange 
rains,  hails,  and  showers,  were  they 
persecuted,  that  they  could  not  a- 
void,  and  through  fire  were  they 
consumed. 

17  For,  which  is  most  to  be  won- 
dered at,  the  fire  had  more  force 
in  the  water,  that  quencheth  all 
things :  for  the  world  fightetii  for 
the  righteous. 

18  For  sometime  the  flame  was 
mitigated,  that  it  might  not  biun 
up  the  beasts  that  were  sent  against 
the  ungodly  ;  but  themselves  might 
see  and  perceive  that  they  were  per- 
secuted with  the  judgment  of  God. 

19  And  at  another  time  it  bumeth 
even  in  the  midst  of  water  above 
the  power  of  fire,  that  it  might  de- 
stroy the  fruits  of  an  unjust  land. 


20  Instead  whereof  thou  feddest 
thine  own  people  with  angels'  food, 
and  didst  send  them  from  heaven 
bread  prepared  without  thefr  labour, 
able  to  content  every  man's  delight, 
and  agreeing  to  every  taste. 

21  For  thy  sustenance  declared 
thy  sweetness  unto  thy  children, 
and  serving  to  the  appetite  of  the 
eater,  tempered  itself  to  every  man's 
liking. 

22  But  snow  and  ice  endured  the 
fire,  and  melted  not,  that  they 
might  know  that  fire  burning  in 
the  hail,  and  s-parkling  in  the  rain, 
did  destroy  the  fruits  of  the  ene- 
mies. 

23  But  this  again  did  even  forget 
his  own  strength,  that  the  righteous 
might  be  nourished. 

24  For  the  creatiu-e  that  serveth 
thee,  who  art  the  Maker,  increaseth 
his  strength  against  the  unrighteous 
for  their  punishment,  and  abateth 
his  strength  for  the  benefit  of  such 
as  put  their  trust  in  thee. 

25  Therefore  even  then  was  it 
altered  into  all  fashions,  and  was 
obedient  to  thy  grace,  that  nourish- 
eth  all  things,  according  to  the  de- 
sire of  them  that  had  need  : 

26  That  thy  children,  0  Lord, 
whom  thou  levest,  might  know,  that 
it  is  not  the  growing  of  fruits  that 
nourishcth  man :  but  that  it  is  tliy 
word,  which  preserveth  them  that 
put  thefr  trust  in  thee. 

27  For  that  which  was  not  destroy- 
ed of  the  fire,  being  warmed  with  a 
Httle  sunbeam,  soon  melted  away : 

28  That  it  might  be  known,  that 
we  must  prevent  the  sim  to  give  thee 
thanks,  and  at  the  dayspring  pray 
imto  thee. 

29  For  the  hope  of  the  unthankful 
shall  melt  away  as  the  winter's  hoar 
frost,  and  shall  run  away  as  unpro- 
fitable water. 
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CHAPTEE  XYII.  |  that  they  saw  the  air,  which  could 

of  no  side  be  avoided. 

11  For  wickedness,  condemned  by 
her  own  witness,  is  very  timorous, 
and  being  pressed  with  con>cience, 
always  forecast eth  grievous  things. 

12  For  fear  is  nothing  eke  but 
a  betraying  of  the  succours  whicL 
reason  offereth. 

13  And  the  expectation  from  with- 
in, being  less,  coimteth  the  igno- 
rance more  than  the  cause  which 
bringeth  the  torment. 

14  But  they  sleeping  the  same 
sleep  that  night,  which  was  indee<l 
intolerable,  and  which  came  upon 
them  out  of  the  bottcans  of  inevita- 
ble hell, 

15  Were  partly  vexed  with  mon- 
strous aptparitions,  and  partly  faint- 
ed, their  heart  failing  them  :  ior  a 
sudden  fear,  and  not  looked  for, 
came  upon  tliem. 

16  So  then  whosoever  there  fell 
down  was  straitly  kept,  shut  up  in 
a  prL-on  without  iron  bar;!. 

17  For  whether  he  wcto  husband- 
man, or  shepherd,  or  a  labourer  in 
the  field,  he  was  overtaken,  and  en- 
dured that  necessity,  which  could 
not  be  avoided :  for  they  were  all 
bound  with  one  chain  of  darkness. 

18  Whether  it  were  a  whistling 
wind,  or  a  melodious  noise  of  bird's 
among  the  spreading  branches,  or 
a  pleasing  fall  of  water  running 
violently, 

19  Or  a  terrible  sound  of  stones 
cast  down,  or  a  running  that  could 
not  be  seen  of  skipping  beasts,  or 
a  roaring  voice  of  most  savage  wild 
beasfci,  or  a  rebounding  echo  from 
the  hollow  mcuntaias;  these  things 
made  them  to  swoon  for  fear. 

20  For  the  whole  world  shined 
with  clear  light,  and  none  were 
hindered  in  their  labour : 

21  Over  them  only  was  spread  an 


1  Wfip  (he  Egup*iar>$  were  punUheil  irilh  dari- 
ne^s.  t  Tfie  terrors  of  that  darknets.  \1  Tlie 
terrors  of  an  iL  conscience. 

FOE  great  are  thy  judgments,  and 
cannot  be  expressed  :  therefore 
unnurtured  souls  have  erred. 

2  For  when  unrighteous  mca 
thought  to  oppress  the  holy  nation ; 
they  l>eing  shut  up  in  their  houses, 
the  prisoners  of  darkness,  and  fet- 
tered with  the  bonds  of  a  long  night, 
lay  [there]  exiled  frc«n  the  eternal 
providence. 

3  For  while  they  supposed  to  lie 
hid  in  their  secret  sin.*,  they  were 
scattered  under  a  dark  veil  of  forget- 
fulness,  being  horribly  attonished, 
and  troubled  with  [strange]  appari- 
tions. 

4  For  neither  might  the  COTner 
that  held  them  keep  them  from 
fear :  but  ncHses  [as  of  waters]  fall- 
ing down  soundetl  about  them,  aiul 
sad  visions  appeared  imto  them  with 
heavy  countenances. 

5  No  power  of  the  fire  might  give 
them  light:  neither  could  the  bright 
flames  of  the  stars  endure  to  lighten 
that  horrible  night. 

6  Only  there  appeared  unto  them 
a  fire  kindled  of  itself,  very  dread- 
ful :  for  being  much  terrified,  they 
thought  the  things  which  they  saw 
to  be  worse  than  the  sight  they  saw 
not. 

7  As  for  the  illusions  of  art  ma- 
gick,  they  were  put  down,  and  their 
vaunting  in  wi^om  was  repixwed 
with  di>grace. 

8  For  they,  that  promised  to  drive 
away  terrors  and  troubles  from  a 
sick  soul,  were  sick  themselves  of 
fear,  worthy  to  be  laughed  at. 

9  For  though  no  terrible  thing  did 
fear  them ;  yet  being  sc-areil  with 
beasts  that  passed  by,  and  hissing 
of  serpents, 

10  They  died  for  fear,  denying 
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heavy  night,  an  image  of  that  dark- 
ness which  should  afterward  receive 
them  :  hut  yet  were  they  unto  them- 
selves more  giievous  than  the  dark- 
ness. 

CHAPTER  XVIII. 

«  Why  Egvpl  was  punished  with  darkneit,  5 
awl  with  the  death  of  their  children.  18  They 
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our  adversaries,  by  the  same  thou 
didst  glorify  us,  whom  thou  had!«t 
called. 

9  For  the  righteous  children  of 
good  men  did  sacrifice  secretly,  and 
with  one  consent  made  a  holy  law, 
that  the  saints  should  be  like  pai- 
takers  of  the  same  good  and  evil, 
the  fathers  now  singing  out  the 
songs  of  praise, 

10  But  on  the  other  side  there 
sounded  an  ill  accorduig  cry  of  the 
enemies,  and  a  lamentable  noise  was 
carried  abroad  for  children  that  were 
bewailed. 

11  The  master  and  the  servant 
were  punished  after  one  maimer : 
and  like  as  the  king,  so  suffered 
the  common  person. 

12  So  they  all  together  had  in- 
numerable (lead  with  one  kind  of 
death;  neither  were  the  living  suf- 
ficient to  biu-y  them:  for  in  one 
moment  the  noblest  ofl&pring  of 
them  was  destroyed. 

13  For  whereas  they  would  not 
believe  any  thing  by  reason  of  the 
enchantments ;  upon  the  destruction 
of  the  firstborn,  they  acknowledgetl 
this  people  to  be  the  sons  of  God. 

14  For  while  all  things  were  in 
quiet  silence,  and  that  night  was  in 
the  midst  of  her  swift  course, 

16  Thine  Almighty  word  leaped 
down  from  heaven  out  of  thy  royal 
throne,  as  a  fierce  man  of  war  into 
the  midst  of  a  land  of  destruction, 

16  And  brought  thine  imfeignetl 
commandment  as  a  sharp  sword,  and 
standing  up  filled  all  things  with 
death;  and  it  touched  the  heaven, 
but  it  stood  upon  the  earth. 

17  Then  suddenly  visions  of  honi- 
ble  dreams  troubled  them  sore,  and 
terrors  came  upon  them  unlooked  for. 

18  And  one  thrown  here,  and  an- 
other tl)ere,  half  dead,  shewed  the 
cause  of  his  death. 


Ihemselces  taw  the  cause  thereof.  20  God  also 
j^gued  his  own  people,  21  Jiy  tehat  means 
that  plague  voat  stayed. 

NEVERTHELESS  thy  saints 
had  a  very  great  light,  whose 
voice  they  hearing,  and  not  seeing 
their  shape,  because  they  also  had 
not  suffered  the  same  things,  they 
tounted  them  happy. 

2  But  for  that  they  did  not  hurt 
them  noiv,  of  whom  they  had  been 
wronged  before,  they  thanked  them, 
and  besought  them  pardon  for  that 
tliey  had  been  enemies. 

3  Instead  whereof  thou  gavest 
them  a  burning  pillar  of  fire,  both 
to  be  a  guide  of  the  unknomi  jour- 
ney, and  an  harmless  sun  to  enter- 
tain them  honourably. 

4  For  they  Avere  worthy  to  be  de- 
prived of  light,  and  imprisoned  in 
darkness,  who  had  kept  thy  sons 
Khut  up,  by  whom  the  imcoirupt 
light  of  the  law  was  to  be  given 
unto  the  world. 

5  And  when  they  had  determined 
to  slay  the  babes  of  the  saints,  one 
child  being  cast  forth,  and  saved,  to 
reprove  them,  thou  tookest  away  the 
nmltitude  of  their  children,  and 
destroyedst  them  altogether  in  a 
mighty  water. 

6  Of  that  night  were  oiir  fathers 
certified  afore,  that  assm-edly  know- 
ing unto  what  oaths  they  had  given 
credence,  they  might  afterwaids  be 
of  good  cheer. 

7  So  of  thy  people  was  accepted 
both  the  salvation  of  the  righteous, 
and  destruction  of  the  enemies. 

8  For  wherewith  thou  didst  punish 
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19  For  the  dreams  that  trouhled 
them  did  foreshew  this,  lest  they 
should  perish,  and  not  know  why 
they  were  afflicted, 

20  Yea,  the  tasting  of  death  touch- 
ed the  righteous  also,  and  there  was 
a  destruction  of  the  multitude  in 
the  wilderness :  but  the  wrath  en- 
dured not  long. 

21  For  then  the  bliameless  man 
made  haste,  and  stood  forth  to  de- 
fend them ;  and  bringing  the  shield 
of  his  proper  ministry,  even  prayer, 
and  the  propitiation  of  incense,  set 
himself  against  the  WTath,  and  so 
brought  the  calamity  to  an  end, 
declaring  that  he  was  thy  servant. 

22  So  he  overcame  the  destroyer, 
not  with  strength  of  body,  nor  force 
of  amis,  but  \\\i\\  a  word  subdued 
he  him  tliat  puni.slied>  alleging  the 
oaths  and  covenants  made  with  the 
fathers. 

23  For  when  the  dead  were  now 
fallen  down  V)y  heaps  one  npon  an- 
other, standing  between,  he  stayed 
the  "wrath,  and  parted  the  way  to 
the  living. 

24  For  in  the  long  garment  was 
the  whole  world,  and  in  the  four 
lows  of  the  stones  was  the  glory  of 
the  fathers  graven,  and  tliy  Majesty 
upon  the  diadem  of  Lis  liead. 

25  Unto  these  the  destroyer  gave 
place,  and  was  afraid  of  tliem  :  for 
it  was  enough  tliat  they  only  tasted 
of  the  wrath. 

CHAPTEE  XIX. 

1  Wky  God  sheiced  no  mercy  to  the  Kgvptirtnt,  fl 
ana  how  wonderfully  he  dealt  iiHIh  rag  people. 
14  Tlw  Egyptians  tcere  icorte  than  the  So- 
domites. IS  Tfie  wonderful  agreement  of  the 
creatures  to  serce  God's  people. 

AS  for  the  ungodly,  wrath  came 
J\.  upon  them  witliout  mercy  unto 
the  end  :  for  he  knew  before  what 
they  would  do  ; 

2  How  that  liaving  given  them 
leave    to   depart,    and   sent   them 


hastily  away,   they   would   repent 
and  pursue  them. 

3  For  whilst  tliey  were  yet  mourn- 
ing and  making  lamentation  at  the 
graves  of  the  dead,  they  added  an- 
other foolish  device,  and  pursued 
them  as  fugitives,  whom  they  had 
intreated  to  be  gone." 

4  For  the  destiny,  whereof  they 
were  worthy,  drew  them  unto  this  end, 
and  made  tliem  forget  the  things 
that  had  already  happened,  that  they 
might  fulfil  the  punishment  which 
was  wanting  to  their  torments: 

5  And  that  thy  people  n)ight  pass 
a  wonderful  way :  but  they  might 
find  a  strange  death. 

6  For  the  whole  creature  in  his 
proper  kind  was  fashioned  again 
anew,  serving  the  peculiar  com- 
mandments that  were  given  unto 
them,  that  thy  children  might  be 
kept  witlu.ut  hurt : 

7  As  namely,  a  cloud  shadowing 
the  camp;  and  \\here  Avattr  stocd 
before,  dry  land  appeared ;  and  out 
of  the  Bed  sea  a  way  without  im- 
pediment ;  and  out  of  the  violent 
stream  a  green  field : 

8  Wherethrough  all  the  people 
went  that  were  defended  with  thy 
hand,  seeing  thy  marvellous  strange 
wonders. 

9  For  they  went  at  large  like 
hor.-es,  and  leaped  like  lambs,  prais- 
ing thee,  0  Lcrd,  who  had^t  deliver- 
ed tliera. 

10  For  they  were  yet  mindful  of 
the  things  that  were  done  while 
they  sojourned  in  the  strange  land, 
how  the  giound  brought  forth  flies 
instead  of  cattle,  and  how  the  river 
cast  up  a  multitude  of  frogs  instead 
of  fishes. 

11  But  afterwards  they  saw  a  new 
generation  of  fowls,  when,  being  le<l 
Avith  their  appetite,  they  asked  de- 
licate meats. 
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12  For  quails  came  up  unto  them 
from  the  s-ea  for  their  contentment. 

13  And  punishments  came  upon 
the  sinners  not  without  former  signs 
by  the  force  of  tJiunders:  for  they 
suffered  jastly  according  to  their 
own  wickedness,  insomuch  as  they 
used  a  more  hard  and  hateful  be- 
liaviour  toward  strangers. 

14  For  the  Sodomites  did  not  re- 
ceive those,  whom  they  knew  not 
when  tliey  came  :  but  these  brought 
friends  into  bondage,  that  had  well 
des-ei  ved  of  them. 

15  And  not  only  so,  but  peradven- 
ture  some  respect  shall  be  had  of 
those,  because  they  used  strangers 
not  friendly : 

16  But  these  very  grievously  af- 
flicted them,  whom  they  had  received 
with  feastings,  and  were  already 
made  partakers  of  the  same  laws 
with  them. 

17  Therefore  even  with  blindness 
weie  these  stricken,  as  those  were 
at  the  doors  of  the  righteous  man : 
when,  being  compassed  about  with 
horrible  great  darkness,  every  one  I 


sought    the    passage    of   his    own 
doors. 

18  For  the  elements  were  changed 
in  themselves  by  a  kind  of  harmony, 
like  as  in  a  psaltery  notes  change 
the  name  of  the  tune,  and  yet  are 
always  sounds  ;  wliich  may  well  be 
perceived  by  the  sight  of  the  things 
that  have  been  done. 

19  For  earthly  things  were  turned 
into  watery,  and  the  things,  that  be- 
fore swam  in  the  water,  now  went 
upon  the  ground. 

20  The  fire  had  power  in  the  wa- 
ter, forgetting  his  own  virtue :  and 
the  water  forgat  his  own  quenching 
nature. 

21  On  the  other  side,  the  flames 
wasted  not  the  flesh  of  the  cornipti- 
ble  living  things,  though  tliey  walk- 
ed therein  ;  neither  melted  tliey  the 
icy  kind  of  heavenly  meat,  that  was 
of  nature  apt  to  melt. 

22  For  in  all  things,  0  Lord,  thou 
didst  magnify  tliy  people,  and  glo- 
rify them,  neither  didst  tliou  lightly 
regaa-d  them  :  but  didst  assife.t  them 
in  every  time  and  place. 
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A  Prologue  made  Iry  o?i  uncertain 
Author. 

THIS  Jasus  was  the  son  of  Sirach, 
and  grandchild  to  Jesus  of  the 
same  name  with  him :  this  man 
therefore  lived  in  the  latter  tima«!, 
after  the  people  had  been  led  away 
captive,  and  called  home  again,  and 
almost  alter  all  the  prophets.  Now 
his  giandfatlier  Je.^iis,  as  he  himself 
witnesseth,  was  a  man  of  great  dili- 
gence and  wisdom  among  the  He- 
lirews,  who  did  not  only  gather  the 
grave  and  short  sentences  of  wise 
men,  that  had  been  before  him,  but 


himself  also  uttered  some  of  his  own, 
full  of  much  understanding  and  wis- 
dom. When  as  therefore  the  firet 
Jesus  died,  leaving  this  book  almost 
perfected,  Sirach  his  son  receiving 
it  after  him  left  it  to  his  own  son 
Jesus,  who,  having  gotten  it  into 
his  hands,  compiled  it  all  orderly 
into  one  volume,  and  called  it  Wis- 
dom, intituling  it  both  by  his  own 
name,  his  father's  name,  and  his 
grandfather's ;  alluring  the  hearer 
by  the  very  name  of  Wisdom  to 
have  a  greater  love  to  the  study  of 
this  book.    It  containeth  therefoie 
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wise  sayings,  dark  sentences,  and 
])arables,  and  certain  particular  an- 
cient godly  stories  of  men  that 
pleased  God ;  also  his  prayer  and 
song  ;  moreover,  what  benefits  God 
liad  vouchsaftd  his  people,  and  what 
]ilagues  he  had  heaped  upon  their 
enemies.  This  Jesus  did  imitiite 
Solomon,  and  was  no  la-s  famous 
for  wisdom  and  learning,  both  be- 
ing indeed  a  man  of  great  lejffuing, 
and  so  reputed  also. 
The  Prologue  of  the  Wisdom  of  Jesns 
the  Son  of  Sirach. 

WHEEEAS  many  and  great 
things  have  been  delivered 
unto  us  by  the  law  and  the  pro- 
j)hets,  and  by  others  that  have  fol- 
lowed their  steps,  for  tlie  which 
things  Israel  ought  to  be  commend- 
ed for  learning  and  wisdom ;  and 
whereof  not  only  the  readers  must 
needs  become  skilful  themselves,  but 
also  they  that  desire  to  learn  be  able 
to  profit  til  em  which  are  without, 
both  by  speaking  and  wTiting :  my 
grandfather  Jesus,  when  he  had 
much  given  himself  to  the  reading 
of  the  law,  and  the  prophet'*,  and 
other  books  of  our  fathers,  and  had 
gotten  therein  good  judgment,  was 
drawn  on  also  himself  to  wTite  some- 
thing pertaining  to  learning  and 
wihdom ;  to  the  intent  that  those 
which  are  desirous  to  leara,  and  are 
addicted  to  these  things,  might  pro- 
fit much  more  in  living  accoiding  to 
the  law.  Wherefore  let  me  intreiit 
you  to  read  it  with  favour  and  at- 
tention, and  to  pardon  us,  wherein 
we  may  seem  to  come  short  of  some 
words,  which  we  have  laboured  to 
interpret.  For  the  same  tilings  ut- 
tered in  Hebrew,  and  translated  into 
another  tongue,  have  not  the  same 
force  in  them  :  and  not  only  these 
tilings,  but  the  law  itself,  and  the 
prophets,  and  the  rest  of  the  books, 
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have  no  small  difference,  when  they 
are  spoken  in  their  own  language. 
For  in  the  eight  and  thirtieth  year 
coming  into  Egypt,  when  Euergetes 
was  king,  and  continuing  there  some 
time,  I  found  a  book  of  no  small 
learning :  therefore  I  thought  it 
most  necessary  for  me  to  bestow 
some  diligence  and  travail  to  inter- 
pret it ;  using  great  watchfulness 
and  skill  in  that  space  to  bring  the 
book  To  an  end,  and  set  it  forth  for 
them  also,  which  in  a  strange  coun- 
try are  willing  to  learn,  being  pre- 
pared befwe  iu  mauBeis  to  live  after 
the  law. 

OHAPTEE  I. 

1  AJl  vHsdom  is  jrom  God.  10  He  giveth  it  to 
them  that  love  him.  12  The  fear  of  God  i« 
full  of  mriny  bletsingt.  28  To  fear  God  vrilh- 
otU  ht/pocrisji. 


A' 


hord,  and  is  with  him  for  ever. 

2  Who  can  mmiber  the  sand  of 
the  sea,  and  the  drops  of  rain,  and 
the  days  of  eternity  I 

3  Who  can  find  out  the  height 
of  heaven,  and  the  breadth  of  the 
earth,  and  tiie  deep,  and  wisdom? 

4  Wisdom  hath  been  created  be- 
fore all  tilings,  and  the  miderstand- 
ing  of  prudence  from  everlasting. 

5  The  word  of  God  most  high  is 
the  fountain  of  wisdom ;  and  her 
ways  are  ■everlav'ting  commandments. 

6  To  whom  hatJi  the  root  of  wis- 
dom been  revcakd  ?  or  who  hath 
knowTi  her  wise  counsels? 

7  [Unto  whom  hath  the  know- 
ledge of  wi<d<->m  lieen  made  mani- 
fest? and  who  hath  miderstood  her 
great  experience  ?] 

8  There  is  one  wise  and  greatly  to 
be  feared,  the  Lord  sitting  upon  his 
throne. 

9  He  created  her,  and  saw  her,  and 
numbered  her,  and  poured  her  out 
upon  all  his  works. 

10  She  is  with  all  flesh  according 
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lo  his  gift,  and  he  hath  given  her 
to  them  that  love  him. 

11  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  hononr, 
and  glory,  and  gladness,  and  a  crown 
of  rejdicing. 

12  The  fear  of  the  Lord  maketh 
a  merry  heart,  and  giveth  joy,  and 
gladness,  and  a  long  life. 

13  Whoso  feareth  the  Lord,  it  shall 
go  well  with  him  at  the  last,  and 
he  shall  find  fevour  in  ilie  day  of 
his  death. 

14  To  fear  the  Lord  is  the  begin- 
ning of  wisdom :  and  it  was  created 
with  the  faithful  in  the  womb. 

15  She  hath  built  an  everlasting 
foundation  with  men,  and  she  shall 
continue  with  their  seed. 

16  To  fear  the  Lord  is  fulness  of 
wisdom,  and  filleth  men  with  her 
fruits. 

17  She  filleth  all  their  house  wi<h 
things  desirable,  and  the  gamere 
with  her  increase. 

18  The  fear  of  tho  Lord  is  a  crown 
of  wisdom,  making  peace  and  per- 
fect health  to  flourish  ;  both  which 
are  the  gifts  of  God :  and  it  enlai^- 
eth  their  rejoicing  that  love  him. 

19  Wisdom  minetli  down  skill  and 
knowledge  of  understanding,  and 
exalteth  them  to  honom*  that  hold 
her  fast. 

20  The  root  of  wisdom  is  to  fear 
the  Lord,  and  the  branches  thereof 
are  long  life. 

21  The  fear  of  the  Lord  driveth 
away  sins  :  and  where  it  is  present, 
it  turneth  away  wrath. 

22  A  furious  man  cannot  be  justi- 
fied ;  for  the  s"way  of  his  fury  shall 
he  i lis  destniction. 

23  A  patient  man  will  bear  for  a 
time,  and  afterward  joy  shall  spring 
up  unto  him. 

24  He  will  hide  his  words  for  a 
time,  and  the  lips  of  many  shall 
declare  his  wisdoiu> 
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25  The  parables  of  knowledge  are 
in  the  1reasm*es  of  wisdom:  but  god- 
liness is  an  abomination  to  a  sinner. 

26  If  thou  desire  witdom,  keep  the 
commandments,  and  the  Lord  sliall 
give  her  unto  thee. 

27  For  tlie  fear  of  the  Lord  is  wis- 
dom and  instniction :  and  faith  and 
meekness  are  his  delight. 

28  Distrust  not  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  when  thou  art  p(X)r :  and  come 
not  unto  him  with  a  double  heart. 

29  Be  not  an  hypocrite  ii>  the 
sight  of  men,  and  take  good  heed 
what  thou  speak&st. 

30  Exalt  not  thyself,  lest  thou  fall, 
and  bring  dishonoiir  upon  thy  sonl, 
and  so  God  discover  thy  secrets,  and 
Ciist  thee  down  in  the  midst  of  the 
congregsilion,  because  thou  cametrt 
not  in  truth  to  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 
but  thy  heart  is  full  of  deceit. 

CHAPTER  IL 

1  Gcd't  Bervant*  mnat  look  for  trouble,  7  awl  l>e 


|^y«.. 


patient,  and  IruH  in  him,  \2For  iroe  to  thetn 
ihat  do  not  eo.  15  But  they  tliat  fear  the  Lord 
uHUdoto. 

if  thou  come  to  serve 
the  Lord,  prepare  thy  soul  for 
temptiition. 

2  Set  thy  heaii  aright,  and  con- 
stantly endure,  and  make  not  haste 
in  time  of  trouble. 

3  Cleave  unto  him,  and  depart  not 
away,  that  thou  mayest  be  increased 
at  thy  last  end. 

4  Whatsoever  is  brought  upon  thee 
take  cheerfully,  and  be  patient  when 
thou  art  changed  to  a  low  estate. 

5  For  gold  is  tried  in  the  fire,  and 
acceptable  men  in  the  furnace  of 
adversity. 

6  Believe  in  him,  and  he  will 
help  thee ;  order  thy  way  aright, 
and  trust  in  him. 

7  Ye  tliat  fear  the  Loi  d,  -wait  for  his 
mercy ;  nnd  go  not  aside,  lest  ye  fall. 

8  Ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  believe 
him;  and  your  reward  shall  not  fail. 
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9  Ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  hope  for 
good,  and  for  everlasting  joy  and 
mercy. 

10  Look  at  the  generations  of  old, 
and  see  ;  did  ever  any  trust  in  the 
Lord,  and  was  confounded?  or  did 
any  abide  in  his  fear,  and  was  for- 
saken? or  "whom  did  he  ever  de- 
spise, that  called  upon  Jiim  ? 

11  For  the  Lord  is  full  of  compas- 
sion and  mercy,  longsuflfering,  and 
very  pitiful,  and  forgiveth  sins,  and 
saveth  in  time  of  affliction. 

12  Woe  be  to  fearful  hearts,  and 
faint  hands,  and  the  sinner  that 
goeth  two  ways ! 

13  Woe  unto  him  that  is  faiiit- 
hearted!  for  he  believeth  not ;  there- 
fore shall  he  not  be  defended. 

14  Woe  unto  you  that  have  lost 
patience !  and  what  will  ye  do  when 
the  Lord  shall  visit  you  ? 

15  They  that  fear  the  Lord  will 
not  disobey  liis  woid  ;  and  they  that 
love  him  will  ktep  his  ways. 

16  They  that  fear  the  Lord  will 
seek  that  whicli  is  wellpleasing  imto 
him ;  and  they  that  love  him  shall 
be  filled  with  the  law. 

17  They  that  fear  the  Lord  will 
prepare  their  hearts,  and  humble 
their  souls  in  his  sii;ht, 

18  Saiiinfj,  We  will  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  Lord,  and  not  into  the 
hands  of  men  :  for  as  his  majesty  is, 
so  is  liis  mercy. 

CHAPTER  in. 

2  Ohildren  must  honour  nvd  help  both  their  pa- 
reiits.  21  Me  may  not  desire  to  l-now  all  things. 
2«  The  incorrigible  must  need*  perish.  30^I»i8 
ore  reuMrded. 

HEAE  me  your  father,  O  chil- 
dren, and  do  thereafter,  that 
ye  may  be  safe. 

2  For  the  Lord  hath  given  the 
father  honour  over  the  children, 
and  hath  confirmed  the  authority 
of  the  mother  over  the  sons. 


3  Whoso  honouretli  his  father  mak- 
eth  an  atonement  for  his  sins  : 

4  And  he  that  honoureth  his 
mother  is  as  one  that  layeth  up 
trea'^ure. 

6  Wbaco  honoureth  his  father  shall 
have  joy  of  his  own  cliildrtn  ;  and 
when  he  maketh  his  prayei-,  he  shall 
be  heard. 

6  He  that  honoureth  his  father 
shall  have  a  long  lite  ;  and  he  that 
is  obedient  unto  the  Lord  shall  be 
a  comfort  to  his  mother. 

7  He  that  feareth  the  Lord  will 
honour  his  father,  and  will  do  service 
unto  his  parents,  as  to  his  masters. 

8  Honour  thy  father  and  mother 
both  in  word  and  deed,  that  a  bless- 
ing may  come  upon  thee  from  them. 

9  For  the  blessing  of  the  father 
establisheth  the  houses  of  children ; 
but  the  curse  of  the  mother  root«th 
out  foundations. 

10  Glory  not  in  the  dishononr  of 
thy  father ;  for  thy  father's  disho- 
nour is  no  glory  unto  thee. 

11  For  the  glory  of  a  man  is  from 
the  honour  of  his  father ;  and  a 
mother  in  dishonour  is  a  reproach 
to  the  children. 

12  My  son,  help  thy  father  in  his 
age,  and  grieve  him  not  as  long  as 
he  liveth. 

13  And  if  his  understanding  fail, 
have  patience  with  him ;  and  de- 
spise him  not  when  thou  art  in  thy 
full  strength. 

14  For  the  relieving  of  thy  father 
shall  not  be  forgotten  :  and  instead 
of  sins  it  shall  be  added  to  build 
thee  up. 

15  In  the  day  of  thine  affliction  it 
shall  be  remembered  ;  thy  sins  also 
shall  melt  away,  as  the  ice  in  the 
fair  warm  weather. 

16  He  that  forsaketh  his  father  is 
as  a  blasphemer ;  and  he  that  an- 
gereth  his  mother  is  ciused  of  God. 
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17  My  son,  go  on  with  thy  biisiness 
in  meekness ;  so  shalt  tliou  be  be- 
loved of  him  that  is  approved. 

18  The  greater  thou  art,  the  more 
hmnble  thyself,  and  thou  shalt  find 
favour  before  the  Lord. 

19  Many  are  in  high  place,  and 
of  renown :  but  mysteries  are  re- 
vealed unto  the  meek. 

20  For  the  power  of  the  Lord  is 
great,  and  he  is  honoured  of  the  lowly. 

21  Seek  not  out  the  things  that  are 
too  hard  for  thee,  neither  search  the 
things  that  are  above  thy  strength. 

22  But  what  is  commanded  thee, 
think  thereupon  tcith  reverence;  for 
it  is  not  needful  for  thee  to  see 
with  thine  eyes  the  things  that  are 
in  secret. 

23  Be  not  curious  in  unnecessary 
matters :  for  more  things  are  shew- 
ed unto  thee  than  men  understand. 

24  For  many  are  deceived  by  their 
own  vain  opinion  ;  and  an  evil  sus- 
picion hath  overthrown  their  judg- 
ment. 

25  Without  eyes  thou  shalt  want 
light:  profess  not  the  knowledge 
therefore  that  thou  hast  not. 

26  A  stubborn  heart  shall  fare  evil 
at  the  last ;  and  he  that  loveth  dan- 
ger shall  perish  therein. 

27  An  obstinate  heart  shall  be  la- 
den with  sorrows ;  and  the  wicked 
man  shall  heap  sin  upon  sin. 

28  In  the  punishment  of  the  proud 
there  is  no  remedy ;  for  the  plant  of 
wickedness  hath  taken  root  in  him. 

29  The  heart  of  the  prudent  will 
understand  a  parable ;  and  an  atten- 
tive ear  is  the  desire  of  a  wise  man. 

30  Water  will  quench  a  flaming 
fire ;  and  alms  maketh  an  atone- 
ment for  sins. 

31  And  he  that  requiteth  good 
turns  is  mindful  of  that  which  may 
come  hereafter ;  and  when  he  fall- 
eth,  he  shall  find  a  stay. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

1  We  may  not  despise  the  poor  or  futherUss.  11 
hiU  seek /or  uisdom,  20  atid  not  be  ashanud  of 
some  thiHOS,  nor  gainsay  the  truth,  30  nor  ba 
at  lions  in  our  houses, 

MY  son,  defraud  not  the  poor  of 
his  living,  and  make  not  the 
nee<ly  eyes  to  wait  long. 

2  Make  not  an  himgry  soul  sor- 
rowful ;  neither  provoke  a  man  in 
his  distress. 

3  Add  not  more  trouble  to  an 
heart  that  is  vexed  ;  and  defer  not 
to  give  to  him  that  is  in  need. 

4  Eeject  not  the  supplication  of 
the  afflicted  ;  neither  turn  away  thy 
face  from  a  poor  man, 

5  Turn  not  away  thine  eye  from 
the  needy,  and  give  him  none  occa- 
sion to  curse  thee : 

6  For  if  he  curse  thee  in  the  bit- 
terness of  his  soul,  his  prayer  shall 
be  heard  of  him  that  made  him. 

7  Get  thyself  the  love  of  the  con- 
gregation, and  bow  thy  head  to  a 
gieat  man. 

8  Let  it  not  grieve  tliee  to  bow 
down  thine  ear  to  the  poor,  and 
give  him  a  friendly  answer  with 
meekne&<!. 

9  Deliver  him  that  suff'ereth  wronii 
from  the  hand  of  the  oppressor ;  and 
be  not  fainthearted  when  thou  at- 
test in  judgment. 

10  Be  as  a  father  unto  the  fa- 
therless, and  instead  of  an  husband 
rmto  their  mother :  so  shalt  thou  be 
as  the  son  of  the  most  High,  and 
lie  shall  love  thee  more  than  thy 
mother  doth. 

11  Wisdom  exalteth  her  children, 
and  layeth  hold  of  them  that  seek 
her. 

12  He  that  loveth  her  loveth  life ; 
and  they  that  seek  to  her  early  shall 
be  filled  with  joy. 

13  He  that  holdeth  her  fast  shall 
inherit  glory;  and  wheresoever  she 
entereth,  the  Lord  will  bless. 
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14  They  that  serve  her  shall  min- 
ister to  the  Holy  One :  and  them 
that  love  her  the  Lord  doth  love. 

15  Whoso  giveth  ear  imto  her  shall 
judge  the  nations :  and  he  that  attend- 
eth  unto  her  shall  dwell  securely. 

16  K  a  man  commit  himself  unto 
her,  he  shall  inherit  her;  and  his 
generation  shall  hold  her  in  posses- 
sion. 

17  For  at  the  first  she  will  walk 
with  him  by  crooked  ways,  and  bring 
fear  and  dread  upon  him,  and  tor- 
ment him  with  her  discipline,  until 
she  may  trust  his  soul,  and  try  him 
by  her  laws. 

1 8  Then  will  she  return  the  straight 
way  imto  him,  and  comfort  him,  and 
shew  him  her  secrets. 

19  But  if  he  go  wrong,  she  will 
forsake  him,  and  give  him  over  to 
his  own  ruin. 

20  Observe  the  opportunity,  and 
beware  of  evil ;  and  be  not  ashamed 
when  it  concemeth  thy  soul. 

21  For  there  is  a  shame  that  bring- 
eth  sin ;  and  there  is  a  shame  which 
is  glory  and  grace. 

22  Accept  no  person  against  thy 
soul,  and  let  not  the  reverence  of 
any  man  cause  thee  to  fall. 

23  And  retrain  not  to  speak,  when 
there  is  occasion  to  do  good,  and 
hide  not  thy  wi>dom  in  her  beauty. 

24  For  by  speech  wisdom  shall  be 
known:  and  learning  by  the  word 
of  the  tongue. 

25  In  no  wise  speak  against  the 
truth ;  but  be  abashed  of  the  error 
of  thine  ignorance. 

26  Be  not  ashamed  to  confess  thy 
sins;  and  force  not  the  course  of 
the  river. 

27  Make  not  thyself  an  underling 
to  a  foolish  man ;  neither  accept  the 
person  of  the  mighty. 

28  Strive  for  the  truth  unto  death, 
and  the  Lord  shall  fight  for  thee. 
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29  Be  not  hasty  in  thy  tongue,  and 
in  thy  deeds  slack  and  remiss. 

30  Be  not  as  a  lion  in  thy  house, 
nor  frantick  among  thy  servants. 

31  Let  not  thine  hand  be  stretched 
out  to  receive,  and  shut  when  thou 
shoulde&t  repay. 

CHAPTER  V. 

1  'Wemn»ttU)tyretwme<^mKrietaUh(nidttrtngOi. 
6  nor  of  the  mercy  of  God,  to  tin.  9  We  mutt 
not  be  doubUtongued,  12  nor  amicer  vnOiout 
Icnmdtdge. 

g    O  ET  not  thy  heart  upon  thy  goods; 
-    O  and  say  not,  I  have  enough  for 
my  life. 

2  Follow  not  thine  own  mind  and 
thy  strength,  to  walk  in  the  ways 
of  thy  heart : 

3  And  say  not,  "Who  shall  controul 
me  for  my  works  1  for  the  Lord  will 
surely  revenge  thy  pride. 

4  Say  not,  I  have  sinned,  and  what 
harm  hath  happened  unto  me?  for 
the  Lord  is  longsuflfering,  he  will  in 
no  wise  let  thee  go. 

5  Concerning  propitiation,  be  not 
without  fear  to  add  sin  unto  sin : 

6  And  say  not,  His  mercy  is  great; 
he  will  be  pacified  for  the  multitude 
of  my  sins:  for  mercy  and  wrath 
come  from  him,  and  his  indignation 
resteth  upon  sinners. 

7  ilake  no  tarrying  to  turn  to  the 
Lord,  and  put  not  off  from  day  to 
day :  for  suddenly  shall  the  wTath  of 
the  Lord  come  forth,  and  in  thy  se- 
curity thou  shalt  be  destroyed,  and 
perish  in  the  day  of  vengeance. 

8  Set  not  thine  heart  upon  goods 
unjustly  gotten ;  for  they  shall  not 
profit  thee  in  the  day  of  calamity. 

9  Winnow  not  with  every  wind,  and 
go  not  into  every  way :  for  so  doth  the 
sumer  that  hath  a  double  tongue. 

10  Be  stedfast  in  thy  understand- 
ing ;  and  let  thy  word  be  the  same. 

11  Be  swift  to  hear;  and  let  thy 
life  be  sincere;  and  with  patience 
give  answer. 
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12  Tf  thou  hast  understanding,  an- 
swer thy  neighbour ;  if  not,  lay  thy 
hand  upon  thy  mouth. 

13  Honour  and  shame  is  in  talk : 
and  the  tongue  of  man  is  his  fall. 

14  Be  not  called  a  whisperer,  and 
lie  not  in  wait  with  thy  tongue : 
for  a  foul  shame  is  upon  the  thief, 
and  an  evil  condemnation  upon  the 
double  tongue. 

15  Be  not  ignorant  of  any  thing  in 
a  great  matter  or  a  small. 

CHAPTEE  VI, 

2  Do  not  extol  thine  oicm  conceit,  7  hut  make 
choice  of  a  friend.  18  Seek  wisdom  betimes. 
20  It  is  grievous  to  some,  23  yel  the  fruits 
Uiereof  are  pleasant.  35  Be  ready  to  hear 
wise  men. 

INSTEAD  of  a  friend  become  not 
an  enemy;  for  [thereby]  thou 
shalt  inherit  an  ill  name,  shame, 
and  reproach ;  even  so  shall  a  sin- 
ner that  hath  a  double  tongue, 

2  Extol  not  thyself  in  the  counsel 
of  thine  own  heart ;  that  thy  soul 
be  not  torn  in  pieces  as  a  bull 
[straying  alone.] 

3  Thou  shalt  eat  up  thy  leaves, 
and  lose  thy  fruit,  and  leave  thyself 
as  a  dry  tree. 

4  A  wicked  soul  shall  destroy  him 
that  hath  it,  and  shall  make  him  to 
be  laughed  to  scorn  of  his  enemies. 

5  Sweet  language  will  multiply 
friends :  and  a  fairspeaking  tongue 
will  increase  kind  greetings. 

6  Be  in  peace  with  many :  never- 
theless have  but  one  counsellor  of 
a  thousand. 

7  If  thou  wouldest  get  a  friend, 
prove  him  first,  and  be  not  hasty  to 
credit  him. 

8  For  some  man  is  a  friend  for  his 
own  occasion,  and  will  not  abide  in 
the  day  of  thy  trouble. 

9  And  there  is  a  friend,  who  being 
turned  to  enmity  and  strife  will  dis- 
cover thy  reproach. 

10  Again,  some  fi'iend  is  a  compa- 


nion at  the  table,  and  will  not  con- 
tinue in  the  day  of  thy  affliction. 

11  But  in  thy  prosperity  he  will 
be  as  thyself,  and  will  be  bold  over 
thy  servants. 

12  If  thou  be  brought  low,  he  will 
be  against  thee,  and  will  hide  him- 
self from  thy  face. 

13  Separate  thyself  from  thine  ene- 
mies, and  take  heed  of  thy  friends. 

14  A  faithful  friend  is  a  strong  de- 
fence :  and  he  that  hath  found  such 
an  one  hath  found  a  treasure. 

15  Nothing  doth  countervail  a 
faithful  friend,  and  his  excellency 
is  invaluable. 

16  A  faithful  friend  is  the  medi- 
cine of  life;  and  they  that  fear  the 
Lord  shall  find  him. 

17  Whoso  feareth  the  Lord  shall 
direct  his  friendship  aright :  for  as 
he  is,  so  shall  his  neighbour  be 
also. 

18  My  son,  gather  instruction  from 
thy  youth  up :  so  shalt  thou  find 
wisdom  till  thine  old  age. 

19  Come  unto  her  as  one  that  plow- 
eth  and  sowelh,  and  wait  for  her  gixxl 
fruits  :  for  thou  shalt  not  toil  much 
in  laboiuing  about  her,  but  thou 
shalt  eat  of  her  fruits  right  soon. 

20  She  is  very  unpleasant  to  the 
unlearned :  he  that  is  without  under- 
standing will  not  remain  with  her. 

21  She  will  lie  upon  him  as  a 
mighty  stone  of  trial ;  and  he  will 
cast  her  from  him  ere  it  be  long. 

22  For  wisdom  is  according  to  her 
name,  and  she  is  not  manifest  unto 
many. 

23  Give  ear,  my  son,  receive  my 
advice,  and  refuse  not  my  coimsel, 

24  And  put  thy  feet  into  her  fet- 
ters, and  thy  neck  into  her  chain. 

25  Bow  down  thy  shoulder,  and 
bear  her,  and  be  not  grieved  with 
her  bonds. 

26  Come  unto  her  with  thy  whole 
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heart,  and  keep  her  -ways  with  all 
thy  power. 

27  Search,  and  seek,  and  she  shall 
be  made  known   unto  thee :    and 
when  thou  hast  got  hold  of  her,  let  ' 
her  not  go. 

28  For  at  the  last  thou  shalt  find 
her  rest,  and  that  diall  be  turned 
to  thy  joy. 

29  Then  shall  her  fetters  be  a 
strong  defence  for  thee,  and  her 
chains  a  robe  of  glory. 

30  For  there  is  a  golden  ornament 
upon  her,  £uid  her  bands  are  purple 
lace. 

31  ThoH  dialt  put  her  on  as  a  robe 
of  honour,  and  shalt  put  her  about 
thee  as  a  crown  of  joy. 

32  Sly  son,  if  thou  wilt,  thou  shalt 
be  taught :  and  if  thou  wilt  apply 
thy  mind,  thou  shalt  be  prudent. 

33  If  thou  love  to  hear,  thou  shalt 
receive  understanding :  and  if  thou 
bow  thine  ear,  thou  shalt  be  wise. 

34  Stand  in  the  multitude  of  the 
elders ;  and  deare  unto  him  that  is 
wise. 

35  Be  willing  to  hear  every  godly 
diKX)urse ;  and  let  not  the  parables 
of  imderstanding  escape  thee. 

36  And  if  thou  seest  a  man  of  un- 
derstanding, get  thee  betimes  tmto 
him,  and  let  thy  foot  wear  the  step? 
of  his  door. 

37  Let  thy  mind  be  upon  the  or- 
dinances of  the  Lord,  and  meditate 
continually  in  his  commandments: 
he  shall  establish  thine  heart,  and 
give  thee  wisdom  at  thine  o\s-n 
desire. 

CHAPTER  YIL 

1  R'e  art  exhorted  from  sin,  4  from  artiniiou, 
i pretumplion,  lu  oni /ainliag  in  prayer :  12 
from  lying  and  haci.lrtfing.  1*  atid  hoir  to  et- 
tfen  a  friend :  19  a  good  irife :  20  a  gerrant : 
.ti  our  C'lllle:  23  our  diildrtn  and  parent! : 
31  the  Lonl  and  hit  prUatt:  Si  the  yoor,  and 
thoie  that  moum. 

0  no  evil,  so  shall  no  harm 
come  unto  thee. 


D 


2  Depart  from  the  unjust,  and  ini- 
quity shall  turn  away  from  thee. 

3  My  son,  sow  not  upon  the  fur- 
rows of  imrighteousness,  and  thou 
shalt  not  reap  them  sevenfold. 

4  Seek  not  of  the  Lord  preemi- 
nence, neither  of  the  king  the  seat 
of  honour. 

5  Justify  not  thyself  l>efore  the 
Lord ;  and  boast  not  of  thy  wisdom 
before  the  king. 

6  Seek  not  to  be  judge,  being  not 
able  to  take  away  iniquity ;  lest  at 
any  time  thou  fear  the  person  of  the 
mighty,  and  lay  a  stmnblingblock  in 
the  way  of  thy  uprightness. 

7  Offend  not  against  the  multitude 
of  a  city,  and  then  thou  shalt  not  cast 
thyself  down  among  the  people. 

8  Bind  not  one  sin  upon  another; 
for  in  one  thou  shalt  not  be  un- 
punished. 

9  Siiy  not,  God  will  look  upon 
the  multitude  of  my  oblation^,  and 
when  I  ofier  to  the  most  high  God, 
he  will  accept  it. 

10  Be  not  fainthearted  when  thou 
makest  thy  prayer,  and  neglect  not 
to  give  alms. 

11  Laugh  no  man  to  scorn  in  the 
bitterness  of  his  soul :  fw  there  is 
one  which  him^ibkth  and  exalteth. 

12  DevL«e  not  a  lie  against  thy 
brother ;  neither  do  the  like  to  tiiy 
friend. 

13  Use  not  to  make  any  manner 
of  He :  for  the  custom  th^eof  is 
not  good. 

14  Use  not  many  words  in  a  multi- 
tude of  elders,  and  make  not  much 
babbling  when  thou  prayest, 

15  Hate  hot  laborious  work,  nei- 
ther husbandry,  which  the  most 
High  hath  (stlained. 

16  Number  not  thyself  among  the 
multitude  of  sinners,  but  remember 
that  ^Tath  wiU  not  tarry  long. 

17  Humble  thy  soul  greatly :  for 
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the  vengeance  of  the  ungodly  is  fire 
and  woiTOS. 

18  Change  not  a  friend  for  any 
good  by  no  means ;  neither  a  faitli- 
ful  hrother  for  tlie  gold  of  Opliir. 

19  Forego  not  a  wise  and  good 
•woman:  for  her  grace  is  above  gold. 

20  Whereas  thy  servant  work- 
eth  trhly,  entreat  him  not  evil,  nor 
the  hiieling  that  bestoweth  himself 
wholly  for  thee. 

21  Let  thy  soul  love  a  good  servant, 
and  defraud  him  not  of  liberty. 

22  Hast  thou  cattle  ?  have  an  eye 
to  them :  and  if  they  be  for  thy 
profit,  keep  them  ^vith  thee. 

23  Hast  thou  children  1  instruct 
them,  and  bow  down  their  neck 
from  their  youth. 

24  Hast  thou  daughters?  have  a 
care  of  their  body,  and  shew  not 
thyself  cheerful  toward  them. 

25  Many  thy  daughter,  and  so 
shalt  thou  have  performed  a  weigh- 
ty matter:  but  give  her  to  a  man 
of  understanding. 

26  Hast  thou  a  wife  after  thy  mind  ? 
forsake  her  not:  but  give  not  thy- 
self over  to  a  light  woirian. 

27  Honour  thy  father  with  thy 
whole  heart.,  and  forget  not  the 
sorrows  of  thy  mother. 

28  Remember  that  thou  wast  he- 
gotten  of  them ;  and  how  canst  thou 
recompense  them  the  things  that 
they  have  done  for  thee  1 

29  Fear  the  Lord  with  all  thy 
soul,  and  reverence  his  priests. 

30  Love  him  that  made  thee  with 
all  thy  strength,  and  foi-sake  not  his 
ministers. 

31  Fear  the  Lord,  and  honour  the 
priest;  and  give  him  his  portion, 
as  it  is  commanded  thee ;  the  first- 
fruits,  and  the  trespass  offering,  and 
the  gift  of  the  shoulders,  and  the 
sacrifice  of  sanctification,  and  the 
fiistfruits  of  the  holy  things. 


32  And  stretch  thine  hand  unto 
the  poor,  that  thy  blessing  may  be 
perfected. 

33  A  gift  hath  grace  in  the  eight 
of  every  man  living;  and  for  tiie 
dead  defciin  it  not. 

34  Fail  not  to  be  with  them  that 
weep,  and  momn  with  them  that 
mourn. 

35  Be  not  slow  to  visit  the  sick  : 
for  that  shall  make  thee  to  be  be< 
loved.  ia 

36  Whatsoever  thou  takest  in 
hand,  remember  the  end,  and  thou 
shalt  never  do  amiss. 

CHAPTER  VIIL 

1  Whom  tpe  may  not  ttrive  triih,  8  nor  ietpite, 
10  nor  provoke,  10  nor  have  to  do  wWi. 

STRIVE  not  with  a  mighty  man, 
lest  thou  fall  into  his  hands. 

2  Be  not  at  vaiiance  with  a  rich 
man,  lest  he  overweigh  thee :  for 
gold  hath  destroyed  many,  and  per- 
verted the  hearts  of  kings. 

3  Strive  not  with  a  man  that  is 
full  of  tongue,  and  heap  not  wood 
upon  his  fire. 

4  Jest  not  with  a  rude  man,  lest 
thy  ancestors  be  disgraced. 

5  Reproach  not  a  man  that  tum- 
eth  from  sin,  but  rememl>er  that  we 
are  all  worthy  of  punishment 

6  Dishonour  not  a  man  in  his  old 
age :  for  even  some  of  us  wax  old. 

7  Rejoice  not  over  thy  greatest, 
enemy  being  dead,  but  remembtr 
that  we  die  all. 

8  Despise  not  the  discourse  of  the 
wise,  but  acquaint  thyself  with  their 
proverbs:  for  of  them  thou  shalt 
learn  instruction,  and  how  to  serve 
great  men  with  ease. 

9  Miss  not  the  discourse  of  the 
elders :  for  they  also  learned  of 
their  fathers,  and  of  them  thou 
shalt  Icam  understanding,  and  to 
give  answer  an  need  requireth. 

10  Kindle  not  the  coals  of  a  sin- 
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ner,  lest  thou  be  bomt  with  the 
flame  of  his  fire. 

11  Eise  not  up  [in  anger]  at  the 
presence  of  an  injurious  person,  lest 
he  lie  in  wait  to  entrap  thee  in  thy 
words. 

12  Lend  not  unto  him  that  is 
mightier  than  thyself;  for  if  thou 
lendest  him,  count  it  hut  lost. 

13  Be  not  surety  above  thy  pow- 
er:  for  if  thou  be  surety,  take  care 
to  pay  it. 

14  Go  not  to  law  with  a  judge ; 
for  they  will  judge  for  him  accoid- 
ing  to  ins  honour. 

15  Travel  not  by  the  way  with  a 
bold  fellow,  lest  he  become  grievous 
unto  thee :  for  he  will  do  accord- 
ing to  his  own  will,  and  thou  shalt 
perish  witli  him  through  his  folly. 

16  Strive  not  with  an  angry  man, 
and  go  not  with  him  into  a  solitary 
place :  for  blood  is  as  nothing  in 
his  sight;  and  where  there  is  no 
help,  he  will  overthrow  thee. 

17  Consult  not  with  a  fool;  for  he 
cannot  keep  counsel. 

18  Do  no  secret  thing  before  a 
stranger ;  for  thou  knowest  not  what 
he  will  bring  forth. 

19  Open  not  tliine  heart  to  every 
man,  lest  he  requite  tliee  with  a 
direwd  turn, 

CHAPTER  EX. 

1  We  an  adrised  hov  to  ttse  onr  mret.  S  MThat 
tmme*  to  ormd.  10  And  net  to  chuvge  an  eld 
friend.  13  Sot  to  befunUiar  irilh  men  in  au- 
thority, 14  biU  to  tnoic  OHT  neij/bbourt,  IS  a»d 
to  conterie  tcUJi  trite  tam. 

BE  not  jealous  over  the  wife  of 
thy  bosom,  and  teach  her  not 
an  evil  lesson  against  thyself. 

2  Give  not  thy  soul  unto  a  woman 
to  set  lier  foot  upon  thy  substance. 

3  Meet  not  witli  an  harlot,  lest 
thou  fall  into  iier  snares. 

4  U.<e  not  much  the  company  of  a 
woman  tlat  is  a  singer,  lest  thou  be 
taken  with  her  attempts. 


5  Gaze  not  on  a  maid,  that  thou 
fall  not  by  those  things  that  are 
precious  in  her. 

6  Give  not  thy  soul  unto  harlots, 
that  thou  lose  not  thine  inheritance. 

7  Look  not  round  about  thee  in 
the  streets  of  the  city,  neither 
wander  thou  in  the  solitary  places 
there<£ 

8  Turn  away  thine  eye  firom  a 
beautiful  woman,  and  look  not  up- 
on anotlier's  beauty ;  for  many  have 
been  deceived  by  the  beauty  of  a 
woman ;  for  herewith  love  is  kindled 
as  a  fire. 

9  Sit  not  at  all  with  another  man's 
wife,  nor  sit  down  •with  her  in  thine 
arms,  and  spend  not  thy  money  with 
her  at  the  wine;  lest  thine  heart  in- 
cline unto  her,  and  so  through  thy 
desire  thou  fall  into  destruction. 

10  Forsake  not  an  old  friend ;  for 
the  new  is  not  comparable  to  him  : 
a  new  friend  is  as  new  wine :  when 
it  is  old,  thou  shalt  drink  it  with 
pleasure. 

11  Envy  not  the  glory  of  a  sinner: 
for  thou  knowest  not  what  shall  be 
his  end. 

12  Delight  not  in  the  thing  that 
the  ungodly  have  plea-sure  in;  but 
remember  they  shall  not  go  un- 
punished unto  their  grave. 

13  Keep  thee  far  from  the  man 
that  hath  power  to  kill;  so  shalt 
thou  not  doubt  the  fear  of  death : 
and  if  thou  come  unto  him,  make 
no  fault,  lest  he  take  away  thy  life 
presently :  remember  that  thou  go- 
est  in  the  midst  of  snares,  and  that 
thou  walkest  upon  the  battlements 
of  the  city. 

14  As  near  as  thou  canst,  guess 
at  thy  neighbour,  and  consult  with 
the  wise. 

15  Let  thy  talk  be  with  the  wise, 
and  all  thy  commtmication  in  the 
Liw  of  the  most  High. 
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16  And  let  ju<-1;  mm  eat  and  drink 
with  thee;  and  let  thy  glorying  be 
in  the  I'ear  of  the  Lord. 

17  For  the  iuind  of  the  artificer 
the  work  shall  be  commended  :  and 
the  wise  ruler  of  the  people  for  his 
speech. 

18  A  man  of  an  ill  tonp:ue  is  dan- 
gerous in  his  city;  and  he  that  is 
rash  in  his  talk  shall  be  hated. 

CHAPTER  X. 

1  The  commodUies  of  a  mse  ruler.  ♦  God  teffefh 
him  up.  7  The  tiiconvenienciet  of  prvle,  in- 
juUice,  and  covetoutues*.  14  WJuU  God  hath 
done  to  the  proud.  19  Who  ehatl  be  lumoured, 
29  and  tvho  not. 

A  WISE  judge  will  instruct  his 
people;    and  the  government 
of  a  prudent  man  is  well  oi-dered. 

2  As  the  judge  of  the  people  is 
himself,  so  are  liis  otficei-s ;  and 
what  manner  of  man  the  ruler  of 
the  city  i^,  such  are  all  they  that 
dwell  therein. 

3  An  unwise  king  destroyeth  his 
people;  but  through  the  pnidence 
of  them  which  are  in  authority  the 
city  shall  be  inhabited. 

4  The  power  of  the  earth  is  in 
the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  in  due 
time  he  will  set  over  it  one  that  is 
profitable. 

5  In  the  hand  of  God  is  the  pros- 
perity of  man :  and  upon  the  person 
of  the  scribe  shall  he  lay  his  honour. 

6  Bear  not  liatred  to  thy  neighbour 
for  every  wrong ;  and  do  nothiiig  at 
all  by  injurious  practices. 

7  Pride  is  hateful  before  God  and 
man :  and  by  both  dotli  one  com- 
mit iniquity. 

8  Because  of  unrighteous  dealings, 
injuries,  and  riches  got  by  deceit, 
the  kingdom  is  translated  from  one 
people  to  another. 

9  Why  is  earth  and  ashes  proud  ? 
There  is  not  a  more  wicked  tiling 
than  a  covetous  man :  for  such  an 
one  setteth  his  own  soul  to  sale ; 
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because  while  he  liveth  he  casteth 
away  his  bowels. 


10  Tiie  physician  cutteth  oiFa  long 
disease ;  and  he  that  is  to  day  a 
king  to  morrow  sha'l  die. 

11  For  when  a  man  is  dead,  he 
shall  inherit  creeping  things,  beasts, 
and  worms. 

12  The  beginning  of  pride  is  -whesa. 
one  di'parteth  from  God,  and  his 
heart  is  turned  away  from  his 
Maker. 

13  For  pride  is  the  beginning  of 
sin,  and  he  that  hath  it  shall  pour 
out  abomination :  and  therefore  the 
Lord  brought  upon  them  strange 
calamities,  and  overthrew  them  ut- 
terly. 

14  The  Lord  hath  cast  down  the 
thrones  of  proud  princes,  and  set 
up  the  meek  in  thiir  stend. 

15  The  Lord  hath  plucked  up 
the  roots  of  the  proud  nations,  and 
planted  the  lowly  in  their  place. 

16  The  Lord  overthrew  countries 
of  the  heathen,  and  destroyed  them 
to  the  foundations  of  the  earth. 

17  He  took  some  of  them  away, 
and  destroyed  tiiem,  and  hath  made 
their  memorial  to  cciise  from  the 
earth. 

18  Pride  was  not  made  for  men, 
nor  furious  anger  for  them  that  axe 
born  of  a  woman. 

19  They  that  fear  the  Lord  are  a 
sure  seed,  and  they  that  love  him  an 
honourable  plant :  they  that  regard 
not  the  law  are  a  dishonourable 
seed ;  they  that  transjiress  the  com- 
mandments are  a  deceivahle  seed. 

20  Among  brethren  he  that  is  chief 
is  honourable;  so  are  they  that  fear 
the  Lord  in  his  eyes. 

21  The  fear  of  the  Lord  goeth  be- 
fore the  obtaining  of  authority :  but 
roughness  and  pride  is  the  losing 
thereof. 

22  Whether  he  be  rich,  noUe,  or 
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poor,  their  glory  is  the  fear  of  the 
Lonl. 

23  It  is  not  meet  to  despise  the 
poor  man  that  hath  understanding ; 
neither  is  it  convenient  to  magnity 
a  sinful  man. 

24  Great  men,  and  judges,  and 
potentates,  shall  be  honoiu-ed;  yet 
is  there  none  of  them  greater  than 
he  that  feareth  tlie  Lord. 

25  Unto  the  servant  that  is  wise 
shall  they  that  are  free  do  service  : 
and  he  thiat  bath  knowledge  yn\\  not 
grudge  when  he  is  reformed. 

26  Be  not  overwise  in  doing  thy 
business ;  and  boast  not  thyself  in 
the  time  of  thy  distress. 

27  Better  is  he  that  laboureth,  and 
aboundeth  in  all  ^things,  than  he 
that  boasteth  himself,  and  wanteth 
bread. 

28  !My  son,  glorify  thy  soul  in 
meekness,  and  give  it  honour  ac- 
cording to  the  dignitv'  thereof. 

29  ^\^lo  will  justify  him  that  sin- 
neth  again.st  his  own  soul  1  and  who 
will  honour  him  that  dishonoxu-eth 
his  own  lifel 

30  The  poor  man  is  honoured  for 
his  skill,  and  the  rich  man  is  ho- 
noured for  his  riches. 

31  He  that  is  honoured  in  poverty, 
how  much  more  in  richest  and  he 
that  is  dishonourable  in  riches,  bow 
much  more  in  poverty! 

CHAPTER  XL 

4  We  may  not  vaunt  or  tei  forth  ourtdvtt,  8  nor 
amxoer  nuhlp,  10  not  med/IU  teitb  manp  mai- 
lert.  14  M'eauh  and  all  thiugi  eUe  are  from 
God.  2t  Brag  not  of  tkp  weaiih,  29  nor  bring 
tvert  man  into  tkn  "komte. 

WISDOM  lifteth  up  the  head 
of  liinj  that  is  of  low  degree, 
and  maketh  him  to  sit  among  great 
men. 

2  CJommend  not  a  man  for  his 
beauty:  neitlier  abhor  a  man  for  liis 
outward  appearance. 

3  The  bee  is  little  among  such  as 


fly;   but  her  fruit  is  the  chief  of 
sweet  thingi*. 

4  Boast  not  of  thy  clothing  and 
raiment,  and  exalt  not  tliyseK  in 
the  day  of  honour:  for  the  works 
of  the  Lord  are  wonderful,  and  his 
works  among  men  are  hidden. 

5  INIany  kings  have  sat  down  up- 
on the  ground;  and  one  that  was 
never  thought  of  hath  worn  the 
crown. 

6  Many  mighty  men  have  been 
greatly  disgraced ;  and  the  honour- 
able delivered  into  other  men's  hand". 

7  Blame  not  before  thou  hast  ex- 
amined the  truth:  understand  first, 
and  then  rebuke. 

8  Answer  not  before  thou  hast 
heard  the  cause :  neither  interrupt 
men  in  the  midst  of  their  talk. 

9  Strive  not  in  a  matter  that  oon- 
cemeth  thee  not;  and  sit  not  in 
judgment  with  sinners, 

10  My  son,  med>ile  not  with  many 
matters :  for  if  thou  meddle  mudi, 
thou  shalt  not  be  innocent;  and  if 
thou  follow  after,  thou  shalt  not  ob- 
tain, neither  shalt  thou  escape  by 
fleeing. 

11  There  is  one  that  laboureth, 
and  taketh  pains,  and  maketh  haste, 
and  is  so  muth  the  more  behind. 

12  Again,  there  is  another  that  is 
slow,  and  hath  netd  of  help,  want- 
ing ability,  and  full  of  poverty ;  yet 
the  eye  of  the  Lord  looked  upon 
him  for  good,  and  set  him  up  from 
his  low  estate, 

13  And  lifted  up  his  head  from 
misery;  so  that  many  that  saw  it 
marvelled  at  him. 

14  Prosperity  and  adversity,  Hfs 
and  death,  poverty  and  riches,  come 
of  the  Lord. 

15  Wisdom,  knowledge,  and  un- 
derstanding of  the  law,  are  of  the 
Lord :  love,  and  the  way  of  good 
works,  are  from  him. 
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16  Error  and  darkness  had  thtir 
beginning  together  with  sinners : 
and  evil  shall  wax  old  with  them 
that  glory  therein. 

17  The  gift  of  the  Lord  remain- 
eth  with  the  godly,  and  his  favour 
bringeth  prosperity  for  ever. 

18  There  is  that  waxeth  rich  by 
his  waiiness  and  pinching,  and  this 
is  the  portion  of  his  reward  : 

19  Whereas  he  saith,  I  have  found 
rest,  and  now  will  eat  continually  of 
my  goods ;  and  yet  he  knoweth  not 
what  time  shall  come  upon  him,  and 
that  he  must  leave  those  things  to 
others,  and  die. 

20  Be  stedfast  in  thy  covenant, 
and  be  conversant  therein,  and  wax 
old  in  thy  work. 

21  Marvel  not  at  the  works  of  sin- 
ners ;  but  trust  in  the  Lord,  and 
abide  in  thy  labour:  for  it  is  an  easy 
thing  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  on  the 
sudden  to  make  a  poor  man  rich. 

22  The  blessing  of  the  Lord  is  in 
the  reward  of  the  godly,  and  sudden- 
ly he  maketh  his  blessing  to  flourish. 

23  Say  not.  What  profit  is  there  of 
my  service?  and  what  good  things 
shall  I  have  hereafter? 

24  Again,  say  not,  I  have  enough, 
and  possess  many  things,  and  what 
evil  can  come  to  me  hereafter  ? 

25  In  the  day  of  prosperity  there 
is  a  forgetfulness  of  affliction :  and 
in  the  day  of  affliction  there  is  no 
more  remembrance  of  prosperity. 

26  For  it  is  an  easy  thing  unto  the 
Lord  in  the  day  of  death  to  reward 
a  man  according  to  his  ways. 

27  The  affliction  of  an  hour  mak- 
eth a  man  forget  pleasure  :  and  in 
his  end  his  deeds  shall  be  dis- 
covered. 

28  Judge  none  blessed  before  his 
death:  for  a  man  shall  be  known 
in  his  children. 

29  Bring  not  every  man  into  thine 


house :   for  the  deceitful  man  hath 
many  trains. 

30  Like  as  a  partridge  taken  [and 
kept]  in  a  cage,  so  is  the  lieart  of 
the  proud ;  and  like  as  a  spy,  watch- 
eth  he  for  thy  fall : 

31  For  he  lieth  in  wait,  and  tum- 
eth  good  into  evil,  and  in  things 
worthy  praise  will  lay  blame  upon 
thee. 

32  Of  a  spark  of  Are  a  heap  of 
coals  is  kindled :  and  a  sinful  man 
layeth  wait  for  blocd. 

33  Take  heed  of  a  mischievous 
man,  for  he  worketh  wickedness; 
lest  he  bring  upon  thee  a  perpetual 
blot. 

34  Eeceive  a  stranger  into  thine 
house,  and  he  will  disturb  thee,  and 
turn  thee  out  of  thine  own. 

CHAPTER  XIL 

2  Be  not  liberal  to  the  ungodly-   lo  IVtuf  not 
thine  enemy,  nor  the  wicked. 

WHEN  thou  wilt  do  good,  know 
to  whom  thou  doest  it;  so  shalt 
thou  be  thanked  for  thy  benefits. 

2  Do  good  to  the  godly  man,  and 
thou  shalt  find  a  recompence ;  and 
if  not  from  him,  yet  from  the  most 
High. 

3  There  can  no  good  come  to  liim 
that  is  always  occupied  in  evil,  nor 
to  him  that  giveth  no  alms. 

4  Give  to  the  godly  man,  and  help 
not  a  sinner. 

6  Do  well  unto  him  that  is  lowly, 
but  give  not  to  the  ungodly :  hold 
back  thy  bread,  and  give  it  not  unto 
him,  lest  he  overmaster  thee  there- 
by :  for  [else]  thou  shalt  receive 
twice  as  much  evil  for  all  the  good 
thou  shalt  have  done  unto  him. 

6  For  the  most  High  hateth  sin- 
ners, and  will  repay  vengemce  un- 
to the  ungodly,  and  keepeth  them 
jigainst  the  mighty  day  of  their 
punishment. 
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7  Give  unto  the  good,  and  help 
not  the  sinner. 

8  A  friend  cannot  be  known  in 
prospei  ity :  and  an  enemy  cannot  be 
bidden  in  adversity. 

9  In  the  prosperity  of  a  man 
enemies  will  be  grieved :  but  in 
his  adversity  even  a  friend  will 
depart. 

10  Never  trust  thine  enemy :  for 
like  as  iron  rusteth,  so  is  his  wick- 
edness. 

11  Though  he  humble  himself,  and 
go  crouching,  yet  take  good  heed 
and  beware  of  him,  and  thou  shalt 
be  unto  him  as  if  thou  hadst  wiped 
a  lookingglass,  and  thou  shalt  know 
that  his  rust  hath  not  been  altoge- 
ther wiped  away. 

12  Set  him  not  by  thee,  lest,  when 
he  hath  overtbro«-n  thee,  he  stand 
up  in  thy  place;  neither  let  him 
sit  at  thy  riglit  hand,  lest  he  seek 
to  take  thy  seat,  and  thou  at  the 
last  remember  my  words,  and  be 
pricked  therewith. 

13  Who  wUl  pity  a  charmer  that 
is  bitten  with  a  serpent,  or  any  such 
as  come  nigh  wUd  beasts  ? 

14  S:o  one  that  goeth  to  a  sinner, 
and  is  defiled  with  him  in  his  tins, 
who  will  pity  1 

15  For  a  while  he  will  abide  with 
thee,  but  if  thou  begin  to  fell,  he 
will  not  tarry. 

16  An  enemy  ppeaketh  sweetly 
with  hLs  lips,  but  in  his  heart  he 
imagineth  how  to  throw  thee  into  a 
pit :  he  will  weep  with  his  eyes,  but 
if  he  find  opportunity,  he  will  not 
be  satisfied  with  blood. 

17  If  adversity  come  upon  thee, 
thou  shalt  find  him  there  first;  and 
though  he  pretend  to  help  thee,  yet 
shall  he  imdermine  thee. 

18  He  will  shake  his  head,  and 
clap  his  hands,  and  whisper  much, 
ai;d  change  his  countenance 
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1  Keep  not  company  trilh  the  proiui,  or  a  mightier 
than  thytdf.  15  Like  icill  to  like.  21  Tlte  dif- 
ference beticeen  the  rich  and  the  poor.  2S  A 
man's  heart  wiU  change  hia  couHteauttee. 

HE  that  touch eth  pitch  shall  be 
defiled  therewith;  and  he  that 
hath  fellowship  with  a  proud  man 
shall  be  like  unto  him. 

2  Burden  not  thyself  above  thy 
power  while  thou  livest ;  and  have 
no  fellowship  with  one  that  is  migh- 
tier and  richer  than  tliyself :  for 
how  agree  the  kettle  and  the  earth- 
en pot  together?  for  if  the  one  be 
smitten  against  the  other,  it  shall 
be  broken. 

3  The  rich  man  hath  done  wrong, 
and  yet  he  threateneth  withal :  the 
poor  is  wronged,  and  he  must  in- 
tTiat  al'O. 

4  If  thou  be  for  his  profit,  he  will 
use  thee  :  but  if  thou  have  nothing, 
he  will  forsake  thee. 

5  If  thou  have  any  thing,  he  will 
live  with  thee :  yea,  he  wiU  make 
thee  bare,  and  will  not  be  sorry 
for  it. 

6  If  he  have  need  of  thee,  he  wiU 
dtceive  thee,  and  smile  upon  thee, 
and  put  thee  in  hope ;  he  will  speak 
thee  fair,  and  say,  What  wantest 
thou? 

7  And  he  will  shame  thee  by  his 
meats,  until  he  have  drawTi  thee  dry 
twice  or  thrice,  and  at  the  last  he 
will  laugh  thee  to  scorn:  afterward, 
when  he  seeth  thee,  he  will  forsake 
thee,  and  shake  his  head  at  thee. 

8  Beware  that  thou  be  not  deceiv- 
ed, and  brought  down  in  thy  jollity. 

9  If  Ihou  be  invited  of  a  mighty 
man,  withdraw  thyself,  and  so  much 
the  more  will  he  invite  thee. 

10  Press  thou  not  upon  him,  lest 
thou  be  put  lack  ;  stand  not  far  off, 
lest  thou  be  forgotten. 

11  Affect  not  to  be  made  equal 
unto  him  in  talk,  and  believe  not 
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liis  many  words:  for  witli  much 
<x)mmmiication  will  lie  tempt  thee, 
and  smiling  upon  thee  will  get  out 
thy  stcrets : 

12  But  cruelly  he  will  lay  up  tliy 
words,  and  will  not  spare  to  do  thee 
hurt,  and  to  put  thee  in  prison. 

13  Observe,  and  take  good  heed, 
for  thou  walkest  in  peril  of  tliy  over- 
throwing :  wlien  thou  liearest  these 
things,  awake  in  thy  sleep. 

14  Love  the  Lord  all  thy  life,  and 
call  upon  him  for  thy  salvation. 

15  Every  beast  loveth  his  like,  and 
every  man  loveth  his  neighbour, 

16  All  flesh  consorteth  according 
to  kind,  and  a  man  will  deave  to 
his  like. 

17  What  fellowship  hath  the  wolf 
with  the  lamb  i  so  the  sinner  with 
the  godly. 

18  What  agreement  is  there  be- 
tween the  hyena  and  a  dog?  and 
what  peace  between  the  rich  and 
the  poor? 

19  As  the  wild  ass  is  the  lion's 
prey  in  the  wilderness :  so  the  rich 
eat  up  the  poor. 

20  As  the  provwl  hate  humility: 
so  doth  the  rich  abhor  the  poor. 

21 A  rich  man  beginning  to  fall  is 
held  up  of  his  friends :  but  a  poor 
man  being  down  is  thrust  also  away 
by  hLs  friends. 

22  When  a  rich  man  is  fallen,  he 
hath  many  helpers :  he  speaketh 
things  not  to  be  spoken,  and  yet 
men  justify  him :  the  poor  man 
slipped,  and  yet  they  rebuked  him 
too;  he  spake  wisely,  and  could 
have  no  place. 

23  When  a  rich  man  speaketh, 
every  man  holdeth  his  tongue,  and, 
look,  what  he  saith,  thoy  extol  it  to 
the  clouds :  but  if  tiie  poor  man 
speak,  they  say.  What  fellow  is  this? 
and  if  he  stumble,  tliey  will  help  to 
overthrow  him. 


24  Eiches  are  good  unto  him  that 
hatli  no  sin,  and  poverty  is  evil  in 
the  mouth  of  the  ungodly. 

25  The  heart  of  a  man  changeth 
his  countenance,  whether  it  be  for 
good  or  evil :  and  a  merry  heart 
maketh  a  cheerful  countenance. 

26  A  cheerful  countenance  is  a  to- 
ken of  a  heart  that  is  in  prosperity; 
and  the  finding  out  of  parables  is  a 
wearisome  labour  of  the  mind. 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

1  A  good  conscience  maketh  men  happy.  8  Th« 
niggard  doelh  good  to  noiie.  13  But  do  thou 
gio I.  20  Men  are  Juippy  that  draw  near  to 
iinsclom. 

BLESSED  is  the  man  that  hath 
not  slipped  with  his  mouth,  and 
is  not  pricked  with  the  multitude 
of  sins. 

2  Blessed  is  he  whose  conscience 
hath  not  condemned  him,  and  who 
is  not  fallen  from  his  hope  in  the 
Lord. 

3  Riches  are  not  comely  for  a  nig- 
gard :  and  what  should  an  envious 
man  do  with  money? 

4  He  that  gatlureth  by  defrauding 
his  own  soul  gathereth  for  others, 
that  shall  spend  his  goods  riotously. 

6  He  that  is  evil  to  himself,  to 
wliom  will  he  be  good?  he  shall  not 
take  pleasure  in  his  goods. 

6  There  is  none  worse  than  he 
that  envieth  himself ;  and  this  is 
a  recompence  of  his  wickedness. 

7  And  if  lie  doeth  good,  he  doetli 
it  unwillingly ;  and  at  the  last  he 
will  declare  his  wickedness. 

8  The  envious  man  liath  a  wicked 
eye ;  he  turneth  away  his  fiice,  and 
despiseth  men. 

9  A  covetous  man*s  eye  is  not 
satisfied  with  liis  portion  ;  and  the 
iniquity  of  the  wicked  drieth  up  his 
soul. 

10  A  wicked  eye  envieth  [his] 
biead,  and  he  is  a  niggard  at  his 
table. 


Apocrypha, 


ECCLESIASTICUS,  XV. 


Apocrj/pha. 


11  My  son,  according  to  thy  ability 
do  good  to  thyself,  and  give  the 
Lord  his  due  offering. 

12  Kemember  that  death  will  not 
be  long  in  coming,  and  that  the  co- 
venant of  the  grave  is  not  shewed 
unto  thee. 

13  Do  good  unto  thy  friend  before 
thou  die,  and  according  to  thy  abi- 
lity stretch  out  thy  hand  and  give 
to  him. 

14  Defraud  not  tliyself  of  the  good 
day,  and  let  not  the  part  of  a  good 
desire  overpass  thee. 

15  Shalt  thou  not  leave  thy  tra- 
vails unto  another  ?  and  thy  labours 
to  be  divided  by  lot  1 

16  Give,  and  take,  and  sanctify 
thy  soul ;  for  there  is  no  seeking 
of  dainties  in  the  grave. 

17  All  flesh  waxeth  old  as  a 
garment :  for  the  covenant  from  the 
beginning  is,  Thou  shalt  die  the 
death, 

18  As  of  the  green  leaves  on  a 
thick  tree,  some  fall,  and  some  grow: 
so  is  the  generation  of  flesh  and 
blood,  one  cometh  to  an  end,  and 
another  is  bom. 

19  Every  work  rotteth  and  con- 
sumeth  away,  and  the  worker  there- 
of shall  go  withal. 

20  Blessed  is  the  man  that  doth 
meditate  good  things  in  wisdom,  and 
that  reasoneth  of  holy  things  by  his 
understanding. 

21  He  that  considereth  her  ways 
in  his  heart  shall  also  have  under- 
standing in  her  secrets. 

22  Go  after  her  as  one  that  traceth, 
and  lie  in  wait  in  her  ways. 

23  He  that  prieth  in  at  her  win- 
dows shall  also  hearken  at  her 
doors. 

24  He  that  doth  lodge  near  her 
house  shall  also  fasten  a  pin  in  her 
walls. 

25  He  sJ'all  pitch  his  tent  nj?h 


unto  her,  and  shall  lodge  in  a  lodg- 
ing where  good  things  are. 

26  He  shall  set  his  children  trader 
her  shelter,  and  shall  lodge  under 
her  branches. 

27  By  her  he  shall  he  covered  from 
heat,  and  in  her  glory  shall  he  dwell. 

CHAPTER  XV. 

2  WU'Jomemhraeefh  those  that  fear  God.  7  The 
wicked  shall  not  get  )ier.  11  H  e  may  not  ehargt 
God  vnth  oiir/auUs:  \ifor  he  made,  and  kjt 
u«  to  oureeiiM. 

HE  that  feareth  the  Lord  will  do 
good;  and  he  that  hath  the 
knowledge  of  the  law  shall  obtain 
her. 

2  And  as  a  mother  shall  she  meet 
him,  and  receive  him  as  a  wife 
married  of  a  virgin. 

3  With  the  bread  of  understanding 
shall  she  feed  him,  and  give  him 
the  water  of  wisdom  to  drink. 

4  He  sliall  be  stayed  upon  her. 
and  shall  not  be  moved ;  and  shall 
rely  upon  her,  and  shall  not  be  con- 
founded. 

6  She  shall  exalt  him  above  his 
neighbours,  and  in  the  midst  of 
the  coBgregatiou  shall  she  open  his 
mouth, 

6  He  shall  find  joy  and  a  crown  of 
gladness,  and  she  shall  cause  him 
to  inherit  an  everlasting  name. 

7  But  foolish  men  shall  not  attain 
unto  her,  and  sinners  shall  not  see 
her. 

8  For  she  is  far  from  pride,  and 
men  that  are  liars  cannot  remem- 
ber her. 

9  Praise  is  not  seemly  in  the 
mouth  of  a  sinner,  for  it  was  not 
sent  him  of  the  Lord. 

10  For  praise  shall  be  uttered  in 
wisdom,  and  the  Lord  will  prosper  it. 

11  Say  not  thou,  It  is  thjougii  the 
Lord  that  I  fell  away :  for  thou 
oughtest  not  to  do  the  things  that 
he  hateth. 

12  Say  not  thou,  He  hath  caused 
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me  to  err :  for  he  hath  no  need  of 
the  sinful  man. 

13  The  Lord  hateth  all  abominar 
lion  ;  and  they  that  fear  God  love 
it  not. 

14  He  himself  made  man  from  the 
beginning,  and  left  him  in.  the  hand 
of  his  counsel ; 

15  If  tliou  -wilt,  to  keep  the  com- 
mandments, and  to  perform  accept- 
able faithfulness. 

16  He  hath  set  fire  and  water  be- 
fore thee :  stretch  forth  thy  hand 
unto  wliether  thou  wilt. 

17  Before  man  is  life  and  deatli; 
and  whether  him  liketh  shall  be 
given  bim. 

18  For  the  wisdom  of  the  Lord  is 
great,  and  he  is  mighty  in  power, 
and  beholdeth  all  things : 

19  And  bis  eyes  are  upon  them 
that  fear  him,  and  he  knoweth  every 
work  of  man. 

20  He  bath  commanded  no  man  to 
do  wickedly,  neither  liath  he  given 
any  man  licence  to  sin. 

CHAPTER  XVI. 

\  Ilis  heller  to  have  none,  than  many  leivd  chil- 
dren. 6  The  mcled  are  not  spared  for  Iheir 
numher.  12  Both  the  wrath  aiul  the  mercy  of 
the  Lord  are  great,  17  The  leicted  cannot  be 
hid,  20  God's  works  are  unsearchable. 

DESIEE  not  a  multitude  of  un- 
profitable children,  neither  de- 
light in  ungodly  sons. 

2  Though  they  multiply,  rejoice 
not  in  them,  except  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  be  with  them. 

3  Trust  not  thou  in  their  life, 
neither  respect  their  multitude :  ibr 
one  that  is  just  is  better  than  a 
thousand;  and  better  it  is  to  die 
without  children,  than  to  have  them 
that  are  ungodly. 

4  For  by  one  that  hath  understand- 
ing shall  the  city  be  replenished : 
but  the  kindred  of  the  wicked  shall 
speedily  become  desolate. 

5  Many  such  things  have  I  seen 


with  mine  eyes,  and  mine  ear  hath 
heard  greater  things  than  these. 

6  In  the  congregation  of  the  un- 
godly shall  a  fire  be  kindled  ;  and 
in  a  rebellious  nation  wrath  is  set 
on  fire. 

7  He  was  not  pacified  toward  the 
old  giants,  who  fell  away  in  the 
strength  of  their  foolishness. 

8  Neither  sx^red  he  the  place 
where  Lot  sojourned,  but  abhorred 
them  for  their  pride. 

9  He  pitied  not  the  people  of 
perdition,  who  were  taken  away  in 
their  sins : 

10  Nor  the  six  hundred  thousand 
footmen,  who  were  gathered  together 
in  the  hardness  of  their  iiearts. 

11  And  if  there  be  one  stiifnecked 
among  the  people,  it  is  marvel  if  he 
escape  unpunished  :  for  meicy  and 
wrath  are  with  bim  ;  he  is  mighty 
to  forgive,  and  to  pour  out  displea- 
sure. 

12  As  his  mercy  is  great,  so  is  his 
correction  also :  he  judgeth  a  man 
according  to  his  works. 

13  'Jhe  sinner  thall  not  escape 
with  his  spoils :  and  the  patience  of 
the  godly  shall  not  be  frustrate. 

14  Make  way  for  every  work  of 
mercy :  for  every  man  shall  find  ac- 
cording to  his  works. 

15  The  Lord  hardened  Pharaoh, 
that  he  should  not  know  him,  that 
his  powerful  works  might  be  known 
to  the  world. 

16  His  mercy  is  manifest  to  every 
creature  ;  and  he  hath  separated  his 
light  from  the  daikness  with  an 
adamant. 

17  Say  not  thou,  I  will  hide  my- 
self from  the  Lord :  shall  any  re- 
mtmber  me  from  above?  I  shall 
not  be  remembered  among  so  many 
people :  for  what  is  my  soul  among 
such  an  infinite  number  of  crea- 
tures 1 
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18  Behold,  the  heaven,  and  the 
heaven  of  heavens,  the  deep,  and 
the  earth,  and  all  that  therein  is, 
shall  be  moved  when  he  shall  visit. 

19  The  mounfciins  also  and  foun- 
dations of  the  earth  shall  be  shaken 
with  trembling,  when  the  Lordlook- 
eth  upon  them. 

20  No  heart  can  think  upon  these 
things  worthily  :  and  who  is  able  to 
conceive  his  ways  1 

21  It  is  a  tempest  which  no  man 
can  see :  for  the  most  part  of  his 
works  are  hid. 

22  Who  can  declare  the  works  of 
his  justice?  or  who  can  endure 
them?  for  his  covenant  is  afar  oft', 
and  the  trial  of  all  things  is  in  the 
end. 

23  He  that  wanteth  understand- 
ing will  think  upon  vain  things: 
and  a  foolish  man  erring  imagineth 
follies. 

24  My  son,  hearken  unto  me, 
and  leara  knowledge,  and  mark  my 
words  with  thy  heart. 

25  I  will  shew  forth  doctrine  in 
weiglit,  and  declare  his  knowledge 
exactly. 

26  The  works  of  the  Lord  are  done 
in  judgment  from  the  beginning: 
and  from  the  time  he  made  them 
he  disposed  the  parts  thereof. 

27  He  garnished  his  works  for 
ever,  and  in  his  hand  are  the  chief 
of  them  unto  all  generations :  they 
neither  labour,  nor  are  weary,  nor 
cease  from  their  works. 

28  None  of  them  hindereth  an- 
other, and  they  shall  never  disobey 
his  word. 

29  After  this  the  Lord  looked  up- 
on the  earth,  and  filled  it  with  Ms 
bleasings. 

30  With  all  manner  of  living 
things  hath  he  covered  the  face 
thereof ;  and  they  shall  return  into 
it  again. 


Apocrypha. 
CHAPTER  XVII. 

1  Bow  God  created  and  furnished  man.  U  Atmd 
all  sin :  19 for  God  teeth  ail  thing*.  25  Turn  to 
him  ichUe  thou  livett. 

THE  Lord  created  man  of  the 
earth,  and  turned  him  into  it 
again. 

2  He  gave  them  few  days,  and  a 
short  time,  and  power  also  over  the 
things  therein. 

3  He  endued  them  with  strength 
by  themselves,  and  made  them  ac- 
cording to  his  image, 

4  And  put  the  fear  of  man  upon, 
all  flesh,  and  gave  him  dominion 
over  beasts  and  fowls. 

5  [They  received  the  use  of  the 
five  operations  of  the  Lord,  and  in 
the  sixth  place  he  imparted  them 
understanding,  and  in  the  seventh 
speech,  an  interpreter  of  the  cogi- 
tations thereof.] 

6  Counsel,  and  a  tongue,  and  eyes, 
ears,  and  a  heart,  gave  he  them  to 
understand. 

7  Withal  he  filled  them  with  the 
knowledge  of  understanding,  and 
shewed  them  good  and  evU. 

8  He  set  his  eye  upon  their  hearts, 
that  he  might  shew  them  the  great- 
ness of  his  works. 

9  He  gave  them  to  glory  in  his 
marvellous  acts  for  ever,  that  they 
miglit  declare  his  works  with  under- 
standing. 

10  And  the  elect  shall  praise  his 
holy  name. 

11  Beside  this  he  gave  them  know- 
ledge, and  the  law  of  life  for  an 
ht  ritage. 

12  He  made  an  everlasting  cove- 
nant with  tliem,  and  shewed  them 
his  judgments. 

13  Their  eyes  saw  the  majesty  of 
his  glory  and  their  ears  heard  his 
glorious  voice. 

14  And  lie  said  unto  them,  Beware 
of  all  unrighteousness ;  and  he  gave 
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every  man  commandment  concern- 
ing liis  neighbour. 

15  Their  ways  are  ever  before  him, 
and  shall  not  be  hid  from  his  eyes. 

16  Every  man  Irom  his  youth  is 
given  to  evil ;  neither  could  they 
make  to  themselves  fleshy  hearts 
for  stony. 

17  lor  in  the  division  of  the  na- 
tions of  the  whole  esirth  he  set  a 
ruler  over  every  people  ;  but  Israel 
is  the  Loid's  poition : 

18  Whom,  being  his  firstborn,  he 
nourisheth  with  discipline,  and  giv- 
ing him  the  light  ot  his  love  doth 
not  forsake  him. 

19  Therefore  all  their  works  are 
as  the  sun  before  him,  and  his  eyes 
are  continually  upon  then-  ways. 

20  None  of  their  unrighteous  deeds 
are  hid  from  him,  but  all  their  sins 
are  before  the  Lord. 

21  But  the  Lord  being  gracious, 
and  knowing  his  workmanship,  nei- 
ther left  nor  forsook  them,  but  spar- 
ed them. 

22  The  alms  of  a  man  is  as  a  sig- 
net with  him,  and  he  will  keep  the 
good  deeds  of  man  as  the  apple  of 
the  eye,  and  give  repentance  to  his 
sons  and  daugl  iters. 

23  Afterwiirds  he  will  rise  up  and 
reward  them,  and  render  their  re- 
compence  upon  their  heads. 

24  But  unto  them  that  repent,  he 
granted  them  return,  and  comforted 
those  that  failed  in  patience. 

25  Eetum  unto  the  Lord,  and 
forsake  thy  sins,  make  thy  prayer 
before  his  face,  and  offend  less. 

26  Tmn  again  to  tlie  most  High, 
and  turn  away  from  iniquity :  for  he 
will  lead  thee  out  of  darkness  into 
the  light  of  health,  and  hate  thou 
abomination  vehemently. 

27  ^^  ho  shall  praise  the  most  High 
in  the  grave,  instead  of  them  which 
live  and  give  thanks  ? 


28  Thanksgiving  perisheth  from 
the  dead,  as  from  one  that  is  not : 
the  living  and  soiuid  in  heai't  shall 
praise  the  Loixl. 

29  How  great  is  the  lovingkind- 
ness  of  the  Lord  our  God,  and  his 
compassion  unto  s-uch  as  turn  unto 
him  in  holiness ! 

30  For  all  things  cannot  be  in 
men,  because  the  son  of  man  is  not 
immortal. 

31  What  is  brighter  than  the  sun? 
yet  the  light  thereof  faileth :  and 
flesh  and  blood  will  imagine  evil. 

32  He  yieweth  the  power  of  the 
height  of  heaven ;  and  all  men  are 
but  earth  and  ashes. 

CHAPTER  XVnL 

4  God^t  teorks  are  (e  be  wtn^dered  at.  9  JIfanV 
life  U  sh«rt.  11  God  is  merciful.  18  Do  not 
blemish  thy  good  deeds  ici/h  ill  v:ordt.  22  D^tr 
not  to  be  justified.  30  Follow  not  thy  lusts. 

HE  that  liveth  for  ever  created 
all  things  in  general. 

2  The  Loixi  only  is  nghteous,  and 
there  is  none  other  but  he, 

3  Who  governeth  the  world  with 
the  palm  of  his  hand,  and  all  things 
obey  his  will :  for  he  is  the  King 
of  all,  by  his  power  dividing  holy 
things  among  them  from  proiiane. 

4  To  whom  hath  he  given  power 
to  declare  his  works?  and  who  shall 
find  out  his  noble  acts  ? 

5  Who  shall  number  the  strength 
of  his  majesty  ?  and  who  shall  also 
tell  out  his  mercies? 

6  As  for  the  wondrous  works  of 
the  Lord,  there  may  nothing  be 
ta;ken  from  them,  neither  may  any 
thing  be  put  unto  tliem,  neither 
can  the  ground  of  them  be  found 
out. 

7  When  a  man  hath  done,  then  be 
bi  ginneth ;  and  when  he  leaveth  oflF, 
then  he  shall  be  doubtful. 

8  What  is  man,  and  whereto  serv- 
eth  he  ?  what  is  his  good,  and  what 
is  his  evil  1 
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9  Tlie  iiuiiiber  of  a  man's  days  at 
the  most  are  an  hundred  years. 

10  As  a  drop  of  water  unto  the 
sea,  and  a  gravelstone  in  compari- 
son of  tlie  sand ;  so  are  a  thousand 
years  to  the  days  of  eternity. 

11  Therefore  is  God  patient  with 
them,  and  poureth  forth  his  mercy 
upon  them. 

12  He  saw  and  perceived  their 
end  to  be  evil;  therefore  he  mul- 
tiplied his  compassion. 

13  The  mercy  of  man  is  toward  his 
neiglibour ;  but  the  mercy  of  the 
Lord  is  upon  all  flesh  :  he  reprov- 
eth,  and  nurtureth,  and  teach  eth, 
and  bringeth  again,  as  a  shepherd 
his  flock. 

14  He  hath  mercy  on  them  that 
receive  discipline,  and  that  diligent- 
ly seek  after  his  judgments. 

15  My  son,  blemish  not  thy  good 
deeds,  neither  use  uncomfortable 
words  when  thou  givest  any  thing. 

16  Shall  not  the  dew  asswage  the 
heat  ?  so  is  a  word  better  than  a  gift. 

17  Lo,  is  not  a  word  better  than 
a  gift  \  but  both  are  with  a  gi-acious 
imm. 

18  A  fool  will  upbraid  churlishly, 
and  a  gift  of  the  envious  consumeth 
the  eyes. 

19  Learn  before  thou  speak,  and 
use  physick  or  ever  thou  be  sick. 

20  Before  judgment  examine  thy- 
self, and  in  the  day  of  visitation 
thou  slialt  find  mercy. 

21  Humble  thyself  before  thou  be 
sick,  and  in  the  time  of  sins  shew 
repentance. 

22  Let  nothing  hinder  thee  to  pay 
thy  vow  in  due  time,  and  defer  not 
imtil  death  to  be  justified. 

23  Before  thou  prayest,  prepare 
thyself;  and  be  not  as  one  that 
tempteth  the  Lord. 

24  Think  upon  the  wrath  that 
shall  be  at  the  end,  and  the  time 


of  vengeance,  when  he  shall  turn 
away  his  face. 

25  When  thou  hast  enough,  re- 
member the  time  of  hunger :  and 
when  thou  art  rich,  think  upon 
poverty  and  need. 

26  From  the  morning  until  -fte 
evening  the  time  is  changed,  and 
all  things  are  soon  done  before  the 
Lord. 

27  A  wise  man  will  fear  in  every 
thing,  and  in  the  day  of  sinning  he 
will  beware  of  offence :  but  a  fool 
wiU  not  observe  time. 

28  Every  man  of  understanding 
knoweth  wisdom,  and  will  give  praise 
imto  him  that  fo\md  her. 

29  They  that  were  of  understand- 
ing in  sayings  became  also  wise 
themselves,  and  poured  forth  ex- 
quisite parables. 

30  Go  not  after  thy  lusts,  but  re- 
frain tliyself  from  thine  appetites. 

31  If  thou  givest  thy  soiil  the  de- 
sires that  please  her,  she  Avill  make 
thee  a  lauglungstock  to  thine  ene- 
mies that  malign  tliee. 

32  Take  not  pleasure  in  much 
good  cheer,  neither  be  tied  to  the 
expence  thereof. 

33  Be  not  made  a  beggar  by  ban- 
queting upon  borrowing,  when  thou 
hast  notliing  in  tliy  purse :  for  tho\i 
shalt  lie  in  wait  for  thine  own  life, 
and  be  talked  on. 

CHAPTER  XIX. 

2  Win*  anrf  vximen  tednee  trise  men.  7  8etp  not 
all  thou  luareel.  17  Reprove  thy  friend  tcUJ- 
oiit  anger.  22  27kere  U  no  tcisaom  in  inched- 
net*. 

ALABOUEING  man  that  is 
given  to  dninkenness  shall 
not  be  rich  :  and  he  that  contemn- 
eth  small  things  shall  fell  by  little 
and  little. 

2  Wine  and  women  will  make  men 
of  understanding  to  fall  away  :  and 
he  that  cleaveth  to  harlots  will  be- 
come impudent. 
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3  Moths  and  worms  shall  have 
liim  to  heritage,  and  a  bold  man 
shall  be  taken  away. 

4  He  that  is  hasty  to  give  credit 
is  lightininded ;  and  he  that  sinneth 
shall  offend  against  his  own  soul. 

5  Whoso  taketh  pleasure  in  wick- 
edriess  shall  be  condemned :  but  he 
that  resisteth  pleasures  crowneth 
his  life. 

6  He  that  can  rule  his  tongue  shall 
live  without  strife ;  and  he  that  hat- 
eth  babbling  shall  have  less  evil. 

7  Eehearse  not  unto  another  that 
which  is  told  unto  thee,  and  thou 
jjhalt  fare  never  the  worse. 

8  AYhether  it  be  to  friend  or  foe, 
talk  not  of  other  men's  lives;  and 
if  thou  canst  without  oflfence,  reveal 
them  not. 

9  For  he  heard  and  observed  thee, 
and  when  time  cometh  he  will  hate 
thee. 

10  If  thou  liast  heard  a  word,  let 
it  die  with  thee;  and  be  bold,  it 
will  not  burst  thee. 

11  A  fool  travaileth  with  a  word, 
as  a  woman  in  labour  of  a  child. 

12  As  an  arrow  that  sticketh  in 
a  man's  thigh,  so  is  a  word  within 
a  fool's  belly. 

13  Admonish  a  friend,  it  may  be 
he  hath  not  done  it :  and  if  he  have 
done  it,  that  he  do  it  no  more. 

14  Admonish  thy  friend,  it  may  be 
he  hath  not  said  it:  and  if  he  have, 
that  he  speak  it  not  again. 

15  Admonish  a  friend :  for  many 
times  it  is  a  slander,  and  believe 
not  every  tale. 

16  There  is  one  that  slippeth  in 
his  speed),  but  not  from  his  beaii; 
and  who  is  he  that  hath  not  offend- 
ed with  his  tongue  ? 

17  Admonish  tliy  neighbour  before 
thou  threaten  him  ;  and  not  being 
aiigi-y,  give  place  to  the  law  of  the 
most  High. 


18  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the 
first  step  to  be  accepted  [of  him,] 
and  wisdom  obtaineth  his  love. 

19  The  knowledge  of  the  command- 
ments of  the  Lord  is  the  doctrine 
of  life:  and  they  Ihat  do  things  tliat 
please  him  shall  receive  the  fruit  of 
the  tree  of  immortality. 

20  The  far  of  the  Lord  is  all 
wisdom;  and  in  all  wisdom  is  the 
peiformance  of  the  law,  and  the 
knowledge  of  his  omnipotency. 

21  If  a  servant  say  to  his  master, 
I  will  not  do  as  it  pleaseth  thee ; 
though  afterward  he  do  it,  he  an- 
gereth  him  that  nourisheth  him 

22  The  knowledge  of  wick(  dness 
is  not  wisdom,  neither  at  any  time 
the  counsel  of  siimers  prudence. 

23  There  is  a  wickedness,  and  the 
same  an  abomination ;  and  there  is 
a  fool  wanting  in  wisdom. 

24  He  that  liath  small  imderstand- 
ing,  and  feareth  God,  is  better  than 
one  that  hath  much  wisdom,  and 
fransgresseth  the  law  of  the  most 
High. 

25  There  is  an  exquisite  subtflty, 
and  the  same  is  unjust;  and  there  is 
one  that  tumeth  aside  to  make  judg- 
ment appear ;  and  there  is  a  wise 
man  that  justifieth  in  judgment. 

26  There  is  a  wicked  man  that 
hangeth  down  his  head  sadly;  but 
inwardly  he  is  full  of  deceit, 

27  Casting  down  his  countenance, 
and  making  as  if  he  heard  not :  where 
he  is  not  known,  he  will  do  thee  a 
mischief  before  thou  be  aware. 

28  And  if  for  want  of  power  he  be 
hindered  from  sinning,  yet  when  be 
findeth  opportunity  he  will  do  evil. 

29  A  man  may  be  known  by  his 
look,  and  one  that  hath  understand- 
ing by  his  countenance,  when  thou 
meetest  him. 

30  A  man's  attire,  and  excessive 
laughter,  and  gait,  shew  what  he  is. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

1  Of  tCence  and  speaking.  W  Of  gifts  and  gain. 
\<0f  slipping  bv  the  tongue.  U  Of  lying.  27 
Of  ui vers  adtertiieinetUe, 

THEEE  is  a  reproof  that  is  not 
comely :  again,  some  man  hold- 
etli  his  tongue,  and  he  is  wise. 

2  It  is  much  better  to  reprove, 
than  to  be  angry  secretly :  and  he 
tliat  confesseth  his  lault  shall  be 
preserved  from  hurt. 

3  How  good  is  it,  -when  thou  art 
reproved,  to  shew  repentance!  for 
80  shalt  thou  escape  ^nlful  sin. 

4  As  is  the  lust  of  an  eimuch  to 
deflower  a  virgin ;  so  is  he  that 
exeaiteth  judgment  with  violence. 

5  There  is  one  that  keepeth  silence, 
and  is  found  Avise :  and  another  by 
much  babbling  l:>ecometh  hatefuL 

6  Some  man  holdeth  his  tongue, 
because  he  hath  not  to  answer :  and 
some  keepeth  silence,  knowing  his 
time. 

7  A  wise  man  will  hold  his  tongue 
till  he  see  opportimity  :  but  a  hxh- 
bler  and  a  fool  will  regard  no  time. 

8  He  that  ustth  many  words  shall 
be  abhorred  ;  and  he  that  taketh  to 
himself  authority  therein  shall  be 
hated. 

9  There  is  a  sinner  that  hath  good 
success  in  evil  things ;  and  there  is 
a  gain  that  tumeth  to  loss. 

10  There  is  a  gift  that  shall  not 
profit  thee :  and  there  is  a  gift 
whose  recompence  is  double. 

11  There  is  an  abasement  because 
of  glory;  and  there  is  that  lifteth 
up  his  head  from  a  low  estate. 

12  There  is  that  buyeth  much  for 
a  little,  and  repiyeth  it  sevenfold. 

13  A  wise  man  by  his  words  mak- 
eth  himself  beloved  :  but  the  graces 
of  fools  shall  be  poured  out. 

14  The  gift  of  a  fool  shall  do  thee 
no  gooil  when  thou  hast  it;  neither 
yet  of  the  envious  for  his  neces- 


sity :  for  he  lookcth  to  receive  many 
things  for  one. 

15  Hegiveth  little,  and  upbraidetli 
much ;  he  openeth  his  mouth  like  a 
crier;  to  day  he  lendeth,  and  to  mor- 
row will  he  ask  it  again :  such  an 
one  is  to  be  hated  of  God  and  man. 

16  The  fool  saith,  I  have  no  friends. 
I  have  no  thank  for  all  my  good 
deeds,  and  they  that  eat  my  bread 
speak  evil  of  me. 

17  How  oft,  and  of  how  many  shall 
he  be  laught  d  to  scorn !  for  he  know- 
eth  not  aright  what  it  is  to  have  : 
and  it  is  all  one  imto  him  as  if  he 
had  it  not. 

18  To  slip  upon  a  pavement  is 
better  than  to  slip  with  the  tongue : 
so  the  fall  of  the  wicked  shall  come 
speedily. 

19  An  unseasonable  tale  will  always 
be  in  the  mouth  of  the  unwise. 

20  A  wise  sentence  sludl  be  reject- 
ed when  it  cometh  out  of  a  fool's 
mouth;  for  he  will  not  speak  it  in 
due  season. 

21  I'here  is  that  is  hindered  from 
sinning  through  want :  and  when 
he  taketh  rebt,  he  shall  not  he  trou- 
bled. 

22  There  is  that  destroyeth  bis 
o\m  soul  ihrough  bashfulness,  and 
by  accepting  of  persons  overthrow- 
eth  himself. 

23  There  is  that  for  bashfulne»« 
promiseth  to  his  friend,  and  maketh 
him  his  enemy  for  nothing. 

24  A  lie  is  a  foul  blot  in  a  man, 
yet  it  is  continually  in  the  mouth 
of  the  untaught. 

25  A  thief  is  better  than  a  man  that 
is  accusiomed  to  lie :  but  they  both 
shall  have  destiuction  to  luritage. 

26  The  disposition  of  a  Uar  is  dis- 
honourable, and  his  shame  is  evetr, 
with  him.  •: 

27  A  wise  man  shall  promote  him- 
self to  honour  with  his  words :  and 
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he  that   hath   understanding  •will 
please  great  men. 

28  He  that  tilleth  his  land  shall 
increase  his  heap:  and  he  that 
pleaseth  great  men  shall  get  pardon 
for  iniquity. 

29  1  restnts  and  gifts  hlind  the 
eyes  of  the  ■wi^e,  and  stop  up  his 
mouth  that  he  cannot  reprove. 

30  Wisdom  that  is  hid,  and  trea- 
sure that  is  hoarded  up,  what  profit 
is  in  them  holh? 

31  Fetter  is  he  that  hideth  his 
folly  than  a  man  that  hideth  his 
wistlom. 

82  Necessary  patience  in  seel<ing 
the  Lord  is  hctter  than  he  that  lead- 
eth  his  life  without  a  guide. 

CHAPTER  XXI. 

2  Flee  from  sin  as  from  a  serpent.  4  HU  tmpret- 
sion  tnll  undo  the  riHi.  9  27/e  end  of  the  «n- 
jvst  shall  be  vought.  12  Vie  difference  between 
the  fool  and  the  iHse, 

MY  son,  hast  thou  sinned?  do  so 
no  more,  hut  ask  peudon  for 
thy  former  sins. 

2  Fke  from  sin  as  from  the  face 
of  a  serpent :  for  if  thou  comest  too 
near  it,  it  will  bite  thee  :  the  teeth 
thereof  are  as  the  teeth  of  a^  lion, 
slaying  the  souls  of  men. 

3  All  inicjuity  is  as  a  two  edged 
sword,  the  wounds  whereof  cannot 
be  healed. 

4  To  terrify  and  do  wrong  will 
waste  riches:  thus  the  house  of 
proud  men  shall  be  made  desolate. 

5  A  prayer  out  of  a  poor  man's 
mouth  reacheth  to  the  ears  of  God, 
and  his  judgment  cometh  speedily. 

6  He  that  hateth  to  be  reproved 
is  in  the  way  of  sinners :  but  he 
that  feareih  the  Lord  will  repent 
from  his  heart. 

7  An  eloquent  man  is  known  far 
and  near ;  but  a  man  of  imderstand- 
ing  knoweth  when  he  slippeth. 

8  He  that  buildeth  his  house  witli 
otiier  men's  money  is  like  one  that 


gathereth   himself  stones   for   the 
tomb  uf  his  burial. 

9  The  congiegation  of  the  wicked 
is  like  tow  wrapped  together :  and 
the  end  of  them  is  a  flame  of  lire 
to  destroy  them. 

10  'J'he  way  of  sinners  is  made 
plain  with  stones,  but  at  the  end 
thereof  is  the  pit  of  hell. 

11  He  that  keepeth  the  law  of 
the  Lord  getteth  the  undei-staiiding 
thereof :  and  the  perfection  of  the 
fear  of  the  Loid  is  wisdom. 

12  He  that  is  not  wise  will  not 
be  taught :  but  there  is  a  -wisdom 
which  nmltiplieth  bitterness.  h 

13  The  knowledge  of  a  wise  man' 
shall  abound  like  a  flood :  and  his 
counsel  is  like  a  pure  fountain  of  life. 

14  The  inner  parts  of  a  fool  are  like 
a  broken  vessel,  and  he  will  hold  no 
knowledge  as  long  as  he  livttb. 

15  If  a  skilful  man  hear  a  wise 
word,  he  will  commend  it,  and  add 
unto  it :  but  as  soon  as  one  of  no 
understanding  heareth  it,  it  displeas- 
eth  him,  and  he  casteth  it  behind 
his  back. 

16  The  talking  of  a  fool  is  like  a 
burden  in  the  way :  but  grace  shall 
be  found  in  the  lips  of  the  wise. 

17  They  enquire  at  tlie  mouth  of 
the  wise  man  in  the  congregation, 
and  they  shall  ponder  his  woids  iu 
tlieir  heart. 

18  As  is  a  house  that  is  destroyed, 
so  is  wisdom  to  a  fool :  and  the 
knowledge  of  the  unwise  is  as  talk 
without  sense. 

19  Doctrine  unto  fools  is  as  fetters 
on  the  feet,  and  like  manacles  on 
the  right  hand. 

20  A  fool  lifteth  up  his  voice 
with  laughter ;  hut  a  wise  man  dotli 
scarce  smile  a  little. 

21  Learning  is  unto  a  wise  man 
as  an  ornament  of  gold,  and  like  a 
bracelet  upon  his  riglit  arm. 
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22  A  foolish  man's  foot  is  soon  in 
his  [neiirhbour's]  house  :  but  a  man 
of  experience  is  ashamed  of  him. 

23  A  fool  will  peep  in  at  the  door 
into  the  house :  but  he  tliat  is  well 
nurtured  will  stand  without. 

24  It  is  the  rudeness  ot  a  man  to 
hearken  at  the  door :  but  a  wise  man 
will  be  giieved  with  the  disgrace. 

^  25  Tiie  lips  of  talkers  will  be  tell- 
ing such  things  as  pertain  not  unto 
them :  but  the  words  of  such  as 
have  understanding  are  weighed  in 
the  balance. 

26  The  heart  of  fools  is  in  their 
mouth :  but  the  mouth  of  the  wise 
is  in  their  heart. 

27  When  the  ungodly  curseth  Sa- 
tan, he  curseth  his  own  soul. 

28  A  whisperer  defileth  his  own 
soul,  and  is  hated  wheresoever  he 
dwelleth. 

CHAPTEK  XXII. 

1  Of  (he  glothftU  man,  3  and  a  foolish  daughter. 
11  Weep  ralher /or foolt,  thanfor  the  dewl. 
13  Meddle  not  with  them.  16  The  wise  man's 
heart  will  not  shrink.  20  What  will  lose  a 
friend. 

A  SLOTHFUL  man  is  compared 
to  a  filthy  stone,  and  every  one 
will  hiss  him  out  to  his  disgrace. 

2  A  slothful  man  is  compared  to 
the  filth  of  a  dunghill :  every  man 
that  takes  it  up  will  shake  his  haiid. 

3  An  evilnurtured  son  is  the  dis- 
honour of  his  father  that  begat  him: 
and  a  [foolish]  daughter  is  bom  to 
his  loss. 

4  A  wise  daughter  shall  bring  an 
inheritance  to  her  husband :  but 
she  that  liveth  dishonestly  is  her 
father's  heaviness. 

5  She  that  is  bold  dishonoureth 
both  her  father  and  her  husband, 
but  they  both  shall  despise  her. 

6  A  tale  out  of  season  [is  as]  mu- 
sick  in  mourning :  but  stripes  and 
coirection  of  wisdom  are  never  out 
of  time. 


7  Wlioso  teacheth  a  fool  is  as  one 
that  glutth  a  potsherd  tog.  ther,  and 
as  he  that  waketh  one  from  a  sound 
sleep, 

8  He  that  telleth  a  tale  to  a  fool 
speaketh  to  one  in  a  slumber :  when 
he  hath  told  his  tale,  he  wiU  say. 
What  is  the  matter? 

9  If  children  live  honestly,  and 
have  wherewithal,  they  shall  cover 
the  baseness  of  their  parents. 

10  But  children,  being  haughty, 
through  disdain  and  want  of  nur- 
ture do  stain  the  nobility  of  their 
kindred. 

11  Weep  for  the  dead,  for  he  hath 
lost  the  light :  and  weep  for  the  fool, 
for  he  wanteth  understanding:  make 
little  weeping  for  the  dead,  for  he 
is  at  rest :  but  the  life  of  the  fool 
is  worse  than  death. 

12  Seven  days  do  men  mourn  for 
him  that  is  dead ;  but  for  a  fool 
and  an  ungodly  man  all  the  days  of 
his  life. 

13  Talk  not  much  with  a  fool,  and 
go  not  to  him  that  hath  no  under- 
standing :  beware  of  hun,  lest  thou 
have  trouble,  and  thou  shalt  never 
be  defiled  with  iiis  fooleries :  de- 
part from  him,  and  thou  shalt  find 
rest,  and  never  be  disquieted  with 
madness. 

14  What  is  heavier  than  lead?  and 
what  is  the  name  thereof,  but  a  fool  ? 

15  Sand,  and  salt,  and  a  mass  of 
iron,  is  easier  to  bear,  tlian  a  man 
without  understanding. 

16  As  timber  giit and  bound  toge- 
ther in  a  building  camiot  be  loosed 
with  shaking:  so  the  heait  that  is 
stablished  by  advised  coimsel  shall 
fear  at  no  time. 

17  A  heart  settled  upon  a  thought 
of  understanding  is  as  a  fair  plais- 
tering  on  the  wall  of  a  giillery. 

18  Pales  set  on  an  high  place  will 
never  stand  against  the  wind :  so  a 
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fearful  heart,  in  the  imagination  of 
a  fool  cannot  stand  against  any  fear. 

19  He  that  pricketh  the  eye 
•will  make  tears  to  iall :  and  he 
that  pricketh  the  heart  maketh  it 
to  shew  her  knowledge. 

20  Whoso  casteth  a  stone  at  the 
birds  frayeth  them  away:  and  lie 
that  npbiaideth  his  fiiend  breaketh 
friend  <hip. 

21  Though  thou  drewest  a  sword 
at  thy  friend,  yet  despair  not :  for 
there  may  be  a  returning  [to  fa- 
vour.") 

22  If  thou  hast  opened  thy  mouth 
ag  linst  thy  friend,  fear  not;  for  there 
m-iy  be  a  reconciliation  :  except  for 
upbraiding,  or  pride,  or  disclosing 
of  secrets,  or  a  treacheious  wound: 
for  for  these  things  every  friend  will 
depart. 

23  13e  faithful  to  thy  neighbour  in 
his  poverty,  that  tliou  may  est  re- 
joice in  his  prosperity :  abide  sted- 
fast  unto  him  in  the  time  of  his 
trouble,  that  thou  mayest  be  heir 
with  him  in  his  heritage :  for  a 
mean  estate  is  not  always  to  be  con- 
temned :  nor  the  rich  that  is  foolish 
to  be  had  in  admiration. 

24  As  the  vapour  and  smoke  of 
a  furnace  goeth  before  the  fire ;  so 
reviling  before  blood. 

26  I  will  not  be  ashamed  to  defend 
a  Iriend;  neither  vdll  I  liide  myself 
from  him. 

26  And  if  any  evil  happen  unto 
me  by  liim,  every  one  that  hearetli 
it  will  beware  of  him. 

27  Who  sliall  set  a  watch  before 
my  mouth,  and  a  seal  of  wisdom 
upon  my  lips,  that  I  fall  not  sud- 
denly by  them,  and  that  my  tongue 
destroy  me  not  ? 

CHAPTER  XXIII. 

I  A  prayer  for  grace  to  flee  $in.  '.i  fTe  may  not 
u*e  sioennng :  14  bvU  remember  our  parents. 
16  Of  three  sorts  of  sin.  23  27<e  aduUerou* 
wife  einnelh  manfi  loayi. 


OLORD,  Father  and  Governor 
of  all  my  whole  life,  leave  me 
not  to  their  counsels,  and  let  me 
not  fall  by  tliem. 

2  Who  will  set  sconi^es  over  my 
thoughts,  and  tlie  discipline  of  wis- 
dom over  mine  heart?  that  they 
spare  me  not  for  niine  ignorances, 
and  it  pas  not  by  my  sins  : 

3  Lest  mine  ignorances  increase, 
and  my  sins  aboimd  to  my  destruc- 
tion, and  I  fall  before  mine  adver- 
saries, ami  mine  enemy  rejoice  over 
me,  whose  hope  is  lar  from  thy 
mercy. 

4  6  Lord,  Father  and  God  of  my 
life,  give  me  not  a  proud  look,  but 
turn  away  from  thy  servants  always 
a  haughty  mind. 

5  Turn  away  from  me  vain  hopes 
and  concupiscence,  and  thou  shalt 
hold  him  up  that  is  desfrous  always 
to  serve  thee. 

6  Let  not  the  greediness  of  the 
belly  nor  lust  of  the  fle<ii  take  hold 
of  me ;  and  give  not  over  me  thy 
servant  into  an  impudent  mind. 

7  Hear,  0  ye  diildren,  the  disci- 
pline of  tlie  mouth :  he  tliat  keepeth 
it  shall  never  be  taken  in  his  lips. 

8  'J'he  sinner  shjill  be  left  in  his 
foo'i.-,hness :  both  the  evil  speaker 
and  the  proud  shall  fall  thereby. 

9  Accustom  not  thy  mouth  to 
swearing;  neither  use  thyself  to 
the  naming  of  the  Holy  One. 

10  For  as  a  servant  that  is  conti- 
nually beaten  shall  not  be  without 
a  blue  mark :  so  he  that  sweareth 
and  nameth  God  continually  shall 
not  be  faultless. 

11  A  man  that  nseth  much  swear- 
ing shall  be  filhd  with  iniquity,  and 
the  plague  shall  never  dei^art  from 
his  house:  if  he  shall  offend,  his  sin 
shall  be  uixjn  him :  and  if  he  ac- 
knowledge not  his  sin,  he  maketh  a 
double  ofi'euce :  and  if  he  swear  in 
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vain,  he  shall  not  be  innocent,  but 
liis  house  shall  be  full  of  calamitie-. 

12  Tliere  is  a  word  tbit  L<  cl<-tlie<l 
aboat  with  desith :  God  giant  that 
it  be  not  found  in  the  heritage  of 
Jacob;  for  all  such  thing-*  sludl  be 
far  from  the  godly,  and  they  shall 
not  wallow  in  tl.eir  sin.s. 

13  Use  not  thy  mouth  to  intem- 
perate swearing,  for  therein  is  the 
word  of  sin. 

14  Eemember  thy  father  and  thy 
mother,  when  thou  si  1  test  among 
great  men.  Be  not  forgetful  l»efore 
them,  and  so  thou  by  thy  custom 
become  a  fool,  and  wisii  that  thou 
had&t  not  been  bom,  and  cuise  the 
day  of  thy  nativity. 

15  The  man  tiat  is  accustomed  to 
opprobrious  words  wili  never  be  re- 
formed all  the  days  of  his  life. 

16  Two  soi"ts  of  men  multiply  sin, 
and  the  third  will  bring  wrath :  a 
hot  mind  is  as  a  burning  fire,  it 
will  never  be  quenched  till  it  I  e 
consumetl:  a  fomicattr  in  the  liody 
of  his  fle-h  will  never  cease  till  he 
hath  kindled  a  fire. 

17  All  bread  is  sweet  to  a  whore- 
monger, he  will  not  leave  off  till 
he  die. 

18  A  man  that  breaketh  wedlock, 
Kiving  thus  in  his  heart.  Who  seetii 
mel  I  am  compasssed  about  with 
darkness,  the  walls  cover  me,  and 
no  body  seeth  me  ;  what  need  T  to 
fear?  the  mo-t  High  wiU  not  re- 
member my  sins : 

19  i^ucli  a  man  only  feareth  the 
eyes  of  men,  and  knoweth  not  that 
the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  ten  thou- 
sand times  1  righter  than  the  sun, 
beholding  all  the  ways  of  men,  and 
consideiing  the  most  secret  pirts. 

20  He  knew  all  things  ere  ever 
they  were  ci  eated ;  so  al-o  aft<,r 
they  were  perfected  he  looked  upon 
them  aU. 


21  This  man  shall  be  punished  in 
the  streets  ot  the  city,  and  wiieie  he 
suspecteth  not  he  si. all  be  taken. 

22  Thus  shall  it  go  also  with  the 
wife  that  leaveth  her  hasbiind,  and 
bringith  in  an  heir  by  another. 

23  For  first,  she  hath  diisobeyed  the 
law  ()f  the  most  High  ;  anil  second- 
ly, she  hath  trespassed  against  her 
own  husljand ;  and  thirdly,  she  haUi 
pliyed  the  whore  in  adultery,  and 
brouglit  children  by  another  man. 

24  She  shall  be  brought  out  in- 
to the  congregation,  and  inqiusition 
shiU  be  made  of  her  cliihlreu. 

25  Her  children  shall  not  take 
root,  and  her  branches  sliall  bring 
forth  no  fruit. 

26  She  shall  leave  her  memory  to 
be  cursed,  and  her  reproach  shall 
not  be  blotted  out. 

27  And  they  that  remain  shall 
know  that  there  is  nothing  better 
than  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  that 
there  is  nothing  sweeter  than  to 
take  heed  unto  the  commandments 
of  the  Lord. 

28  It  is  great  glory  to  follow  the 
Lord,  and  to  be  received  of  him  k 
long  life. 

CHAPTER  XXIV. 

1  Witdtm  dolh  praire  her$el/,  ihew  her  hegim- 
ning,  i  her  '.  mUiug,  13  ker  glory,  17  ker/rmit, 
26  her  iuerettm  awl  perfediom. 

WISDOM  shall  praise  herself, 
and  shall  glory  in  the  midst 
of  her  people. 

2  In  the  congregation  of  the  most 
High  shall  she  open  her  mouth, 
and  tiiumph  before  his  power. 

3  I  came  out  of  the  mouth  of  the 
most  High,  and  covered  tlie  earth 
as  a  cloud. 

4  I  dwelt  in  high  places,  and  my 
throne  is  in  a  cloudy  pillar . 

5  I  alone  compared  the  circuit  of 
heaven,  and  walked  in  the  bottom 
of  the  deep. 
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6  In  the  waves  of  the  sea,  and  in 
all  the  earth,  and  in  every  people 
and  nation,  I  got  a  possession. 

7  With  all  these  I  soiight  rest: 
and  in  whose  inheritance  bhall  I 
abide? 

8  So  the  Creator  of  all  things  gave 
me  a  commandment,  and  he  that 
made  me  caused  my  tahemacle  to 
rest,  and  said,  Let  thy  dwelling  be 
in  Jacob,  and  thine  inheritance  in 
Israel. 

9  He  created  me  from  the  begin- 
ning before  the  world,  and  I  shall 
never  fail. 

10  In  the  holy  tabema<;le  I  served 
before  him  ;  and  so  was  I  establish- 
ed in  Sion. 

11  Likewise  in  the  beloved  city 
he  gave  me  rest,  and  in  Jerusalem 
was  my  power. 

12  And  I  took  root  in  an  honour- 
able people,  even  in  the  portion  of 
the  Lord's  inheritance. 

13  I  was  exalted  like  a  cedar  in 
Libanus,  and  as  a  cypress  tree  upon 
the  mountains  of  Hermon. 

14  I  was  exalted  like  a  palm  ti  ee 
in  En-g;iddi,  and  as  a  rose  plant 
in  Jericho,  as  a  fair  olive  tree  in 
a  pleasant  field,  and  grew  up  as  a 
plane  tree  by  the  water. 

15  I  gave  a  sweet  smell  like  cin- 
namon and  aspalathus,  and  I  yield- 
ed a  pleasant  odour  like  the  best 
myrrh,  as  galbanum,  and  onyx,  and 
sweet  storax,  and  as  the  fume  of 
frankincense  in  the  tabernacle. 

16  As  the  turpentine  tree  I 
stretched  out  my  branches,  and  my 
branches  are  the  branches  of  honour 
and  grace. 

17  As  the  vine  brought  I  forth  plear 
sant  savour,  and  my  flowers  are  the 
fruit  of  honour  and  riches. 

18  I  am  the  mother  of  fair  love, 
and  fear,  and  knowledge,  and  holy 
hope :  I  therefore,  being  eternal,  am 


given  to  all  my  children  wl)ich  are 
named  of  him. 

19  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  be 
desirous  of  me,  and  fill  yourselves 
with  my  fruits. 

20  For  my  memorial  is  sweeter 
than  honey,  and  mine  inheritance 
than  the  honeycomb. 

21  They  that  eat  me  shall  yet 
be  hungiy,  and  they  that  drink  me 
shall  yet  be  thirsty. 

22  He  that  obeyeth  me  shall  never 
be  confounded,  and  they  that  work 
by  me  shall  not  do  amiss. 

23  All  these  things  are  the  book  of 
the  covenant  of  the  most  high  God, 
even  the  law  which  Moses  coimnand- 
ed  for  an  herittige  unto  the  congre- 
gations of  Jacob. 

24  Faint  not  to  be  strong  in  the 
Lord ;  that  he  may  confirm  you, 
cleave  unto  him  :  for  the  Lord  Al- 
mighty is  God  alone,  and  beside 
him  there  is  no  other  Saviour. 

25  He  filleth  all  things  with  his 
wisdom,  as  PhLson  and  as  Tigris  in 
the  time  of  the  new  fruits. 

26  He  maketh  tlie  understanding 
to  abound  like  Euphrates,  and  as 
Jordan  in  the  time  of  the  harvest. 

27  He  maketh  the  doctrine  of 
knowledge  appear  as  the  light,  and 
as  Geon  in  the  time  of  vintage. 

28  The  first  man  knew  her  not  per- 
fectly :  no  more  shall  the  last  find 
her  out. 

29  For  her  thoughts  are  more  than 
the  sea,  and  her  counsels  profounder 
than  the  great  deep. 

30  I  also  came  out  as  a  brook 
from  a  river,  and  as  a  conduit  into 
a  garden. 

31  I  said,  I  will  water  my  best 
garden,  and  will  water  abundantly 
my  garden  bed  :  and,  lo,  my  brook 
became  a  river,  and  my  river  be- 
came a  sea. 

32  I  will  yet  make  doctrine  to 
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phine  as  tlie  morning,  and  will  send 
forth  lier  light  afar  oflF. 

33  I  will  yet  pour  out  doctrine  as 
prophecy,  and  leave  it  to  all  ages 
for  ever. 

34  Behold  that  I  have  not  la1x)ur- 
ed  for  myself  only,  but  for  all  them 
that  seek  wisdom. 

CHAPTEB  XXV. 

1  TfTini  thing!  are  beautiful,  and  vh^t  Tiatefvi. 
6  What  it  the  crown  of  age.  7  BTia/  things 
ni'ike  men  happy.  13  Kothing  worse  than  a 
xeicked  woman. 

IN  tliree  things  I  was  beautified, 
and  stoad  up  beautiful  both  be- 
fore God  and  men :  the  unity  of 
brethren,  the  love  of  neighbours,  a 
man  and  a  wife  tliat  agree  together. 

2  Three  sorts  of  men  my  soul 
hateth,  and  I  am  greatly  offended 
at  their  life :  a  poor  man  that  is 
proud,  a  rich  man  tliat  is  a  liar, 
and  an  old  adulterer  that  doiiteth. 

3  If  thou  hast  gathered  nothing  in 
thy  youth,  how  canst  tiiou  find  any 
thing  in  tliine  age  ? 

4  O  how  comely  a  thing  is  judg- 
ment for  gray  hairs,  and  for  ancient 
men  to  know  counsel ! 

5  0  how  comely  is  the  wisdom 
of  old  men,  and  understanding  and 
counsel  to  men  of  honour ! 

6  Much  experience  is  the  crown 
of  old  men,  and  the  fear  of  God  is 
their  glory, 

7  There  be  nine  things  which  I 
liave  judged  in  mine  lieart  to  be 
happy,  and  the  tenth  I  will  utter 
with  my  tongue  :  A  man  that  hath 
joy  of  his  children  ;  and  he  that 
liveth  to  see  the  fall  of  his  enemv: 

8  Well  is  him  that  dwelleth  w'ith 
a  wife  of  understanding,  and  that 
liath  not  slipped  witli  his  tongue, 
and  that  hath  not  served  a  man 
more  unworthy  than  himself: 

9  Well  is  him  that  liatli  found 
prudence,  and  he  that  speaketh  in 
the  ears  of  them  that  will  hear : 


10  0  how  great  is  he  that  findeth 
wisdom!  yet  is  tliere  none  above 
him  that  feareth  the  Lord. 

11  But  the  love  of  the  Lord  pass- 
eth  all  things  for  illumination  :  he 
tliat  holdeth  it,  whereto  shall  he 
be  likened  t 

12  Tiie  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the 
beginning  of  his  love  :  and  faith  is 
the  beginning  of  cleaving  imto  him. 

13  [Give  me]  any  plague,  but 
the  plague  of  the  heart :  and  any 
wickedness,  but  the  wickedness  of 
a  woman : 

14  And  any  affliction,  but  the  af- 
fliction from  them  that  hate  me : 
and  any  revenge,  but  tiie  revenge 
of  enemies. 

15  There  is  no  head'  above  the 
head  of  a  serpent ;  and  there  is  no 
wrath  above  the  wrath  of  an  enemy. 

16  I  had  rather  dwell  with  a  lion 
and  a  dragon,  than  to  keep  house 
witli  a  wicked  won:an. 

17  Tlie  wickedness  of  a  woman 
changeth  her  fece,  and  darken  eth 
her  countenance  like  sackcloth. 

18  Her  liusband  shall  sit  among 
his  neighbours  ;  and  when  he  hear- 
eth  it  shall  sigh  bitterly. 

19  All  wickedness  is  but  little  to 
the  wickedness  of  a  woman:  let  the 
portion  of  a  sinner  fall  upon  her. 

20  As  the  climbing  up  a  sandy 
way  is  to  the  feet  of  the  aged,  so  is 
a  wife  full  of  words  to  a  quiet  man. 

21  Stumble  not  at  the  beauty  of 
a  woman,  and  desiie  her  not  for 
pleasure. 

22  A  woman,  if  she  maintain  her 
husband,  is  full  of  anger,  impu- 
dence, and  much  reproach. 

23  A  wicked  woman  abateth  the 
courage,  maketh  an  heavy  covmte- 
nance  and  a  wounded  heart :  a  wo- 
man that  will  not  comfort  her  hus- 
band in  distress  maketh  weak  hands 
and  feeble  knees. 
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24  Of  tlie  woman  cause  the  begin 


ning  of  sin,  and   tlnougb  her  we 
all  die. 

26  Give  tlic  ^vater  no  pa'sage;  nei- 
ther a  wicked  woman  liberty  to  gad 
abroad. 

26  If  she  go  not  as  ihou  woulde^ 
liave  her,  cut  her  off  from  tliy  fles^h, 
and  give  her  a  bill  of  divorce,  and 
let  her  go. 

CHAPTER  XXVI. 

1  A  pood  viff,  4  and  a  good  conscience,  do  glad 
men.  G  A  leickeit  wife  it  a  fenrfnl  tiling.  13 
Of  good  and  bad  icires.  28  Of  three  things 
that  are  grierons.  2i>  Merchants  and  hucksters 
are  w>t  icitliont  sin. 

BLESSED  is  the  man  tlsat  hath 
a  virtuous  wife,  for  the  number 
of  his  days  shall  be  double. 

2  A  virtuous  woman  rejoiceth  her 
husband,  and  he  shall  fulfil  the 
years  of  his  life  in  peace. 

3  A  good  wife  is  a  good  portion, 
whiwh  shall  be  given  in  tlie  portion 
of  them  tliat  fear  the  Lord. 

4  Whetlier  a  man  he  rich  or  poor, 
if  he  have  a  good  henrt  toward  the 
Lord,  he  shall  at  all  times  rejoice 
with  a  cheerful  countenance. 

5  Tiiere  be  three  things  that  mine 
heart  fenreth  ;  and  for  the  fourth  I 
was  f-ore  afraid :  tlie  slander  of  a  citv, 
the  githering  b  gether  of  an  unruly 
multitude,  and  a  false  accu'-ation : 
all  these  aie  worse  than  diath. 

6  But  a  grief  of  heart  and  sorrow  is 
a  woman  that  Lijtalous  over  anothir 
woman,  and  a  scourge  of  the  tongue 
which  communicateth  with  all. 

7  An  evil  wife  is  a  yoke  shaken  to 
and  fio :  he  th  it  hath  liuld  of  her 
is  as  though  he  held  a  scoipion. 

8  A  dnuiken  woman  and  a  g-.idder 
abrf)ad  causeth  great  anger,  and  she 
will  not  fover  her  own  shame. 

9  Tiie  whoredom  of  a  won  tin  may 
be  known  in  her  haughty  looks  and 
oyeliils. 

10  If  thy  daughter  be  shameless, 


keep  her  iii  stiuitly,  lest  she  abuse 
her  elf  through  overmuch  liberty. 

11  Watch  over  an  impudent  eye: 
and  marvel  not  if  she  trespass  a- 
gainst  thee. 

12  She  will  open  her  moiith,  as  a 
thii-sty  traveller  when  he  hath  found 
a  fonntain,  and  drink  of  every  wa- 
ter near  her:  by  every  hedge  will 
she  sit  down,  and  open  her  quiver 
agiinst  every  arrow. 

13  The  grace  of  a  wife  delight- 
eth  her  hu^^band,  and  her  discretion 
will  fatten  his  bones. 

14  A  silent  and  loving  woman  is 
a  gift  of  the  Lord;  and  there  is 
nothing  so  nuuh  worth  as  a  mind 
Well  instructed. 

15  A  shamefaced  and  faithful  wo- 
man is  a  double  grace,  and  her  con- 
tinent mind  cannot  be  valued. 

IC  As  the  sun  when  it  ariseth  in 
the  high  heaven  ;  so  is  the  beauty 
of  a  good  wife  in  the  ordering  of 
her  house. 

17  As  the  clear  light  is  upon  the 
holy  candlestick  ;  so  is  the  beauty 
(f  the  tace  in  ripe  age. 

18  As  the  golden  pillars  are  upon 
the  sockets  of  silver;  so  are  the 
fair  feet  with  a  constant  heart. 

19  My  son,  keep  the  flower  of 
thine  age  sound;  and  give  not  thy 
strength  to  strangers. 

20  When  thou  hast  g'-.tten  a  fruit- 
ful possession  tlirough  all  the  fielil, 
sow  it  with  thine  own  seed,  trusting 
in  the  goodness  of  thy  stock. 

21  So  thy  race  which  thou  leavest 
shall  be  magnified,  having  the  con- 
fidence of  their  good  descent. 

22  An  harlot  shall  be  accounted  aa 
spittle;  but  a  married  woman  is  a 
tower  against  death  to  her  husband. 

23  A  wiiked  woman  is  given  as 
a  jjortion  to  a  wicUed  man:  but  a 
godly  woman  is  given  to  him  that 
leareth  the  Lord. 
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24  A  dishonest  woman  contemnetli 
shame:  but  an  honest  woman  will 
reverence  her  husband. 

25  A  shameless  woman  shall  he 
a)untecl  as  a  dog ;  but  she  tliat  is 
shamefaced  will  fear  tlie  Lord. 

26  A  woman  tliat  honoiireth  her 
husband  shall  be  judged  wise  of  all ; 
but  she  that  diihonouretli  hun  in 
her  pride  sliall  be  counted  ungodly 
of  all. 

27  A  loud  crying  woman  and  a 
Bobld  shall  be  sought  out  to  drive 
away  the  enemies. 

28  There  be  two  things  that  grieve 
my  heart;  and  the  third  niaketh  me 
angry:  a  man  of  war  that  suffcreth 
poverty ;  and  men  of  underetand- 
ing  that  are  not  set  by;  and  one 
that  retuiiieth  fiom  righteousness 
to  sin ;  tlie  Lord  prepareth  such 
an  one  for  the  swoi  d. 

29  A  merchant  shall  hardly  keeji 
hiinsolf  from  doing  wrong;  and  tui 
huckster  shall  not  be  freed  from  sin. 

CHAPTE]}  XXVIL 

1  Of  tins  in  selliug  and  bnying.  7  Oiir  tpeech 
wiU  tell  whul  is  in  us.  IR  A  friend  is  los'  by 
diicoveriny  lii»  i-ecrels.  25  He  that  diggelh  a 
pil  sh,,ll  fall  into  it. 

MANY  have  sinned  for  a  small 
matter;  and  he  that  seekcth 
for  abundance  will  turn  his  eyes 
away. 

2  As  a  nail  sticketh  fast  between 
the  joinings  of  the  stones  ;  so  doth 
an  stick  close  l>elween  buying  and 
selling. 

3  Unless  a  man  hold  himself  dili- 
gently in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  his 
house  sliall  soon  be  overthmwii. 

4  As  when  one  sifteth  with  a  sieve, 
the  refuse  reniaineth ;  so  the  tiltii 
of  man  in  his  talk. 

5  'i'he  furnace  pi  oveth  the  potter's 
vessels ;  so  the  trial  of  man  is  in 
his  rejusoning. 

6  Tlie  fruit  declareth  if  the  tree 
have  been  dre-ssal ;  so  is  the  utter- 


ance of  a  conceit  in  the  heart  of 
man. 

7  Praise  no  man  before  thou  hear- 
est  him  speak ;  foi-  this  is  the  triaJ 
of  men. 

8  If  thou  followest  righteou"-nes8, 
thou  shalt  obtain  her,  find  put  her 
on,  as  a  glorious  long  robe, 

9  The  birds  will  resort  unto  their 
like ;  so  will  tnith  i  eturn  unto  them 
that  practise  in  her. 

10  As  the  lion  lieth  in  wait  for 
the  prey;  so  sin  for  them  that  work 
iniquity. 

11  1  he  discourse  of  a  godly  man 
is  always  with  wisdom ;  but  a  fool 
changeth  as  the  moon. 

12  If  thou  be  among  the  indiscreet, 
observe  the  time ;  but  be  cfintinually 
among  men  of  understanding, 

13  The  discourse  of  fcols  is  irk- 
some, and  their  sport  is  the  wan- 
tonness of  sin. 

14  The  tilk  of  him  that  swearetUi 
much  niaketh  the  hair  sbuid  up 
right ;  and  their  brawls  make  on 
stop  his  ears. 

15  The  strife  of  the  proud  is  blood- 
shedding,  and  their  revilings  are 
grievous  to  the  ear. 

16  Whoso  discovereth  secrets  los- 
eth  his  cr>  dit ;  and  shall  never  find 
fi  iend  to  his  mind. 

17  Love  thy  fiiend,  and  be  faithful 
unto  him:  but  if  thou  bewrayast  his 
Secrets,  follow  no  more  after  him. 

18  1  or  as  a  man  hath  de  troyed 
his  enemy  ;  to  hast  thou  lost  the 
love  of  thy  neighbour. 

19  As  one  that  letteth  a  bird  go 
out  of  his  hrind,  so  hast  thou  let 
thj'  neighboiu-  go,  and  shalt  not  get 
him  apain. 

20  F(illow  after  him  no  more,  for 
he  is  too  far  off;  lie  is  as  a  roe 
esc-aj  ed  out  of  the  mare. 

21  As  for  a  wound,  it  may  bo 
bound  up ;  and  after  reviling  there 
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may  be  reconcilement:  but  he  that 
bewrayeth  secrets  is  without  hope. 

22  He  that  winketh  with  the  eyes 
worketh  evil :  and  he  that  knoweth 
him  -will  depart  from  him. 

23  When  thou  art  present,  he  will 
speak  sweetly,  and  will  admire  thy 
words:  but  at  the  last  he  will  writhe 
his  mouth,  and  slander  thy  sayings. 

24  I  have  hated  many  things,  but 
nothing  like  him ;  for  the  Lord  will 
hate  him. 

25  Whoso  casteth  a  stone  on  high 
casteth  it  on  his  own  head;  and  a 
deceitful  stroke  shall  make  wounds. 

26  Whoso  diggeth  a  pit  shall  fall 
therein :  and  he  that  setteth  a  trap 
shall  be  taken  therein. 

27  He  that  worketh  mischief,  it 
shall  fall  upon  him,  and  he  shall 
not  know  whence  it  cometh. 

28  Mockery  and  reproach  are  from 
the  proud ;  but  vengeance,  as  a  lion, 
ifihall  lie  in  wait  for  them. 

i  29  They  that  rejoice  at  the  fall  of 
the  righteous  shall  be  taken  in  the 
snare;  and  anguish  shall  consume 
them  before  they  die. 

30  Malice  and  wrath,  even  these 
are  abominations  ;  and  the  sinful 
man  shall  have  them  both. 

CHAPTEE  XXVIII. 

J  Against  revenge,  s quarrelling,  10 angerrK and 
backbiiiitg. 

HE  that  revengeth  shall  find 
vengeance  from  the  Lord,  and 
he  will  surely  keep  his  sins  [in  re- 
membrance.] 

2  Forgive  thy  neighbour  the  hurt 
that  he  hath  done  unto  thee,  so 
shall  thy  sins  also  be  forgiven  when 
thou  prayest. 

3  One  man  beareth  hatred  against 
another,  and  doth  he  seek  pardon 
from  the  Lord  ? 

4  He  slieweth  no  mercy  to  a  man, 
which  is  like  himself:  and  doth  he 
ask  forgiveness  of  his  own  sins  ? 


5  If  he  that  is  but  flesh  nourish 
hatred,  who  will  intreat  for  pardon 
of  his  sins  1 

6  Eemember  thy  end,  and  let  en- 
mity cease;  [remember]  corruptioii 
and  death,  and  abide,  in  the  com- 
mandments. 

7  Eemember  the  commandments, 
and  bear  no  malice  to  tliy  neigh- 
bour: [remember]  the  covenant  of 
the  Highest,  and  wink  at  ignorance. 

8  Abstain  from  strife,  and  thou 
shalt  diminish  thy  sins:  for  a  fu- 
rious man  will  kindle  stiife. 

9  A  sinful  man  disquieteth  friends, 
and  maketh  debate  among  tliem 
that  be  at  peace. 

10  As  the  matter  of  the  fire  is,  so 
it  bumeth :  and  as  a  man's  strength 
is,  so  is  his  wrath ;  and  according  to 
hh  riches  his  anger  riseth ;  and  the 
stronger  they  are  which  contend, 
the  more  they  will  be  inflamed. 

11  An  hasty  contention  kindleth  a 
fire:  and  an  hasty  fighting  sheddeth 
blood. 

12  If  thou  blow  the  spaik,  it  shall 
burn:  if  thou  spit  upon  it,  it  shall 
be  quenched :  and  both  these  come 
out  of  thy  mouth. 

13  Curse  the  whisperer  and  double- 
tongued  :  for  such  have  destroyed 
many  that  were  at  peace. 

14  A  backbiting  tongue  hath  dis- 
quieted many,  and  driven  them  from 
nation  to  nation:  strong  cities  hatli 
it  pulled  down,  and  overthrown  the 
houses  of  great  men. 

15  A  backbiting  tongue  hath  cast 
out  virtuous  w^omen,  and  deprived 
(hem  of  their  labours. 

16  Whoso  hearkeneth  unto  it  shall 
never  find  rest,  and  never  dwell 
quietly. 

17  The  stroke  of  the  whip  maketh 
marks  in  the  flesh  :  but  the  stroke 
of  tlie  tongue  breaketh  the  bones. 

18  Many  have  fallen  by  the  edge 
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of  the  sword :  but  not  so  many  as 
have  fallen  by  the  tongue. 

19  Well  is  he  that  is  defended  from 
it,  and  hath  not  parsed  through 
the  venom  thereof;  who  hath  not 
drawn  the  yoke  thereof,  nor  hath 
been  bound  in  her  1  and;?. 

20  For  the  yoke  thereof  is  a  yoke 
of  iron,  and  the  liands  thereof  are 
bands  of  brass. 

21  The  death  thereof  is  an  evil 
death,  the  grave  were  better  than  it. 

22  It  shall  not  have  rule  over  them 
that  fear  God,  neitlier  shall  they  be 
biuned  with  the  flame  thereof. 

23  Such  as  forsake  the  Lord  shall 
fall  into  it ;  and  it  shall  bum  in 
them,  and  not  be  quenched :  it  shall 
be  sent  upon  them  as  a  Hon,  and 
devour  them  as  a  leopard. 

24  Look  that  thou  hedge  thy  pos- 
session about  with  thorns,  and  bind 
up  thy  silver  and  gold, 

25  And  weigh  thy  words  in  a 
balance,  and  make  a  door  and  bar 
for  thy  mouth. 

26  Beware  thou  slide  not  by  it, 
lest  thou  fell  before  him  that  lieth 
in  wait, 

CHAPTER  XXIX. 

1  We  must  $heie  mercy  and  lend:  t  but  the  hor- 
routr  mutt  not  defraud  lis  lender.  9  Gite 
aim*.  uAgoodmintnOnolundokittmretf. 
18  To  be  tureip  and  undertake  for  alhert  ie 
dangerout.  Jilt  it  better  U>  live  at  home  than 
to  lojortm. 

HE  that  is  merciful  will  lend 
unto  his  neighbour;  and  he 
that  strengtheneth  his  hand  keep- 
eth  the  commandments. 

2  Lend  to  thy  neighbour  in  time 
of  his  need,  and  pay  thou  thy  neigh- 
bour again  in  due  season. 

3  Keep  thy  word,  and  deal  faith- 
fully with  him,  and  tl:ou  shalt  al- 
ways find  the  thing  that  is  necessary 
for  thee. 

4  jSIaiiy,  when  a  thing  was  lent 
them,  reckoned  it  to  be  found,  and 


put  thc-m  to  ti-Quble  that  helped 
them. 

5  Till  he  hath  received,  he  Trill 
kis  a  man's  liand;  and  for  his 
neighbotn's  money  he  will  speak 
submissly:  but  when  he  should  re- 
pay, he  will  prolong  the  time,  and 
return  words  of  grief,  and  complain 
of  the  time. 

6  If  he  prevail,  he  shall  hardly 
receive  the  half,  and  he  will  a>unt 
as  if  he  had  found  it :  if  not,  he 
hath  deprived  him  of  his  money, 
and  he  hath  gotten  him  an  enemy 
without  cau«e :  he  payeth  him  with 
cursiiigs  and  railings;  and  for  ho- 
nour he  will  pay  him  disgrace. 

7  ilany  therefore  have  refused  to 
lend  for  other  men's  ill  dealing, 
fearing  to  be  defrauded. 

8  Yet  have  thou  patience  with  a 
man  in  poor  estate,  and  delay  not 
to  shew  him  mercy. 

9  Help  the  poor  for  the  command- 
ment's take,  and  turn  him  not  away 
because  of  his  poverty. 

10  Lose  thy  money  for  thy  brother 
and  thy  friend,  and  let  it  not  rust 
under  a  stone  to  be  lost 

11  Lay  up  thy  treasure  according 
to  the  commandments  of  the  most 
High,  and  it  shall  bring  thee  more 
profit  than  gold. 

12  Shut  up  alms  in  thy  store- 
houses :  and  it  shall  deliver  thee 
from  all  affliction. 

13  It  shall  fight  for  thee  against 
thine  enemies  better  than  a  mighty 
sliield  and  strong  spear. 

14  An  honest  man  is  surety  for 
his  neighbom-:  but  he  that  is  im- 
pudent will  forsake  him. 

15  Forget  not  the  friendship  of 
thy  surety,  for  he  hath  given  his 
life  for  thee. 

16  A  sinner  will  overthrow  the 
good  estate  of  his  surety  : 

17  And  he  that  is  of  an  unthank- 
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fill  mind  will  leave  him  [in  danger] 
tliat  delivered  him, 

18  Suretisliip  liath  undone  many 
of  good  estate,  and  shaken  tliem  as  a 
wave  of  the  .sea :  mighty  men  hath  it 
driven  from  their  houses,  so  that  they 
wandered  among  strange  nations. 

19  A  wiclved  man  transgressing  the 
commandments  of  the  Lord  sliall  fall 
into  suretiship  :  and  he  that  under- 
taketh  and  loUoweth  other  men's 
husiiiess  for  gain  shall  fall  into  suits. 

20  Help  thy  neighbour  according 
to  fliy  power,  and  beware  that  thou 
thyself  fall  mA  into  the  same. 

21  The  chief  tbhig  for  life  is 
water,  and  bread,  and  clothing,  and 
an  house  to  cover  shame. 

22  Better  is  the  life  of  a  poor  man 
in  a  mean  cottage,  than  delicate  fare 
in  another  man's  bouse. 

23  l?e  it  little  or  much,  hold  thee 
contented,  that  thou  hear  not  the 
reproach  of  thy  house. 

24  For  it  is  a  miierahle  life  to  go 
from  l;ou  e  to  house:  for  where  thou 
art  a  stranger,  thou  darest  not  open 
thy  mouth. 

25  Thou  shalt  entertain,  and  feast, 
and  l.avt;  no  thanks :  mta-eover  thou 
shalt  bear  bitter  words : 

26  Come,  thou  stranger,  and  fur- 
nisli  a  table,  and  feed  me  of  that 
thou  hast  ready. 

27  (Jive  place,  thou  stranger,  to  an 
honourable  man  ;  my  brother  com- 
etli  to  be  lodged,  and  I  have  need 
of  mine  bouse. 

28  These  things  are  grievous  to  a 
man  (;f  understtmding ;  the  upbraid- 
ing of  houseroom,  and  reproaching 
of  the  lender. 

CHAPTER  XXX. 

1  //  is  good  to  eorrerl  our  children,  7  and  not  to 
coder  llietu.  II  Hmllh  it  belter  than  isoeaUh. 
2i  HniUh  iiiul  life  lire  shorteiied  by  yriel. 

HE  that  loveth  his  son  caut-eth 
him  oft  to  feel  the  rod,  that 
he  may  have  joy  of  hinc  in  the  end. 
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2  He  that  chastisetb  liis  son  shall 
have  joy  in  him,  and  shall  rejoice 
of  him  among  his  acquaintance. 

3  He  that  teacheth  his  sen  griev- 
eth  the  enemy :  and  before  his 
friends  he  shall  rejoice  of  him. 

4  Though  his  father  die,  yet  he  is 
as  though  he  were  not  dead:  for  he 
hath  left  one  behind  him  tliat  is 
like  himself. 

6  While  he  lived,  he  saw  and  re- 
joiced in  him :  and  when  he  died, 
he  was  not  soiTOwful. 

6  He  left  behind  him  an  avenger 
against  his  enemies,  and  one  tiiat 
shall  requite  kindness  to  his  friends. 

7  He  tliat  maketh  too  mu(h  of 
his  son  shall  bind  up  his  wounds ; 
and  his  bowels  will  be  troubled  at 
every  cry. 

8  An  hOTse  not  broken  becometh 
headstrong:  and  a  child  left  to  him- 
self will  be  willul. 

9  Cocker  thy  child,  and  he  shall 
make  tliee  afraid :  play  with  him, 
and  he  will  bring  thee  to  heaviness. 

10  Laugh  not  with  him,  lest  thou 
have  sorrow  with  him,  and  lest  thou 
gnash  thy  teeth  in  the  end. 

11  Give  him  no  liberty  in  his 
youth,  and  wink  not  at  his  follies. 

12  Bow  down  his  neck  while  he 
is  yoimg,  and  beat  Iiim  on  tlie  sides 
while  he  is  a  child,  lest  he  wax 
stubborn,  and  be  disobech'ent  unto 
thee,  and  so  bring  sorrow  to  thine 
heart. 

13  Chastise  thy  son,  and  hold  him 
to  labour,  lest  his  lewd  behaviour  be 
an  offence  unto  thee. 

14  Bettei  is  the  poor,  being  sound 
and  strong  of  constitution,  than  a 
rich  man  that  is  afflicted  in  his 
body. 

15  Health  and  good  estate  of  body 
are  alwve  all  gold,  and  a  stroDg 
body  above  inJinite  wealth. 

16  There  is  no  riches  above  a 


Apocryplui. 


ECCLESIASTICUS,  XXXI. 


Apocrypha. 


s«und  bcdy,  and  no  joy  atove  tbe 
joy  of  the  heart. 

17  Death  is  better  than  a  bitter 
life  or  continual  siikness. 

18  Delicates  poured  u]  on  a  mouth 
shut  up  are  as  messes  of  meat  set 
upon  a  grave. 

19  AVbat  good  doeth  tlie  offering 
unto  an  idol?  for  neither  can  it  eat 
nor  smell  :  so  is  he  that  is  perse- 
cuted of  the  Lord. 

20  He  setth  with  his  eyes  and 
groaneth,  as  an  eunuch  that  em- 
bracetli  a  virgin  and  !<igh«th. 

21  Give  not  over  thy  mind  to 
heaviness,  and  afflict  not  thyself  in 
thine  own  coimsel. 

22  The  gladness  of  the  heart  is 
the  lile  of  man,  and  the  jovfulness 
of  a  man  prolongeth  his  days. 

23  Love  thine  own  soul,  and  com- 
fort thy  heart,  remove  sorrow  far 
from  thee :  for  s-orrow  hath  killetl 
many,  and  thi-re  is  no  profit  then  in. 

24  Envy  and  wrath  f-borten  the 
life,  and  carefulness  bringeth  age 
Ijefore  the  time. 

25  A  cbeerlul  and  good  heart  will 
have  a  aire  of  bis  meat  and  diet. 

CHAPTER  XXXI. 

1  Of  the  deHri'  of  rirhes.   11  Of  woderntion  and 
excess  ill  eidiny,  or  drinkiny  trine. 

WA'ICHING   for    riches  con- 
sumeth   the  flesh,   and   tbe 
care  thereof  driveth  away  sleep. 

2  ^Vatcbillg  care  will  not  let  a 
man  slumber,  as  a  eore  disease 
breaketh  deep. 

3  The  riib  bath  great  labour 
in  gathering  riches  together;  and 
when  he  re.-.teth,  he  in  filled  with 
his  delicatcs. 

4  The  [)oor  laboureth  in  his  poor 
estate ;  and  when  he  leave th  off, 
he  i.s  still  needy. 

5  lie  that  lo\  eth  gold  shall  not  be 
justified,  and  he  that  followeth  cor- 
ruption shall  have  enou^jh  thereof. 


6  Gi'ld  bath  been  tbe  ruin  of 
many,  and  their  destruction  was 
J  re  ent. 

7  It  is  a  stumblingblock  unto  them 
that  satrifice  unto  it,  and  every  fool 
sh'.ll  be  taken  therewith. 

8  l^lessed  is  the  rich  that  is  found 
without  blemiah,  and  bath  not  gone 
after  gold. 

9  \N  bo  is  he  ?  and  we  will  call 
him  blessed :  for  wonderful  things 
bath  he  done  among  bis  peojle. 

10  ^Vho  hath  been  tried  thereby, 
ai:d  found  perfect?  tl.en  let  him 
glory.  Who  might  offend,  ai:d  bath 
not  offended?  or  done  evU,  and  hath 
not  done  it  ? 

11  His  goods  diall  be  established, 
and  the  congregation  shall  declare 
his  alms. 

12  If  thou  sit  at  a  bountiful  table, 
be  not  greedy  upon  it,  and  say  not, 
There  is  much  meat  on  it. 

13  Eemember  that  a  wicked  eye  is 
an  evil  thing  :  and  what  is  created 
more  w  icked  than  an  eye  ?  therefore 
it  weepeth  upon  every  occasion. 

14  Stretch  not  thine  band  wjiilber- 
soever  it  looketh,  and  thrust  it  not 
with  him  into  tbe  dish. 

15  Judge  of  thy  neighbour  by  thy- 
self: and  be  dif^^crcet  in  every  pcint. 

16  Eat,  as  it  1  eeometb  a  nmn, 
those  things  which  are  set  before 
thee  ;  and  devour  not,  kst  thou  be 
bited. 

17  Leave  off  first  for  mannL-rs' 
sake  ;  find  be  not  uii.saiialle,  lest 
thou  offeiid. 

18  When  tlou  siite-t  among  m.:ny, 
rciich  not  tbine  band  out  first  ot  all. 

19  A  very  little  is  snft'cii  nt  f(  r  a 
man  well  nurtured,  Hud  be  feti  heth 
not  bis  wind  sluat  u}»nn  his  I  ed. 

20  Soimd  sleep  coniuih  if  nuide- 
raie  eating:  be  risetb  e;trly,  and  bis 
wits  are  with  him  :  but  tbe  ji-in  of 
watching,  and  chokr,  and  pangs  of 
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the  belly,  are  with  an  unsatiable 
man. 

21  And  if  thou  hast  been  forced  to 
eat,  arise,  go  forth,  vomit,  and  thou 
shalt  have  rest. 

22  My  son,  hear  me,  and  despise 
me  not,  and  at  the  last  thou  shalt 
find  as  I  told  thee :  in  all  thy  works 
by  quick,  so  shall  there  no  sickness 
come  unto  thee. 

23  Whoso  is  liberal  of  his  meat, 
men  shall  speak  well  of  him ;  and 
the  report  of  liis  good  housekeep- 
ing will  be  believed; 

24  But  against  him  that  is  a  nig- 
gard of  his  meat  the  whole  city  shall 
murmur;  and  the  testimonies  of  his 
niggdrdness  shall  not  be  doubted  of. 

25  Shew  not  thy  valiantness  in 
wine ;  for  wine  hath  destroyed 
many. 

26  The  furnace  proveth  the  edge 
by  dipping;  so  doth  wine  the  hearts 
of  the  proud  by  dnmkenness. 

27  Wine  is  as  good  as  life  to  a 
man,  if  it  be  drank  moderately  : 
what  life  is  then  to  a  man  that  is 
without  wine?  for  it  was  made  to 
make  men  glad. 

28  Wine  measurably  drunk  and  in 
season  bringeth  gladness  of  the  heait, 
and  cheerfulness  of  the  mind  : 

29  But  wine  drunken  with  excess 
maketh  bitterness  of  the  mind,  with 
brawling  and  quarrelling.^ 

30  Drunkenness  increaseth  the 
rage  of  a  fool  till  he  offend:  it 
dimiuisheth  strength,  and  maketh 
wounds. 

31  Eebuke  not  thy  neighbour  at 
the  wine,  and  despise  him  not  in 
jiis  mirth :  give  him  no  despiteful 
words,  and  press  not  upon  him  with 
urging  him  [to  drink.]] 

CHAPTER  XXXII. 

1  Of  hit  duty  that  is  chief  or  master  in  a  feast. 
U  Of  the  fear  of  Cfod.  is  Of  counsel.  20  Of 
a  ragged  and  a  smooth  way.  23  Dixat  not  to 
any  hut  to  thyself,  atvl  to  God, 


IF  thou  be  made  the  master  [of  a 
feast,]  lift  not  thyself  up,  but 
be  among  them  as  one  of  the  rest; 
take  diligent  care  for  them,  and  so 
sit  down. 

2  And  when  thou  hast  done  all 
thy  office,  take  tliy  place,  that  thou 
mayest  be  merry  with  them,  and 
leceive  a  ciown  for  thy  well  oi-dec- 
ing  of  the  feast. 

3  Speak,  thou  that  art  the  elder, 
for  it  becometh  thee,  but  with  sound 
judgment ;  and  hinder  not  musick. 

4  Four  not  out  words  where  there 
is  a  musician,  and  shew  not  forth 
wisdom  out  of  time. 

5  A  concert  of  musick  in  a  ban- 
quet of  wine  is  as  a  signet  of  car- 
buncle set  in  gold. 

6  As  a  signet  of  an  emerald  set  in 
a  work  of  gold,  so  is  the  melody  of 
musick  with  pleasant  wine. 

7  Speak,  young  man,  if  there  be 
need  of  thee :  and  yet  scarcely  when 
thou  art  twice  asked. 

8  Let  thy  speech  be  short,  com- 
prehending much  in  few  woi'ds ;  be 
as  one  that  knoweth  and  yet  hold- 
eth  his  tongue. 

9  If  thou  be  among  great  men, 
make  not  thyself  equal  with  them ; 
and  when  ancient  men  are  in  place, 
use  not  many  words. 

10  Before  the  thunder  goeth  light- 
ning; and  before  a  shamefaced  man 
shall  go  favour. 

11  Eise  up  betimes,  and  be  not 
the  last ;  but  get  thee  home  with- 
out delay. 

12  There  take  thy  pastime,  and 
do  what  thou  wilt :  but  sin  not  by 
proud  speech. 

IS  And  for  these  things  bless  liim 
that  made  thee,  and  hath  replen- 
ished thee  with  his  good  things. 

14  Wiioso  feareth  the  Lord  will 
receive  his  discipline ;  and  tliey  that 
seek  him  early  shall  find  favour. 
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15  He  that  seeketh  the  law  shall  l 
be  filled  therewith  :  but  the  hypo-  ; 
crite  will  be  offendtd  thereat,  i 

■  16  They  that  fear  the  Lord  shall 
find  judgment,  and  shall  kindle  jus- 
tice as  a  light.  ; 

17  A  sinjol  man  will  not  be  re-  | 
proved,  but  findeth  an  excuse  ac- 
cording  to  his  will.  j 

18  A  man  of  counsel  will  be  con-  \ 
siderate;  but  a  strange  and  proud  : 
man  is  not  daunted  with  fear,  even  , 
when  of  himself  he  hath  done  with- 
out counsel. 

19  Do  nothing  without  advice ; 
and  when  thou  hast  once  done,  re-  j 
pent  not. 

20  Go  not  in  a  way  wherein  thou  ' 
mayest  fall,  and  stomble  not  among  , 
the  stones.  | 

21  Be  not  confident  in  a  plain  way. 

22  And  beware  of  thine  own  chil-  ' 
dren. 

23  In  every  good  work  trust  thy  ' 
own  soul ;   for  this  is  the  keeping 
of  the  commandments. 

24  He  that  believeth  in  the  Lord 
taketh  heed  to  tlie  commandment ; 
and  he  that  trusteth  in  him  shall 
fiare  never  the  worse. 

CHAPTER  XXXni. 

1  The  tafety  of  him  thalfeareth  the  Lord.  2  The 
vite  and  the  foolUh.  7  Times  and  seasons  are 
of  God.  10  Afen  are  in  his  hands  as  day  in 
the  hands  of  the  potter.  18  Chiefly  regard  thy- 
i€lf.   24  Of  lertants. 

THERE  shall  no  evil  happen  un- 
to him  that  feareth  the  Lord ; 
but  in  temptation  even  again  he 
will  deliver  him. 

2  A  w  ise  man  hateth  not  the  law  ; 
but  he  tliat  is  an  hypocrite  therein 
is  as  a  ship  in  a  storm. 

3  A  man  of  understanding  trusteth 
in  the  law;  and  the  law  is  faithful 
unto  him,  as  an  oracle. 

4  Prepare  what  to  say,  and  so  thou 
shalt  1  e  heard  :  and  bind  up  instrue- 
tion,  and  then  make  answer. 


5  The  heart  of  the  foolish  is  like 
a  cartwheel ;  and  his  tlioughts  are 
like  a  roUing  axletree. 

6  A  stallion  horse  is  as  a  mock- 
ing friend,  he  neigh eth  imder  every 
one  that  sitteth  upon  him. 

7  ^Vhy  doth  one  day  excel  an- 
other, when  as  all  the  light  of  every 
day  in  the  year  is  of  the  sun  ? 

B  By  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord 
they  were  distinguished :  and  he 
altered  seasons  and  feasts. 

9  Some  of  them  hath  he  made 
high  days,  and  hallowed  them,  and 
some  of  them  hath  he  made  ordi- 
nary days. 

10  And  all  men  are  from  the 
gronnd,  and  Adam  was  created  of 
eaith. 

11  In  much  knowledge  the  Lord 
hath  divided  them,  and  made  their 
ways  diverse. 

12  Some  of  them  hath  he  blessed 
and  exalted,  and  some  of  them  hath 
he  sanctified,  and  set  near  himself : 
but  some  of  them  hath  he  cursed 
and  brought  low,  and  turned  out  of 
their  places. 

13  As  the  clay  is  in  the  potter's 
hand,  to  fashion  it  at  his  pleaKure : 
so  man  is  in  the  hand  of  him  that 
made  him,  to  render  to  them  as 
liketh  him  tes-t. 

14  Good  is  set  against  evil,  and 
life  against  death  :  so  is  the  godly 
against  the  sinner,  and  the  sinntr 
against  the  godly. 

15  So  look  upon  all  the  works  of 
the  most  High;  and  there  aie  two 
and  two,  one  against  another. 

16  I  awaktd  up  last  of  all,  as 
one  that  gathereth  after  the  grape- 
gatherers  :  by  the  blessing  of  the 
Lord  I  profited,  and  filled  my  wine- 
press like  a  gatherer  of  grapes. 

17  Consider  that  I  laboured  not 
for  myself  only,  but  for  all  them 
that  stek  learning. 
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18  Hear  me,  0  ye  great  men  of  the 
people,  and  liearken  willi  your  ears, 
ye  rult  rs  of  the  congregation. 

19  Give  not  lliy  son  and  wife,  tliy 
brother  and  fiiend,  power  over  thee 
while  thou  livest,  and  give  not  thy 
goods  to  finolhtr :  lest  it  repent  lliee, 
and  tliou  intreat  for  the  stime  again. 

20  As  long  as  tliou  livest  and  hast 
breath  in  thee,  give  not  thyself  over 
to  any. 

21 1'or  better  it  is  that  thy  children 
should  seek  to  thee,  than  that  thou 
shoulde-t  stand  to  Iheir  courte-^y. 

22  In  all  thy  works  keep  to  thyself 
the  pieeminence;  leave  not  a  stain 
in  tliine  honour. 

23  At  the  time  when  thou  shalt 
end  thy  days,  and  finish  thy  life, 
distribute  thine  inheritance. 

24  Fodder,  a  wand,  and  burdens, 
are  for  the  ass;  and  bread,  correc- 
tion, and  work,  for  a  servant. 

26  If  thou  set  tliy  servant  to  la- 
bour, thou  shalt  find  rest :  but  if 
thou  let  him  go  idle,  he  shall  seek 
liberty. 

26  A  yoke  ard  a  collar  do  bow 
the  neck :  so  are  tortures  and  tor- 
ments for  an  evil  servant. 

27  Send  him  to  labour,  that  he 
be  not  idle ;  for  idleness  teacheth 
much  evil. 

28  Set  him  to  work,  as  is  fit  for 
him  :  if  he  be  not  obedient,  put  on 
more  heavy  fetters. 

29  But  be  not  exces-ive  toward 
any ;  and  without  discretion  do 
nothing. 

30  If  thou  have  a  servant,  let 
liim  be  unto  thee  as  thyself,  because 
thou  hast  bought  him  witii  a  price. 

81  If  thou  have  a  servant,  entreat 
liim  as  a  biotlier :  for  thou  liast 
need  of  him,  as  of  thine  own  soul : 
if  tliou  entrejit  liim  evil,  and  he 
run  fiom  tbee,  which  way  wilt  tliou 
go  to  seek  him  1  .  I 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

1  Of  dreams.  13  Tlie  praise  avd  blest-ing  of  them 
thai  feiir  Ihe  Lord.  18  77/e  offering  of  the  an- 
cient, and  prayer  of  lite  poor  iimoteiU, 

ri'^HE  hopes  of  a  man  void  of  un- 
X  derstanding  are  vain  and  false: 
and  dreams  lift  up  fools. 

2  NVhoso  ngardeth  dreams  is  like 
him  that  catciietli  at  a  shadow,  and 
followeth  after  tlie  wind. 

3  The  vision  of  dreams  is  the  re- 
semblance of  one  thing  to  another, 
even  as  the  likeness  of  a  face  to  a 
face. 

4  Of  an  unclean  thing  what  can  be 
cleansed?  and  from  that  thing  which 
is  false  what  truth  Ciin  come  1 

6  Divinations,  and  soothsayings, 
and  dreams,  are  vain :  and  the 
iieart  fancieih,  as  a  woman's  heait 
in  travail. 

6  If  tliey  be  not  sent  from  the 
most  High  in  tliy  visitation,  set 
not  thy  heart  upon  them. 

7  For  dreams  have  deceived  many, 
and  they  have  failed  that  put  their 
trust  in  them. 

8  The  law  shall  be  found  perfect 
without  lies :  and  wisdom  is  perfec- 
tion to  a  faithful  mouth. 

9  A  man  that  hath  tiavellcd  know- 
eth  many  things;  and  he  that  hath 
much  experience  will  declare  wie- 
dom. 

10  He  that  hath  no  experience 
knoweth  little:  but  lie  that  hath 
travelle-d  is  full  of  prudence. 

11  When  I  travelKd,  I  saw  many 
tilings;  and  I  understand  more  than 
I  can  express. 

12  I  was  ofttimes  in  danger  of 
dejith :  yet  I  was  delivered  because 
of  these  things. 

13  The  spirit  of  those  that  fear 
the  Lord  shall  live ;  for  their  hope 
is  in  him  that  saveth  tliem. 

14  Whoso  feareth  the  Loid  shall 
not  fear  imr  be  aliaid  ;  for  he  is 
his  hope. 
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15  Blessed  is  tlie  soul  of  him 
that  fearetii  the  Lurd :  1o  whom 
dotli  he  look?  and  who  is  Im 
strength] 

16  For  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are 
npon  them  that  love  him,  he  Ls 
their  mighty  protection  and  strong 
stay,  a  defence  trom  heat,  and  a 
cover  from  the  snn  at  noon,  a  pre- 
servation from  slumbling,  and  an 
help  from  falling. 

17  He  raiseth  up  the  soul,  and 
lighteneth  the  eyes  :  he  giveth 
healtji,  life,  and  blessing. 

18  He  that  sacrificotli  of  a  thing 
wrongfully  gotten,  his  oflfering  is 
ridiculous  ;  and  the  gifts  of  unjust 
men  are  not  accepted. 

19  The  most  High  is  not  pleased 
with  the  offerii!gs  of  the  wicked ; 
neither  is  he  pacified  for  sin  by 
the  multitude  of  ^atritices. 

20  Whoso  biiiigeth  an  offering  of 
the  goods  of  the  jioor  doeth  as  one 
that  killeth  the  son  before  his  fa- 
ther's eyes. 

21  The  bread  of  the  needy  is  their 
life :  he  tliat  defnmdeth  liim  there- 
of is  a  man  of  1  ilood. 

22  He  that  taketh  away  his  neigli- 
Iwir's  living  slayeth  him  ;  and  he 
that  defraiideth  the  labourer  of  his 
hire  is  a  bloodshedder. 

23  When  one  buildeth,  and  an- 
other pulleth  down,  what  profit  have 
they  then  but  labour? 

24  When  one  prayeth,  and  an- 
other curseth,  whose  voice  will  the 
Lord  hear? 

25  He  that  washetb  himself  after 
the  touching  of  a  dead  body,  if  he 
touclj  it  again,  what  availeth  his 
washing? 

26  So  is  it  with  a  man  that  fast- 
eth  for  his  sins,  and  goetli  again, 
and  doetli  the  same  :  who  will  hear 
his  prayer?  or  wliat  doth  his  hum- 
bling profit  him  ? 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

1  Sncrifreg  plearing  to  Grxl.  14  Ttie  prayer  of 
Oie  fallitriets,  of  (lie  iridow,  ami  of  the  hum- 
hle  m  spirit.  20  Acceptable  mercy. 

HE  that  keepetii  tl:e  law  hring- 
eth  offerings  enough  :  lie  that 
taketh  heed  to  the  commandment 
offercth  a  peace  offering. 

2  He  that  requiteth  a  good  turn 
offereth  fine  flour ;  and  he  that 
giveth  alms  sacrificeth  prai.<e. 

3  To  depart  from  wickethitss  is  a 
thing  pleasing  to  the  Lord;  and  to 
forsake  umrighteousness  is  a  propi- 
tiation. 

4  Thou  shalt  not  appear  empty 
before  the  Lord. 

5  For  all  tliese  things  [are  to  be 
done]  because  of  the  conmiandment. 

6  The  offering  of  the  righteous 
maketh  the  altar  fat,  and  the  SAveet 
savour  thereof  is  before  the  most 
High. 

7  Tiie  sacrifice  of  a  just  man  is 
acceptable,  and  the  memorial  there- 
of shall  never  be  forgotten. 

8  Give  the  Lord  his  honour  with 
a  good  eye,  and  diminish  not  the 
firstfruits  of  thine  hands. 

9  In  all  thy  gifts  shtw  a  cheer- 
ful countenance,  and  dedicate  thy 
tithes  with  gladness. 

10  Give  unto  the  most  High  ac- 
cording as  he  hath  enriched  thet^ ; 
and  as  thou  hast  gotten,  give  with 
a  cheerful  eye. 

11  For  the  Lord  recompenseth, 
and  will  give  thee  seven  tiuies  as 
much. 

12  Do  not  think  to  corrupt  with 
gifts;  for  such  he  will  not  receive : 
and  tiTist  not  to  unrighteous  sa- 
crifices ;  for  the  Lord  is  judge,  and 
with  him  is  no  respect  of  pei-sons. 

13  He  will  not  acccft  any  person 
against  a  [)O0t  man,  but  will  hear 
tlie  prayer  of  the  o]ipressed. 

14  He  will  not  despise  the  sup- 


Apocrypha. 


ECCLESIASTICUS,  XXXVI. 


Apocrypha. 


plication  of  the  fatherless  ;  nor  the 
v;idow,  when  she  poureth  out  her 
complaint, 

15  Do  not  the  tears  run  down 
the  widow's  cheeks  ?  and  is  not  her 
cry  against  him  tiiat  causeth  them 
to' fain 

16  He  that  sei-veth  the  Lord  shall 
be  accepted  with  favour,  and  his 
prayer  shall  reach  unto  the  clouds, 

17  The  prayer  of  the  humble 
pierceth  the  clouds :  and  till  it 
come  nigh,  he  will  not  he  comfort- 
ed ;  and  will  not  depart,  till  the 
most  High  shall  behold  to  judge 
righteously,  and  execute  judgment, 

18  For  the  Lord  will  not  be  slack, 
neither  will  the  Mighty  be  patient 
toward  them,  till  he  have  smitten 
in  sunder  the  loins  of  the  unmerci- 
ful, and  repay ed  vengeance  to  the 
heathen  ;  till  he  have  taken  away 
the  multitude  of  the  proud,  and 
broken  the  sceptre  of  the  uniight- 
fous ; 

19  1'ill  he  have  rendered  ^to  every 
man  accoiding  to  his  deeds,  and  to 
the  works  of  men  accoi  ding  to  their 
devices;  till  he  have  judged  the 
cause  of  his  people,  and  made  them 
to  rejoice  in  his  mercy, 

20  Mercy  is  seasonable  in  the  time 
of  affliction,  as  clouds  of  rain  in  the 
time  of  drought, 

CHAPTER  XXXVL 

1  A  prayer  for  (he  church  against  the  enemies 
thereof.  18  A  good  heart  and  a  f reward.  21  Of 
a  good  wife. 

HAVE  mercy  upon  us,  0  Lord 
God  of  all,  and  behold  us : 

2  And  send  thy  fear  upon  all  the 
nations  that  seek  not  after  thee, 

3  Lift  up  thy  hand  against  the 
strange  nations,  and  let  them  see 
thy  power. 

4  As  thou  wast  sanctified  in  us 
before  them :  so  be  thou  magnified 
among  them  before  us. 


5  And  let  them  know  thee,  as  we 
have  known  thee,  tliat  there  is  no 
God  but  only  thou,  0  God, 

6  Shew  new  signs,  and  make  other 
strange  wondtrs :  gloiify  thy  liand 
and  thy  right  arm,  that  they  may 
set  forth  thy  wondrous  works, 

7  Eaise  up  indignation,  and  pour 
out  wrath :  take  away  the  adver- 
sary, and  destroy  the  enemy. 

8  Make  the  time  short,  remember 
the  covenant,  and  let  them  declare 
thy  wonderful  works. 

9  Let  him  that  escapeth  be  con- 
sumed by  the  rage  of  the  fire ;  and 
let  them  perish  that  oppress  the 
people. 

10  Smite  in  sunder  the  heads  of 
the  rulers  of  the  heathen,  that  say, 
There  is  none  other  but  we, 

11  Gather  all  the  tribes  of  Jacob 
together,  and  inherit  thou  them,  as 
from  the  beginning, 

12  0  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  the 
people  that  is  called  by  tliy  name, 
and  upon  Israel,  whom  thou  hast 
named  thy  firstborn, 

13  0  be  merciful  unto  Jerusalem, 
thy  holy  city,  the  place  of  thy  rest. 

14  Fill  Sion  with  thine  unspeak- 
able oracles,  and  thy  people  with 
thy  glOTy. 

15  Give  testimony  unto  those  that 
thou  hast  possessed  from  the  begui- 
ning,  and  raise  up  prophets  that 
have  been  in  thy  name. 

16  Eeward  them  that  wait  for 
thee,  and  let  thy  prophets  be  found 
faithful. 

17  0  Lord,  hear  the  prayer  of  thy 
servants,  according  to  the  blessing 
of  Aaron  over  thy  people,  that  all 
they  which  dwell  upon  the  earth 
may  know  that  thou  art  the  Lord, 
the  eternal  God. 

18  The  belly  devoureth  all  meats, 
yet  is  one  meat  better  than  another 

19  As  the  palate  tasteth  diver 
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kinds  of  vei)i«on  :  fo  dolli  an  heart 
of  under.-tiinding  false  speed  e<. 

20  A  fro  ward  heart  (auseth  hea- 
viness :  hut  a  man  of  experience 
■will  recompense  him. 

21  A  woman  will  receive  every 
man,  yet  is  one  daughter  better  . 
than  another.  I 

22  The  beauty  of  a  woman  cheer- 
etli  the  countennnce,  and  a  man 
loveth  nothing  better. 

23  If  there  he  kindness,  meekness,  ! 
and  comfort,  in  her  tongiie,  then  is 
not  her  husband  like  otlier  men. 

24  He  that  getteth  a  wife  begin- 
neth  a  pos!-es.-ion,  a  help  like  unto 
himself,  and  a  pillar  of  rest. 

25  Where  no  htd<:e  is,  there  the 
possession  is  spoiled :  and  he  that 
hath  no  wife  will  wander  up  and 
down  mourning. 

26  Who  will  tnist  a  thief  well  ap- 
pointed, that  skippeth  from  city  to 
city?  80  [who  will  believe]  a  man 
that  hath  no  house,  and  lodgeth 
wheresoever  the  night  taketh  him? 

CHAPTER  XXXYII. 

1  Bovi  to  kitow  frienii  and  cofinteUors.  12  TTie 
digcretion  and  tritilom  of  a  godly  man  hletteth 
him.  27  Learn  to  refrain  thine  appetite. 

EVEEY  fiiend  saith,  I  am  his 
ixieiid  also :  but  there  is  a 
friend,  which  is  only  a  friend  in 
name. 

2  Is  it  not  a  grief  unto  death, 
when  a  companion  and  fiieud  is 
turned  to  an  enemy? 

3  0  wicked  imagination,  whence 
earnest  thou  in  to  cover  the  earth 
with  deceit? 

4  There  is  a  companion,  which 
rejoiceth  in  the  prosperity  of  a 
triend,  but  in  the  time  of  trouble 
will  be  against  him. 

5  There  is  a  companion,  which 
helpeth  his  fritnd  lor  the.  belly, 
and  taketh  up  the  buckler  against 
tlie  enemy. 


6  Forget  not  thy  friend  in  thy 
niiml,  and  he  not  immindful  of 
him  in  thy  riches. 

7  Every  counsellor  extolletli  coun- 
sel ;  but  there  is  some  that  coun- 
selleth  for  himself. 

8  Beware  of  a  counsellor,  and 
know  before  what  need  he  hath ; 
for  he  will  counsel  for  hims-elf; 
lest  he  ca-st  the  lot  upon  thee, 

9  And  say  unto  thee.  Thy  way  is 
pood :  and  afterward  he  stand  on 
the  otlier  side,  to  see  what  shall 
befall  thee. 

10  Consult  not  with  one  that  sus- 
pecteth  thte :  and  liide  thy  counsel 
from  such  as  envy  thee. 

11  Neither  consult  with  a  woman 
touching  her  of  whom  she  is  jealous; 
neither  with  a  coward  in  matters  of 
war ;  nor  with  a  merchant  concern- 
ing exchange ;  nor  with  a  buyer  of 
selling ;  nor  with  an  envious  man 
of  thankfulness  ;  nor  with  an  un- 
merciful man  touching  kindness ; 
nf,r  with  the  slothful  for  any  work ; 
nor  with  an  hireling  for  a  year  of 
finishing  work ;  nor  with  an  idle 
servant  of  much  business :  hearken 
not  unto  these  in  any  matter  of 
coimsel. 

12  But  be  continually  with  a 
godly  man,  whom  thou  knowest  to 
keep  the  commandments  of  the 
Lord,  whose  mind  is  according  to 
tliy   mind,    and   will    sorrow   witli 

I  thee,  if  thou  shalt  miscarry. 
I     13  And  let  the  counsel  of  thine 
'  own  heart  stand :    for  there  is  no 
'  man  more  faithful  unto  thee  than 

it. 

j  14  For  a  man's  mind  is  sometime 
'  wont  to  tell  him  more  than  seven 
I  watchmen,  that  sit  above  in  au 
I  higli  tower. 

15  And  above  all  this  pray  to 

the  mosi;  High,  that  he  will  direct 
I  thy  way  in  truth. 
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16  Let  reason  go  before  every  en- 
tcrjrize,  and  counsel  before  every 
action. 

17  The  countenance  is  a  sign  of 
changing  of  the  heart. 

18  Four  manner  of  things  appear: 
good  and  evil,  life  and  desith :  but 
the  tongue  ruleth  over  them  con- 
tinually. 

19  'jiiere  is  one  that  is  wise  and 
teacheth  many,  and  yet  is  unprofit- 
able to  himself. 

20  There  is  one  that  sheweth 
■wisdom  in  word's,  and  is  hated : 
he  shidl  be  destitute  of  all  food. 

21  For  grace  is  not  given  him 
from  the  Lord ;  because  he  is  de- 
prived of  all  wisdom. 

22  Another  is  wise  to  himself; 
and  the  fruits  of  understanding 
are  commendable  in  his  mouth. 

23  A  wise  man  instructeth  his 
})eople ;  and  the  fruits  of  his  un- 
derstanding fail  not. 

24  A  wise  man  shall  be  filled 
with  blessing ;  and  all  they  that 
see  him  shall  count  him  happy. 

25  The  days  of  the  life  of  man 
may  be  niunbered :  but  the  days 
of  Israel  are  innumerable. 

26  A  wise  man  shall  inherit 
glory  among  his  people,  and  his 
name  sliall  be  perpetual. 

27  My  son,  prove  thy  soul  in  ihy 
life,  and  see  what  is  evil  for  it,  and 
give  not  that  unto  it 

28  For  all  things  are  not  profit- 
able for  all  men,  neither  hath 
every  soul  pleasure  in  eveiy  thing. 

29  Be  not  unsatiable  in  any 
dainty  thing,  nor  too  greedy  upon 
meats : 

30  For  excess  of  meats  bringeth 
sickness,  and  surfeiting  will  turn 
into  clioler. 

31  Hy  surfeiting  have  many  pe- 
rished ;  but  he  that  taketh  heed 
prolongeth  his  life. 


CHAPTER  XXXVIIL 

1  Ilonour  due  to  the  phpHHnn,  nnd  wly.  wHoio 
to  iceep  and  mourn  for  the  dead.  24  37/e  trtt- 
dom  of  the  le'iriied  man,  and  of  the  labourer 
and  artificer :  uUh  the  ute  of  them  both. 

HOXOL'R  a  physician  with  the 
honour  due  unto  him  for  ttit- 
uses  which  ye  may  have  of  him ;  for 
the  Lord  hath  created  him. 

2  For  of  the  most  High  cometh 
healing,  and  he  shall  receive  honoiu- 
of  the  king. 

3  The  skill  of  the  physician  shall 
lift  up  his  head :  and  in  the  sight  of 
great  men  he  shall  be  in  admimtion. 

4  The  Lord  hath  created  medicines 
out  of  the  earth ;  and  he  that  is  wise 
will  not  abhor  them, 

5  Was  not  the  water  made  sweet 
with  wood,  that  the  virtue  thereof 
might  be  known? 

6  And  he  hath  given  men  skill, 
that  he  might  be  honoured  in  his 
marvellous  works. 

7  With  such  doth  he  heal  [men,3 
and  taketh  away  their  pains. 

8  Of  such  doth  the  apothecary 
make  a  confection ;  and  of  his  works 
there  is  no  end;  and  from  him  is 
peace  over  all  the  earth. 

9  My  son,  in  thy  sickness  be  not 
negligent :  but  pray  unto  the  Lord, 
and  he  will  make  thee  whole. 

10  Leave  off  from  sin,  and  order 
thine  hands  aright,  and  cleanse  thy 
heart  from  all  wickedness, 

11  Give  a  sweet  savour,  and  a 
memorial  of  fine  flour;  and  make 
a  fat  offering,  as  not  being. 

12  Then  give  place  to  the  physi- 
cian, for  the  Lord  hath  created  him : 
let  him  not  go  from  thee,  for  thou 
hast  need  of  him. 

13  There  is  a  time  when  in  their 
hands  there  is  good  success. 

14  For  they  shall  also  pray  unto 
the  Lord,  that  he  would  prosper 
that,  wliich  they  give  for  ease  and 
remedy  to  prolong  life. 
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15  He  that  sinneth  before  his 
Maker,  let  him  fall  into  the  hand 
of  the  physician. 

16  My  son,  let  tears  fall  down  over 
the  dead,  and  begin  to  lament,  as  if 
thou  had>t  suffered  great  hann  thy- 
self; and  then  cover  his  body  ac- 
cording to  the  custom,  and  neglect 
not  his  burial. 

17  V'eep  bitterly,  and  make  gieat 
moan,  and  use  lamentation,  as  he  is 
worthy,  and  that  a  day  or  two,  lest 
thou  be  evil  :<poken  of:  and  then 
comfoit  thyself  for  thy  heaviness. 

18  For  of  heaviness  cometh  death, 
and  the  heaviness  of  the  heart 
breaketh  strength. 

19  In  affliction  also  sorrow  re- 
maineth :  and  the  life  of  the  poor 
is  the  curse  of  the  heart. 

20  Take  no  heaviness  to  heart : 
drive  it  away,  and  remember  the 
last  end. 

21  Forget  it  not,  for  there  is  no 
turning  again :  thou  shalt  not  do 
him  good,  but  hurt  thyself. 

22  Eemember  my  judgment :  for 
thine  also  shall  be  so;  yesterday 
for  me,  and  to  day  for  thee. 

23  When  the  dead  is  at  rest,  let 
his  remembranc  e  rest ;  and  be  com- 
forted for  him,  when  his  spirit  is 
departed  from  him. 

24  The  wisdom  of  a  learned  man 
cometh  by  opportunity  of  leisTire: 
and  he  that  hath  little  business 
shall  become  wise. 

25  How  can  he  get  wi-dom  that 
holdeth  the  plough,  and  that  gloii- 
eth  in  the  goad,  that  driveth  oxen, 
and  is  occupied  in  their  labours,  and 
■whose  talk  Ls  of  bullocks? 

26  He  giveth  his  mind  to  make 
furrows;  and  is  diligent  to  give  the 
kine  fodder. 

27  So  every  cai-penter  and  work- 
master,  that  laboureth  night  and 
day ;  and  they  that  cut  and  grave 


seals,  and  are  diligent  to  make  great 
variety,  and  give  themselves  to 
c<3unterfeit  imagery,  and  watch  to 
finisli  a  work: 

28  The  smith  also  sitting  by  the 
anvil,  and  considering  tlie  iron  work, 
the  vapour  of  the  fire  wasteth  his 
flesh,  and  he  fighteth  witli  the  heat 
of  the  furnace :  the  noise  of  the 
hammer  and  the  anvil  is  ever  in 
liis  ears,  and  his  eyes  look  still 
upon  the  pattern  of  the  thing  that 
he  maketh;  he  setteth  his  mind 
to  finish  his  work,  and  watcheth  to 
polish  it  perfectly: 

29  So  doth  the  potter  sitting  at  his 
work,  and  turning  the  wheel  about 
with  his  feet,  who  is  alway  carefully 
set  at  his  work,  and  maketh  all  his 
work  by  number; 

30  He  fa'ihioneth  the  clay  with  Lis 
arm,  and  bowetli  doTVTi  his  strength 
before  iiis  feet;  he  applieth  himself 
to  lead  it  over;  and  he  is  diligent 
to  make  clean  tlie  furnace  : 

31  All  these  trust  to  their  hands  : 
and  every  one  is  wise  in  his  work. 

32  Without  these  cannot  a  city 
be  inhabited :  and  they  shall  not 
dwell  where  they  ■will,  nor  go  up 
and  down : 

33  They  shall  not  be  sought  for  in 
publick  counsel,  nor  sit  high  in  the 
congregation  :  they  shall  not  sit  on 
the  judges'  seat,  nor  unders-tand  the 
sentence  of  judgment :  they  cannot 
declare  justice  and  judgment ;  and 
they  shall  not  be  found  where  pa- 
rables are  spoken. 

34  But  they  will  maintain  the  state 
of  the  world,  and  [all]  their  desire 
is  in  the  work  of  their  craft. 

CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

1  A  deacriplion  of  him  Ihal  is  trtily  loise.  12  An 
exhorlalion  toirraife  God  for  his  tcorks ;  tohich 
are  goal  to  the  good,  and  evil  to  them  that 
are  evil. 

UT  he  that  giveth  his  mind  to 

the  law  of  the  most  High,  and 
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is  occupied  in  the  meditiition  there- 
of, will  seek  out  the  visdom  of  all 
the  ancient,  and  be  occupied  in 
prophecies. 

2  He  will  keep  the  sayings  of  the 
renowned  men :  and  where  subtil 
parables  are,  he  will  be  there  also. 

3  He  will  seek  out  the  secrets  of 
grave  sentences,  and  be  conversant 
in  dark  parables. 

4  He  shall  serve  among  great  men, 
and  appear  before  princes :  he  will 
travel  through  strange  countries; 
for  he  hath  tried  the  good  and  the 
evil  among  men. 

5  He  will  give  his  heart  to  resort 
early  to  the  Lord  that  made  him, 
and  will  pray  before  the  most  High, 
and  will  open  his  mouth  in  prayer, 
and  make  supplication  for  his  sins. 

6  When  the  great  Lord  wDl,  he 
shall  be  filled  with  the  spirit  of  un- 
derstanding :  he  sliall  pour  out  wise 
sentences,  and  give  thanks  unto  the 
Lord  in  his  pmyer. 

7  He  shall  direct  his  counsel  and 
knowledge,  and  in  his  secrets  shall 
he  meditate. 

8  He  shall  shew  forth  that  which 
he  hath  leanied,  and  shall  glory 
in  the  law  of  the  covenant  of  the 
Lord. 

9  Many  shall  commend  his  under- 
standing; and  so  long  as  the  world 
endureth,  it  shall  not  be  blotted 
out;  his  memorial  shall  not  depart 
away,  and  his  name  shall  live  from 
generation  to  generation. 

10  Nations  shall  shew  forth  his 
Mrisdom,  and  the  congregation  shall 
declare  his  pmise. 

11  If  he  die,  he  shall  leave  a 
greater  name  than  a  thousand :  and 
if  he  live,  he  shall  increase  it. 

12  Yet  have  I  more  to  say,  which 
I  have  thought  upon;  for  I  am  filled 
as  tlie  moon  at  the  full. 

13  Hearken  imto  me,  ye  holy  cHl- 
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drt  n,  and  bud  forth  as  a  rose  grow- 
ing by  the  brook  of  the  field  : 

14  And  give  ye  a  sweet  savour  as 
fiankin<  ense,  and  flourish  as  a  lily, 
send  forth  a  smell,  and  sing  a  song 
of  praise,  bless  the  Lord  in  all  his 
works. 

15  Magnify  his  name,  and  shew 
foiih  his  praise  with  the  songs  of 
your  lips,  and  with  harps,  and  in 
pi-aising  him  ye  shall  say  after  this 
manner: 

16  All  the  works  of  the  Lord  are 
exceeding  good,  and  whatsoever  he 
commandeth  shall  be  aceomplislied 
in  due  season. 

17  And  none  may  say.  What  is 
this?  wherefore  is  tliati  for  at  time 
convenient  they  shall  all  be  sought 
out:  at  his  commandment  the  wa- 
ters stood  as  an  heap,  and  at  the 
words  of  his  mouth  the  receptacles 
of  waters. 

18  At  his  commandment  is  done 
what'ioever  pleaseth  him ;  and  none 
can  hinder,  when  he  will  save. 

19  The  works  of  all  flesh  are  be- 
fore him,  and  nothing  can  be  hid 
from  his  eyes. 

20  He  seeth  from  everlasting  to 
everlasting;  and  there  is  nothing 
wonderful  before  him. 

21  A  man  need  not  to  say,  What 
is  this?  wherefore  is  that?  for  he 
hath  made  all  things  for  their  usea 

22  His  blassing  covered  the  dry 
land  as  a  river,  and  watered  it  as 
a  flood. 

23  As  he  hath  turned  the  waters 
into  saltnes'S :  so  shall  the  heathen 
inherit  his  wrath. 

24  As  his  ways  are  plain  unto  the  ^ 
holy;  so  are  they  stumblingblocks  ' 
unto  the  wicked. 

25  For  the  good  are  good  things 
created  from  the  beginning :  so  evil 
things  for  sinners. 

26  The  principal  things  for  the 
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whole  use  of  man's  life  are  water, 
fire,  iron,  and  salt,  flour  of  wheat, 
honey,  milk,  and  the  blood  of  the 
grape,  and  oil,  and  clothing. 

27  All  these  things  are  for  good 
to  the  godly :  so  to  the  sinners  they 
are  turned  into  evil. 

28  There  be  spirits  that  are  cre- 
ated for  vengeance,  wliich  in  their 
fury  lay  on  sore  strokes ;  in  the 
time  of  destruction  they  pour  out 
their  force,  and  appease  the  wrath 
of  him  that  made  them. 

29  Fire,  and  hail,  and  famine,  and 
death,  all  these  were  created  for 
vengeance ; 

30  Teeth  of  wild  beasts,  and  scor- 
pions, serpents,  and  the  sword,  pu- 
nishing the  wicked  to  destruction. 

31  They  sliall  rejoice  in  his  com- 
mandment, and  they  shall  be  ready 
upon  earth,  when  need  is ;  and  when 
their  time  is  come,  they  shall  not 
transgress  his  word. 

32  Therefore  from  the  beginning 
I  was  resolved,  and  thought  upon 
these  things,  and  have  left  them  in 
writing. 

33  All  the  works  of  the  Lord  are 
good :  and  he  will  give  eveiy  need- 
ful thing  in  due  season. 

34  So  that  a  man  cannot  say.  This 
is  worse  than  that:  for  in  time  they 
shall  all  be  well  approved. 

35  And  therefore  praise  ye  the  Lord 
with  the  whole  heart  and  mouth, 
and  bless  tlie  name  of  the  Lord. 

CHAPTER  XL. 

1  Many  miseries  in  a  man's  life.  12  The  reward 
of  unrighteousness,  and  IhefruU  of  true  deal- 
ing. 17  A  virlitotis  wife  and  an  honest  friend 
rtaoice  the  heart,  but  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is 
above  all.   2.-i  A  beggar's  hfe  i»  hateful. 

GEE  AT  travail  is  created  for 
every  man,  and  an  heavy  yoke 
is  upon  the  sons  of  Adam,  from  the 
day  that  tliey  go  out  of  tlieir  mo- 
ther's womb,  till  the  day  that  they 
return  to  the  mother  of  all  things. 


2  Their  imagination  of  things  to 
come,  and  the  day  of  death,  [trou- 
ble] their  thoughts,  and  [cause]  fear 
of  heart; 

3  Fi  om  him  that  sitteth  on  a  throne 
of  glory,  unto  him  that  is  humbled 
in  earth  and  ashes ; 

4  From  him  that  weareth  purple 
and  a  ci  own,  imto  him  that  is  clothed 
with  a  linen  frock. 

6  Wrath,  and  envy,  trouble,  and 
unquietness,  fear  of  death,  and  an- 
ger, and  strife,  and  in  the  time  of 
rest  upon  his  bed  his  night  sleep, 
do  change  his  knowledge. 

6  A  little  or  nothing  is  his  rest, 
and  afterward  he  is  in  his  sleep,  as 
in  a  day  of  keeping  watcli,  troubled 
in  the  vision  of  his  heart,  as  if  he 
were  escaped  out  of  a  battle. 

7  When  all  is  safe,  he  awaketh, 
and  marvelleth  that  the  fear  was 
nothing. 

8  [Such  things  happen]  unto  all 
flesh,  both  man  and  beast,  and  that 
is  sevenfold  more  upon  sinners. 

9  Death,  and  bloodshed,  strife,  and 
sword,  calamities,  famine,  tribula- 
tion, and  the  scourge ; 

10  These  things  are  created  for 
the  wicked,  and  for  their  sakes  came 
the  flood. 

11  All  things  that  are  of  the  earth 
shall  turn  to  the  earth  again :  and 
that  which  is  of  the  waters  doth 
return  into  the  sea. 

12  All  bribery  and  injustice  shall 
be  blotted  out :  but  true  dealing 
shiill  enduie  for  ever. 

13  The  goods  of  the  unjust  shall 
be  dried  up  like  a  river,  and  shall 
vanish  with  noise,  like  a  great  thun- 
der in  rain. 

14  While  he  openeth  his  hand  ho 
shall  rejoice :  so  shall  transgressors 
come  to  nought. 

15  The  children  of  the  ungodly 
shall  not  bring  tbrth  many  branches: 
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l)ut  are  as  unclean  roots  upon  a 
hard  rock. 

16  Tlie  weed  gro-wing  upon  every 
water  and  bunk  of  a  river  shall  be 
pulled  up  before  all  grass. 

17  Bountifulness  is  as  a  most  fruit- 
ful garden,  and  mercifulness  endur- 
eth  for  ever. 

18  To  labour,  and  to  be  content 
with  that  a  man  liatb,  is  a  sweet 
life :  but  he  that  findeth  a  treasure 
is  above  them  both. 

19  Children  and  the  building  of  a 
city  continue  a  man's  name :  but 
a  blameless  wife  is  counted  above 
them  both. 

20  Wine  and  musick  rejoice  the 
heart :  but  the  love  of  wisdom  is 
above  them  both. 

21  The  pipe  and  the  psaltery 
make  sweet  melody:  but  a  pleasant 
tongue  is  alx)ve  them  both. 

22  Thine  eye  desirefh  favour  and 
beauty :  but  more  than  both  com 
wliile  it  is  green. 

23  A  friend  and  companion  never 
meet  amiss:  but  above  both  is  a 
wife  with  her  husband. 

24  Brethren  and  help  are  against 
time  of  trouble  :  but  alms  shall  de- 
liver more  than  them  both. 

25  Gold  and  silver  make  the  foot 
stand  sure :  but  counsel  is  esteemed 
above  them  both. 

26  Rich&s  and  s-trength  lift  up  the 
heart :  but  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is 
above  them  lx)th :  there  is  no  want 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  it  need- 
eth  not  to  seek  help. 

27  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  a  fruit- 
ful garden,  and  covereth  him  above 
all  glory. 

28  My  son,  lead  not  a  beggar's 
life  ;  tor  better  it  is  to  die  than  to 
beg. 

29  Tlie  life  of  liun  that  dependelh 
on  another  man's  table  is  liOt  to  be 
counted  for  a  life ;  for  he  polluteth 


himself  with  other  men's  meat:  but 
a  wise  man  well  nm-tured  will  be- 
ware thereof. 

30  Begging  is  sweet  in  the  moutli 
of  the  shameless :  but  in  his  belly 
there  shall  buin  a  fire. 

CHAPTER  XLL 

1  Tht  remembraiKe  of  (tenth.  3  Death  is  not  to 
he  feared.  6  TIte  ungodly  shaU  be  accursed.  11 
Of  an  evU  and  a  good  name.  14  Wisdom  i» 
to  he  uttered.  16  Of  what  things  toe  should 
he  atHuimed. 

O  DEATH,  how  bitter  is  the  re- 
membrance of  thee  to  a  man 
that  liveth  at  rest  in  his  possessions, 
unto  the  man  that  hath  nothing  to 
vex  him,  and  that  hath  prosperity 
in  all  tilings  :  yea,  unto  him  that  is 
yet  able  to  receive  meat ! 

2  0  death,  acceptaVde  is  thy  sen- 
tence unto  the  needy,  and  unto  him 
whose  strength  faileth,  that  is  now 
in  the  last  age,  and  is  vexed  with  all 
things,  and  to  him  that  despaireth, 
and  hath  lost  patience  I 

3  Fear  not  the  sentence  of  death, 
remember  them  that  have  been  be- 
fore thee,  and  that  come  after;  for 
this  is  the  sentence  of  the  Lord 
over  all  flesh. 

4  And  why  art  thou  against  the 
pleasure  of  the  most  High?  there  is 
no  inquisition  in  the  grave,  whetiier 
thou  have  lived  ten,  or  an  hundred, 
or  a  thousand  years. 

6  Tiie  children  of  sinners  are  a- 
bominable  children,  and  they  that 
are  conversant  in  the  dwelling  of 
the  ungodly. 

6  The  inheritance  of  sinners'  chil- 
dren shall  perish,  and  their  posterity 
shall  have  a  perpetual  reproach. 

7  The  children  will  complain  of 
an  ungodly  father,  because  they 
shall  be  reproach(d  for  his  sake. 

8  Woe  be  unto  you,  ungodly  men, 
which  have  for>alien  the  law  of  the 
most  high  God !  for  if  ye  increase, 
it  shall  be  to  vour  desUTiction : 
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9  And  if  ye  be  'bom,  ye  shall  be 
bom  to  a  curse :  and  if  ye  die,  a 
curse  shall  be  your  portion. 

10  All  tliat  are  of  the  earth  shall 
turn  to  earth  again:  so  the  ungodly 
shall  go  from  a  curse  to  destruction. 

11  The  mourning  of  men  is  about 
their  bodies:  but  an  ill  name  of 
sinners  shall  be  blotted  out. 

12  Have  regard  to  thy  name  ;  for 
that  sliall  continue  with  thee  above 
a  thousand  great  treasures  of  gold. 

13  A  good  life  hath  but  few  days : 
but  a  good  name  endureth  for  ever, 

14  My  cliildren,  keep  discipline  in 
peace :  for  wisdom  that  is  hid,  and 
a  treasure  that  is  not  seen,  what 
profit  is  in  them  both  ? 

15  A  man  that  hideth  his  f(X)l- 
ishness  is  better  than  a  man  that 
hideth  his  wisdom. 

16  Therefore  be  shamefeced  ac- 
cording to  my  word:  for  it  is  not 
good  to  retain  all  shamefecedness ; 
neither  is  it  altogether  approved  in 
every  thing. 

17  Be  ashamed  of  whoredom  be- 
fore father  and  mother :  and  of  a 
lie  before  a  prince  and  a  mighty 
man; 

18  Of  an  offence  before  a  judge 
and  ruler;  of  iniquity  before  a  con- 
gregation and  people ;  of  unjust 
dealing  before  thy  partner  and 
friend ; 

19  Ajid  of  theft  in  regard  of  the 
place  where  thou  sojonmest,  and  in 
regard  of  the  truth  of  God  and  liLs 
covenant ;  and  to  lean  with  thine 
elbow  upon  ti)e  meat ;  and  of  scorn- 
ing to  give  and  take  ; 

20  And  of  silence  before  them 
that  salute  thee ;  and  to  look  upon 
an  harlot ; 

21  And  to  turn  awav  fhv  face  from 
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22  Or  to  be  overbiisy  with  Iiis 
maid,  and  come  not  near  her  bed ; 
or  of  upbraiding  speeches  before 
friends:  and  after  thou  hast  given, 
upbraid  not : 

23  Or  of  iterating  and  speaking 
again  that  whicli  thou  hast  heard  ; 
and  of  revealing  of  secrets. 

24  So  shalt  thou  be  truly  shame- 
faced, and  find  favour  before  all 
men. 

CHAPTER  XLIL 


1  Wherwf  MX  thonld  not  be  athamed.  9  Be  eare- 
fi'Jof  thy  daughter.  12  Beirare  of  a  mnnau. 
15  The  Korks  and  greatwa*  of  God. 

OF  these  things  be  not  thou  a- 
shamed,  and  accept  no  person  ' 
to  sin  thereby : 

2  Of  the  law  of  the  most  High, 
and  his  covenant ;  and  of  judgment 
to  justify  the  ungodly ; 

3  Of  reckoning  with  thy  partners 
and  travellers :  or  of  the  gilt  of  the 
heritage  of  fi-iends ; 

4  Of  exactne-ss  of  balance  and 
weights ;  or  of  getting  much  or  little : 

5  And  of  merchants'  indifferent 
selling ;  of  much  correction  of  chil- 
dren ;  and  to  make  the  side  of  an 
evil  servant  to  bleed. 

6  Sure  keeping  is  good,  where  an 
evil  wife  is ;  and  shut  up,  where 
many  hands  are. 

7  Deliver  all  things  in  number 
and  weight;  and  put  all  in  wiit- 
ing  that  thou  givest  out,  or  receiv- 
es! in. 

8  Be  not  ashamed  to  inform  the 
unwise  and  foolish,  and  the  extreme 
aged  that  contendeth  with  those 
that  are  young :  thus  shalt  thou  1  e 
truly  learned,  and  approved  of  all 
men  living. 

9  The  father  waketh  for  the  daugh- 
ter, when  no  man  knoweth :  and  the 
care  for  her  taketh  away  sleep :  when 


thy  kinsman  :    or  to  take  away  a    she  is  young,  lest  she  pass  away  the 
portion  or  a  gift :  or  to  gaze  upon  ;  flower  of  her  age  :  and  being  mar- 


another  man's  wife ; 


1  ried,  lest  she  should  be  hated : 
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10  In  her  virginity,  lest  she  should 
be  defiled  find  gotten  witli  child  in 
her  father's  house  ;  and  having  an 
husband,  le4  she  should  misbehave 
herself;  and  when  ^he  is  mariied, 
lest  she  should  be  bairen. 

11  Keep  a  sure  watch  over  a 
shameless  daughter,  lest  she  make 
thee  a  laughingstock  to  thine  ene- 
mies, and  a  byword  in  the  city, 
and  a  repioach  among  the  people, 
and  make  thee  ashamed  before  the 
multitude. 

12  Behold  not  every  body's  beauty, 
and  sit  not  in  the  midst  of  women. 

13  For  fiom  garments  cometh  a 
moth,  and  from  women  wickedness. 

14  Better  is  the  churlishness  of 
a  man  than  a  courteous  woman,  a 
woman,  I  say,  which  bringeth  shame 
and  reproach. 

15  I  will  now  remember  the  works 
of  the  Lord,  and  declare  the  things 
tiiat  I  have  seen :  In  the  words  of 
the  Lord  are  his  works. 

16  The  sun  that  giveth  light  look- 
eth  ujion  all  things,  and  the  work 
thereof  is  full  of  the  glory  of  the 
Lord. 

17  The  Lord  hath  not  given  power 
to  the  saints  to  declare  all  his  mar- 
vellous works,  wiiich  the  Ahnighty 
Lord  firmly  settled,  that  whatso- 
ever is  might  be  established  for  his 
glory. 

18  He  seeketh  out  the  deep,  and 
the  heart,  and  considereth  their 
crafty  devices:  for  tlie  Lord  know- 
eth  all  that  may  be  known,  and  he 
beholdeth  the  signs  of  the  world. 

19  He  declareth  the  things  that 
are  i>ast,  and  for  to  come,  and  re- 
veal eth  tlie  steps  of  hidden  Ihings. 

20  No  thougiit  t'scupeth  him,  nei- 
ther any  word  is  hidden  from  him. 

21  He  hath  garnislied  the  excel- 
lent woiks  of  his  wisdom,  and  he  is 
from  everlasting  to  everlasting  :  un- 


to him  may  nothing  be  added,  nei- 
ther can  he  be  diminished,  and  he 
hath  no  need  of  any  c  ounsellor. 

22  Oh  how  desiiable  are  all  his 
works!  and  that  a  man  may  see 
even  to  a  spark. 

23  All  these  things  live  and  re- 
main for  ever  for  all  uses,  and  they 
are  all  obedient. 

24  All  things  are  double  one  a- 
gainst  another :  and  he  hath  made 
nothing  imperfect. 

25  One  thing  establisheth  the  good 
of  another:  and  who  shall  be  filled 
with  beholding  his  glory  1 

CHAPTER  XLin. 

1  The  irorJcs  of  God  in  heaven,  and  in  earth,  and 
in  the  sea,  are  erceedini  ijloiioiis  and  icon- 
derful.  20  Yet  God  himself  in  his  power  and 
wisdom  is  above  all. 

THE   pride  of  the  height,  the 
clear  finnament,  the  beauty  of 
heaven,  with  his  gloiious  shew  ; 

2  The  sun  when  it  appeareth,  de- 
claring at  his  rising  a  marvellous 
instrument,  the  work  of  the  most 
High: 

3  At  noon  it  parcheth  the  country, 
and  who  can  abide  the  burning  heat 
thereof? 

4  A  man  blowing  a  furnace  is  in 
works  of  heat,  but  the  sun  bumeth 
the  moimtains  three  times  more  ; 
breathing  out  fiery  vapours,  and 
sending  forth  bright  beams,  it  dim- 
meth  the  eyes. 

5  Great  is  the  Lord  that  made  it ; 
and  at  his  commandment  it  r\m- 
neth  hastily. 

6  He  made  the  moon  also  to  serve 
in  her  season  for  a  declaration  of 
times,  and  a  sign  of  the  world, 

7  From  the  moon  is  the  t^ign  of 
feasts,  a  light  that  decreaseth  in 
her  perfection. 

8  'ihe  month  is  called  after  her 
name,  increasing  wonderfully  in  her 
changing,  being  an  instrument  of 
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the  armies  above,  shining  in  the 
finnaiTn.'nt  of  heaven ; 

9  The  beauty  of  heaven,  the  glory 
of  the  stars,  an  ornament  giving  light 
in  the  higliest  places  of  the  Lord. 

10  At  the  commandment  of  the 
Holy  One  they  will  .'■land  in  their 
order,  and  never  faint  in  their 
watches. 

11  Look  upon  the  rainbow,  and 
praise  him  that  made  it ;  very  beau- 
tiful it  is  in  the  brightness  thereof. 

12  It  compasseth  the  heaven  about 
with  a  glorious  circle,  and  the  hands 
of  the  most  High  bive  bended  it. 

13  By  his  commandment  he  mak- 
eth  the  snow  to  fall  apace,  and 
sendeth  swiftly  the  lightnings  of 
his  judgment 

14  Through  this  the  treasures 
are  opened :  and  clouds  fly  iot\h  as 
fowls. 

15  By  his  great  power  he  maketh 
the  clouds  firm,  and  the  hailstones 
are  broken  small. 

16  At  his  right  the  mountains  are 
shaken,  and  at  his  will  the  south 
wind  bloweth. 

17  The  noise  of  the  thunder  mak- 
eth the  earth  to  tremble:  so  doth 
the  northern  storm  and  the  whirl- 
wind: as  birds  flying  he  scatter- 
eth  the  snow,  and  the  falling  down 
thereof  is  as  the  lighting  of  grass- 
hoppers : 

18  The  eye  marvelleth  at  the 
beauty  of  the  whiteness  therer)f, 
and  the  heart  is  astonished  at  the 
rainimr  of  it. 

19  The  hoarfrost  also  as  salt  he 
poureth  on  the  earth,  and  being 
congealed,  it  lieth  on  the  top  of 
shaip  stakes. 

20  When  the  cold  north  wind 
bloweth,  and  the  water  is  congealed 
into  ice,  it  abideth  upon  every  ga- 
thering together  of  water,  and  cloth- 
eth  the  water  as  with  a  breastplate. 


21  It  devoureth  the  mountains, 
and  bumeth  the  wildmess,  aivl 
consumeth  the  grass  as  fire. 

22  A  present  remedy  of  all  is  a 
mist  coming  tpeedily :  a  dew  coming 
after  heat  refresheth. 

23  By  his  counsel  he  appeaseth  the 
deep,  and  planteth  Islands  therein. 

24  They  that  sail  on  the  sea  tell 
of  the  danger  thereof;  and  when 
we  hear  it  with  our  ears,  we  mar- 
vel theresit.' 

25  For  therein  be  strange  and 
wondrous  work^,  variety  of  all  kind^ 
of  bcfists  and  whales  created. 

26  By  him  the  end  of  them  hatli 
profe7)eious  success,  and  by  his  word 
all  things  con-ist. 

27  We  may  speak  much,  and  yet 
come  short :  wherefore  in  sum,  he 
is  nil. 

28  How  fbaM  we  be  able  to  mag- 
nify him  ?  for  he  is  great  above  all 
his  works. 

29  The  Lord  is  terrDjle  and  ytxy 
great,  and  marvellous  is  his  power. 

30  When  ye  glorify  the  Lord,  exalt 
him  as  much  as  ye  can ;  for  even 
yet  will  he  far  exceed :  and  when 
ye  exalt  him,  put  forth  all  your 
strength,  and  be  not  weary ;  for 
ye  can  never  go  far  enough. 

31  Who  hath  seen  him,  that  he 
might  tell  us?  and  who  can  mag- 
nify him  as  he  is  1 

32  Tliere  are  yet  lud  greater  things 
than  these  be,  for  we  have  seen  but 
a  few  of  his  works. 

33  For  the  Lord  hath  made  all 
things;  and  to  the  godly  hath  he 
given  wi-dom. 


CHAPTEE  XLIV. 

1  TJie  praite  of  certain  holy  mf* :  16  o/ 
17  Noah,  19  Abraham,  22  Itaae,  23  a 


cob. 


,  Baoeh. 
and  Ja- 

LET  US  now  praise  famous  men, 
nnd  our  fathers  that  b.  gat  us. 
2  The  Lord  hath  wrought  great 
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glory  by  them  through  his  great 
power  from  the  beginning. 

3  Such  as  did  bear  rule  in  their 
kingdoms,  men  renowned  for  their 
power,  giving  counsel  by  their  under- 
standing, and  declaring  prophecies : 

4  Leaders  of  the  people  by  their 
counsels,  and  by  their  knowledge  of 
learning  meet  for  the  people,  wise 
and  eloquent  in  their  instructions : 

5  Such  as  found  out  musical  tunes, 
and  recited  verses  in  writing : 

6  Bich  men  furnished  with  abi- 
lity, living  peaceably  in  their  ha- 
bitations : 

7  All  these  were  honoured  in  their 
geneiations,  and  were  tlie  glory  of 
their  times. 

8  There  be  of  them,  that  have 
left  a  name  behind  them,  that  their 
praises  miglit  be  reported. 

9  And  some  there  be,  which  have 
no  memorial ;  who  are  perished,  as 
though  they  had  never  been ;  and 
are  become  as  though  they  had 
never  been  bom ;  and  their  chil- 
dren after  them. 

10  But  these  were  merciful  men, 
whose  righteousness  hath  not  been 
forgotten. 

11  With  their  seed  shall  con- 
tinually remain  a  good  inheritance, 
and  their  children  are  within  the 
covenant. 

12  Their  seed  standeth  fast,  and 
their  children  for  their  sakes. 

13  Their  seed  shall  lemain  for 
ever,  and  their  glory  shall  not  be 
blotted  out. 

14  Their  bodies  are  buried  in 
peace ;  but  their  name  liveth  for 
evermore. 

15  The  people  will  tell  of  their 
wisdom,  and  the  congregation  will 
shew  forth  theii'  prai.-e. 

16  Enoch  pletu'-ed  the  Lord,  and 
was  translated,  being  an  example  of 
repentance  to  all  generations. 


17  Noah  was  found  perfect  and 
righteous ;  in  the  time  of  wrath 
he  was  taken  in  exchange  [for  the 
world;]  therefore  was  he  left  as  a 
remnant  unto  the  earth,  when  the 
flood  came. 

18  An  everlasting  covenant  was 
made  with  him,  that  all  flesh  should 
perish  no  more  by  the  flood. 

19  Abraham  -was  a  great  father  of 
many  people :  in  glory  was  there 
none  like  unto  him  ; 

'  20  Who  kept  the  law  of  the  most 
High,  and  was  in  covenant  with 
him :  he  established  the  covenant 
in  his  flesh ;  and  when  he  was  prov- 
ed, he  was  found  faithful. 

21  Tlierefore  he,  assured  him  by 
an  oath,  that  he  would  bless  the 
nations  in  his  seed,  and  that  he 
would  multiply  him  as  the  dust  of 
the  earth,  and  exalt  his  seed  as  the 
stars,  and  cause  thtm  to  inherit  from 
sea  to  sea,  and  from  the  river  unto 
the  utmost  part  of  the  land. 

22  With  Isaac  did  he  establLsh 
likewise  [for  Abraham  his  father's 
siike]  the  blessing  of  all  men,  and 
the  covenant, 

23  And  made  it  rest  upon  the 
head  of  Jacob.  He  acknowledged 
him  in  his  blessing,  and  gave  him 
an  heritage,  and  divided  his  por- 
tions ;  among  the  twelve  tribes  did 
he  part  them. 

CHAPTER  XLV. 

1  The  praise  o/Motva.  6  of  Aaron,  23  and  of 
Phinees. 

AND  he  brought  out  of  him  a 
.  merciful  man,  wliich  found  fa- 
vour in  the  sight  of  all  flesh,  even 
Moses,  beloved  of  God  and  men, 
whose  memorial  is  blessed. 

2  He  made  him  like  to  the  glori- 
ous saints,  and  magnified  him,  so  that 
his  enemies  stood  in  fear  of  him. 

3  By  his  words  he  Giused  the 
wonders  to  cease,  and  he  made  him 
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glorious  in  the  siglit  of  kings,  and 
gave  him  a  commandment  for  his 
people,  and  shewed  him  part  of  his 
glory. 

4  He  sanctified  him  in  his  faith- 
fulness and  meekness,  and  chose 
him  out  of  all  men. 

5  He  made  him  to  hear  his  voice, 
and  brought  him  into  the  dark 
cloud,  and  gave  h'im  commandments 
before  his  iiace,  even  the  law  of  lite 
and  knowledge,  that  he  might  teach 
Jacob  his  covenants,  and  Israel  his 
judgments. 

6  He  exalted  Aaron,  an  holy  man 
like  unto  him,  even  his  brother,  of 
the  tribe  of  Levi. 

7  An  everlasting  covenant  he  made 
with  him,  and  gave  him  the  priest- 
hood among  the  people ;  he  beauti- 
fied him  with  comely  ornaments,  and 
clothed  him  with  a  robe  of  glory. 

8  He  put  upon  him  perfect  glory ; 
and  strengtliened  him  with  rich 
gaiments,  with  breeclies,  with  a 
long  robe,  and  the  ephod. 

9  And  he  compassed  him  with 
pomegranates,  and  with  many  gold- 
en bells  round  about,  that  as  he  went 
there  might  be  a  sound,  and  a  noise 
made  that  might  be  heard  in  the 
temple,  for  a  memorial  to  the  chil- 
dren of  his  people ; 

10  With  an  holy  garment,  with 
gold,  and  blue  silk,  and  pui-ple,  the 
work  of  the  embroiderer,  with  a 
breastplate  of  judgment,  and  with 
Urim  and  Thummim  ; 

11  With  twisted  scarlet,  the  work 
of  the  cunning  workman,  with  pre- 
cious stones  graven  like  seals,  and 
set  in  gold,  the  work  of  the  jeweller, 
with  a  writing  engraved  for  a  me- 
morial, after  the  number  of  the 
tribes  of  Israel. 

12  He  set  a  crown  of  gold  upon 
the  mitre,  wlierein  was  engraved 
Holiness,  an  ornament  of  honour, 


a  costly  work,  the  desires  of  the 
eyes,  goodly  and  beautiful. 

13  Before  him  there  were  none 
such,  neither  did  ever  any  stranger 
put  them  on,  but  only  his  children 
and  his  children's  children  perpe- 
tually. 

14  Their  sacrifices  shall  be  whol- 
ly consumed  every  day  twice  con- 
tinually. 

15  Moses  consecrated  him,  and 
anointed  him  with  holy  oil :  this 
was  appointed  unto  him  by  an 
everlasting  covenant,  and  to  his 
seed,  so  long  as  the  heavens  should 
remain,  that  they  should  minister 
unto  liim,  and  execute  the  office 
of  the  priesthood,  and  bless  the 
people  in  his  name. 

16  He  chose  him  out  of  all  men 
living  to  offer  sacrifices  to  the  Lord, 
incense,  and  a  sweet  savour,  for  a 
memorial,  to  make  reconciliation  for 
his  people. 

17  He  gave  unto  him  his  com- 
mandments, and  authority  in  the 
statutes  of  judgments,  that  he 
should  teach  Jacob  the  testimonies, 
and  infoim  Israel  in  his  laws. 

18  Stiangers  conspired  together 
against  him,  and  maligned  him  in 
the  wilderness,  even  the  men  that 
were  of  Dathan's  and  Abiron's  side, 
and  the  congregation  of  Core,  with 
fuiy  and  wiath. 

19  This  the  Lord  saw,  and  it  dis- 
pleased him,  and  in  his  wrathful 
indignation  were  they  consumed : 
he  did  wonders  upon  them,  to  con- 
sume them  with  the  fiery  flame. 

20  But  he  made  Aaron  more  ho- 
nounible,  and  gave  him  an  lierifage, 
and  divided  mito  liim  the  fir>tfruits 
of  the  increase  ;  e.-peci;.lly  he  pre- 
pared bread  in  abundam  e : 

21  For  they  eat  of  the  sacTifioes 
of  the  Lord,  wliieh  he  gave  unto 
him  and  his  seed. 
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22  Howbeit  in  the  land  of  the 
people  he  had  no  inheritance,  nei- 
ther had  he  any  portion  among  the 
people:  for  the  Lord  himself  is  his 
portion  and  inheiitance. 

23  The  third  in  glory  is  Phinees 
the  son  of  Eleazar,  because  he  had 
zeal  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and 
stood  up  with  good  courage  of  heart 
■when  the  people  were  turned  back, 
and  made  reconciliation  for  Israel. 

24  Therefore  was  there  a  covenant 
of  peace  made  with  him,  that  he 
should  be  the  chief  of  the  sanctuary 
and  of  his  people,  and  that  he  and 
his  posterity  should  have  the  dig- 
nity of  the  priesthood  for  ever  : 

25  According  to  the  covenant 
made  with  Duvid  8on  of  Jesse,  of 
the  tribe  of  Juda,  that  the  inherit- 
ance of  the  king  should  be  to  his 
posterity  alone :  so  the  inheritance 
of  Aaron  should  also  be  unto  his 
seed. 

26  God  give  you  wisdom  in  your 
heart  to  judge  his  people  in  riglit- 
eousne-a,  that  their  good  things  be 
not  abolished,  and  that  their  glory 
may  endure  for  ever. 

CHAPTER  XLVI. 

1  The  praise  of  Joshua,  9  of  Caleb,  13  of 

Samuel, 

JESUS  the  son  of  Nave  was 
valiant  in  the  wars,  and  was  the 
successor  of  Moses  in  prophecies, 
who  according  to  his  name  was 
made  gi-eat  for  the  paving  of  the 
elect  of  God,  and  taking  vengeance 
of  the  enemies  that  rose  up  against 
them,  that  he  might  set  Israel  in 
their  inheritance. 

2  How  gre  it  glory  gat  he,  when  he 
did  lift  up  his  hands,  and  ntretched 
out  his  sword  against  the  cities! 

3  Who  before  him  so  stood  to  it? 
for  the  Lord  himself  brought  his 
enemies  unto  him. 

^  Did  not  the  sim  go  back  by  bis 


means?   and  was   not  one  day  as 
long  as  two  ? 

5  He  called  upon  the  most  high 
Lord,  when  the  enemies  pressed 
upon  him  on  every  side ;  tind  the 
great  Lord  heard  him. 

6  And  with  hailstones  of  mighty 
power  he  made  the  battle  to  fall 
violently  upon  the  nations,  and 
in  the  descent  [ofBeth-horon]  he 
destroyed  them  that  resisted,  that 
the  nations  might  know  all  their 
strength,  because  he  fought  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  and  he  followed 
the  Mighty  One. 

7  In  the  time  of  Moses  also  he 
did  a  work  of  mercy,  he  and  Caleb 
the  son  of  Jephunne,  in  that  they 
withstood  the  congregation,  and 
withheld  the  people  from  sin,  and 
appeased  the  wicked  munniiring. 

8  And  of  six  hundred  thousixnd 
people  on  foot,  they  two  were  pre- 
served to  brin«;  them  into  the  heri- 
tage, even  unto  the  land  that  flow- 
eth  with -milk  and  honey. 

9  The  Lord  gave  strength  also 
unto  Caleb,  which  remained  witli 
him  unto  his  old  age :  so  that  he 
entered  upon  tlie  high  places  of 
the  land,  and  his  seed  obtained  it 
for  an  heritage : 

10  That  all  tlie  children  of  Israel 
might  see  that  it  is  good  to  follow 
the  Lord. 

11  And  concerning  the  judges, 
every  one  by  name,  whose  heart 
went  not  a  whoring,  nor  departed 
from  the  Lord,  let  their  memory 
be  blessed. 

12  Let  their  bones  flourish  out  of 
their  place,  and  let  the  name  of 
them  that  were  honouied  be  con- 
tinued upon  their  children. 

13  Samuel,  the  jirophet  of  the 
Lord,  beloved  of  his  Lord,  esta- 
blished a  kingdom,  and  anointed 
princes  over  his  people. 
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14  By  the  law  of  the  Lord  he 
judged  the  cong'egatioii,  and  the 
Lord  had  respect  unto  Jacob. 

15  By  his  faiihfulnees  he  was 
found  a  true  prcipLet,  and  by  liis 
word  he  was  known  to  be  feithlul 
in  vision. 

16  He  called  upon  the  mighty 
Lord,  when  his  enemies  pressed 
upon  him  on  every  side,  when  he 
offered  the  sucking  lamb. 

17  And  the  Lord  thundered  from 
heaven,  and  with  a  gieat  noise 
made  his  voice  to  he  heard. 

18  And  he  de-troyed  the  nilers 
of  the  Tyrian«,  and  all  the  princes 
of  the  Philistines. 

19  And  before  his  long  sleep  he 
made  piote>tations  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord  and  his  anointed,  I  have 
not  taken  any  man's  goods,  so  much 
as  a  shoe :  and  no  man  did  accuse 
him. 

20  And  after  his  death  he  prophe- 
sied, and  shewed  tlie  king  his  end, 
and  lifted  up  his  voice  from  the 
earth  in  prnphecy,  to  blot  out  the 
wickedness  of  tlie  people. 

CHAPTER  XLVIL 

1  3^«  praife  of  Nathan,  2  of  David,  12  of  So- 
lomon hit  glory,  and  infimtitiet.  23  0/  hit 
end  and  putUehmeul. 

AND  after  him  rase  Tip  Nathan  to 
j\.  prophesy  in  the  time  of  David. 

2  As  is  the  fat  taken  away  from  the 
peace  offering,  so  was  David  chosen 
out  of  the  children  of  Israel. 

3  He  played  with  lions  as  with 
kids,  and  with  bears  as  with  lambs. 

4  Slew  lie  not  a  giant,  when  he 
was  yet  but  young?  and  did  he  not 
take  away  reproach  from  the  peo- 
ple, when  he  lifted  up  his  hand 
with  tlie  .stone  in  the  sling,  and 
beat  do^vn  the  boasting  of  Guliath  1 

5  For  he  called  upon  the  most  high 
Lord  ;  and  lie  gave  him  strength  in 
hia  right  hand  to  slay  that  mighty 


warrior,  and  set  up  the  horn  of  his 
people. 

6  ii^o  the  people  honoured  him  with 
ten  thousands,  and  praised  him  in 
the  blessings  of  the  Lord,  in  that 
he  gave  him  a  crown  of  glory. 

7  For  he  destroyed  the  enemies  on 
every  side,  and  Irought  to  nought 
the  Philistines  his  adversaries,  and 
brake  their  horn  in  sunder  unto 
this  day. 

8  In  all  his  works  he  praised  the 
Holy  One  most  high  with  words  of 
glory ;  with  his  whole  heart  he  sung 
songs,  and  loved  him  that  made  him. 

9  He  set  singers  also  before  the  al- 
tar, that  by  their  voices  they  might 
make  sweet  melody,  and  daily  sng 
praises  in  their  songs. 

10  He  beautified  their  feasts,  and 
set  in  order  the  solemn  tim&s  until 
the  end,  that  they  might  praise  his 
holy  name,  and  that  the  temple 
might  sound  from  morning. 

11  The  Lortl  took  away  his  sing, 
and  exalted  his  horn  for  ever :  he 
gave  him  a  covenant  of  kings,  and 
a  throne  of  glory  in  Israel. 

12  After  him  rose  up  a  wise  son, 
and  for  his  sake  he  dwelt  at  large. 

13  Solomon  reigned  in  a  peace- 
able time,  and  was  honoured ;  for 
God  made  all  quiet  round  about 
him,  that  he  might  build  an  houte 
in  his  name,  and  prepare  his  sanc- 
tuary for  ever. 

14  How  wise  wast  thou  in  thy 
youth,  and,  as  a  flood,  tilled  with 
understanding ! 

15  Thy  soul  covered  the  whole 
earth,  and  thou  filledst  it  with  dark 
parables. 

16  Thy  name  went  far  unto  the 
islands ;  and  for  thy  peace  thou 
wast  beloved. 

17  The  countries  marvelled  at  thee 
for  thy  songs,  and  proverbs,  and 
parables,  and  interpretations. 
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18  By  the  name  of  Ihe  Lord  God, 
which  is  called  the  Lord  God  of  Is- 
rael, thou  didst  gather  gold  as  tin, 
and  didst  multijily  silver  as  lead. 

19  Thou  didst  how  thy  loins  unto 
women,  and  by  thy  body  thou  wast 
brought  into  subjection. 

20  Thou  didst  stain  thy  honour, 
and  pollute  thy  seed :  so  that  thou 
broxightest  wrath  upon  thy  children, 
and  wast  grieved  for  thy  folly. 

21  So  the  kingdom  was  divided, 
and  out  of  Ephraim  ruled  a  rebel- 
lious kingdom. 

22  But  the  Lord  will  never  leave 
off  his  mercy,  neither  shall  any  of 
his  works  perish,  neither  will  he 
abolish  the  posterity  of  his  elect, 
and  the  seed  of  him  that  loveth  him 
he  will  not  take  away :  wherefore 
he  gave  a  remnant  unto  Jacob,  and 
out  of  him  a  root  unto  David. 

23  Thus  rested  Solomon  with  bis 
fatheis,  and  of  his  seed  he  left  be- 
hind him  Koboam,  even  the  foolish- 
ness of  the  people,  and  one  that 
had  no  understanding,  who  turned 
away  the  people  through  his  coun- 
sel. There  was  also  Jeroboam  the 
son  of  Nebat,  who  caused  Israel  to 
sin,  and  shewed  Ephi'dim  the  way 
of  sin : 

24  And  their  sins  were  multiplied 
exceedingly,  that  they  were  driven 
out  of  the  land. 

25  For  they  sought  out  all  wicked- 
ness, till  the  vengeance  came  upon 
them. 

CHAPTER  XLVIII. 

1  Z%«  praite  of  Elins,  12  of  Eliietu,  17  and 

qf  Ezekias. 

THEN  stood  up  Eliasthe  prophet 
as  tire,  and  his  word  burned 
like  a  lamp. 

2  He  brought  a  sore  famine  upon 
them,  and  by  his  zeal  he  diminished 
their  numler. 
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up  the  heaven,  and  also  thiee  times 
brought  down  fire. 

4  0  Elias,  how  wa.st  thou  honour- 
ed in  thy  wondrous  deeds !  and  who 
may  glory  like  unto  thee ! 

5  Who  didst  raise  up  a  dead  man 
from  death,  and  his  soul  fiom  the 
place  of  the  dead,  by  the  word  of 
the  most  High : 

6  Who  broughtest  kings  to  de- 
struction, and  honourable  men  from 
their  bed : 

7  Who  heardest  the  rebuke  of  tho 
Lord  in  Sinai,  and  in  Horeb  the 
judgment  of  vengeance : 

8  Who  anointed^t  kings  to  take 
revenge,  and  prophets  to  succeed 
after  him : 

9  Who  wast  taken  up  in  a  whirl- 
wind of  fire,  and  in  a  chariot  uf 
fiery  horses : 

10  Who  wast  ordained  for  reproofs 
in  their  times,  to  pacify  the  wrath 
of  tlie  Lord's  judgment,  before  it 
brake  fortli  into  fury,  and  to  turn 
the  heart  of  the  father  unto  the 
son,  and  to  restore  the  tribes  of 
Jacob. 

11  Blessed  are  they  that  saw 
thee,  and  slept  in  love ;  for  we 
shall  surely  live. 

12  Elias  it  was,  who  was  covered 
with  a  whirlwind  :  and  Eliseus  was 
filled  with  his  spirit :  whilst  he 
lived,  he  was  not  moved  with  the 
presence  of  any  piince,  neither  could 
any  bring  him  into  subjection. 

13  No  word  ajuld  overtime  him  ; 
and  after  his  death  his  body  pro- 
phesied. 

14  He  did  wonders  in  his  life, 
and  at  his  death  were  his  works 
marvellous. 

15  P^or  all  this  the  people  repent- 
ed not,  neither  departed  they  from 
tlieir  sins,  till  they  were  spoiled  and 
cairied  out  of  tlieir  land,  and  were 


3  By  the  word  of  the  Lord  he  shut   scattered  tlirough  all  the  earth:  yet 
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there  remained  a  small  people,  and    apotliecary :    it  is 


a  ruler  in  the  house  of  David 

16  Of  whom  scime  did  that  which 
was  p' easing  to  God,  and  some  mul- 
tiplied sins. 

17  Ez-rkias  fortified  his  city,  and 
brought  in  water  into  the  mid>-t 
thereof :  he  diggtd  the  hard  rock 
with  iron,  and  made  wells  for  wa- 
ters, 

18  In  his  time  Sennacherib  came 
up,  and  sent  Babsaces,  and  lifted  up 
bis  hand  against  Sion,  and  boasted 
proudly. 

19  Then  trembled  their  hearts  and 
hands,  and  they  were  in  p.iin,  as 
women  in  travail. 

20  But  they  called  upon  the  Lord 
which  is  merciful,  and  stretched  out 
their  hands  toward  him  :  and  imme- 
diately the  Holy  One  heard  them 
out  of  heaven,  and  delivered  them 
by  the  ministry  of  Ej?ay. 

21  He  smote  the  host  of  the  Assy- 
rians, and  his  angel  destroyed  them. 

22  For  Ezckias  had  done  the  tiling 
that  plea-ed  the  Lonl,  and  was 
strong  in  the  ways  of  David  his 
father,  as  Esay  the  prophet,  who 
was  great  and  faithful  in  \m  viidou, 
had  commanded  him. 

23  In  his  time  the  sun  went  back- 
ward, and  he  lengthened  the  king's 
life. 

24  He  saw  by  an  excellent  spirit 
what  should  come  to  pa*  at  tlie 
last,  and  he  comforted  them  that 
mourned  in  Sion. 

25  He  shewed  what  should  come 
to  pass  for  ever,  and  secret  things 
or  ever  tliey  came. 

CHAPTEPw  XLIX. 

1  2Tie  praife  ofJosifi$.  4  of  Darid  and  EzeHa», 
•;  of  Jerrmy.  *  rf  EzekiA,  11  ZorobuM.  12  J<- 
««»  the  ton  ofjotedec,  13  of  HeemiaM,  Enoch, 
Sum.  Beth,  ami  Adam. 

THE  remembrance  of  Jodas  is 
like  the  composition  of  the  pt-r- 
fume  that  is  made  by  the  art  of  the 
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sweet  as  honey 
in  all  mouths,  and  as  musick  at  a 
banquet  of  wine. 

2  He  beliaved  himself  uprightly 
in  the  conversion  of  the  people, 
and  took  away  the  abominationa  of 
iniquity. 

3  He  directed  his  heart  unto  the 
Lord,  and  in  the  time  of  tlie  un- 
godly he  established  the  worship 
of  God. 

4  All,  except  David  and  Ezekias 
and  Josias,  were  defective  :  for  they 
forsook  the  law  of  the  most  High, 
even  the  kings  of  Juda  failed. 

o  Therefore  he  gave  their  power 
unto  others,  and  their  glory  to  a 
stransce  nation. 

6  They  burnt  the  chosen  city  of 
the  sanctuary,  and  made  tbe  streets 
desolate,  according  to  the  prophecy 
of  Jereniias. 

7  For  they  entreated  him  evil,  who 
nevertheless  was  a  propliet,  sancti- 
fied in  his  mother's  womb,  that  he 
might  root  out,  and  aflBict,  and  de- 
stroj- ;  and  that  he  might  build  up 
also,  and  plant. 

8  It  was  Ezekiel  who  saw  the  glo- 
rious vision,  which  was  shewed  liim 
upon  the  chariot  of  the  cherubim.*. 

9  For  he  made  mention  of  the  ene- 
mies under  the  jujure  of  the  rain, 
and  directed  them  that  went  right. 

10  And  of  the  twelve  prophets  let 
the  memorial  be  blessed,  and  let 
their  bones  flourish  ag<iin  out  of 
their  place :  for  they  comforted  Ja- 
coli,  and  delivered  them  by  assured 
hope. 

11  How  shall  we  magnify  Zoro- 
babel  ?  even  he  was  as  a  signet  on 
the  right  hand : 

12  Ho  was  Jesus  the  son  of  Joee- 
dec :  who  in  their  time  builded  the 
house,  and  set  up  an  holy  temple 
to  the  Lord,  which  was  prepared  for 
everlasting  glory. 
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13  Aid  among  the  elect  was  Nee- 
ini;i8,  whose  renown  is  gri  at,  who 
mi  ed  up  for  n  tlie  whIIs  that  were 
fallen,  and  set  np  the  gates  and  the 
bars,  and  r.iiseil  up  our  juins  again. 

14  But  upon  the  earth  was  no 
man  created  like  Enoch;  for  he  was 
taken  from  the  eaith. 

15  Ni  ither  was  there  a  man  bom 
like  un'o  Joseph,  a  governor  of  his 
brethren,  a  stay  of  the  people,  whose 
bone-i  were  retarded  of  the  Lord. 

16  Sem  and  Seth  were  in  greit 
honour  among  men,  and  so  was  A- 
dam  above  every  living  thing  in  the 
creation. 

CHAPTER  L. 

I  Of  Simon  the  fon  of  Qnias.  22  How  the  peo^e 
were  tniighl  to  praise  God,  and  pray.  27  Tlie 
eonclnition. 

SIMON  Ihe  high  priest,  the  son 
of  Onias,  who  in  his  life  re- 
paiied  the  house  again,  and  in  his 
days  fortified  the  temple : 

2  And  by  him  was  built  from  the 
foundation  tlie  double  height,  the 
high  fortress  of  the  wall  about  the 
temple :  - 

3  In  his  days  the  cistern  to  receive 
water,  being  in  compass  as  the  sea, 
•was  coven  d  with  plates  of  brass  : 

4  He  took  care  of  the  temple  that 
it  should  not  fall,  and  fortified  the 
city  against  besieging : 

5  How  was  he  honoured  in  the 
midst  of  the  people  in  his  coming 
out  of  the  sanctuary ! 

6  He  was  as  the  morning  star  in 
the  midst  of  a  cloud,  and  as  the 
moon  at  the  full : 

7  As  the  sun  shining  upon  the 
temple  of  the  mast  High,  and  as 
the  lainbow  giving  light  iu  the 
bright  clouds : 

8  And  as  the  flower  of  roses  in 
the  spiing  of  the  year,  as  lilies  by 
the  rivers  of  waters,  and  as  the 
branches  of  the  fiankincens©  tree 
in  the  time  of  summer : 


9  As  fire  and  incense  in  the  censer, 
ami  as  a  vew^el  of  lea' en  gold  set 
with  all  manner  of  pr*  cious  stones : 

10  And  as  a  fair  olive  tree  budding 
forth  fruit,  and  as  a  cypress  tree 
which  groweth  up  to  the  clouds. 

11  ^^  hen  he  put  on  the  robe  of 
honour,  and  was  clothed  with  the 
perfection  of  glory,  when  he  went 
up  to  the  holy  altar,  he  made  the 
garment  of  holiness  honourable. 

12  When  he  took  the  portions  avit 
of  the  priests'  liands,  he  himself 
stood  by  the  hearth  of  the  altar, 
compassed  with  liis  brethien  round 
about,  as  a  young  cedar  in  Liba- 
nus;  and  as  palm  trees  compassed 
they  him  round  about. 

13  So  were  all  the  sons  of  Aaron 
in  their  glory,  and  the  oblations  of 
the  Lord  in  their  hands,  before  all 
the  congi  ejiation  of  Israel. 

14  And  finishing  the  service  at 
the  altar,  that  he  might  adoni  the 
offering  of  the  most  high  Almighty, 

15  He  stretched  out  his  hand  to 
the  cup,  and  poured  of  tiie  blood  of 
the  grape,  he  poured  out  at  the  foot 
of  the  altar  a  sweetsmelling  savour 
unto  the  most  high  King  of  all. 

16  Then  shouted  the  sons  of  Aaron, 
and  sounded  the  silver  trumpets, 
and  made  a  great  noise  to  be  heard, 
for  a  remembrance  before  the  most 
High. 

17  Then  all  the  people  together 
hasted,  and  fell  down  to  the  earth 
upon  their  faces  to  woiship  their 
Lord  God  Almighty,  the  most  High. 

18  The  singers  also  sang  praLses 
with  their  voices,  with  great  variety 
of  sounds  was  there  made  sweet 
melody. 

19  And  the  people  besought  the 
Lord,  the  most  High,  by  prayer  be- 
fore him  that  is  n)erciful,  till  the 
solemnity  of  the  Lord  was  ended, 
and  they  had  finished  his  service. 
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20  Then  he  went  d'  wn,  and  lifted 
up  his  hands  over  the  •whole  con- 
gregation of  the  children  of  Israel, 
to  give  the  blessing  of  the  Lt'rd 
with  his  lips,  and  to  rejoice  in  his 


name. 

21  And  they  bowed  tiiemselves 
down  to  worsliip  the  second  time, 
that  they  might  receive  a  blessing 
from  the  most  High. 

22  Now  therefore  bless  ye  the  God 
of  all,  which  only  doeth  wondrous 
things  every  where,  which  esalteth 
our  days  from  the  womb,  and  deal- 
eth  with  us  according  to  his  mercy. 

23  He  grant  us  joyfulness  of  heart, 
and  that  peace  may  be  in  our  daj-s 
in  Israel  for  ever : 

24  That  he  would  confirm  his 
;  ercy  with  us,  and  deliver  us  at 
his  time! 

25  There  be  two  manner  of  .na- 
tions which  my  heart  abhorreth, 
and  the  third  is  no  nation  : 

26  They  that  sit  up(on  the  moun- 
tain of  Sainaria,  and  they  that  dwell 
among  the  Philistines,  and  that  fool- 
ish people  that  dwell  in  Sichem. 

27  Jesus  the  eon  of  Sirach  of  Je- 
rusalem hath  written  in  this  book 
the  instruc-tion  of  understanding 
and  knowledge,  who  out  of  his  heart 
p<-urcd  forth  wisdom. 

28  Biased  is  he  that  shall  be  exer- 
cised in  these  things ;  and  he  that 
layeth  tliem  up  in  his  heart  shall 
become  wi*e. 

29  For  if  he  do  them,  he  shall  be 
strong  to  all  things :  for  the  light  of 
the  Lord  leadeth  him,  who  giveth 
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2  For  thou  art  my  defender  and 
helper,  and  bast  preserved  my  body 
from  destruction,  and  from  the  snare 
of  the  slanderons  tongue,  and  frt«n 
the  lips  that  foi^e  lies,  and  hast 
been  mine  helper  against  mine  ad- 
versaries : 

3  And  hast  delivered  me,  accord- 
ing to  the  multitude  of  thy  mer- 
cies and  greatness  of  thy  name,  from 
the  teeth  of  them  that  were  ready 
to  devour  me,  and  out  of  the  hands 
of  such  as  sought  after  my  life, 
and  fit>m  the  manifold  afflictions 
which  I  had ; 

4  From  the  choking  of  fire  on 
every  side,  and  from  the  mid^t  of 
the  fire  which  I  kindled  not ; 

5  From  the  depth  of  the  belly  of 
hell,  frt>m  an  unclean  tongue,  and 
from  lying  words. 

'6  By  an  accusation  to  Ihe  king 
from  an  unrighteous  tongue  my  soul 
drew  near  even  unto  death,  my  life 
was  near  to  the  hell  beneath. 

7  They  compassed  me  on  every 
side,  and  there  was  no  man  to  help 
me :  I  looked  for  the  succotir  of 
men,  but  there  was  none. 

8  Then  thought  I  upon  thy  mercy, 
0  Lord,  and  upon  thy  acts  of  old, 
how  thou  deliverest  such  as  wait  f<  r 
thee,  and  savest  them  -oat  of  the 
hands  of  the  enemies. 

9  Then  lifted  I  up  my  supplication 
from  the  earth,  and  prayod  for  de- 
liverance from  death, 

10  I  called  upon  the  Lord,  the  Fa- 
ther of  my  Lord,  that  he  would  not 
leave  me  in  the  days  of  my  trouble. 


wLsdwn  to  the  godly.    Blessed  l»e  !  and  in  the  time  of  the  proud,  when 


the  Lord  for  ever.    Amen,  Amen. 

CHAPTFJl  LL 
A  Prayer  of  Jesus  the  son  of  Siiach. 

I  WILL  thank  thee,  0  Lord  and 
King,  and  praise  thee,  0  God 
my  Saviour :  I  do  give  praise  unto 
thv  name: 


there  was  no  help. 

11  I  will  prai<e  thy  name  conti- 
nually, and  will  sing  pnuse  with 
thanksgiN-ing ;  and  so  my  prayer 
was  heard  : 

12  For  thou  savedst  me  from  de- 
struction, and  deliveredst  me  from 

M 
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the  evil  time :  therefore  will  I  give 
thanks,  and  praise  thee,  and  bless 
thy  name,  0  Lord. 

13  When  I  was  yet  young,  or  ever 
I  went  abroad,  I  desired  wisdom 
openly  in  my  prayer. 

14  I  prayed  for  her  before  the 
temple,  and  will  seek  her  out  even 
to  the  end. 

15  Even  from  the  flower  till  the 
grape  was  ripe  hath  my  heart  de- 
lighted in  her :  my  foot  went  the 
right  way,  from  my  youth  up  sought 
I  after  her. 

16  I  bowed  down  mine  ear  a  lit- 
tle, and  received  her,  and  gat  much 
learning. 

17  I  profited  therein,  therefore  will 
I  ascribe  the  glory  imto  him  that 
giveth  me  wisdom. 

18  For  I  purposed  to  do  after  her, 
and  earnestly  I  followed  that  which  is 
good ;  so  shall  I  not  be  confounded. 

19  My  soul  hath  wrestled  with 
her,  and  in  my  doings  I  was  exact: 
I  stretched  forth  my  hands  to  the 
heaven  above,  and  bewailed  my 
ignorances  of  her. 

20  I  directed  my  soul  unto  her, 
and  I  found  her  in  pureness :  I  have 
had  my  heart  joined  with  her  from 


the  beginning,  therefore  shall  I  not 
be  forsaken. 

21  My  heart  was  troubled  in  seek- 
ing her :  tlierefore  have  I  gotten  a 
good  possassion. 

22  The  Lord  hath  given  me  a 
tongue  for  my  reward,  and  I  will 
praise  liim  therewith. 

23  Draw  near  unto  me,  ye  \m- 
leamed,  and  dwell  in  the  house  of 
learning. 

24  Wherefore  are  ye  slow,  and 
what  say  ye  of  these  things,  seeing 
your  souls  are  very  thirsty  ? 

25  I  opened  my  mouth,  and  said, 
Buy  her  for  yourselves  without 
money. 

26  Put  yoTir  neck  under  the  yoke, 
and  let  your  soul  receive  instruc- 
tion :  she  is  hard  at  hand  to  tind. 

27  Behold  with  your  eyes,  how  that 
I  have  had  but  little  labour,  and 
have  gotten  imto  me  much  rest. 

28  Get  learning  with  a  great  sum 
of  money,  and  get  much  gold  by  her. 

29  Let  your  soul  rejoice  in  his 
mercy,  and  be  not  ashamed  of  his 
praise. 

30  Work  your  work  betimes,  and 
in  his  time  he  will  give  you  your 
rewaid. 
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CHAPTER  L 

1  Sarueh  wrote  a  hooi  in  Babylon.  6  The  Jews 
there  wept  at  the  reading  of  it.  7  They  send 
money  and  the  bock  to  the  brethren  at  Jeru- 
salem. 

A  ND  these  are  the  words  of  the 
XjL  book,  which  Baruch  the  son  of 
Nerias,  the  son  of  Maasias,  the  son 
of  Sedecias,  the  son  of  Asadias,  the 
son  of  Chelcias,  wrote  in  Babylon, 

2  In  the  fifth  year,  and  in  the  se- 
venth day  of  the  month,  what  time 
as  the  Chaldeans  took  Jerusalem, 
and  burnt  it  with  fire. 


3  And  Baruch  did  read  the  words 
of  this  book  in  the  hearing  of  Je- 
chonias  the  son  of  Joachim  king  of 
Juda,  and  in  the  ears  of  all  the  peo- 
ple tliat  came  to  hear  the  book, 

4  And  in  the  hearing  of  the  nobles, 
and  of  the  king's  sons,  and  in  the 
hearing  of  the  elders,  and  of  all  the 
people,  from  the  lowest  unto  the 
higliest,  even  of  all  them  that  dwelt 
at  Babylon  by  the  river  Sud. 

6  Whereupon  they  wept,  fasted, 
and  prayed  before  the  Lord. 
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6  Tliey  made  also  a  collection  of  •  14 
money   according   to   every  man's 
power : 

7  And  they  sent  it  to  Jerusalem 
unto  Joachim  the  high  priest,  the 
son  of  Clielcia<»,  son  of  Salom,  and 
to  the  priests,  and  to  all  the  peo-  ;  our 
pie  •whii  h  were  fcHind  with  him  at 
Jerusalem, 

8  At  the  same  time  when  he  re- 
ceived the  vessels  of  the  house  of 
the  Lord,  that  were  carried  out  of 
the  temple,  to  return  them  into  the 
land  of  Juda,  the  tenth  day  of  the 
month  Sivan,  namely,  silver  v&ssels, 
which  Stdeciaa  tlie  son  of  Josias 
king  of  Juda  had  made, 

9  After  that  Nahuchodonosor  king 
of  Babylon  had  carried  away  Je- 
chonias,  and  the  princes,  and  tlie 
captives,  and  the  mighty  men,  and 
the  people  of  the  land,  from  Jeru- 
ealem,  and  brought  them  unto  Ba- 
bylon. 

10  And  they  said,  Behold,^  we 
have  sent  you  money  to  buy  you 
burnt  offerings,  and  sin  offerings, 
and  incense,  and  prepare  ye  manna, 
and  offer  upon  the  altar  of  the  Lord 
our  God ; 

11  And  pray  for  the  life  of  Na- 
buchodonosor  king  of  Babylon,  and 
for  the  life  of  Balthasar  his  eon, 
tliat  their  days  may  be  upon  earth 
as  the  days  of  heaven : 

12  And  the  Lord  will  give  us 
strength,  and  lighten  our  eyes,  and 
we  shall  live  under  the  si  adow  of 
Kabuchrxionoeor  king  of  Babylon, 
and  under  the  shadow  of  Balthasar 
his  son,  and  we  shall  serve  them 
many  days,  and  find  liavour  in  their 
sight. 

13  Pray  for  us  also  unto  the  Lord 
OUT  God,  for  we  have  sinned  against 
the  Lord  our  God ;  and  unto  this 
day  the  fury  of  the  Lc^rd  and  his 
■WTdth  is  not  turned  from  us. 
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And  ye  shall  read  this  look 
which  we  have  sent  unto  you,  to 
make  confession  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  upcn  tha  iiBasts  and  solemn 
days. 

15  And  ye  shall  say.  To  the  Lord 
God    belongeth    righteousness, 

but  imto  us  the  confusion  of  iaces, 
as  it  is  c»me  to  pats  this  day,  unto 
them  of  Juda,  and  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Jerusalem, 

16  And  to  our  kings,  and  to  onr 
princes,  and  to  our  priests,  and  to 
our  prophets,  and  to  our  fathers : 

17  For  we  have  sinned  b^ore  the 
Lord, 

18  And  disobeyed  him,  and  have 
not  hearkened  unto  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  our  God,  to  walk  in  the  com- 
mandments that  he  gave  us  openly : 

19  Since  the  day  that  the  Lord 
brought  our  forefathers  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  unto  this  present 
day,  we  have  been  disobedient  un- 
to the  Lord  our  God,  and  we  have 
been  negligent  in  not  hearing  his 
voice. 

20  Wherefore  the  evils  cleaved  un- 
to tts,  and  the  curse,  which  the  Lord 
appointed  by  Moses  his  servant  at 
the  time  that  he  brought  our  fa- 
thers out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  to 
give  us  a  land  that  floweth  with 
milk  and  honey^  like  aa  it  is  to  see 
this  day. 

21  Nevertheless  we  have  not  heark- 
ened unto  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
our  God,  according  unto  all  the 
words  of  the  prophets,  whom  he 
sent  unto  us : 

22  But  every  man  followed  the 
imagination  of  his  own  wicked  heart, 
to  serve  strange  gods,  and  to  do  evil 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  our  God, 

CHAPTER  n. 

The  praytr  and  confession  vhicb  the  Jeta  at 
BaStjlon  made,  and  lent  in  Aat  book  mmto 
the  bnikrtM  in  Jemtalem. 
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THEEEFOEE  the  Lord  hath    Israel,  that  hast  brought  tliy  peo- 
made  good  his  word,  which  lie    pie  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  witli 


pronounced  against  us,  and  against 
our  judges  tliat  judged  Israel,  and 
against  our  kings,  and  against  our 
princes,  and  against  the  men  of  Is- 
rael and  Juda, 

2  To  bring  upon  us  great  plagues, 
such  as  never  happened  under  the 
whole  heaven,  as  it  came  to  pass  in 
Jerusalem,  according  to  the  things 
that  were  written  in  the  law  of 
Moses; 

3  That  a  man  should  eat  the  flesh 
of  his  own  son,  and  the  flesh  of  his 
own  daughter. 

4  Moref)ver  he  hath  delivered  them 
to  be  in  subjection  to  all  the  king- 
doms that  are  round  about  us,  to  be 
as  a  reproach  and  desolation  among 
all  the  peojile  round  about,  where 
the  Lord  hath  scattered  them. 

6  Thus  we  were  cast  do^vn,  and 
not  exalted,  because  we  have  sin- 
ned against  the  Lord  our  God,  and 
liave  not  been  obedient  unto  his 
voice. 

6  To  the  Lord  our  God  apper- 
taineth  righteousness  :  but  unto  us 
and  to  our  fathers  open  shame,  as 
appeareth  this  day. 

7  For  all  these  plagues  are  come 
upon  us,  which  the  Lord  hath  pro- 
nounced ag.iinst  us. 

8  Yet  liave  we  not  prayed  before 
the  Lord,  that  we  might  turn  every 
one  from  the  imaginations  of  his 
wicked  heart. 

9  Wherefore  the  Lord  watched 
over  us  for  evil,  and  the  Lord  hath 
brought  it  upon  us :  for  the  Lord 
is  righteous  in  all  his  works  which 
he  hath  commanded  us, 

10  Yet  we  have  not  hearkened 
unto  his  voice,  to  walk  in  the  com- 
mandments of  the  Lord,  that  he 
hath  set  before  us. 

.11   And   now,    0   Lord   God   of 


a  mighty  hand,  and  high  arm,  and 
with  signs,  and  witii  wonders,  and 
with  great  power,  and  hast  gotten 
thyself  a  name,  as  appeareth  this 
day: 

12  0  Lord  our  God,  we  have 
sinned,  we  have  done  ungodly,  we 
have  dealt  unrighteously  in  all 
thine  ordinances. 

13  Let  thy  wiath  turn  from  us : 
for  we  are  but  a  few  left  among 
the  heathen,  where  thou  hast  t^^cat- 
tered  us. 

14  Hear  our  prayers,  0  Lord, 
and  our  petitions,  and  deliver  us 
for  thine  o^^■n  sake,  and  give  us 
favour  in  the  sight  of  them  which 
have  led  us  away  : 

15  That  all  the  earth  may  know 
that  thou  art  tlie  Lord  our  God, 
because  Israel  and  his  posterity  is 
called  by  thy  name. 

16  O  Lord,  look  down  from  thine 
holy  house,  and  consider  us :  bow 
downi  thine  ear,  0  Lord,  to  hear  us. 

17  Open  thine  eyes,-  and  behold  ; 
for  the  dead  that  are  in  the  graves, 
whose  souls  are  taken  from  their 
bodies,  will  give  unto  the  Lord 
neither  praise  nor  righteousness : 

18  But  the  soul  that  is  greatly 
vexed,  which  gocth  stooping  and 
feeble,  and  the  eyes  that  fail,  and 
the  himgry  soul,  will  give  thee 
praise  and  righteousness,  0  Lord. 

19  Therefore  we  do  not  make  our 
humble  supplication  before  thee,  O 
Lord  oiu"  God,  for  the  righteousness 
of  our  iiathers,  and  of  our  kings. 

20  For  thou  hast  sent  out  thy 
wrcith  and  indignation  upon  us,  as 
thou  hast  spoken  by  thy  servants 
the  prophets,  saying, 

21  I'lius  saith  the  Lord,  Bow 
down  your  slioulders  to  seiTe  the 
king  of  Babylon :  so  shall  ye  re- 
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main  in  the  land  that  I  gave  unto 
your  fathers. 

22  But  if  ye  vnll  not  Lear  the 
voice  of  the  Lord,  to  serve  the 
king  of  Babylon, 

23  I  vdW  cause  to  ce^se  out  of 
the  cities  of  Jurla,  and  from  with- 
out Jerusalem,  the  voice  of  mirth, 
and  the  voice  of  joy,  the  voice  of 
the  bridegroom,  and  the  voice  of 
the  bride :  and  the  whole  land 
shall  be  desolate  of  iiihabitants. 

24  But  we  would  not  heai  ken  un- 
to thy  voice,  to  serve  the  king  of 
Babylon :  therefore  ha-st  tliou  made 
good  the  words  that  tliou  sf  akest 
by  thy  servants  the  prriphets,  name- 
ly, that  the  bones  of  our  kings,  and 
the  bones  of  our  fiithers,  should  be 
taken  out  of  their  places. 

25  And,  lo,  they  are  cast  out  to 
the  heat  of  the  day,  and  to  the 
fixKt  of  the  night,  and  they  died 
in  great  miseries  by  famine,  by 
sword,  and  by  pestilence. 

26  And  the  house  which  is  called 
by  thy  name  liast  thou  laid  wa-ste, 
as  it  is  to  he  seen  this  daj',  for  the 
wickedness  of  the  house  of  Israel 
and  the  house  of  Jnda. 

27  0  Lord  our  God,  thou  hast 
dealt  with  us  after  all  thy  good- 
ness, and  according  to  all  that  great 
mercy  of  thine, 

28  As  tliou  spakest  by  thy  servant 
Moses  in  the  day  when  thou  didst 
command  him  to  write  thy  law  be- 
fore the  children  of  Israel,  saying, 

29  If  ye  will  not  hear  my  voice, 
surely  this  verj-  great  multitude 
shall  be  turned  into  a  small  num- 
her  among  the  nations,  where  I  will 
scatter  them. 

30  For  I  knew  that  they  would 
not  hear  me,  because  it  is  a  stiff- 
necked  people :  but  in  tlie  land  of 
their  captivities  they  shall  remem- 
ber themselves, 


31  And  shall  know  that  T  am  the 
Lord  their  God  :  for  I  will  give 
them  an  heart,  and  ears  to  hear : 

32  And  they  si  i  all  praise  me  in 
the  land  of  their  captivity,  and 
think  upon  my  name, 

33  And  return  from  their  stiff 
neck,  and  from  their  wicked  deeds: 
for  they  shall  remember  the  way 
of  their  fethers,  which  sinned  be- 
fore the  Lord. 

34  And  I  will  bring  them  acain 
into  the  land  which  I  promised 
with  an  oath  unto  their  fathers, 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jac-ob,  and 
they  shall  b^  lords  of  it :  and  I 
will  increase  them,  and  they  shall 
not  be  diminished, 

35  And  I  will  make  an  everlast- 
ing covenant  with  them  to  be  their 
God,  and  they  shall  be  my  people : 
and  I  will  no  more  drive  my  peo- 
ple of  Lsrael  out  of  the  land  that 
I  have  given  them. 

CHAPTER  in. 

3  3%«  ml  of  their  praptr  and  con/emon  cm- 
taimed  m  that  hook,  tchidi  Barmdt  writ,  attd 
lemt  lo  Jertuakm.  80  Wimlom  tea*  Atweijirtt 
to  Jaub,  and  was  aeni  upom  Iht  earA. 

OLOED  Almighty,  God  of  Is- 
rael, the  soul  in  anguish,  the 
troubled  spirit,  crieth  unto  thee. 

2  Hear,  0  Lord,  and  have  mercy ; 
for  thou  art  merciful :  and  have 
pity  upon  u«,  because  we  have  sin- 
ned before  thee. 

3  For  thou  endurest  for  ever,  and 
we  perish  utterly. 

4  0  Lord  Almighty,  thou  God  of 
Israel,  hear  now  the  prayers  of  the 
dead  Israelites,  and  of  iheir  chil- 
dren, which  have  sinned  before  thee, 
and  not  hearkened  unto  the  voice 
of  thee  their  God :  for  the  which 
cause  these  plagues  cleave  unto  us. 

5  Eemember  not  the  iniquities 
of  our  forefathers :  but  think  upon 
thy  power  and  thy  name  now  at 
this  time. 
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6  For  thou  art  the  Lord  our  God, 
and  thee,  0  Lord,  will  we  praise. 

7  And  for  this  cause  thou  hast 
put  thy  fear  in  our  hearts,  to  the 
intent  that  we  should  call  upon 
thy  name,  and  praise  thee  in  our 
captivity:  for  we  have  «alkd  to 
mind  all  the  iniquity  of  our  fore- 
fathers, that  sinned  before  thee. 

8  Behold,  we  are  yet  this  day  in 
our  captivity,  where  thou  hast  scat- 
tered us,  for  a  reproach  and  a  curse, 
and  to  be  subject  to  payments,  ac- 
cording to  all  the  iniquities  of  our 
&theis,  which  departed  iiova.  the 
Lord  our  God. 

9  Hear,  Israel,  the  commandments 
of  life  :  give  ear  to  undei-stand  wis- 
dom. 

10  How  happeneth  it,  Israel,  that 
thou  art  in  thine  enemies'  land, 
that  thou  art  waxeti  old  in  a 
strange  country,  that  thou  art  de- 
filed with  the  dead, 

11  Tliat  thou  art  counted  with 
them  tl)at  go  down  into  the  grave? 

12  Thou  hast  forsaken  the  foun- 
tain of  wisdom. 

13  For  if  thou  hadst  walked  in 
the  way  of  God,  thou  ehouldest 
have  dwelled  in  peace  for  ever. 

14  Leani  where  is  wisdom,  where 
is  strength,  where  is  understanding; 
that  thou  mayest  know  also  where 
is  length  of  days,  Mid  life,  where  is 
the  light  of  the  eyes,  and  peace. 

15  VVho  hath  found  out  her  place? 
or  who  hath  come  into  ter  tiiea- 
sures? 

16  Where  are  the  princes  of  the 
heathen  become,  and  such  aa  ruled 
the  beasts  upon  the  earth ; 

17  They  that  had  their  pastime 
with  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  they 
that  lioarded  up  silver  and  gold, 
wherein  men  trast,  and  made  no 
end  of  their  getting  ? 

18  For  they  that  wrought  in  sil- 


ver, and  were  so  careful,  and  whose 
works  are  unsearchable, 

IS  They  are  Vfmished  and  gone 
down  to  the  giave,  and  others  are 
come  up  in  their  steads. 

20  Young  men  have  seen  light, 
and  dwelt  upon  the  earth :  but  the 
way  of  knowledge  have  they  not 
knoAvn, 

21  Nor  understood  the  paths  there- 
of, nor  laid  hold  of  it :  their  chil- 
dren were  far  oflF  from  that  way. 

22  It  hath  not  been  heard  of  in 
Ohanaan,  neither  hath  it  been  seen 
in  Thenian. 

23  The  Agarenes  that  seek  wis- 
dom upon  earth,  the  merchants  of 
Meran  and  of  Theman,  the  authors 
of  fables,  and  seaichers  out  of  un- 
ders-tanding ;  none  of  these  have 
known  the  way  of  wisdom,  or  re- 
member her  paths. 

24  0  Israel,  how  great  is  the 
house  of  <jrod !  and  how  large  is 
the  place  of  his  possession! 

25  Great,  and  hath  none  end ; 
high,  and  unmeasunible. 

26  There  were  the  giants  famous 
fiom  the  beginning,  that  were  of  so 
great  stature,  and  so  expert  in  war. 

27  Those  did  not  the  Lord  choose, 
neither  gave  he  the  way  of  know- 
ledge unto  them: 

28  But  they  were  destroyed,  be- 
cause they  had  no  wisdom,  and  pe- 
rished through  their  own  foolish- 
ness. 

29  Who  hath  gone  up  into  hea- 
ven, and  taken  her,  and  brought 
her  down  from  tlie  clouds? 

30  Who  hath  gone  over  the  sea, 
and  found  her,  and  will  bring  her 
for  pure  gold? 

31  No  man  knoweth  her  way,  nor 
thinketh  of  her  path. 

32  But  he  that  knoweth  all  things 
knoweth  her,  and  hath  found  Jier 
out  M'ith  his  understanding :  he  that 
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prepared  the  earth  for  evei  more  hath 
filled  it  with  fourfoottd  beasts : 

33  He  that  sendeth  forth  light, 
and  it  goeth,  calleth  it  again,  and 
it  obeyeth  him  with  fear. 

34  The  stars  shined  in  their 
watches,  and  rejoiotd :  when  he 
calleth  them,  they  say.  Here  we 
be ;  and  so  with  cheerfulness  they 
shewed  light  unto  him  that  made 
them. 

35  This  is  our  God,  and  there 
shall  none  other  be  accounted  of 
in  comparison  of  him. 

36  He  hath  found  out  all  the 
way  of  knowledge,  and  hath  given 
it  unto  Jacob  his  servant,  and  to 
Israel  his  beloved. 

37  Afterward  did  he  shew  him- 
self upon  earth,  and  convt-ised  with 
men. 

CHAPTEE  IV. 

1  The  book  of  commnndmeni*  i$  that  witdom 
tchich  ims  com  it  ended  in  the  former  chap'er. 
25  The  Jexrt  are  mored  to  patience,  and  to 
hope  for  the  delirerance. 

THIS  is  the  book  of  the  com- 
mandments of  God,  and  the 
law  that  endureth  for  ever:  all 
they  that  keep  it  shall  come  to  life; 
but  such  as  leave  it  shall  die. 

2  Turn  thee,  0  Jacob,  and  take 
hold  of  it :  walk  in  the  presence  of 
the  light  thereof,  that  thou  njayefet 
be  illuminated. 

3  Give  not  thine  honour  to  an- 
other, nor  tlie  tilings  that  are  pro- 
fitable unto  thee  to  a  strange  na- 
tion. 

4  0  Israel,  happy  are  we:  for 
things  that  are  pleasing  to  God 
are  made  known  imto  us. 

5  Be  of  good  cheer,  my  people, 
the  memorial  of  Israel. 

6  Ye  were  sold  to  the  natioiLS, 
not  for  [your3  destruction :  I  ut  be- 
cause ye  mcved  Gtd  to  wr.ith,  ye 
were  delivered  unto  the  enemies. 

7  For  ye  provoked  him  that  made 


yon  by  sacrificing  unto  deviLj,  and 
not  to  God. 

8  Ye  have  forgotten  the  everlast- 
ing God,  that  broiigltt  you  up;  and 
ye  have  grieved  Jerusalem,  that 
nursed  you. 

9  For  when  she  saw  the  wrath  of 
God  coming  upon  you,  she  said. 
Hearken,  O  ye  that  dwell  about 
Sion :  God  hath  brought  upon  me 
great  mourning; 

10  For  I  saw  the  captivity  of 
my  sons  and  daughters,  which  the 
Everlasting  brought  upon  them. 

11  With  joy  did  I  nourish  them ; 
but  sent  them  away  vrith  weeping 
and  mourning. 

12  Let  no  man  rqoice  over  me,  a 
widow,  and  forsaken  of  many,  who 
for  the  sins  of  my  children  am 
left  desolate ;  because  they  departed 
from  the  law  of  God. 

13  They  knew  not  his  statutes, 
nor  walked  in  the  ways  of  his  com- 
mandment", nor  trcd  in  the  paths 
of  discipline  in  his  righteousness. 

14  Let  them  that  dwell  aVout 
Sicm  come,  and  remember  ye  the 
captirity  of  my  sons  and  daugh- 
ters, which  ttie  Everlasting  hatli 
brought  upon  them. 

15  For  he  hath  brought  a  nation 
upon  them  from  far,  a  shameless 
nation,  and  of  a  strange  language, 
who  neitlier  reverenced  old  man, 
nor  pitied  child. 

16  These  have  carried  away  the 
dear  beloved  children  of  tl.e  widow, 
and  left  her  that  was  alone  deso- 
late without  daughters. 

17  But  what  can  I  help  you  1 

18  For  he  that  brouglit  these 
pbgues  upon  you  will  deliver  you 
from  the  liands  of  your  enemies. 

19  Go  your  way,  0  my  children, 
go  vour  way:  for  I  am  left  deso- 
late'. 

20  I  have  put  off  the  clothing  of 
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peace,  and  put  upon  me  the  sack- 
cloth of  my  prayer  :  I  -will  cry  un- 
to the  Everlasting  in  my  days. 

21  Be  of  good  cheer,  0  my  chil- 
dren, cry  uuto  the  Lord,  and  he 
shall  deliver  you  from  the  power 
and  hand  of  the  enemies. 

22  For  my  hope  is  in  the  Ever- 
lasting, that  he  will  save  you;  and 
joy  is  come  unto  me  from  the  Holy 
One,  because  of  the  mercy  -which 
shall  soon  come  unto  you  from  the 
Everlasting  our  Saviour. 

23  For  I  sent  you  out  with  mourn- 
ing and  weeping .  but  God  will  give 
you  to  me  again  with  joy  and  glad- 
ness for  ever. 

24  Like  as  now  the  neighbours 
of  Sion  have  seen  yoiir  captivity : 
so  shall  they  see  shortly  your  sal- 
vation from  our  God,  which  shall 
come  upon  you  "with  great  glory, 
and  brightness  of  the  Everlasting. 

25  My  children,  suffer  patiently 
the  wrath  that  is  come  upon  you 
from  God :  for  thine  enemy  hath 
persecuted  thee;  but  shortly  thou 
shalt  see  his  destruction)  and  shalt 
tread  upon  his  neck. 

26  My  delicate  ones  have  gone 
rough  ways,  and  were  taken  away 
as  a  flock  caught  of  the  enemies. 

27  Be  of  good  comfort,  0  my  chil- 
dren, and  cry  unto  God :  for  ye  shall 
be  remembered  of  him  that  brought 
these  things  upon  you. 

28  For  as  it  was  your  mind  to  go 
astray  from  God  :  so,  being  return- 
ed, seek  him  ten  times  more. 

29  For  he  that  hatb  brought  these 
plagues  upon  you  shall  bring  you 
everlasting  joy  again  with  your  sal- 
vation. 

30  Take  a  good  heart,  0  Jeni- 
salem :  for  he  that  gave  thee  that 
name  will  comfort  thee. 

31  Miserable  are  they  that  afflict- 
ed thee,  and  rejoiced  at  tby  fall. 


32  Miserable  are  the  cities  wliich 
thy  children  served :  miserable  is 
she  that  received  thy  sons. 

33  For  as  she  rejoiced  at  thy 
ruin,  and  was  glad  of  thy  fall :  so 
shall  she  be  grieved  for  her  own 
desolation. 

34  For  I  will  take  away  the  re- 
joicing of  her  great  multitude,  and 
her  pride  shall  be  turned  into 
moiu-ning. 

35  For  fire  shall  come  upon  her 
from  the  Everlasting,  long  to  en- 
dure ;  and  she  shall  be  inhabited 
of  devils  for  a  great  time. 

36  0  Jerusalem,  look  about  tliee 
toward  the  east,  and  behold  the  joy 
that  Cometh  unto  thee  from  God. 

37  Lo,  thy  sons  come,  whom  thoii 
sentest  away,  they  come  gathered 
together  from  the  east  to  the  west 
by  the  word  of  the  Holy  One,  re- 
joicing in  tlie  glory  of  God. 

GHAPTER  V. 

1  Jemtatem  it  moved  lo  rejoice,  5  and  to  behold 
their  return  out  of  captivity  with  glory. 

PUT  off,  0  Jerusalem,  the  gar- 
ment of  thy  mourning  and  af- 
fliction, and  put  on  the  comeliness 
of  tlie  glory  that  cometh  from  God 
for  ever. 

2  Cast  about  thee  a  double  gar- 
ment of  the  righteousness  which 
cometh  from  God ;  and  set  a  dia- 
dem on  thine  head  of  the  glory  of 
the  Everlasting. 

3  For  God  will  shew  thy  bright- 
ness unto  every  country  under 
heaven. 

4  For  thy  name  shall  be  called  of 
God  for  ever  Tiie  peace  of  right- 
eousness, and  The  glory  of  God's 
worship. 

6  Arise,  0  Jerusalem,  and  stand 
on  high,  and  look  about  toward 
the  east,  and  behold  thy  children 
gathered  from  the  west  unto  the 
east  by  the  word  of  the  Holy  One, 
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in   the  remembrance   of 


rejoicuig 
God. 

6  For  they  departed  from  thee 
on  foot,  and  were  led  away  of  their 
enemies :  but  God  bringeth  them 
unto  thee  exalted  with  glory,  as 
cliildren  of  the  kingdom. 

7  For  God  hath  appointed  that 
every  high  hill,  and  banks  of  long 
continuance,  should  be  cast  down, 
and  valleys  filled  up,  to  make  even 
the  ground,  that  Israel  may  go 
safely  in  the  glory  of  God. 

8  Moreover  even  the  woods  and 
every  sweetsmelling  tree  shall  over- 
shadow Israel  by  the  commandment 
of  God. 

9  For  God  shall  lead  Israel  with 
joy  in  the  light  of  Lis  glory  with 
the  mercy  and  righteoa-iness  tliat 
Cometh  from  him. 

THE  EPISTLE  OF  JEEEM¥. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

1  TJie  caufe  of  the  eaplivily  i>  their  sin.  3  The 
place  whereto  they  icere  carried  is  Babylon: 
the  vanity  of  whose  idols  and  idolatry  are  set 
forth  at  large  in  this  chapter. 

A  copy  of  an  epistle,  which  Jeremy  sent 
unto  them  which  were  to  be  led  cap- 
tives into  Babylon  by  the  king  of  the 
Babylonians,  to  certify  them^  as  it  wa» 
commanded  him  of  Godi 

BECAUSE  of  tlie  sins  which  ye 
have  committed  before  God, 
ye  shall  be  led  away  captives  into 
Babylon  by  Nabuehodonosor  king 
of  the  Babylonians. 

3  So  when  ye  be  come  unto  Ba- 
bylon, ye  shall  remain  there  many 
years,  and  for  a  long  season,  name- 
ly, seven  generations :  and  after 
tiiat  I  will  bring  you  away  peace- 
ably from  tlience. 

4  Now  shall  ye  see  in  Babylon 
gods  of  silver,  and  of  gold,  and  of 
wood,  borne  upon  shoulders,  which 
cause  the  nations  to  fear. 

5  Beware  therefore  that  ye  in  no 
wise  be  like  to  strangei-s,  neither 
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be  ye  afraid  of  them,  when  ye  see 
the  multitude  before  them  and  be- 
hind them,  worshipping  them. 

6  But  say  ye  in  your  hearts,  0 
Lord,  we  must  worship  thee. 

7  For  mine  angel  is  with  you,  and 
I  myself  caring  for  your  souls. 

8  As  for  their  tongue,  it  is  po- 
lished by  the  workman,  and  they 
themselves  are  gilded  and  laid  over 
with  silver ;  yet  are  they  but  false, 
and  cannot  speak. 

9  And  taking  gold,  as  it  were 
for  a  virgin  that  loveth  to  go  gay, 
they  make  crowns  for  the  heads  of 
their  gods. 

10  Sometimes  also  the  priest<)  con- 
vey from  their  gods  gold  and  silver, 
and  bestow  it  upon  themselves. 

11  Yea,  they  will  give  thereof  to 
the  common  barlots,  and  deck  them 
as  men  with  garments,  [beingi  gods 
of  silver,  and  gods  of  gold,  and 
wood. 

12  Yet  cannot  these  gods  save 
themselves  from  iiLst  and  moths, 
thougli  they  be  covered  with  piu-- 
ple  raiment. 

13  They  wipe  their  faces  because 
of  the  dust  of  the  temple,  when 
there  is  much  upon  them. 

14  And  he  that  cannot  put  to 
death  one  that  offendeth  him  hold- 
eth  a  sceptre,  as  though  he  were 
a  judge  of  the  country. 

15  He  hath  also  in  his  right  hand 
a  dagger  and  an  ax:  but  cannot  de- 
liver himself  from  war  and  thieves. 

16  Whereby  they  are  known  not  to 
be  gods :  therefore  fear  them  not. 

17  For  like  as  a  vessel  that  a 
man  useth  is  nothing  worth  when 
it  is  broken ;  even  so  it  is  with 
their  gods :  when  they  be  set  up 
in  the  temple,  tlieir  eyes  be  full 
of  dust  through  the  feet  of  them 
that  come  in. 

18  And  as  the  doors  are  made 
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sure  on  every  side  upon  him  that 
offenrleth  the  king,  as  being  com- 
mitted to  suffer  death  :  even  so  the 
priests  make  fast  their  templft'J  with 
doors,  with  locks,  and  bars,  lest  their 
gods  he  spoiled  with  robbers. 

19  They  light  tliem  candles,  yea, 
more  than  for  themselves,  whereof 
they  cannot  see  one. 

20  They  are  as  one  of  the  beams 
of  the  temple,  yet  they  say  their 
hearts  are  gnawed  upon  by  things 
creeping  out  of  the  earth ;  and 
when  they  eat  them  and  theii' 
clotheN,  they  feel  it  not. 

21  Their  faces  are  blacked  through 
the  smoke  that  cometh  out  of  the 
temple. 

22  Upon  their  balies  and  heads 
sit  bats,  swallows,  and  birds,  and 
the  cats  also. 

23  By  this  ye  may  know  that 
they  are  no  gods :  therefore  fear 
them  not. 

24  Notwithstanding  the  gold  that 
is  about  them  to  make  them  beau- 
tiful, except  they  wipe  off  the  rust, 
they  will  not  shine :  for  neither 
when  they  wtre  molten  did  they 
feel  it. 

25  The  tlangs  wherein  there  is 
no  breath  are  bought  fOT  a  most 
high  price. 

26  They  are  borne  upon  shoul- 
ders, liaving  no  feet,  whereby  they 
declare  unto  men  that  they  be  no- 
thing worth. 

27  Tliey  also  that  serve  them  are 
ashamed:  for  if  they  fall  to  the 
ground  at  any  time,  they  cannot 
rise  up  again  of  themselves :  nei- 
ther, if  one  set  them  upright,  can 
they  move  of  themselves :  neither, 
if  tliey  be  bowed  down,  can  they 
make  themselves  straight :  but  they 
set  gifts  before  them,  as  unto  dead 
men. 

28  As  for   the  things   that  are 


sacrificed  unto  them,  their  piiests 
sell  and  abuse  ;  in  like  manner 
their  wives  lay  up  part  thereof  in 
salt ;  but  unto  the  poor  and  impo- 
tent they  give  nothing  of  it. 

29  Menstruous  women  and  women 
in  childbed  eat  their  sacrifices :  by 
these  things  ye  may  know  that  they 
are  no  gods :  fear  tiiem  not. 

30  For  how  can  they  be  called 
gods  ?  because  women  set  meat  be- 
fore the  gods  of  silver,  gold,  and 
wood. 

31  And  tlie  priests  sit  in  their 
temples,  having  their  clothes  rent, 
and  their  heads  and  beards  shaven, 
and  nothing  upon  their  heads. 

32  They  roar  and  cry  before  their 
gods,  as  men  do  at  the  feast  when 
one  is  dead. 

33  The  priests  also  take  c^  their 
garments,  and  clothe  their  wives 
and  children. 

34  ^Yhetber  it  be  evil  that  ono 
doeth  unto  them,  or  good,  they  are 
not  able  to  recompense  it :  they 
can  neither  set  up  a  king,  nor  put 
him  down. 

35  In  like  manner,  they  can  nei- 
ther give  riches  new  money :  though 
a  man  make  a  vow  unto  them,  and 
keep  it  not,  they  will  not  require  it. 

36  They  ■can  save  no  man  from 
death,  neither  deliver  the  weak 
from  tlie  mighty. 

37  They  cannot  restore  a  blind 
man  to  his  sight,  nor  help  any 
man  in  his  distress. 

38  They  can  shew  no  mercy  to 
the  widow,  nor  do  good  to  the  fa- 
therless. 

39  Their  gods  of  wood,  and  which 
are  overlaid  with  gold  and  silver, 
are  like  the  stones  that  be  hewn 
out  of  the  mountain :  they  that  wor- 
ship them  shall  be  confounded. 

40  How  should  a  man  then  think 
and  say  that  they  are  gods,  when 
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even  the  Chaldeans  themselves  dis- 
honour them? 

41  Who  if  they  shall  see  one  dumb 
that  cannot  speak,  they  bring  him, 
and  intrtat  Bel  that  he  may  speak, 
as  though  he  were  able  to  under- 
stand. 

42  Yet  they  cannot  understand 
this  themselves,  and  leave  them : 
for  they  have  no  knowledge. 

43  The  women  also  with  cords 
about  them,  sitting  in  the  ways, 
bum  bran  for  perfume :  but  if  any 
of  them,  drawn  by  some  that  pass- 
eth  by,  lie  with  him,  she  reproach- 
eth  her  fellow,  that  she  was  not 
thouglit  as  woiihy  as  herself,  nor 
her  cord  broken. 

44  Whatsoever  is  done  among 
them  is  fake :  how  may  it  then 
be  thought  or  said  that  they  are 
gods? 

45  They  are  made  of  carpenters 
and  goldsmiths:  they  can  be  no- 
thing else  than  the  workmen  will 
have  them  to  be. 

46  And  tliey  themselves  that  made 
them  can  never  continue  long ;  how 
should  then  the  things  that  are 
made  of  them  be  gods? 

47  For  they  left  lies  and  re- 
proaches to  them  that  come  after. 

48  For  when  there  cometh  any 
war  or  plague  upon  them,  the 
priests  consult  with  themselves, 
where  they  may  be  hidden  with 
them. 

49  How  then  cannot  men  per- 
ceive that  they  be  no  gods,  which 
can  neither  save  themselves  from 
war,  nor  from  plague? 

50  For  seeing  they  be  but  of 
wood,  and  overlaid  with  silver  and 
gold,  it  shall  be  known  hereafter 
that  they  are  false  : 

51  And  it  shall  manifestly  ap- 
pear to  all  nations  and  kings  tliat 
they  are  no  gals,  but  the  works 


of  men's  hands,  and  that  there  is 
no  work  of  God  in  them. 

52  Who  tlien  may  not  know  that 
they  are  no  gods  ? 

53  For  neither  can  they  set  up 
a  king  in  the  land,  nor  give  rain 
mito  men. 

54  Neither  can  they  judge  tlieir 
own  cause,  nor  redress  a  wrong,  be- 
ing unable  :  for  they  are  as  croAvs 
between  heavt  n  and  earth. 

65  Whereupon  when  fire  falleth 
upon  the  house  of  gods  of  wood,  or 
laid  over  with  gold  or  silver,  their 
priests  will  flee  away,  and  escape ; 
but  they  themselves  shall  be  burned 
asunder  like  beams. 

56  Moreover  they  cannot  with- 
stand any  king  or  enemies:  how 
oxn.  it  then  be  thought  or  said  that 
they  be  gods? 

67  Neither  are  those  gods  of  wood, 
and  laid  over  with  silver  or  gold, 
alile  to  escape  either  from  thieves 
or  rolibers. 

68  Whose  gold,  and  silver,  and 
garments  wherewith  they  are  cloth- 
ed, they  that  are  stroTig  do  take, 
and  go  away  withal :  neither  are 
they  able  to  help  themselves. 

69  Therefore  it  is  better  to  be 
a  king  that  sheweth  his  power,  or 
else  a  profitable  vessel  in  an  house, 
which  the  owner  shall  have  use  of, 
than  such  false  gods ;  or  to  be  a 
door  in  an  house,  to  keep  such 
thmgs  safe  as  be  thtrein,  than  such 
false  gods ;  or  a  pillar  of  wood  in 
a  palace,  than  such  false  gods. 

•60  For  siiTi,  moon,  and  stars,  1  eing 
bright,  and  sent  to  do  their  oflBces, 
are  f)hedient. 

61  In  like  manner  the  lightning 
when  it  bnaketh  forth  is  easy  to 
be  seen  ;  and  after  the  same  man- 
ner the  wind  bloweth  in  every 
country. 

62  And  when  God  commandeth 
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the  clouds  to  go  over  the  whole 
world,  they  do  as  they  are  bidden. 

63  And  the  fire  sent  from  above  to 
consume  bills  and  woods  doeth  as  it 
is  commanded :  but  these  are  like  im- 
to  them  neither  in  shew  nor  power. 

64  Wherefore  it  is  neither  to  be 
supposed  nor  said  that  they  are 
gods,  seeing  they  are  able  neither 
to  judge  causes,  nor  to  do  good  un- 
to men. 

65  Knowing  therefore  that  they 
are  no  gods,  fear  them  not. 

66  For  they  can  neither  curse  nor 
bless  kings : 

67  Neither  ean  tliey  shew  signs 
in  the  heavens  among  tiie  hoatheni, 
)ior  shine  as  the  sun,  nor  give  light 
as  the  moon, 

68  The  beasts  are  better  than 
they :  for  they  can  get  under  a 
covert,  and  help  themselves. 


69  It  is  then  by  no  means  mani- 
fest imto  us  that  they  are  gods : 
therefore  fear  them  not. 

70  For  as  a  scarecrow  in  a  garden 
of  cucumbers  keepeth  nothing :  m) 
are  their  gods  of  wood,  and  laid 
over  with  silver  and  gold. 

71  And  likewise  their  gods  of 
wood,  and  laid  over  with  silver 
and  gold,  are  like  to  a  white  Ihorn 
in  an  orchard,  that  every  bird  sit- 
teth  upon ;  as  also  to  a  dead  body, 
that  is  cast  into  the  dark. 

72  And  ye  shall  know  them  to 
be  no  gods  by  the  bright  purple 
that  rotteth  upon  them :  and  they 
themselves  afterward  shall  be  ciit- 
en,  and  shall  be  a  reproach  in  the 
country. 

73  Better  therefore  is  the  ju^t 
man  that  hath  none  idols :  for  he 
shall  be  fer  from  reproach. 


THE  SONG  O'F 

THE  THREE  HOLY  CHILDREN, 

^yhich  followeth  in  the  third  Chapter  of  DANIEL  after  this  place,— /e/Z 
dmion  hound  into  the  midd  of  the  barning  fiery  fur^iace. — Yerse  23.  Tliat 
which  followeth  is  not  in  the  Hebrew,  to  wit,  And  they  walJied — unto 
these  words,  Then  Nebuchadnezzar — versa  24. 


2  Azarias  hit  prayer  and  confession  in  the  flame, 
24  uiherewUh  the  Chaldeans  nhoiU  theoven  nvre 
co7Wti7ned,  but  the  three  diildren  within  it  were 
not  hurt.  28  The  song  of  the  three  children  in 
the  oven. 

AND  they  walked  in  the  midst 
.  of  the  fire,  praising  God,  and 
blessing  the  Lord. 

2  Then  Azarias  stood  up,  and 
prayed  on  this  manner;  and  open- 
ing his  mouth  in  the  midst  of  the 
fire  said, 

8  Blessed  art  thou,  O  Lord  God 
of  our  fathers:  thy  name  is  wor- 
thy to  be  praised  and  glorified  for 
evermore : 

4  For  thou  art  righteous  in  all  the 


things  that  thou  hast  done  to  us: 
yea,  true  are  all  thy  works,  tliy 
ways  are  right,  and  all  thy  judg- 
ments truth. 

5  In  all  the  things  that  thou  hast 
brought  upon  us,  and  upon  the  holy 
city  of  our  fathers,  even  Jerusalei)i, 
thou  hast  executed  true  judgment : 
for  according  to  trutli  and  judgment 
didst  thou  bring  all  these  things 
upon  us  because  of  our  sins. 

6  For  we  have  sinned  and  commit- 
ted iniquity,  departing  from  thee. 

7  In  all  things  have  we  tresT^assed, 
and  not  obeyed  thy  commandments, 
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nor  kept  them,  neither  done  as  tliou 
hast  commanded  us,  that  it  might 
go  well  with  us, 

8  Wherefore  all  that  thou  hast 
lirought  upon  us,  and  every  thing 
that  thou  hast  done  to  us,  thou 
hast  done  in  true  judgment. 

9  And  thou  did«t  dehver  us  into 
the  hands  of  lawless  enemies,  most 
liateftil  forsakers  of  God,  and  to  an 
unjust  king,  and  the  most  wicked 
in  all  the  world. 

10  And  now  we  cannot  open  our 
mouths,  we  are  hecome  a  shame 
and  reproach  to  thy  servants,  and 
to  them  that  worship  thee. 

11  Yet  deliver  us  not  up  wholly, 
for  thy  name's  sike,  neither  disan- 
nul thou  thy  covenant : 

12  And  cause  not  tliy  mercy  to  de- 
part from  us,  for  thy  beloved  Abra- 
ham's sake,  for  thy  servant  Isaac's 
sake,  and  for  thy  holy  Israel's  sake ; 

13  To  whom  thou  hast  spoken  an^l 
promised,  that  thou  wouldest  mul- 
tiply their  seed  as  the  stars  of 
heaven,  and  as  the  sand  that  lieth 
upon  the  seashore. 

14  For  we,  0  Lord,  are  become 
less  than  any  nation,  and  be  kept 
imder  this  day  in  aU  the  world  be- 
cause of  our  sins. 

15  Neither  is  there  at  this  time 
piince,  or  prophet,  or  leader,  or 
burnt  offering,  or  sacrifice,  or  obla- 
tion, or  incense,  or  place  to  sacrifice 
before  thee,  and  to  find  mercy. 

16  Nevertheless  in  a  contrite  heart 
■  I  an  hmnble  spirit  let  us  be  ac- 

^  pted. 

17  Like  as  in  the  burnt  offerings 
of  rams  and  bullocks,  and  like  as 
in  ten  thousands  of  fat  lambs :  so  let 
our  sacrifice  be  in  thy  sight  this 
day,  and  grant  that  we  may  wholly 
go  after  thee:  for  they  shall  not 
be  confounded  that  put  their  trust 
in  thee. 


;     18  And  now  we  follow  thee  witli 

;  all  our  heart,  we  fear  thee,  and 

I  seek  thy  face. 

19  Put  us  not  to  shame:  but  deal 
with  us  after  thy  lovingkindness, 

\  and  according  to  the  multitode  of 

j  thy  mercies. 

!    20  Deliver  us  also  according  to 

I  thy  marvellous  works,  and  give  glo- 

'  ry  to  thy  name,  0  Lord :  and  let 
all  them  that  do  thy  servants  hurt 

j  be  ashamed ; 

'    21  And  let  them  be  confounded 

'  in  all  their  power  and  might,  and 
let  their  strength  be  broken ; 
22  And  let  them  know  that  thou 

j  art  Lord,  the  only  God,  and  ^o- 

:  rions  over  the  whole  world. 

j  23  And  the  king's  servants,  that 
put  them  in,  ceased  not  to  make 

'  the  oven  hot  with  rosin,  pitch,  tow, 
and  small  wood ; 

{    24  So  that  the   flame  streamed 

[  forth  above  the  furnace  forty  and 

'  nine  cubits. 

■     25  And  it  passed  through,  and 

I  burned  those  Chaldeans  it  found 
about  the  furnace. 

j  26  But  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
came  down  into  the  oven  together 

.  with  Azarias  and  his  fellows,  and 

i  smote  the  flame  of  the  fire  out  of 

'  the  oven; 

I  27  And  made  the  midst  of  the  fur- 
nace as  it  had  been  a  moist  whist- 
ling wind,  so  that  the  fire  touched 

i  them  not  at  all,  neither  hurt  nor 

'  troubled  them. 

28  Then  the  three,  as  out  of  one 
mouth,  praised,  glorified,  and  bless- 
ed, God  in  the  furnace,  savins, 

29  Blessed  art  thou,  0  Lord  God 
of  our  fathers:  and  to  be  praised 
and  exalted  al  ove  all  for  ever. 

30  And  blessed  is  thy  glorious  and 
holy  name:  and  to  be  praised  and 
exalted  above  all  for  ever. 

31  Blessed  art  thou  in  the  temple 
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of  thine  holy  glory:  and  to  be 
praised  and  glorified  above  all  for 
ever. 

32  Blessed  art  thou  that  behold- 
est  the  depths,  and  sittest  upon  the 
cherubims:  and  to  be  praised  and 
exaltt  d  above  all  for  ever. 

33  Blessed  art  thou  on  the  glo- 
rious throne  of  thy  kinp;dom:  and 
to  be  praised  and  glorified  above 
all  for  ever. 

34  Blessed  art  thou  in  the  firma- 
ment of  heaven:  and  above  all  to 
be  praised  and  glorified  for  ever. 

35  0  all  ye  works  of  the  Lord, 
bless  ye  the  Lord:  praise  and  ex- 
alt him  above  all  for  ever. 

36  0  ye  heavens,  bless  ye  the 
Lord:  praise  and  exalt  him  above 
all  for  ever. 

37  O  ye  angels  of  the  Lord,  bless 
ye  the  Lord :  praise  and  exalt  him 
above  all  for  ever. 

38  O  all  ye  waters  that  be  above  the 
heaven,  bless  ye  the  Lord :  praise 
and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

39  0  all  ye  pow«^  of  the  Lord, 
bless  ye  the  Lord :  praise  and  exalt 
him  above  all  for  ever. 

40  0  ye  sun  and  moon,  bless  ye 
the  Lord :  praise  and  exalt  him 
above  all  for  ever. 

41  0  ye  stars  of  heaven,  bless 
ye  the  Lord:  praise  and  exalt  him 
above  all  for  ever. 

42  O  every  shower  and  dew,  bless 
ye  the  Lord :  praise  and  exalt  him 
above  all  for  ever. 

43  0  all  ye  winds,  bless  ye  the 
Loid:  praise  and  exalt  him  above 
all  for  ever. 

44  0  ye  fire  and  heat,  bless  ye  the 
Lord :  praise  and  exalt  him  above 
all  for  ever. 

45  0  ye  winter  and  summer,  bless 
ye  the  Lord :  praise  and  exalt  him 
above  all  for  ever. 

46  0  ye  dews  and  storms  of  snow, 


bless  ye  the  Lord :  praise  and  exalt 
him  alH)ve  all  for  ever. 

47  0  ye  nights  and  days,  bless 
ye  the  Lord :  praise  and  exalt  him 
above  all  for  ever. 

48  0  ye  light  and  darkness,  bless 
ye  the  Lord :  praise  and  exalt  him 
above  all  for  ever. 

49  0  ye  ice  and  cold,  bless  ye  the 
Lord :  praise  and  exalt  him  above 
all  for  ever. 

60  0  ye  fi  ost  and  snow,  bless  ye 
the  Lord:  praise  and  exalt  him 
above  all  for  ever. 

51  0  ye  ligliinings  and  clouds, 
bless  ye  the  Lord :  praise  and  exalt 
him  above  all  for  ever. 

52  0  let  the  earth  bless  the  Lord: 
praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for 
ever. 

53  0  ye  mountains  and  little  hills, 
bless  ye  the  Lord :  praise  and  exalt 
him  above  all  for  ever. 

54  0  all  ye  things  that  grow  on 
the  earth,  bl'ess  ye  the  Lord :  praise 
and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

56  O  ye  founfciins,  bless  ye  the 
Lord :  praise  and  exalt  him  above 
all  for  ever. 

66  0  ye  seas  and  rivers,  bless  ye 
the  Lord :  praise  and  exalt  him 
above  all  for  ever. 

57  O  ye  whales,  and  all  <hat  move 
in  the  waters,  bless  ye  the  Lord : 
praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for 
ever. 

68  0  all  ye  fowls  of  the  air,  bless 
ye  the  Lord :  praise  and  exalt  him 
above  all  for  ever. 

69  0  all  ye  beasts  and  cattle,  bless 
ye  the  Lord :  praise  and  exalt  him 
above  all  for  ever. 

60  0  ye  children  of  men,  bless 
ye  the  Lord :  praise  and  exalt  him 
above  all  for  ever. 

61  0  Israel,  bless  ye  the  Lord: 
praise  and  exalt  him  above  all  for 
ever. 
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62  0  ye  priests  of  the  Ix)rd,  bless 
ye  the  Lord :  praise  and  exalt  him 
above  all  for  ever. 

63  0  ye  servants  of  the  Lord, 
bless  ye  the  Lord :  praise  and  exalt 
him  above  all  for  ever. 

64  0  ye  spirits  and  souls  of  the 
righteous,  bless  ye  the  Lord :  praise 
and  exalt  liim  above  all  for  ever. 

65  0  ye  holy  and  humble  men 
of  heart,  bless  ye  the  Lord  :  praise 
and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 

66  0  Ananias,  Azarias,  and  Mi- 
sael,  bless  ye  the  Lord :  prai»e  and 
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exalt  liim  above  all  for  ever:  for  he 
hath  delivered  us  from  hell,  and 
saved  us  from  the  hand  of  death, 
and  deliveied  us  out  of  the  midst 
of  the  furnace  and  burning  flame: 
even  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire 
hath  he  delivered  us. 

67  0  give  tliauks  xmto  the  Lord, 
because  he  is  gracious:  for  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

68  0  all  ye  that  worsliip  the  Lord, 
bless  the  God  of  gods,  praise  him, 
and  give  him  thai^ :  for  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever. 


THE 


HISTOEY   OF   SUSANISTA, 

Set  apart  from  the  beginning  of  Daniel,  because  it  is  not  in  the  Hebrew, 
as  neither  the  NaiTation  of  Bd  and  ihe  Dragon. 


16  TvDO  jndgtt  hide  tkernxdve*  in  fhe  garden  of 

Sntanna  to  hare  their  pteastire  of  her :  2s  irhich 
trhen  they  could  not  obtain,  they  aecuse  tyni 
ciuse  her  to  be  condemned  for  aduUery:  46 
bitt  Daniel  examineth  Ihe  matter  again,  and 
findelh  the  tico Judges /alie. 

THEEE  dwelt  a  man  in  Baby- 
lon, called  Joacim : 

2  And  he  took  a  wife,  -whose  name 
was  Susanna,  the  daughter  of  C'hel- 
cias,  a  very  &ir  woman,  and  one 
that  feared  the  Lord. 

3  Her  parents  also  were  righteous, 
and  taught  tlieir  daughter  according 
to  the  law  of  Moses. 

4  Now  Joacim  was  a  great  rich 
man,  and  had  a  fair  gard>  n  joining 
unto  his  liouse :  and  to  liim  resort- 
ed the  Jews  ;  because  lie  was  more 
honourable  than  all  others. 

5  The  same  year  were  appointed 
two  of  the  ancients  of  tlie  people  to 
be  judges,  such  as  tlie  Lord  spake 
of,  that  wickedness  came  from  Baby- 
lon from  ancient  judges,  who  seem- 
ed to  govern  the  people. 


6  These  kept  much  at  Joacim's 
house :  and  all  that  had  any  suits 
in  law  came  unto  them. 

7  Now  when  the  people  departed 
away  at  noon,  Susanna  went  into 
her  husband's  garden  to  walk. 

8  And  the  two  elders  saw  her 
going  in  every  day,  and  walking ; 
so  that  their  lust  was  inflamed  to- 
ward her. 

9  And  they  perverted  their  own 
mind,  and  turned  away  their  eyes, 
that  they  might  not  look  unto 
heaven,  nor  remember  just  judg- 
ments. 

10  And  albeit  they  both  were 
wounded  with  her  love,  yet  durst 
not  one  shew  another  his  grief. 

11  For  they  were  ashamed  to  de- 
clare their  lust,  that  they  desired 
to  have  to  do  with  her. 

12  Yet  they  watched  diligently 
from  day  to  day  to  see  her. 

13  And  the  one  said  to  the  other, 
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Let  us  now  go  home  :  for  it  is  din- 
ner time. 

14  So  when  they  were  gone  out, 
they  parted  the  one  from  the  other, 
and  turning  back  again  tliey  came 
to  tlie  same  place ;  and  after  that 
they  had  asked  one  another  tlie 
cause,  they  acknowledged  their  hist: 
then  ajipointed  they  a  time  both 
together,  when  they  might  find 
her  alone. 

15  And  it  fell  out,  as  they  watch- 
ed a  fit  time,  she  went  in  as  before 
with  two  maids  only,  and  she  Avas 
desirous  to  wash  herself  in  the  gai- 
den  :  for  it  was  hot. 

16  And  there  was  no  body  there 
save  the  two  elders,  that  had  hid 
themselves,  and  watched  her. 

17  Then  she  said  to  her  maids, 
Bring  me  oil  and  washing  balls, 
and  shut  the  garden  doors,  that  I 
may  wash  me. 

18  And  they  did  as  she  bade 
them,  and  shut  the  garden  doors, 
and  went  out  themselves  at  privy 
doors  to  fetch  the  things  that  she 
had  commanded  them :  but  they 
saw  not  the  elders,  because  they 
were  hid. 

19  Now  when  the  maids  were  gone 
forth,  the  two  elders  rose  up,  and 
ran  unto  her,  saying, 

20  Behold,  the  garden  doors  are 
shut,  that  no  man  can  see  us, 
and  we  are  in  love  with  thee ; 
therefore  consent  unto  us,  and  lie 
with  us. 

21  If  thou  wilt  not,  we  will  be^r 
witness  against  thee,  that  a  yomig 
man  was  with  thee:  and  theretbre 
thou  didst  send  away  thy  maids 
from  thve. 

22  Then  Susanna  sighed,  and  said, 
I  am  straitened  on  every  side :  for 
if  I  do  this  thing,  it  is  death  imto 
me :  and  if  I  do  it  not,  I  cannot 
e&cape  your  hands.  j 


23  It  is  better  for  roe  to  fall  into 
your  hands,  and  not  do  it,  than  to 
sin  in  the  sight  of  the  Loid. 

24  With  that  Sus.mna  cried  with 
a  loud  voice :  and  the  two  cldera 
cried  out  against  her. 

25  Then  ran  the  one,  and  opened 
the  garden  door. 

26  So  when  the  servants  of  the 
house  heard  the  cry  in  the  garden, 
they  rushed  in  at  a  privy  door,  to 
see  what  was  done  unto  her. 

27  But  when  the  elders  had  de- 
clared their  matter,  the  servants 
wtre  greatly  ashamed :  for  theie 
was  never  such  a  report  made  of 
Susanna. 

28  And  it  came  to  pass  the  next 
day,  when  the  people  were  assem- 
bled to  her  husband  Joacim,  the 
two  eldeis  came  also  full  of  mis- 
chievous imagination  against  Su- 
sanna to  put  her  to  death  ; 

29  And  said  before  the  people. 
Send  for  Susanna,  the  daughter  of 
Chelcias,  Joacim's  wife.  And  so 
they  sent. 

30  So  she  came  with  her  father 
and  mother,  her  children,  and  all 
her  kindred. 

31  Now  Susanna  was  a  very  deli- 
cate woman,  and  beauteous  to  be- 
hold. 

32  And  these  wicked  men  com- 
manded to  uncover  her  face,  (for 
she  was  covered)  that  they  might 
be  filled  with  her  beauty. 

33  Therefore  her  friends  and  all 
that  Kiw  her  wept. 

34  Then  the  two  elders  stood  up 
in  the  midst  of  the  people,  and  laid 
their  hands  upon  her  head. 

35  And  she  weeping  looked  up  to- 
ward heaven :  for  her  heai-t  trusted 
in  the  Lord. 

36  And  the  elders  said,  As  we 
walked  in  the  garden  alone,  this 
woman  came  in  with  two  maids, 
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and  shut  the  garden  doors,  and  sent 
the  maids  away. 

37  Then  a  young  man,  who  there 
•was  hid,  came  unto  her,  and  lay 
•with  her, 

38  Then  we  that  stood  in  a  comer 
of  the  garden,  seeing  this  wicked- 
ness, ran  unto  them. 

39  And  when  we  saw  them  toge- 
tlier,  the  man  we  could  not  hold : 
for  he  was  stronger  than  we,  and 
opened  the  door,  and  leaped  out. 

40  But  having  taken  this  woman, 
•we  asked  who  the  young  man  was, 
but  she  would  not  tell  us:  these 
things  do  we  testify. 

41  Then  the  assembly  believed 
them,  as  those  that  were  the  elders 
and  judges  of  the  people :  so  they 
condemned  lier  to  death. 

42  Then  Susanna  cried  out  with  a 
loud  voice,  and  said,  0  everlasting 
God,  that  knowest  tlie  secrets,  and 
knowe-st  all  things  before  they  be : 

43  Thou  knowest  that  they  have 
borne  false  witness  ag;iinst  me,  and, 
behold,  I  must  die ;  whereas  I  never 
did  such  things  as  these  men  have 
maliciously  invented  against  me. 

44  And  the  Lord  heard  her  voice. 

45  Therefore  when  she  was  led  to 
be  put  to  death,  the  Lord  laised  up 
the  holy  sjnrit  of  a  young  youth, 
whose  name  was  Daniel : 

46  Who  cried  with  a  loud  voice, 
I  am  clear  from  the  blood  of  this 
woman. 

47  Tlien  all  the  people  turned 
them  toward  him,  and  Siiid,  Wiiat 
mean  these  words  that  thou  hast 
spoken  % 

48  So  he  standing  in  the  midst 
of  them  said.  Are  ye  such  fools,  ye 
sons  of  Israel,  that  without  exami- 
nation or  knowledge  of  the  truth 
ye  have  condemned  a  daughter  of 
Israel  % 

49  Return  again  to  the  place  of 
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judgment:  for  they  have  borne  false 
witness  against  her. 

50  Wherefore  all  the  people  turn- 
ed again  in  haste,  and  the  eldera 
said  unto  him.  Come,  sit  down  a- 
mong  us,  and  shew  it  us,  seeing 
God  hath  given  thee  the  honour 
of  an  elder. 

61  Then  said  Daniel  unto  them, 
Put  these  two  aside  one  far  from 
another,  and  I  will  examine  tliem. 

52  So  when  they  were  put  asim- 
der  one  from  another,  he  called 
one  of  them,  aud  said  unto  him,  O 
thou  that  art  waxen  old  in  wick- 
edness, now  thy  sins  which  thou 
hast  comnoitted  aforetime  are  come 
to  light: 

53  For  thou  hast  pronounced  false 
Judgment,  and  hast  condemned  the 
innocent,  and  hast  let  the  guilty 
go  free ;  albeit  the  Lord  saith.  The 
innocent  and  righteous  shalt  thou 
not  slay. 

54  Now  then,  if  thou  hast  seen  her, 
tell  me.  Under  what  tree  sawest  thou 
them  companying  together?  Who 
answered.  Under  a  niastick  tree. 

55  And  Daniel  said.  Very  well ; 
thou  hast  lied  against  thine  own 
head ;  for  even  now  the  angel  of 
God  hath  received  the  sentence  of 
God  to  cut  thee  in  two. 

56  So  he  put  him  aside,  and  com- 
manded to  bring  the  other,  and  said 
unto  him,  0  thou  seed  of  Chanaan, 
and  not  of  Juda,  beauty  hath  de- 
ceived thee,  and  lust  hath  perverted 
thine  heart, 

67  Thus  have  ye  dealt  with  the 
daughters  of  Israel,  and  they  for 
fear  companied  with  you:  but  the 
daughter  of  Juda  would  not  abide 
your  wickedness. 

58  Now  therefore  tell  me,  Under 
what  tree  didst  thou  take  them 
companying  together?  Who  an- 
swered. Under  an  holm  tree. 
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59  Then  said  Daniel  unto  him, 
"Well ;  thou  hast  also  lied  against 
thine  own  head :  for  the  angel  of 
God  waiteth  with  the  sword  to  cut 
thee  in  two,  tliat  lie  may  destroy 
you. 

60  With  that  all  the  assembly 
cried  out  with  a  loud  voice,  and 
praised  God,  who  saveth  them  that 
trust  in  him. 

61  And  they  arose  against  the 
two  elders,  for  Daniel  hjid  convict- 
ed them  of  false  witness  by  their 
owTi  mouth: 


62  And  according  to  the  law  of 
Moses  tliey  did  unto  them  in  such 
sort  as  they  maliciously  intended  to 
do  to  their  neighbour:  and  they  put 
them  to  death.  Thus  the  innocent 
blood  was  saved  the  same  day, 

63  Therefore  Chelcias  and  his  wife 
praised  God  for  their  daughter  Su- 
sanna, with  Joacim  her  husband, 
and  all  the  kindred,  because  there 
was  no  dishonesty  found  in  her. 

64  From  that  day  forth  was  Da-i 
niel  had  in  great  reputation  in  the 
sight  of  the  people. 
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CUT  OFF  FROM  THE  END  OF  DANIEL. 


19  The  frand  of  BeVs  priests  is  discovered  hy 
Daniel,  27  and  the  dragon  slain,  which  was 
icorshipped.  33  Daniel  is  preserved  in  the  limis' 
den.  42  Th&  king  doth  acknowledge  the  God 
of  Daniel,  and  caateth  hit  enemies  into  the 
tame  den. 

AND  king  Astyages  was  gathered 
J\.  to  his  fathers,  and  CyJiis  of 
Persia  received  his  kingdom. 

2  And  Daniel  conversed  with  the 
king,  and  was  houGured  above  all 
his  friends. 

3  Now  the  Babylonians  had  an 
idol,  called  Bel»  and  there  were 
spent  upon  him  every  day  twelve 
great  measures  of  fine  floui',  and 
forty  sheep,  and  six  vessels  of  wiaie. 

4  And  the  king  worshipped  it,  and 
■went  daily  to  adore  it :  but  Daniel 
worshipped  his  own  God.  And  the 
king  said  unto  him,  Why  dost  not 
thou  worship  Bel  ? 

5  Who  answered  and  said.  Because 
I  may  not  worship  idols  made  with 


hands,  but  the  living  God,  who 
hath  created  the  heaven  and  the 
earth,,  and  hath  sovereignty  over 
all  flesh. 

6  Then  said  the  king  unto  him, 
Tliinkest  thou  not  that  Bel  is  a  liv- 
ing God?  seest  thou  not  how  much 
he  eateth  and  drinketh  every  day? 

7  Then  Daniel  smiled,  and  said, 
O  king,  be  not  deceived:  for  this 
is  but  clay  within,  and  brass  witli- 
out,  and  did  never  eat  or  drink  any 
thing. 

8  So  the  king  was  wroth,  and  call- 
ed for  his  priests,  and  said  unto 
them.  If  ye  tell  me  not  who  this  is 
that  devoureth  these  expences,  ye 
shall  die. 

9  But  if  ye  can  certify  me  that 
Bel  devoureth  them,  then  Daniel 
shall  die :  for  he  hath  s-poken  bla.s- 
phemy  against  Bel,    And  Daniel 
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said  unto  the  king,  Let  it  be  ac- 
cording to  thy  word. 

10  Now  the  priests  of  Bel  were 
threescore  and  ten,  beside  their 
■wives  and  children.  And  the  king 
vent  with  Daniel  into  the  temple 
of  Bel. 

11  So  Bel's  priests  said,  Lo,  we  go 
out :  but  thou,  0  king,  set  on  the 
meat,  and  make  ready  the  wine, 
and  shut  the  door  fast,  and  seal  it 
with  thine  own  signet; 

12  And  to  morrow  when  thou  com- 
es-t  in,  if  thou  findest  not  tliat  Bel 
hath  eaten  up  all,  we  will  suffer 
death :  or  else  Daniel,  that  speak- 
eth  falsely  against  us. 

13  And  they  little  regarded  it: 
for  under  the  table  they  had  made 
a  privy  entrance,  whereby  they  en- 
tered in  continually,  and  consumed 
those  things. 

14  So  when  they  were  gone  forth, 
the  king  set  meats  before  Bel.  Now 
Daniel  had  commanded  his  servants 
to  bring  ashes,  and  those  they 
strewed  throughout  all  the  temple 
in  the  presence  of  the  king  alone : 
then  went  they  out,  and  shut  the 
door,  and  sealed  it  with  the  king's 
signet,  and  so  departed. 

15  Now  in  the  night  came  the 
priests  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, as  they  were  wont  to  do,  and 
did  eat  and  drink  up  all. 

16  In  the  morning  betime  the 
king  arose,  tmd  Daniel  with  him. 

17  And  the  king  said,  Daniel,  are 
the  seals  whole?  And  he  said.  Yea, 
0  king,  they  be  whole. 

18  And  as  soon  as  he  had  opened 
the  door,  the  king  looked  upon  the 
table,  and  cried  with  a  loud  voice. 
Great  art  thou,  0  Bel,  and  with 
thee  is  no  deceit  at  all. 

19  Then  laughed  Daniel,  and  held 
the  king  tliat  lie  should  not  go  in, 
and  said,  Behold  now  the  pavement, 


and  mark  well  whose  footsteps  are 
these. 

20  And  the  king  said,  I  see  the 
footsteps  of  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren. And  then  the  king  was  angry, 

21  And  took  the  priests  with  their 
wives  and  children,  who  shewed  him 
the  privy  doors,  where  they  came  in, 
and  consumed  such  things  as  were 
upon  the  table. 

22  Therefore  the  king  slew  them, 
and  delivered  Bel  into  Daniel's 
power,  who  destroyed  him  and  his 
temple. 

23  And  in  that  same  place  there 
was  a  great  dragon,  which  they  of 
Babylon  worshipped. 

24  And  the  king  said  unto  Daniel, 
Wilt  thou  also  say  that  this  is  of 
brass?  lo,  he  liveth,  he  eateth  and 
drinketh;  thou  canst  not  say  that 
he  is  no  living  god :  therefore  wor- 
sliip  him. 

25  Then  said  Daniel  unto  the 
king,  I  will  w^orship  the  Lord  my 
God :  for  he  is  the  living  God. 

26  But  give  me  leave,  0  king, 
and  I  shall  slay  this  dragon  without 
sword  or  staff.  The  king  said,  I 
give  thee  leave. 

27  Then  Daniel  took  pitch,  and 
fat,  and  hair,  and  did  seethe  them 
together,  and  made  lumps  thereof: 
this  he  put  in  the  dragon's  mouth, 
and  so  the  dragon  burst  in  sunder: 
and  Daniel  said,  Lo,  these  tire  the 
gods  ye  worship. 

28  When  they  of  Babylon  heard 
that,  they  took  great  indignation, 
and  conspired  against  the  king,  say- 
ing. The  king  is  become  a  Jew, 
and  he  hath  destroyed  Bel,  he 
liath  slain  the  dragon,  and  put 
the  priests  to  death. 

29  So  they  came  to  the  king,  and 
said.  Deliver  us  Daniel,  or  else  we 
will  destroy  thee  and  thine  liouse. 

30  Now  when  the  king  saw  that 

Ni 


ApoerypTuu 

they  pressed  him  sore,  being  con- 
strained, he  delivered  Daniel  unto 
them : 

31  Who  cast  him  into  the  lions' 
den  :  where  he  was  six  days. 

32  And  in  the  den  there  were  se- 
ven lions,  and  they  had  given  them 
every  day  two  carcases,  and  two 
sheep :  which  then  were  not  given 
to  them,  to  the  intent  they  might 
devour  Daniel. 

33  Now  there  was  in  Jewry  a 
prophet,  called  Habbacuc,  who  had 
made  pottage,  and  had  broken 
bread  in  a  bowl,  and  was  going  in- 
to the  field,  for  to  bring  it  to  the 
reapers. 

34  But  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
said  unto  Habbacuc,  Go,  carry  tlie 
dinner  that  thou  hast  into  Babylon 
unto  Daniel,  "who  is  in  the  lions* 
den. 

35  And  Habbacuc  said.  Lord,  I 
never  saw  Babylon ;  neither  do  I 
know  where  the  den  is. 

36  Then  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
took  him  by  the  crown,  and  bare 
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him  by  the  hair  of  his  head,  and 
through  the  vehemency  of  his  spirit 
set  him  in  Babylon  over  the  den. 

37  And  Habbacuc  cried,  saying, 
0  Daniel,  Daniel,  take  the  dmuer 
which  God  hath  sent  thee. 

38  And  Daniel  said,  Thou  hast 
remembered  me,  0  God :  neitlier 
hast  thou  forsaken  them  that  seek 
thee  and  love  thee. 

39  So  Daniel  arose,  and  did  eat : 
and  the  angel  of  the  Lord  set  Hab- 
bacuc in  his  own  place  again  im- 
mediately. 

40  Upon  the  seventh  day  the  king 
went  to  bewail  Daniel:  and  when 
he  came  to  the  den,  he  looked  in, 
and,  behold,  Daniel  was  sitting. 

41  Then  cried  the  king  with  a 
loud  voice,  saying,  Great  art  thou, 
0  Lord  God  of  Daniel,  and  there 
is  none  other  beside  thee. 

42  And  he  drew  him  out,  and  cast 
those  that  were  the  cause  of  his 
destruction  into  the  den :  and  they 
were  devoured  in  a  moment  before 
his  fece. 
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KING  OF  JUDAH, 

WHEN  HB  WAS  HOLDEX  CAPTiyi  IN  BABYhOS. 


OLORD,  Almighty  God  of  our 
fckthers,  Abraham,  Isaac,  and 
Jacob,  and  of  their  righteous  seed  ; 
•who  hast  made  heaven  and  earth, 
•with  all  the  ornament  thereof ;  •who 
hast  bound  the  sea  by  the  word  of 
thy  commandment;  who  hast  shut 
up  the  deep,  and  sealed  it  by  thy 
terrible  and  glorious  name;  whom 
all  men  fear,  and  tremble  before 
thy  power ;  for  the  majesty  of  thy 
glory  cannot  be  borne,  and  tliine 
angry  threatening  toward  sinners  is 
importable :  but  thy  merdfol  pro- 
mise is  unmeasTirable  and  unsearch- 
able: for  thou  art  the  most  high 
Lord,  of  great  compassion,  longsuf- 
fering,  very  merciful,  and  repentest 
of  the  evils  of  men.  Thou,  0  Lord, 
according  to  thy  great  goodness 
hast  promised  repentance  and  for- 
giveness to  them  that  have  sinned 
against  thee :  and  of  thine  infinite 
mercies  hast  appouited  repentance 
tmto  sinners,  that  they  may  be 
saved.  Thou  therefore,  0  Lord,  that 
art  the  God  of  the  just,  hast  not 
appointed  repentance  to  the  just,  as 
to  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob, 
■which  have  not  sinned  against  thee; 
but  thou  hast  appointed  repentance 
unto  me  that  am  a  sinner:  for  I 
have  sinned  above  the  ntunber  of 
the  sands  of  the  sea.  My  transgres- 


sions, 0  Lord,  are  multiplied :  my 
transgressions  are  multiplied,  and  I 
am  not  worthy  to  behold  and  see 
the  heiglit  of  heaven  for  the  mul- 
titude of  mine  iniquities.  I  am 
)x)wed  down  -with  many  iron  bands, 
that  I  cannot  lift  up  mine  head, 
neither  have  any  release:  for  I  have 
provoked  thy  wrath,  and  done  evil 
before  thee :  I  did  not  thy  will,  nei- 
ther kept  I  thy  commandments :  I 
have  set  up  abominations,  and  have 
multiplied  oflfences.  Now  therefore 
I  bow  the  knee  of  mine  heart,  be- 
seeching thee  of  grace.  I  have  sin- 
ned, 0  Lord,  I  have  sinned,  and 
I  acknowledge  mine  iniquities : 
wherefore,  I  humbly  beseech  thee, 
forgive  me,  O  Lord,  forgive  me, 
and  destroy  me  not  with  mine  ini- 
quities. Be  not  angry  with  me  for 
ever,  by  reserving  evil  for  me ;  nei- 
ther condemn  me  into  the  lower 
parts  of  the  earth.  For  thou  art  the 
God,  even  the  God  of  them  that 
repent ;  and  in  me  thou  wHt  shew 
all  thy  ^xxiness :  for  thou  wilt  save 
me,  that  am  unworthy,  according  to 
thy  great  mercy.  Therefore  I  will 
praise  thee  for  ever  all  the  days  of 
my  life :  for  all  the  powers  of  the 
heavens  do  praise  thee,  and  thine 
is  the  glory  for  ever  and  e-^-er. 
Amen. 
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CHAPTER  L 

It  AnUoehtit  gave  leave  to  set  up  thefathUms  of 
the  Oentiles  m  Jerusalem,  22  and  spoiled  it, 
and  the  temple  in  it,  57  niid  set  up  therein  the 
abomination  of  desolation,  b3  and  slew  thos» 
thai  did  circumcise  their  children. 

A  ND  it  happened,  after  that  A- 
XJL  lexander  son  of  Philip,  the 
Macedonian,  who  came  out  of  the 
land  of  Chettiim,  had  smitten  Da- 
rius king  of  the  Persians  and  Medes, 
that  he  reigned  in  his  stead,  tlie 
first  over  Greece, 

2  And  made  many  wars,  and  won 
many  strong  holds,  and  slew  the 
kings  of  the  earth, 

3  And  went  through  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth,  and  took  spoils  of  many 
nations,  insomuch  that  the  earth 
was  quiet  before  him  ;  whereupon 
he  was  exalted,  and  his  heart  was 
lifted  up. 

4  And  he  gathered  a  mighty  strong 
host,  and  ruled  over  countries,  and 
nations,  and  kings,  who  became 
tiibutaries  unto  him. 

5  And  after  these  things  he  fell 
sick,  and  perceived  that  he  should 
die. 

6  Wherefore  he  called  his  ser- 
vants, such  as  were  honourable,  and 
had  been  brought  up  with  him  from 
his  youth,  and  parted  his  kingdom 
among  them,  while  he  was  yet  alive. 

7  So  Alexander  reigned  twelve 
years,  and  then  died. 

8  And  his  servants  bare  rule 
every  one  in  his  place. 

9  And  after  his  death  they  all  put 
crowns  upon  themselves;  so  did  their 
sons  after  them  many  years :  and 
evils  were  multiplied  in  the  earth. 

10  And  there  came  out  of  them 
a  wicked  root,  Antiochus  surnamed 
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Epiphanes,  son  of  Antiochus  the 
king,  who  had  been  an  hostage  at 
Rome,  and  he  reigned  in  the  hun- 
dred and  thirty  and  seventh  year 
of  the  kingdom  of  the  Greeks. 

11  In  those  days  went  there  out 
of  Israel  wicked  men,  who  persuad- 
ed many,  saying,  Let  us  go  and 
make  a  covenant  with  the  heathen 
that  are  round  about  us :  for  since 
we  departed  from  them  we  have 
had  much  sorrow. 

12  So  this  device  pleased  them 
well. 

13  Then  certain  of  the  people  were 
so  forward  herein,  that  they  went 
to  the  king,  who  gave  them  licence 
to  do  after  the  ordinances  of  the 
heathen ; 

14  Whereupon  they  built  a  place 
of  exercise  at  Jerusalem  according 
to  the  customs  of  the  heathen  : 

15  And  made  themselves  uncir- 
cumcised,  and  forsook  the  holy  co 
venant,  and  joined  themselves  to 
the  heathen,  and  were  sold  to  do 
mischief. 

16  Now  when  the  kingdom  was 
established  before  Antiochus,  he 
thought  to  reign  over  Egypt,  that 
he  might  have  the  dominion  of  two 
realms. 

17  "\i\Tierefore  he  entered  into  E- 
gypt  with  a  great  multitude,  with 
chariots,  and  elephants,  and  horse- 
men, and  a  great  navy, 

18  And  made  war  against  Ptole- 
mee  king  of  Egypt:  but  Ptoleniee 
was  afraid  of  him,  and  fled ;  and 
many  were  wounded  to  death. 

19  Thus  they  got  the  strong  cities 
in  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  he  took 
the  spoils  thereof. 
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20  And  after  that  Antiochus  had 
smitten  Egypt,  he  returned  again  in 
the  hundred  forty  and  third  year, 
and  went  up  against  Israel  and  Je- 
rusalem with  a  great  multitude, 

21  And  entered  proudly  into  the 
sanctuary,  and  took  away  the  golden 
altar,  and  the  candlestick  of  light, 
and  all  the  vessels  thereof, 

22  And  the  table  of  the  shewla-ead, 
and  the  pouring  vessels,  and  the 
vials,  and  the  censers  of  gold,  and 
the  veil,  and  the  crowns,  and  the 
golden  ornaments  that  were  before 
the  temple,  all  which  he  pulled  off. 

23  He  took  also  the  silver  and  the 
gold,  and  the  precious  vessels :  also 
he  took  the  hidden  treasures  which 
he  found. 

24  And  when  he  had  taken  all 
away,  he  went  into  his  own  land, 
having  made  a  great  massacre,  and 
ppoken  very  proudly. 

25  Therefore  there  was  gi-eat 
mourning  in  Israel,  in  every  place 
where  they  were ; 

26  So  that  the  princes  and  elders 
mourned,  the  virgins  and  young  men 
were  made  feeble,  and  the  beauty 
of  women  was  changed. 

27  Every  bridegroom  took  up  la- 
mentation, and  she  that  sat  in  •  the 
maniage  chamber  was  in  heaviness. 

28  The  land  also  was  moved  foi- 
the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  all  the 
house  of  Jacob  was  covered  with 
confusion. 

29  And  after  two  years  fully  ex- 
pired the  king  sent  his  chief  col- 
lector of  ti-ibute  unto  the  cities  of 
Juda,  who  came  unto  Jerusalem 
wth  a  great  multitude, 

30  And  sp;ike  peaceable  words 
unto  them,  but  all  was  deceit:  for 
when  they  had  given  him  ciedence, 
he  fell  suddenly  upon  the  city,  and 
smote  it  very  sore,  and  destroyed 
much  people  of  Israel. 


31  And  when  he  had  taken  the 
spoils  of  the  city,  he  set  it  on  fire, 
and  pulled  dovra  the  houses  and 
walls  thereof  on  every  side. 

32  But  the  women  and  children 
took  they  captive,  and  possessed 
the  cattle. 

33  Then  builded  they  the  city  of 
David  with  a  great  and  strong  wall, 
and  with  mighty  towers,  and  made 
it  a  strong  hold  for  them. 

34  And  tliey  put  therein  a  sinful 
nation,  wicked  men,  and  fortifial 
themselves  therein. 

35  They  stored  it  also  with  armour 
and  victuals,  and  when  they  had  ga- 
thered together  the  spoils  of  Jeru- 
salem, they  laid  them  up  there,  and 
so  they  became  a  sore  snare  : 

36  For  it  was  a  place  to  lie  in 
wait  against  tl>e  sanctuary,  and  an 
evil  adversary  to  Israel. 

37  Thus  they  shed  innocent  blood 
on  every  side  of  the  sanctuary,  and 
defiled  it : 

38  Insomuch  that  the  inhabitants 
of  JeiTisalem  fled  because  of  them  : 
whereupon  the  city  was  made  an 
habitfition  of  strangers,  and  became 
strange  to  those  that  were  born  in 
her ;  and  her  own  children  left  her. 

39  Her  .'anctuary  was  laid  waste 
like  a  wilderness,  her  feasts  were 
turned  into  mourning,  her  i-abbaths 
into  reproach,  her  honour  into  con- 
tempt. 

40  As  had  been  her  glory,  so  was 
her  dishonour  increased,  and  her  ex- 
cellency was  tinned  into  mourning. 

41  Jforeover  king  Antiochus  wrote 
to  his  whole  kingdom,  that  all  should 
be  one  people, 

42  And  every  one  should  leave  his 
laws :  so  all  the  heathen  agreed  ac- 
cording to  the  commandment  of  the 
king. 

43  Yea,  many  .also  of  the  Israel- 
ites consented  to  his  religion,  and. 
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sacrificed  unto  idols,  and  profaned 
the  sabbath. 

44  For  the  king  had  sent  letters 
by  messengers  iinto  Jerusalem  and 
the  cities  of  Juda,  that  they  should 
follow  the  strange  laws  of  the  land, 

45  And  forbid  burnt  offerings,  and 
sacrifice,  and  drink  offerings,  in  the 
temple  ;  and  that  they  should  pro- 
fane the  sabbatlis  and  festival  days  : 

46  And  pollute  the  sanctuary  and 
holy  people : 

47  Set  up  altars,  and  groves,  and 
chapels  of  idols,  and  sacrifice  swine's 
flesh,  and  unclean  beasts : 

48  That  tliey  should  also  leave 
their  ciiildren  uncircumcised,  and 
make  their  souls  abominable  with 
all  mamier  of  uncleanness  and  pro- 
fanation : 

49  To  the  end  they  might  forget 
the  law,  and  change  all  the  ordi- 
nances, 

60  And  whosoever  would  not  do 
according  to  the  commandment  of 
the  king,  he  said,  he  should  die. 

61  In  the  selfsame  manner  wrote 
he  to  his  whole  kingdom,  and  ap- 
pointed overseers  over  all  the  peo- 
ple, commanding  the  cities  of  Juda 
to  sacrifice,  city  by  city. 

62  Then  many  of  the  people  were 
gathered  unto  them,  to  wit,  every 
one  that  forsook  the  law ;  and  so 
they  committed  evils  in  the  land  ; 

53  And  drove  the  Israelites  into 
secret  places,  even  wheresoever  they 
could  flee  for  succour. 

54  Now  the  fifteenth  day  of  the 
month  Casleu,  in  the  hundred  forty 
and  fifth  year,  they  set  up  the  abo- 
mination of  desolation  upon  the 
altar,  and  buildtd  idol  altars  through- 
out the  cities  of  Juda  on  every  side; 

55  And  burnt  incense  at  the  doors 
of  their  houses,  and  in  tlie  sireets. 

56  And  when  they  had  rent  in 
pieces  the  books  of  the  law  which 


they  found,  they  burnt  them  with 
fire. 

57  And  wheresoever  was  found 
with  any  the  book  of  the  testament, 
or  if  any  consented  to  the  law,  the 
king's  commandment  was,  that  they 
should  put  him  to  death. 

58  Thus  did  they  by  their  autho- 
rity unto  the  Israelites  every  month, 
to  as  many  as  were  found  in  the 
cities. 

69  Now  the  five  and  twentieth  day 
of  the  month  they  did  sacrifice  u])- 
on  the  idol  altar,  which  was  upon 
the  altar  of  God. 

60  At  which  time  according  to  the 
commandment  they  put  to  death 
certain  women,  that  had  caused 
tlieir  children  to  be  circumcised. 

61  And  they  hanged  the  infants 
about  their  necks,  and  rifled  their 
houses,  and  slew  them  that  had 
circumcised  them. 

62  Howbeit  many  in  Israel  were 
fully  resolved  and  confirmed  in  them- 
selves not  to  eat  any  unclean  thing. 

63  Wherefore  they  chose  rather 
to  die,  that  they  might  not  be  de- 
filed with  meats,  and  that  they  might 
not  profane  the  holy  covenant:  so 
then  they  died. 

64  And  there  was  very  great  wrath 
upon  Israel. 

CHAPTER  IT. 

6  Maftafkiat  lamentefh  the  cote  of  JerutaJfm. 
24  He  slayelh  a  Jew  that  did  sacrifice  to  idolt 
in  his  presence,  and  the  Ling's  mcsfcnger  ahfi, 
34  He  and  his  are  assailed  upon  the  saJJhath, 
and  make  no  resistance.  50  He  dieth,  ant  in- 
str-uctelh  his  sons;  66  and  maketh  their  brother 
Judas  Maccabeus  general. 

IN  those  days  arose  Mattathias  the 
son  of  John,  the  son  of  Simeon, 
a  priest  of  the  sons  of  Joarib,  fiom 
Jemsalem,  and  dwelt  in  Modin. 

2  And  he  had  five  sons,  Joannan, 
called  Caddis : 

3  Simon,  called  Thassi : 

4  Judas,  who  was  called  Macca- 
beus: 
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5  Eleazar,  called  Avaran :  and  Jo- 
nathan, -whose  surname  was  Apphus, 

6  And  when  he  saw  the  blasphe- 
mies that  were  committed  in  Juda 
and  Jerusalem, 

7  He  Kiid,  Woe  is  me !  wherefore 
was  I  bom  to  see  this  misery  of  my 
people,  and  of  the  holy  city,  and  to 
dwell  there,  when  it  was  delivered  I 
into  the  hand  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
sanctuary  into  the  hand  of  strangers'? 

8  Her  temple  is  become  as  a  man 
without  glory. 

9  Her  glorious  vessels  are  carried 
away  into  captivity,  her  infants  are 
slain  in  the  streets,  her  yonng  men 
with  the  sword  of  the  enemy. 

10  What  nation  hath  not  had  a 
part  in  her  kingdom,  and  gotten  of 
tier  spoils? 

11  AU  her  ornaments  are  taken 
away ;  of  a  free  woman  she  is  be- 
come a  bondslave. 

12  And,  behold,  our  sanctuary, 
even  our  beauty  and  our  glory,  is 
laid  waste,  and  the  Gentiles  have 
profaned  it. 

13  To  what  end  therefore  shall 
we  live  any  longer? 

14  Then  Mattatliias  and  his  sons 
rent  their  clothes,  and  put  on  sack- 
cloth, and  mourned  very  sore. 

15  In  the  mean  while  the  king's 
officers,  such  as  compelled  the  peo- 
ple to  revolt,  came  into  the  city 
Modin,  to  make  them  sacritice. 

16  And  when  mnny  of  Israel  came 
unto  them,  ISIattathias  also  and  his 
sons  came  together. 

17  Then  answered  the  king's  offi- 
cers, and  said  to  Llattathias  on  this 
^Tse,  Thou  art  a  ruler,  and  an 
honourable  and  great  man  in  this 
city,  and  strengthened  with  sons 
and  brethren : 

18  Now  therefore  come  thou  first, 
and  fulfil  the  king's  commandment, 
Like  as  aU  the  heathen  have  done, 


yea,  and  the  men  of  Juda  also,  and 
such  as  remain  at  Jerusalem :  so 
shalt  thou  and  thy  house  be  in  the 
number  of  the  king's  friend<,  and 
thou  and  thy  children  shall  be  ho- 
noured with  silver  and  gold,  and 
many  rewards. 

19  Then  Mattathias  answered  and 
spake  with  a  loud  voice,  Though 
all  the  nations  that  are  imder  the 
king's  dominion  obey  him,  and  fall 
away  every  one  from  the  religion  of 
their  fathers,  and  give  consent  to 
his  commandments : 

20  Yet  wiU  I  and  my  sons  and 
my  brethren  walk  in  the  covenant 
of  our  fathers. 

21  God  forbid  that  we  should  for- 
sake the  law  and  the  ordinances. 

22  We  will  not  hearken  to  the 
king's  words,  to  go  from  our  reli- 
gion, either  on  the  right  hand,  or 
the  left. 

23  Now  when  he  had  left  speak- 
ing these  words,  there  came  one  of 
the  Jews  in  the  sight  of  all  to  sa- 
crifice on  the  altar  which  was  at 
Modin,  according  to  the  king's  com- 
mandment. 

24  Which  thing  when  JIattathias 
^aw,  he  was  inflamed  witli  zeal,  and 
his  reins  trembled,  neither  could 
he  forbear  to  shew  his  anger  accord- 
ing to  judgment :  wherefore  he  ran, 
and  slew  him  upon  the  altar. 

25  Also  the  king's  commissioner, 
who  compelled  men  to  sacrifice,  he 
killed  at  that  time,  and  the  altar 
he  pulled  down. 

26  Thus  dealt  he  zealously  for  the 
law  of  God,  like  as  Phinees  did  unto 
Zambri  the  son  of  Salom. 

27  And  IMattathias  cried  through- 
out the  city  with  a  loud  voice,  say- 
ing. Whosoever  is  zealous  of  the 
law,  and  maintaineth  the  covenant, 
let  him  follow  me. 

28  So  he  and  bis  sons  fled  into 
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the  mountains,  and  left  all  that  ever 
they  had  in  the  city. 

29  Tlien  many  that  sought  afta* 
justice  and  judgment  went  do^wn 
into  the  wilderness,  to  dwell  there : 

30  Both  they,  and  their  children, 
and  their  wives,  and  their  cattle ; 
because  afflictions  increased  sore 
upon  them. 

31  Now  when  it  was  told  the  king's 
servants,  and  the  host  that  was  at 
Jerusalem,  in  the  city  of  David, 
that  certain  men,  who  had  broken 
the  king's  commandment,  were  gone 
down  into  the  secret  places  in  the 
wilderness, 

32  They  pursued  after  them  a 
great  number,  and  having  overtaken 
them,  they  camped  against  them, 
and  made  war  against  them  on  the 
sabbath  day. 

33  And  they  said  unto  them,  Let 
that  which  ye  have  done  hitherto 
suffice  ;  come  forth,  and  do  accord- 
ing to  the  oommandment  of  the 
king,  and  ye  shall  live. 

34  But  they  said.  We  will  not 
come  forth,  neither  will  we  do  the 
king's  commandment,  to  profane 
the  sabbath  day. 

35  So  then  they  gave  them  the 
battle  with  all  speed. 

36  Howbeit  tl}ey  answered  them 
not,  neither  cast  they  a  stone  at 
them,  nor  stopped  the  places  wliere 
they  lay  hid ; 

37  But  said.  Let  us  die  all  in  our 
innocency :  heavea  and  earth  shall 
testify  for  us,  that  ye  put  us  to 
death  'WTongfully. 

38  So  th«y  rose  up  against  them 
in  battle  on  the  sabbath,  and  they 
slew  them,  with  their  wives  and 
children,  and  their  cattle,  to  the 
number  of  a  thousand  people. 

39  Now  when  Mattathias  and  his 
friends  understood  hereof,  they 
mourned  for  them  right  sore. 


40  And  one  of  them  said  to  an- 
other, If  we  all  do  as  om*  brethren 
have  done,  and  fight  not  for  our 
lives  ai>d  laws  against  the  heathen, 
they  will  now  quickly  root  us  out 
of  the  earth. 

41  At  that  time  therefore  they 
decreed,  saying,  Whosoever  shall 
come  to  make  battle  with  us  on  the 
sabbath  day,  we  will  fight  against 
him ;  neither  will  we  die  all,  as 
our  lH"ethren  that  were  murdered 
in  the  secret  places. 

42  Then  came  there  unto  him  a 
company  of  Assideans,  who  were 
mighty  men  of  Israel,  even  all  such 
as  were  voluntarily  devoted  unto 
the  law. 

43  Also  all  they  that  fled  for 
persecution  joined  themselves  unto 
them,  and  were  a  stay  unto  them. 

44  So  they  j  caned  their  forces,  and 
smote  sinful  men  in  their  anger,  and 
wicked  men  in  their  wrath :  but  the 
rest  fled  to  the  he  i then  for  siwcour. 

45  Then  Mattathias  and  his  friends 
went  round  about,  and  pulled  down 
the  altars : 

46  And  what  children  soever  they 
found  within  the  coast  of  Israel  uu- 
circumcised,  those  they  circumcised 
valiantly. 

47  They  pursued  also  after  the 
proud  men,  and  the  work  prospered 
in  their  hand. 

48  So  they  recovered  the  law  out 
of  the  hand  of  the  Gentiles,  and  out 
of  the  hand  of  kings,  neither  suf- 
fered they  the  siimer  to  triumph. 

49  Now  wl}en  the  time  drew  near 
that  Mattathias  should  die,  he  said 
unto  his  sons.  Now  hath  pride  and 
rebuke  gotten  strength,  and  the 
time  of  destruction,  and  the  wrath 
of  indignation : 

60  Now  therefore,  my  sons,  be  ye 
zealous  for  the  law,  and  give  your 
lives  for  the  covenant  of  yom-  fathers. 
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51  Call  to  remembrance  what  acts 
our  fathers  did  in  their  time ;  so 
shall  ye  receive  great  honour  and 
an  everlasting  name. 

52  Was  not  Abraham  found  faitli- 
ful  in  temptation,  and  it  was  im- 
puted unto  him  for  righteousness  1 

53  Joseph  in  the  time  of  his  dis- 
tress kept  the  commandment,  and 
was  made  lord  of  Egypt. 

54  Phinees  our  father  in  being 
zealous  and  fervent  obtained  tlie  co- 
venant of  an  everla'^ting  priesthood. 

55  Jesus  for  fulfilling  the  word 
was  made  a  judge  in  Israel. 

56  Caleb  fcff  bearing  witness  be- 
fore the  congregation  received  the 
heritage  of  the  land. 

57  David  for  being  merciful  pos- 
sessed the  throne  of  an  everlasting 
kingdom. 

58  Elias  for  being  zealous  and  fer- 
vent for  the  law  was  taken  up  into 
heaven. 

69  Ananias,  Azarias,  and  Misael, 
by  believing  were  saved  out  of  the 
flame. 

60  Daniel  for  his  innocency  was 
delivered  from  the  mouth  of  lions. 

61  And  thus  consider  ye  throngh- 
out  all  ages,  that  none  that  put  their 
trust  in  him  shall  be  overcome. 

62  Fear  not  then  the  words  of  a 
sinful  man :  for  his  glory  sball  be 
dung  and  worms. 

63  To  day  he  shall  be  lifted  up, 
and  to  morrow  be  shall  not  be  found, 
because  he  is  returned  into  liis  clust, 
and  his  thought  is  come  to  nothing. 

64  Wherefore,  ye  my  sons,  be  va- 
liant, and  shew  yourselves  men  in 
the  behalf  of  the  law ;  for  by  it 
shall  ye  obtain  glory. 

65  And,  beliold,  I  know  that  your 
brother  Simon  is  a  man  of  counsel, 
give  ear  unto  him  alway :  he  shall 
be  a  father  unto  you. 

66  As  for  Judas  Maccabeus,  he 


hath  been  niiglity  and  strong,  even 
from  his  youth  up  :  let  him  be  your 
captain,  and  fight  the  battle  of  the 
people. 

67  Take  also  unto  you  all  those 
that  observe  the  law,  and  avenge 
ye  the  wrong  of  yonr  people. 

68  Recompense  fully  the  heathen , 
and  take  heed  to  the  <x)mmand- 
ments  of  the  law. 

69  So  he  blessed  them,  and  was 
gathered  to  bis  fathers. 

70  And  he  died  in  the  hundred 
forty  and  sixth  year,  and  his  sons 
buried  him  in  the  sepulchres  of 
his  fathers  at  Modin,  and  all  Israel 
made  great  lamentation  for  him. 

CHAPTEE  III. 

1  The  valour  and  fame  of  Judas  STaceabeut.  10 
He  overthroweth  the  forces  of  Samaria  ami 
Syria.  27  Antiochus  tendeth  a  great  power 
against  him..  44  He  aiid  his  fall  lo  fasting  and 
prayer,  58  and  are  encouraged. 

THEN  his  son  Judas,  cailled  Mac- 
cabeus, rose  up  in  his  stead. 

2  And  all  his  brethren  helped 
him,  and  so  did  all  they  that  held 
with  his  father,  and  they  fought 
with  cheerfulness  the  battle  of 
Israel. 

3  So  he  gat  his  people  great  ho- 
nour, and  put  on  a  breastplate  as 
a  giant,  and  girt  his  warlike  harness 
about  him,  and  he  made  battles, 
protecting  the  host  with  liis  sword. 

4  In  his  acts  he  was  like  a  lion, 
and  like  a  lion's  whelp  roaring  for 
his  prey. 

5  For  he  pursued  the  wicked, 
and  sought  them  out,  and  burnt  up 
those  that  vexed  his  people. 

6  Wherefore  the  witked  shrunk 
for  fear  of  him,  and  all  the  workers 
of  iniquity  were  troubled,  because 
salvation  prospered  in  his  hand. 

7  He  grievefl  also  many  kings, 
and  made  Jacob  glad  with  his  acts, 
and  his  memorial  is  blessed  for  ever. 

8  Moreover  he  went  through  the 
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cities  of  Juda,  destroying  the  un- 
godly out  of  tliem,  and  turning  away 
■wrath  from  Israel : 

9  So  that  he  was  renowned  unto 
the  utmost  part  of  the  earth,  and 
he  received  unto  him  such  as  were 
ready  to  perish. 

10  Then  Apollonius  gathered  the 
Gentiles  together,  and  a  great  host 
out  of  Samaria,  to  fight  against 
Israel. 

11  Which  thing  when  Judas  per- 
ceived, he  went  forth  to  meet  him, 
and  so  he  smote  him,  and  slew 
him :  many  also  fell  down  slain,  but 
the  rest  fled. 

12  Wherefore  Judas  took  their 
spoils,  and  Apollonius'  sword  also, 
and  therewith  he  fought  all  his 
life  long. 

13  Now  when  Seron,  a  prince  of 
the  army  of  Syria,  heard  say  that 
Judas  had  gathered  unto  him  a  mul- 
titude and  company  of  the  faithful 
to  go  out  with  him  to  war ; 

14  He  said,  I  will  get  me  a  name 
and  honour  in  the  kingdom  ;  for  I 
will  go  fight  with  Judas  and  them 
that  are  with  him,  who  despise  the 
king's  commandment. 

15  So  he  made  him  ready  to  go 
up,  and  there  went  with  him  a 
mighty  host  of  the  ungodly  to  help 
him,  and  to  be  avenged  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Isi-ael. 

16  And  when  he  came  near  to  the 
going  up  of  Bethhoron,  Judas  went 
forth  to  meet  him  with  a  small 
company : 

17  Who,  when  they  saw  the  host 
coming  to  meet  them,  said  unto 
Judas,  How  shall  we  be  able,  being 
so  few,  to  fight  against  so  great  a 
multitude  avd  so  strong,  seeing  we 
are  leady  to  feint  with  festing  all 
this  day  ? 

18  Unto  whom  Judas  answered. 
It  is  no  hard  matter  for  many  to  be 


shut  up  in  the  hands  of  a  few ;  and 
with  the,  God  of  heaven  it  is  all  one,, 
to  deliver  with  a  great  multitude, 
or  a  small  company : 

19  For  the  victory  of  battle  stand- 
eth  not  in  the  multitude  of  an  host ; 
but  strength  cometh  from  heaven. 

20  They  come  against  us  in  much 
pride  and  iniquity  to  destroy  us, 
and  our  wives  and  children,  and 
to  spoil  us: 

21  But  we  fight  for  our  lives  and 
our  laws. 

22  Wherefore  the  Lord  himself 
will  overthrow  them  before  our 
face:  and  as  for  you,  be  ye  not 
afraid  of  them. 

23  Now  as  soon  as  he  had  left  off 
speaking,  he  leapt  suddenly  upon 
them,  and  so  Seron  and  his  host 
was  overthrown  before  him. 

24  And  they  pursued  them  firom 
the  going  down  of  Bethhoron  unto 
the  plain,  where  were  slain  about 
eight  hundred  men  of  them ;  and 
the  residue  fled  into  the  kuid  of 
the  Philistines. 

25  Then  began  the  fear  of  Judas 
and  his  bretliren,  and  an  exceed- 
ing great  dread,  to  fall  upon  the 
nations  round  about  them  : 

26  Insomuch  as  his  fame  came  un- 
to the  king,  and  all  nations  talked 
of  the  battles  of  Judas. 

27  Now  when  king  Antiochus 
heard  these  things,  he  was  full  of 
indignation :  wherefore  he  sent  and 
gathered  together  all  the  forces  of 
his  realm,  even  a  very  strong  army. 

28  He  opened  also  his  treasure, 
and  gave  his  soldiers  pay  for  a  year, 
commanding  them  to  be  ready  when- 
soever he  should  need  them. 

29  Nevertheless,  when  he  saw  that 
the  money  of  his  treasures  failed, 
and  that  the  tributes  in  the  country 
were  small,  because  of  the  dissension 
and  plague,  which  he  had  brought 
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upon  the  land  in  taking  away  the 
laws  which  had  been  of  old  time  ; 

30  He  feared  that  he  should  not  be 
able  to  bear  the  chaises  any  longer, 
nor  to  have  such  gifts  to  give  so 
liberally  as  he  did  before :  for  he 
had  abounded  alove  the  kings  that 
•were  before  him. 

31  therefore,  being  greatly  per- 
plexed in  his  mind,  he  determined 
to  go  into  Peisia,  there  to  take  the 
tributes  of  the  countri^,  and  to 
gather  much  money. 

32  So  he  left  Lysia.?,  a  nobleman, 
and  one  of  the  blood  royal,  to  over- 
Bee  the  aifairs  of  the  king  from  the 
river  Euphrates  unto  the  borders  of 
Egypt: 

33  And  to  bring  up  his  eon  An- 
tiochu5,  imtil  he  came  again. 

34  Moreover  he  delivered  unto  him 
the  half  of  his  forces,  and  the  ele- 
phants, and  gave  him  charce  of  all 
things  that  lie  would  have  done,  as 
also  concerning  them  that  dwelt  in 
Juda  and  Jerujalem : 

35  To  itit,  that  he  should  send  an 
army  against  them,  to  destroy  and 
root  out  the  strength  of  Israel,  and 
the  remnant  of  Jerusalem,  and  to 
take  away  their  memorial  frcwn  that 
place; 

36  And  that  he  should  place  stran- 
gers in  all  their  quarters,  and  divide 
their  land  by  lot. 

37  So  the  king  took  the  half  of  the 
forces  that  remained,  and  departed 
from  Antioch,  his  royal  city,  the  hun- 
dred forty  and  seventh  year  ;  and 
having  pis?^  the  river  Euphrates, 
he  went  through  the  high  countries. 

38  Then  Lysias  chose  Ptolemee  tl)e 
eon  of  Dorymen^!,  and  Nicanor,  and 
Gorgias,  mighty  men  of  the  king's 
friends: 

39  And  with  them  he  sent  forty 
thousand  footmen,  and  seven  thou- 
sand horsemen,  to  go  into  the  land  J 


of  Juda,  and  to  destroy  it,  as  the 
king  commanded. 

40  So  they  wtnt  forth  with  all 
their  power,  and  came  and  pitched 
by  Emmaus  in  the  plain  country. 

41  And  the  merchants  of  the  coun- 
try, hearing  the  fame  of  them,  took 
silver  and  gold  very  much,  with  ser- 
vants, and  came  into  the  camp  to 
buy  the  cliildren  ot  I.-rael  for  slaves: 
a  power  also  of  Syiia  and  of  the 
land  of  the  Philistine  joined  them- 
selves unto  them. 

42  Now  when  Judas  and  his  bre- 
thren saw  that  miseries  were  mul- 
tiplied, and  that  the  forces  did  en- 
camp themselves  in  their  borders: 
for  they  knew  how  the  king  had 
given  commandment  to  dtstroy  the 
people,  and  utterly  abolish  them  ; 

43  Ihey  said  one  to  another.  Let 
us  restore  the  decayed  estate  of 
our  people,  and  let  us  tight  for  our 
people  and  the  sanctuary. 

44  Then  was  the  congregation  ga- 
thered together,  that  they  mi^it 
be  ready  for  battle,  and  that  they 
might  pray,  and  ad:  mercy  and 
compa&sion. 

45  Now  Jerusalem  lay  void  as  a 
wilderness,  there  was  none  of  her 
children  that  went  in  or  out :  the 
sanctuary  also  was  trodden  down, 
and  aliens  kept  the  strong  hold ; 
the  heathen  had  their  habitation 
in  that  place;  and  joy  was  taken 
from  Jacob,  and  the  pipe  with  the 
harp  ceased. 

46  Wherefore  the  Israelites  assem- 
bled themselves  together,  and  came 
to  Maspha,  over  against  Jerusalem ; 
for  in  Maspha  was  the  place  where 
tliey  prayed  aforetime  in  Israel. 

47  Then  they  fasted  that  day,  and 
put  on  sackcloth,  and  cast  ashes 
upon  their  heads,  and  rent  their 
clothes, 

48  And  laid  open  the  book  of 
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the  law,  wherein  the  heathen  had 
sought  to  paint  the  likeness  of  their 
imagas, 

49  They  hrought  also  the  priests' 
garments,  and  the  firstfruits,  and 
the  tithes :  and  the  Nazarites  they 
stirred  up,  who  had  accomplished 
their  days. 

60  Then  cried'  they  with  a  loud 
voice  toward  heaven,  saying,  What 
shall  we  do  with  these,  and  whither 
shall  we  carry  tliem  away  ? 

51  For  thy  sanctuary  is  trodden 
down  and  profaned,  and  thy  priests 
are  in  heaviness,  and  hrought  low. 

62  And,  lo,  the  heathen  are  as- 
sembled together  against  us  to  de- 
stioy  us:  what  things  they  imagine 
against  us,  thou  knowest. 

63  How  shall  we  he  able  to  staad 
against  them,  except  thou,  0  God, 
he  our  helpl 

64  Then  sounded  they  with  trum- 
pets, and  cried  with  a  loud  voice. 

65  And  after  this  Judas  ordained 
captains  over  the  people,  even  cap- 
tains over  thousands,  and  over  hun- 
dreds, and  over  fifties,  and  over  tens. 

66  But  as  for  such  as  were  build- 
ing houses,  or  had  betrothed  wives, 
or  were  planting  vineyards,  or  were 
fearful,  those  he  commanded  that 
they  should  return,  every  man  to 
his  own  house,  according  to  the  law. 

57  So  the  camp  rwnoved,  and 
pitched  upon  the  south  side  of 
Emmaus, 

58  And  Judas  said.  Arm  yourselves, 
and  be  valiant  men,  and  see  that  ye 
be  in  readiness  against  the  morning, 
that  ye  may  fight  with  these  nations, 
that  are  assembled  together  against 
us  to  destroy  us  and  our  sanctuary  : 

69  For  it  is  better  for  us  to  die  in 
battle,  than  to  behold  the  calamities 
of  our  people  and  our  sanctuary. 

60  Nevertheless,  as  the  will  of  God 
is  in  heaven,  so  let  him  do. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

6  Judas  defeateth  the  plot.  U  and  force*  of 
Gorgias,  23  and  spoueth  their  tents,  34  and 
overthroweth  Lysias.  45  He  puUelh  down  the 
altar  which  the  heathen  had  profaned,  and 
selteth  up  a  new :  60  and  malceth  a  vxdi  ahoiU 
Hion. 

THEN  took  Gorgias  five  thou- 
sand footmen,  and  a  thousand 
of  the  best  horsemen,  and  removed 
out  of  the  camp  by  night ; 

2  To  the  end  he  might  rush  in  up- 
on the  camp  of  the  Jews,  and  smite 
them  suddenly.  And  the  men  of 
the  fortress  were  his  guides. 

3  Now  when  Judas  lieard  thereof, 
he  himself  removed,  and  the  valiant 
men  with  him,  that  ha  might  smite 
the  king's  army  which  was  at  Em- 
maus, 

4  While  as  yet  the  forces  were 
dispersed  from  the  camp. 

6  In  the  mean  season  came  Gorgias 
by  night  into  the  camp  of  Judas :  and 
when  he  found  no  man  there,  he 
sought  them  in  the  mountains :  for 
said  he,  These  fellows  flee  from  us. 

6  But  as  soon  as  it  was  day,  Judaq 
shewed  himself  in  the  pLin  with 
three  thousand  men,  who  neverthe- 
less had  neither  aimour  nor  swords 
to  their  minds. 

7  And  they  saw  the  camp  of  the 
heathen,  that  it  was  strong  and  well 
harnessed,  and  compassed  roimd  a- 
bout  with  horsemen ;  and  these  were 
expert  of  war. 

8  Then  said  Judas  to  the  men  that 
were  with  him.  Fear  ye  not  their 
multitude,  neither  be  ye  afraid  of 
their  assault. 

9  Eemember  how  our  fathers  were 
delivered  in  tlie  Bed  sea,  when  Pha- 
raoh pm-sued  them  with  an  army. 

10  Now  therefore  let  us  cry  unto 
heaven,  if  peradventure  the  Lord 
will  have  mercy  upon  us,  and  re- 
member  the  covenant  of  our  fa- 
thers, and  destroy  this  host  before 
our  face  this  day : 
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11  That  so  all  the  heathen  may 
know  that  there  is  one  who  deli- 
veretli  and  saveth  Israd. 

12  Then  the  strangers  lifted  up 
their  eyes,  and  saw  them  coming 
over  against  theneu 

13  ^Vhe^efo^e  they  went  out  of  the 
camp  to  bttttle  ;  hut  they  that  were 
with  Judas  sounded  their  trumpets. 

14  So  they  joined  battle,  and  the 
heathen  being  discomfited  fled  into 
the  pleiin. 

15  Howlteit  an  the  hindmost  of 
them  were  slain  with  the  swoid: 
for  they  pursued  them  unto  Gaz^ 
ra,  and  unto  the  plains  of  Idumea, 
and  Azotas,  and  Jamnk,  so  that 
there  were  slain  of  them  upon  a 
three  thousand  men. 

16  This  done,  Judas  returned  again 
with  his  host  from  pursuing  them, 

17  And  said  to  the  people,  Be  nf)t 
gre^rdy  of  the  spoils,  inasmuch  as 
there  is  a  battle  before  us, 

18  And  Go^as  and  his  host  are 
here  by  us  in  tlie  mountain :  but 
staad  ye  now  against  oiir  enemies, 
and  overcome  them,  and  aftei  this 
ye  may  boldly  take  the  spoils. 

19  As  Judas  was  yet  speaking  these 
words,  tliere  appeared  a  part  of 
them  looking  out  of  tlie  mountain  : 

20  Who  when  they  perceiverl  tliat 
the  Jews  had  put  their  host  to 
flight,  and  were  burning  the  tents; 
for  the  smoke  tliat  was  seeJi  de- 
clared what  was  done : 

21  When  therefore  they  perceived 
tliese  things,  they  were  sore  afraid, 
and  seeing  also  the  host  of  Judas 
in  the  plain  ready  to  fight, 

22  They  fled  every  one  into  the 
land  of  strangely. 

23  Then  Judas  returned  to  spoil 
the  tents,  where  they  got  much  gold, 
and  silver,  and  blue  silk,  and  pur- 
ple of  the  tea,  and  great  riches, 

24  After  this  they  went  home,  and 


sung  a  song  of  thanksgiving,  and 
praised  the  Lord  in  lieaven  :  be- 
cause it  is  good,  because  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever. 

25  Thus  Israel  had  a  great  deli- 
verance that  day. 

26  Now  all  the  strangers  that  had 
escaped  c-ame  and  told  Lysias  what 
had  happened : 

27  "ySTio,  when  he  heard  thereof, 
was  confounded  and  discouraged, 
because  neither  sucli  things  as  he 
would  were  done  unto  Israel,  nor 
such  things  as  the  king  commanded 
him  were  come  to  pass. 

28  The  nest  year  therefore  follow- 
ing Lysias  gathered  together  three- 
score thousand  choice  men  of  foot, 
and  five  thousand  horsemen,  that 
he  might  subdue  them. 

29  So  they  came  into  Idumea,  and 
pitched  their  tents  at  Bethsura,  and 
Judas  met  them  with  ten  thousand 
men. 

30  And  when  he  saw  that  mighty 
army,  he  prayed  and-said,  Blessed  art 
thou,  0  Saviour  of  Israel,  who  didst 
quell  the  violence  of  the  mighty  man 
by  the  band  of  thy  ser\'ant  David; 
and  gavest  the  host  of  strangers 
into  the  hands  of  Jonathan  the  son 
of  Saul,  and  his  annourbearer  ; 

31  Shut  up  this  army  in  the  hand 
of  thy  people  Israel,  and  let  them 
be  confounded  in  their  power  and 
horsemen :  ' 

32  ^lake  them  to  be  of  no  cou- 
rage, and  cause  the  boldnes?  of  their 
strength  to  fall  away,  and  let  them 
quake  at  their  destruction : 

33  Cast,  them  down  with  the  sword 
of  Uiem  that  love  thee,  and  let  all 
those  that  know  thy  name  praise 
thee  with  thanksgiving. 

34  So  they  joined  battle ;  and 
there  were  slain  of  the  host  of  Ly- 
sias about  five  thousand  men,  even 
before  than  were  they  slain. 
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35  Now  when  Lysias  saw  his  army 
put  to  flight,  and  tlie  manliness  of 
Judas'  soldiers,  and  how  they  were 
ready  either  to  live  or  die  valiantly, 
he  went  into  Antiochia,  and  gather- 
ed togetlier  a  company  of  strangers, 
and  having  made  his  army  greater 
than  it  was,  he  purposed  to  come 
again  into  Judea. 

36  Then  said  Judas  and  his  bre- 
thren, Behold,  our  enemies  are  dis- 
comfited :  let  us  go  up  to  cleanse 
and  dedicate  the  sanctu  try, 

37  Upon  this  all  tlie  host  assem- 
bled themselves  together,  and  went 
up  into  mount  Sion. 

38  And  when  they  saw  the  sanc- 
tuary desolate,  and  the  altar  pro- 
faned, and  the  gates  burned  up, 
and  shrubs  growing  in  the  comis  as 
in  a  forest,  or  in  one  of  the  moun- 
tains, yea,  and  the  priests'  cham- 
bers pulled  down  ; 

39  They  rent  tlieir  clothes,  and 
made  great  lamentation,  and  cast 
ashes  upon  their  heads, 

40  And  fell  down  tlat  to  the  ground 
upon  their  faces,  and  blew  an  alann 
■with  the  trumpets,  and  cried  toward 
heaven. 

41  Then  Judas  appointed  certain 
men  to  fight  against  those  that 
■were  in  the  fortress,  imtil  he  had 
cleansed  the  sanctuary. 

42  So  he  chose  priests  of  blame- 
less conversation,  such  as  had  plea- 
sure in  the  law: 

43  Who  cleansed  the  sanctuary, 
and  bare  out  the  defiled  stones 
into  an  unclean  place. 

44  And  when  as  they  consulted 
what  to  do  with  the  altar  of  burnt 
offerings,  •which  was  profaned  ; 

45  They  thought  it  best  to  pull  it 
down,  lest  it  should  be  a  reproach 
to  them,  because  the  heathen  had 
defiled  it :  wherefore  they  pulled  it 
down, 


46  And  laid  up  the  stones  in  the 
mountain  of  the  temple  in  a  conve- 
nient j)lace,  until  there  should  come 
a  prophet  to  shew  what  should  be 
done  with  them. 

47  Then  they  took  whole  stones 
according  to  the  law,  and  built  a 
new  altar  according  to  the  former  ; 

48  And  made  up  the  sanctuary, 
and  the  things  that  were  ■within  the 
temple,  and  hallowed  the  courts. 

49  They  made  also  new  holy 
vessels,  and  into  the  temple  they 
brought  the  candlestick,  and  the 
altar  of  burnt  olferings,  and  of  in- 
cense, and  the  table. 

60  And  upon  the  altar  they  burn- 
ed incense,  and  the  lamps  that 
were  upon  the  candlesticic  they 
lighted,  that  they  might  give  light 
in  the  temple. 

61  Fuiihermore  they  set  the  loaves 
upon  the  table,  and  spread  out  the 
veils,  and  finished  all  the  works 
which  tliey  had  begun  to  make. 

62  Now  on  the  five  and  twentieth 
day  of  the  ninth  month,  which  is 
caUed  the  month  Casleu,  in  the  hun- 
dred forty  and  eighth  year,  they 
rose  up  betimes  in  the  morning, 

63  And  offered  sacrifice  accord- 
ing to  the  law  upon  the  new  altar 
of  burnt  offerings,  ■which  they  had 
made. 

54  Look,  at  what  time  and  what 
day  the  lieathen  had  profaned  it, 
even  in  that  ■was  it  dedicated  with 
songs,  and  citherns,  and  harps,  and 
cymbals. 

55  Then  all  the  people  fell  upon 
their  faces,  worshipping  and  prais- 
ing the  God  of  heaven,  who  had 
given  them  good  success. 

66  And  so  they  kept  the  dedication 
of  the  altar  eight  days,  and  offered 
burnt  offerings  with  gladness,  and 
sacrificed  the  sacrifice  of  deliver- 
ance and  praise. 
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57  They  decked  also  the  forefront 
of  the  temple  with  crowns  of  gold, 
and  with  shields ;  and  the  gates 
and  the  chambers  they  renewed, 
and  hanged  doors  npon  them. 

58  Thus  was  there  very  great 
gladness  among  the  people,  for  that 
the  reproach  of  the  iheathen  was  put 
away. 

59  Moreover  Judas  and  his  bre- 
thren with  the  whole  congregation 
of  Israel  ordained,  that  the  days  of 
the  dedication  of  the  altar  should 
be  kept  in  their  season  from  year 
to  year  by  the  space  of  eight  days, 
from  the  five  and  twentieth  day  of 
the  month  Casleu,  with  mirth  and 
gladness. 

60  At  that  time  also  they  builded 
up  the  mount  Sion  with  high  walls 
and  strong  towers  round  atbout,  lest 
the  Gentiles  should  come  and  tread 
it  down,  as  they  had  done  before, 

61  And  they  set  there  a  garrison 
to  keep  it,  and  fortified  Bethsura  to 

E reserve  it ;  'that  the  people  might 
ave  a  defence  against  Idumea. 
CHAPTER  V. 

3  Jitdas  tmiteth  the  children  ofE»au,Bean,  and 
Ammon.  17  Simon  is  sent  into  GaliJee.  25  The 
exploits  of  Judas  in  Galaad.  51  He  deslroyeth 
Ephron,  for  denying  him  to  pass  through  it. 
56  Divers,  that  in  Judas'  absence  would  fight 
with  their  enemies,  are  slain. 

NOW  when  the  nations  round 
about  heard  that  the  altar  was 
built,  and  the  sanctuary  renewed 
as  before,  it  displeased  them  very 
much. 

2  Wherefore  they  thought  to  de- 
stroy the  generation  of  Jacob  that 
was  among  them,  and  thereupon 
they  began  to  slay  and  destroy  the 
people. 

3  Then  Judas  fought  against  the 
children  of  Esau  in  Idumea  at  Ara- 
battine,  because  they  besieged  Is- 
rael :  and  he  gave  them  a  great 
overthrow,  and  abated  their  cou- 
rage, and  took  their  spoils. 


4  Also  he  remembered  the  injury 
of  the  children  of  Bean,  who  had 
been  a  snare  and  an  offence  unto 
the  people,  in  that  they  lay  in  wait 
for  them  in  the  ways. 

5  He  shut  them  up  therefore  in 
the  towers,  and  encamped  against 
them,  and  destroyed  them  utterly, 
and  burned  the  towers  of  that  place 
with  fire,  and  all  that  were  therein. 

•6  Afterward  he  passed  over  to  the 
children  of  Ammon,  where  he  found 
a  mighty  ipower,  and  much  peqple, 
with  Timotheus  their  captain. 

7  So  he  fought  many  battles  with 
them,  till  at  length  they  were  dis- 
eomfited  before  him  ;  and  he  smote 
them. 

8  And  .when  he  had  taken  Jazar, 
with  the  toAvns  belonging  thereto, 
he  returned  into  Judea. 

9  Then  the  iheathen  that  were  at 
Galaad  assembled  themselves  toge- 
ther against  the  Israelites  that  were 
in  their  quarters,  to  destroy  them  ; 
but  they  fled  to  the  fortress  of  Da- 
thema, 

10  And  sent  letters  unto  Judas 
and  this  brethren,  The  heathen  that 
are  iround  about  us  are  assembled 
together  against  us  to  destroy  us  : 

1 1  And  they  are  preparing  to  come 
and  take  the  fortress  whereunto  we 
are  fled,  Timotheus  being  captain 
of  their  host. 

12'Come  now  therefore,  and  deli- 
ver us  from  their  hands,  for  many 
of  us  are  slain : 

13  Yea,  all  our  brethren  that  were 
in  the  places  of  Tobie  are  put  to 
death:  their  wives  and  their  chil- 
dren also  they  have  carried  away 
captives,  and  borne  away  their 
stuff;  and  they  have  destroyed  there 
about  a  thousand  men. 

14  While  these  letters  were  yet 
reading,  behold,  there  came  other 
messengers  from  Galilee  with  their 
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clothes  rent,  who  reported  on  this 
■wise, 

15  And  said.  They  of  Ptolemais, 
and  of  Tyrus,  and  Sidon,  and  all  Ga- 
lilee of  the  Gentiles,  are  assembled 
together  against  us  to  consume  us. 

16  Now  when  Judas  and  the  peo- 
ple heard  these  words,  there  assem- 
bled a  great  congregation  together, 
to  consult  what  they  should  do  for 
their  brethren,  that  were  in  trouble, 
and  assaulted  of  them. 

17  Then  said  Judas  unto  Simon 
his  brother,  Choose  thee  out  men, 
and  go  and  deliver  thy  brethren 
that  are  in  Galilee,  for  I  and  Jo- 
nathan my  brother  will  go  into  the 
country  of  Galaad. 

18  So  he  left  Joseph  the  ton  of 
Zacharias,  and  Azarias,  captains  of 
the  people,  with  the  remnant  of  the 
host  in  Judea  to  keep  it. 

19  Unto  whom  he  gave  command- 
ment, saying.  Take  ye  the  chaise  of 
this  people,  and  see  that  ye  make 
not  war  against  the  heathen  imtil 
the  time  that  we  come  again. 

•  20  Now  unto  Simon  were  given 
three  thousand  men  to  go  into  Ga- 
lilee, and  unto  Judas  eight  thousand 
men  for  the  country  of  Galaad. 

21  Then  went  Simon  into  Galilee, 
where  he  fought  many  battles  with 
the  heathen,  so  that  the  heathen 
were  discomfited  by  him. 

22  And  he  pimsued  them  unto  the 
gate  of  Ptolemais ;  and  there  were 
slain  of  the  heathen  about  three 
thousand  men,  whose  spoils  he  took. 

23  And  those  that  were  in  Galilee, 
and  in  Arbattis,  with  their  wives  and 
their  children,  and  all  that  they  had, 
took  he  away  with  him,  and  brought 
them  into  Judea.  with  great  joy. 

24  Judas  Maccabeus  also  and  his 
brother  Jonathan  went  over  Jordan, 
and  travelled  three  days' journey  in 
the  wildejnes^  I 


25  Where  they  met  with  the  Na- 
l)athitis,  who  came  imto  them  in  a 
peaceable  manner,  and  told  thwn 
every  thing  that  had  happened  to 
their  brethren  in  the  land  of  Galaad: 

26  And  how  that  many  of  them 
were  shut  up  in  Bosora,  and  Bo- 
sor,  and  Alema,  Casphor,  Maked, 
and  Camaim  ;  all  these  cities  are 
strong  and  great : 

27  And  that  they  were  shut  up  in 
the  rest  of  the  cities  of  the  covmtry 
of  Galaad,  and  that  against  to  mor- 
row they  ]jad  appointed  to  bring 
their  host  against  the  forts,  and  to 
take  them,  and  to  destroy  them  all 
in  one  day. 

28  Hereupon  Judas  and  his  host 
turned  suddenly  by  the  way  of  the 
wilderness  unto  Bosora  ;  and  when 
he  had  won  the  city,  he  slew  all  the 
males  with  the  edge  of  the  sword, 
and  took  all  their  spoils,  and  burn- 
ed the  city  with  fire. 

29  From  whence  he  removed  by 
night,  and  went  till  he  came  to  Uie 
fortress.  

30  And  betimes  in  the  morning 
they  looked  up,  and,  behold,  there 
was  an  innumerable  people  hear- 
ing  ladders  and  other  engines  of 
war,  to  take  the  fortress :  for  they 
assaulted  them. 

31  When  Judas  therefore  saw  that 
the  battle  was  begun,  and  that  the 
cry  of  the  city  went  up  to  heaven, 
with  trumpets,  and  a  great  sound, 

32  He  said  unto  his  host,  Fight 
this  day  for  your  brethren. 

33  So  he  went  forth  behind  them 
in  three  companies,  who  soimded 
their  trumpets,  and  cried  with  prayer, 

34  Then  the  host  of  Timotheus, 
knowing  that  it  was  Maccabeus, 
fled  from  him:  wherefore  he  smote 
them  with  a  great  slaughter ;.  eo 
that  there  were  killed  of  them  that 
day  about  eight  thousand  men.  < 
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35  Tliis  done,  Judas  tunied  aside 
to  Ma.«pba ;  and  after  he  had  as- 
saulted it,  he  took  it,  and  slew  all 
the  males  therein,  and  received  the 
spoils  thereof,  and  burnt  it  with  fire. 

36  From  thence  went  he,  and 
took  Casphon,  ^laged,  Bo>or,  and  the 
other  cities  of  the  country  of  Galaad. 

87  Afttr  these  things  gathered  Ti- 
motheus  another  host,  and  encamped 
against  Eaplion  beyond  the  brook. 

38  So  Judas  sent  inen  to  espy  the 
host,  who  brought  him  word,  say- 
ing. All  the  heathen  that  be  loimd 
about  us  are  assembled  unto  them, 
even  a  very  great  host. 

39  He  hath  also  hired  the  Arabians 
to  help  them,  and  they  have  pitched 
their  tents  beyond  the  brook,  ready 
to  come  and  fight  against  thee.  Up- 
on this  Judas  went  to  meet  them. 

40  Then  Timotheus  said  unto  the 
captains  of  his  host.  When  Judas 
and  his  host  come  near  the  brook,  if 
he  pass  over  first  unto  us,  we  shall 
not  be  able  to  withstand  him ;  for 
he  will  mightily  prevail  against  us : 

41  But  if  he  be  afraid,  and  camp 
beyond  the  river,  we  shall  go  over 
unto  him,  and  prevail  against  him. 

42  Now  when  Judas  came  near 
the  brook,  he  caused  the  scribes  of 
the  people  to  remain  by  the  brook : 
unto  whom  he  gave  conamandment, 
saying,  Sufier  no  man  to  remain  in 
the  camp,  but  let  all  come  to  the 
battle. 

43  So  he  went  first  over  unto 
them,  and  all  the  people  after  him: 
then  all  the  heathen,  being  discom- 
fited before  him,  cast  away  their 
weapons,  and  fled  unto  the  temple 
that  was  at  Camaini. 

44  But  they  took  the  city,  and 
burned  the  temple  with  all  that 
were  therein.  Thus  was  Carnaim 
suMued,  neither  could  they  stand 
any  longer. before  Judas. 


45  Then  Judas  gathered  together 
all  the  Israelites  that  were  in  the 
country  of  Galaad,  fiom  the  least 
unto  the  greatest,  even  their  wives, 
and  their  children,  and  their  stuflF, 
a  very  gieat  host,  to  the  end  they 
rm'ght  come  into  the  laud  of  Judea. 

46  Now  when  they  came  unto 
Ephron,  (this  was  a  great  city  in 
the  way  as  they  should  go,  verj' 
well  fortified)  they  could  not  torn 
fix)m  it,  either  on  the  right  hand 
or  the  left,  but  must  needs  pass 
through  the  midst  of  it. 

47  Then  they  of  the  city  shut 
them  out,  and  stopped  up  the  gates 
with  stones.  '< 

48  Whereupon  Jtidas  sent  Tmto 
them  in  peaceable  manner,  saying. 
Let  us  pa.ss  through  your  land  to 
go  into  our  own  country,  and  none 
shall  do  you  any  hurt;  we  will  only 
pas  through  on  foot :  howbeit  they 
would  not  open  unto  him. 

49  Wherefore  Judas  conmianded  a 
proclamation  to  be  made  through- 
out the  host,  that  every  man  should 
pitch  his  tent  iu  the  place  where 
he  was. 

50'  So  the  soldiers  pitched,  and 
assaulted  the  city  all  that  day  and 
all  that  night,  till  at  the  length  the 
city  was  delivered  into  his  hands : 

51  Who  then  slew  all  the  males 
with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and 
rased  the  city,  and  took  the  spoils 
thereof,  and  passed  through  the  city 
over  them  that  were  slain.  - 

52  After  this  went  they  over  Jordan 
into  the  gret^t  plain  before  Bethsan. 

53  And  Judas  gathered  together 
those  that  came  behind,  and  exhort- 
ed the  people  all  the  way  through, 
till  they  came  into  the  land  of 
Judea. 

54  So  they  went  up  to  mount  Sibn 
with  joy  and  gladness,  where  they 
offered  burnt  offerings,  because  not 
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one  of  them  were  slain  until  they 
had  returned  in  peace. 

55  Now  what  time  as  Judas  and 
Jonathan  were  in  the  land  of  Ga- 
laad,  and  Simon  his  brother  in 
Galilee  before  Ptolemais, 

56  Joseph  the  ton  of  Zacharias, 
and  Azarias,  captains  of  the  gar- 
risons, heard  of  the  valiant  acta 
and  warlike  deeds  which  they  had 
done. 

67  Wherefore  they  said.  Let  us 
also  get  us  a  name,  and  go  fight 
against  the  heathen  that  are  round 
about  us. 

68  So  when  they  had  given  charge 
unto  the  garrison  that  was  with 
them,  they  went  toward  Jamnia. 

59  Then  came  Gorgias  and  his 
men  out  of  the  city  to  fight  against 
them. 

60  And  so  it  was,  that  Joseph  and 
Azarias  were  put  to  flight,  and  pur- 
sued unto  the  borders  of  Judea : 
and  there  were  slain  that  day  of 
the  people  of  Israel  about  two  thou- 
sand men. 

61  Thus  was  there  a  great  over- 
throw among  the  children  of  Isniel, 
because  they  were  not  obedient  un- 
to Judas  and  his  brethren,  but 
thought  to  do  some  valiant  act. 

62  Moreover  these  men  came  not 
of  the  seed  of  those,  by  whose  hand 
deliverance  was  given  imto  Israel. 

63  Howbeit  the  man  Judas  and 
his  brethren  were  greatly  renowned 
in  the  sight  of  all  Israel,  and  of  all 
the  heathen,  wheresoever  their  name 
was  heard  of; 

64  Insomuch  as  the  people  assem- 
bled unto  them  with  joyful  accla- 
mations. 

65  Afterward  went  Judas  forthwith 
his  brethren,  and  fought  against  the 
children  of  Esau  in  the  land  toward 
the  south,  where  he  smote  Hebron, 
and  the  towns  thereof,  and  pulled 


down  the  fortress  of  it,  and  burned 
the  towers  thereof  round  about. 

66  From  thence  he  removed  to 
go  into  the  land  of  the  Philistines, 
and  passed  through  Samaria. 

67  At  that  time  certain  priests, 
desirous  to  shew  their  valour,  were 
slain  in  battle,  for  that  they  went 
out  to  fight  unadvisedly. 

68  So  Judas  turned  to  Azotus  in 
the  land  of  the  Philistines,  and  when 
he  had  pulled  down  their  altars,  and 
burned  their  carved  images  with 
fire,  and  spoiled  tlieir  citia",  he  re- 
turned into  the  land  of  Judea. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

8  A^^ioehnt  dieth,  12  and  confesseth  that  he  it 
flagued  for  the  wrong  done  to  Jerutalem.  20 
Juaai  besiegeth  those  in  the  lower  at  Jeiiita- 
lem,  28  Tliey  procure  AiUiochui  the  younger 
to  come  into  Judea.  si  He  besiegeth  Sion,  60 
and  maketh  peace  icith  Israel:  62  t/el  over- 
throiceth  the  tcaU  of  Sion. 

ABOUT  that  time  king  Antio- 
.  chus  travelling  through  the 
high  coimtries  heard  say,  that  Elj'- 
mais  in  the  country  of  Persia  was 
a  city  greatly  renowned  for  riches, 
silver,  and  gold; 

2  And  that  there  was  in  it  a  very 
rich  temple,  wherein  were  coverings 
of  gold,  and  breastplates,  and  shields, 
which  Alexander,  eon  of  Philip,  the 
Macedonian  king,  who  reigned  first 
among  the  Grecians,  had  left  there. 

3  Wherefore  lie  came  and  sought 
to  take  the  city,  and  to  spoil  it;  but 
he  was  not  able,  because  they  of  the 
city,  having  had  warning  thereof, 

4  Bose  up  against  him  in  battle  : 
so  he  fled,  and  departed  thence 
with  great  heaviness,  and  returned 
to  Babylon. 

5  Moreover  there  came  one  who 
brought  him  tidings  into  Persia, 
that  the  armies,  which  went  against 
the  land  of  Judea,  were  put  to 
flight: 

6  And  that  Lysias,  who  went  forth 
first  with  a  great  power,  was  driven 
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away  of  the  Jews ;  aiid  that  they 
were  made  strong  by  the  armour, 
and  power,  and  store  of  spoils, 
which  they  had  gotten  of  the  ar- 
mies, whom  they  had  destroyed : 

7  Also  that  they  had  pulled  down 
the  abomination,  which  lie  had  set 
up  upon  the  altar  in  Jerusalem,  and 
that  they  had  compassed  about  the 
sanctuary  with  high  walls,  as  before, 
and  his  city  Bethsura. 

8  Now  when  the  king  heard  these 
words,  he  was  astonished  and  sore 
moved :  whereupon  he  laid  him 
down  upon  his  bed,  and  fell  sick 
for  grief,  because  it  had  not  befallen 
him  as  he  looked  for. 

9  And  there  he  continued  many 
days:  for  his  grief  was  ever  more 
and  more,  and  he  made  account 
that  he  should  die. 

10  Wherefore  he  called  for  all  his 
fiiends,  and  said  unto  them,  The 
sleep  is  gone  from  mine  eyes,  and 
my  heart  faileth  for  very  care. 

il  And  I  thought  with  myself, 
Into  what  tribulation  am  I  come, 
and  how  great  a  flood  of  misery  is 
it,  wherein  now  I  am!  for  I  was 
bountiful  and  beloved  in  my  power. 

12  But  now  I  remember  the  evils 
that  I  did  at  Jerusalem,  and  that 
I  took  all  the  vessels  of  gold  and 
silver  that  were  therein,  and  sent 
to  destroy  the  inhabitants  of  Judea 
without  a  cause. 

13 1  perceive  therefore  that  for  this 
cause  these  troubles  are  come  upon 
me,  and,  behold,  I  perish  through 
great  grief  in  a  strange  land. 

14  Then  called  he  for  Philip,  one 
of  his  fi  iends,  whom  he  made  iiiler 
over  all  his  realm, 

15  And  gave  him  the  crown,  and 
his  robe,  and  his  signet,  to  the  end 
he  should  bring  up  his  son  Anti- 
ochus,  and  nourish  him  up  for  the 
kingdom. 


16  So  king  Antiochus  died  there 
in  the  hundred  forty  and  ninth 
year. 

17  Now  when  Lysias  knew  that 
the  king  was  dead,  he  set  up  Anti- 
ochus his  son,  whom  he  had  brought 
up  being  young,  to  reign  in  his 
stead,  and  his  name  he  called  Eu- 
pator. 

18  About  this  time  they  that  were 
in  the  tower  shut  up  the  Israelites 
round  about  the  sanctuary,  and 
sought  always  their  hurt,  and  the 
strengthening  of  the  heathen. 

19  Wherefore  Judas,  purposing  to 
destroy  them,  called  all  the  peoi)le 
together  to  besiege  them. 

20  So  they  came  tc^etlier,  and  be- 
sieged them  in  the  hundred  and  fif- 
tietli  year,  and  he  made  mounts  for 
shot  against  them,  and  other  engines. 

21  Howbeit  certain  of  them  that 
wt  re. besieged  got  forth,  unto  whom 
some  ungodly  men  of  Israel  joined 
themselves : 

22  And  they  went  unto  the  king, 
and  said.  How  long  will  it  be  ere 
thou  execute  judgment,  and  avenge 
our  brethren? 

23  We  have  been  willing  to  serve 
thy  father,  and  to  do  as  he  would 
have  us,  and  to  obey  his  command- 
ments; 

24  For  which  cause  they  of  our 
nation  besiege  the  tower,  and  are 
alienated  from  us:  moreover  as 
many  of  xis  as  they  could  light 
on  they  slew,  and  spoiled  our  in- 
heritance. 

25  Neither  have  they  stretched 
out  their  hand  against  us  only,  but 
also  against  all  their  borders. 

26  And,  behold,  this  day  are  they 
besieging  the  tower  at  Jeiiisalem, 
to  take  it :  the  sanctuary  also  and 
Bethsura  have  they  fortified. 

27  Wherefore  if  thou  dost  not 
prevent  them  quickly,  they  will  do 
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greater  things  than  these,  neither 
shalt  tliou  be  able  to  rule  them. 

28  Nowwhen  the  king  heard  this, 
he  was  angry,  and  gathered  toge- 
ther all  his  friends,  and  the  cap- 
tains of  his  aitny,  and  those  that 
had  charge  of  the  horse. 

29  There  came  also  unto  him  from 
other  kingdoms,  and  from  isles  of 
the  sea,  bands  of  liired  soldiers. 

30  So  that  the  number  of  his  army 
was  an  hundred  thousand  footmen, 
and  twenty  thousand  horsemen,  and 
two  and  thirty  elephants  exercised 
in  battle. 

31  These  went  through  Iduraea, 
and  pitched  against  Bethsura,  which 
they  assaulted  many  days,  making 
engines  of  war;  but  they  o/  Beth- 
sura  came  out,  and  burned  them 
with  fire,  and  fought  valiantly. 

32  Upon  this  Judas  removed  from 
the  tower,  and  pitched  in  Bath- 
zacharias,  over  against  the  king's 
camp. 

33  Then  the  king  rising  very  ear- 
ly marched  fiercely  with  his  host 
toward  Bathzacharias,  where  his 
armies  made  them  ready  to  battle, 
and  sounded  the  trumpets. 

34  And  to  the  end  they  might 
provoke  the  elephants  to  fight,  they 
shewed  them  the  blood  of  grapes 
and  mulberries. 

35  Moreover  they  divided  tlie 
beasts  among  the  armies,  and  for 
every  elephant  they  appointed  a 
tlwusand  men,  armed  with  coats  of 
mail,  and  with  lielmets  of  brass  on 
their  heads ;  and  beside  this,  for 
every  beast  were  ordained  five  hun- 
dred horsemen  of  the  best. 

36  These  were  ready  at  every  oc- 
casion :  wheresoever  the  beast  was, 
and  whithersoever  the  beast  went, 
they  went  also,  neither  departed 
they  from  him. 

37  And  upon  the  beasts  were  there 


strong  towers  of  wood,  which  cover- 
ed every  one  of  them,  and  were 
girt  fast  unto  them  with  devices : 
there  were  also  upon  every  one  two 
and  thirty  strong  men,  that  fought 
upon  them,  beside  the  Indian  that 
ruled  him. 

38  As  for  the  remnant  of  the 
horsemen,  they  set  them  on  this 
side  and  that  side  at  the  two  parts 
of  the  host,  giving  them  signs  what 
to  do,  and  being  harnessed  all  over 
amidst  the  ranks. 

39  Now  when  the  sun  shone  upon 
the  shields  of  gold  and  brass,  the 
mounfcuns  glistered  therewith,  and 
shined  like  lamps  of  fire. 

40  So  part  of  the  king's  army 
being  spread  upon  the  high  moun- 
tains, and  part  on  the  valleys  below, 
they  marched  on  safely  and  in  order. 

41  Wherefore  all  that  heard  the 
noise  of  their  multitude,  and  the 
marching  of  the  company,  and  the 
rattling  of  the  harness,  were  moved: 
for  the  army  was  very  great  and 
mighty. 

^  Then  Judas  and  his  host  drew 
near,  and  entered  into  battle,  and 
there  were  slain  of  the  king's  army 
six  hundred  men. 

43  T  Eleazar  also,  sumamed  Sa- 
varan,  perceiving  that  one  of  the 
beasts,  armed  with  royal  liamess, 
was  higher  than  all  the  rest,  and 
supposing  that  the  king  was  upon 
him, 

44  Put  himself  in  jeopardy,  to  the 
end  he  might  deliver  his  people, 
and  get  him  a  perpetual  name : 

45  Wherefore  he  ran  upon  him 
courageously  through  the  midst  of 
the  battle,  slaying  on  the  right  hand 
and  on  the  left,  so  that  they  were 
divided  from  him  on  both  sides. 

46  Which  done,  he  crept  under 
the  elephant,  and  thrust  him  imder, 
and  slew  him :  whereupon  the  ele- 
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pliant  fell    do^vn   upon  him,   and 
there  he  died. 

47  Howbeit  the  rest  of  the  Jews 
seeing  the  strength  of  the  king,  and 
the  violence  of  his  forces,  turned 
away  from  them. 

48  ^  Then  the  king's  army  went 
up  to  Jerusalem  to  meet  them,  and 
the  king  pitched  his  tents  against 
Judea,  and  against  mount  Sion. 

49  But  with  til  em  that  were  in 
Bethsura  he  made  peace :  for  they 
came  out  of  the  city,  because  they 
had  no  victuals  there  to  endure 
the  siege,  it  being  a  year  of  rest 
to  the  land. 

60  So  the  king  took  Bethsura,  and 
set  a  garrison  there  to  keep  it. 

51  As  for  the  sanctuary,  he  be- 
sieged it  many  days :  and  set  there 
artillery  with  engines  and  instru- 
ments to  cast  fire  and  stones,  and 
pieces  to  cast  darts  and  slings. 

62  Whereupon  they  also  made 
engin&s  against  their  engines,  and 
held  them  battle  a  long  season. 

53  Yet  at  the  last,  their  vessels 
being  without  victuals,  (for  that  it 
wai3  the  seventh  year,  and  they  in 
Judea,  that  were  delivered  from 
the  Gentiles,  had  eaten  up  the  re- 
sidue of  the  store ;) 

64  There  were  but  a  few  left  in 
tlie  sanctuary,  because  the  famine 
did  so  prevail  against  them,  that 
they  were  fain  to  disperse  them- 
selves, every  man  to  his  own  place. 

55  At  that  time  Lysias  heard  say, 
that  Philip,  wliom  Antiochus  the 
king,  whiles  he  lived,  had  appointed 
to  bring  up  his  son  Antiochus,  that 
he  might  he  king, 

56  Was  returned  out  of  Persia  and 
Media,  and  the  king's  host  also  that 
•went  with  him,  and  that  he  sought 
to  take  unto  him  the  ruling  of  the 
affairs. 

57  Wherefore  he  went  in  all  haste, 


and  said  to  the  king  and  tlie  cap- 
tains of  the  host  and  the  company. 
We  decjiy  daily,  and  our  victuals 
are  but  small,  and  the  place  we  lay 
siege  unto  is  strong,  and  the  affairs 
of  the  kingdom  lie  upon  us: 

68  Now  therefore  let  us  be  friends 
with  these  men,  and  make  peace 
with  them,  and  with  all  their  nation ; 

69  And  covenant  with  tliem;  that 
they  shall  live  after  their  laws,  as 
they  did  before  :  for  they  are  there- 
fore displeased,  and  have  done  all 
tliese  things,  because  we  abolished 
their  laws. 

60  So  the  king  and  the  princes 
were  content:  wherefore  he  sent 
unto  them  to  make  peace;  and  they 
accepted  thereof. 

61  Also  the  king  and  the  princes 
made  an  oath  unto  them:  whereup- 
on they  wont  out  of  the  strong  hold. 

62  Then  the  king  entered  into 
mount  Sion ;  but  when  he  saw  the 
strength  of  the  place,  he  brake  his 
oath  tliat  be  had  made,  and  gave 
commandment  to  pull  down  the 
wall  round  about. 

63  Afterward  departed  he  in  all 
haste,  and  returned  unto  Antiochia, 
where  he  found  Philip  to  be  master 
of  the  city :  so  he  fought  agaiiLst 
him,  and  took  the  city  by  force. 

CHAPTER  VII. 

1  Antiochus  it  $lain,  and  Demetrius  reigneth.  in 
his  stead.  6  Alcimus  would  be  high  priest,  and 
complaineth  of  Judas  to  the  ting.  16  He  slay- 
eth  threescore  Assideans.  43  Nicanw  is  sUiin, 
and  the  king's  forces  are  defeated  by  Judas. 
*9  The  day  of  mis  victory  it  kept  holy  every 
year. 

IN  the  hundred  and  one  and  fif- 
tieth year  Demetrius  the  son  of 
Suleucus  departed  from  Pome,  and 
came  up  with  a  few  men  unto  a  city 
of  the  sea  coast,  and  reigned  there. 

2  And  as  he  entered  into  the  pa- 
lace of  his  ancestors,  so  it  was,  that 
his  forces  had  taken  Antiochus  and 
Lysias,  to  bring  them  unto  him. 
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3  Wherefore,  when  he  knew  it,  he 
said.  Let  me  not  see  their  faces. 

4  So  his  host  sleiw  them.  Now 
when  Demetrius  was  set  upon  the 
throne  of  his  kingdom, 

6  There  came  unto  him  all  tlie 
wicked  and  imgodly  men  of  Israel, 
having  Alcimus,  who  was  desirous 
to  be  high  priest,  for  their  captain : 

6  And  they  accused  tlie  people  to 
the  king,  saying,  Judas  and  Ids 
brethren  have  sla^n  all  thy  friends, 
and  driven  us  out  of  our  own 
land, 

7  Now  therefore  send  some  man 
whom  thou  trustest,  and  let  him  go 
and  see  what  havock  he  hath  made 
among  us,  and  in  the  king's  land> 
and  let  him  punish  them  with  ail 
til  em  that  aid  them. 

8  Then  the  king  chose  Bacchides, 
a  friend  of  the  king,  who  ruled  be- 
yond the  flood,  and  was  a  great 
man  in  the  kingdom,  and  faithful 
to  the  king. 

9  And  him  he  sent  with  that  wick- 
ed Alcimus,  whom  he  made  high 
priest,  and  commanded  that  he 
«liould  take  vengeance  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel. 

10  So  they  departed,  and  came 
with  a  great  power  into  the  land 
of  Judea,  where  they  sent  messen- 
gers to  Judas  and  his  bretliren  with 
l)eaceable  words  deceitfully. 

11  But  they  gave  no  heed  to  their 
words  ;  for  liey  saw  that  they  were 
come  with  a  great  power. 

12  Then  did  there  assemble  imto 
Alcimus  and  Bacchides  a  company 
of  scribes,  to  reqtiire  justice. 

13  Now  the  Assideans  were  the 
first  among  the  children  of  Israel 
that  sought  peace  of  them  : 

14  For  said  they,  One  that  is  a 
priest  of  the  seed  of  Aaron  is  come 
with  this  ai-my,  and  he  will  do  us 
no  wrong. 


16  So  he  spake  imto  tliem  peaci- 
ably,  and  sware  unto  them,  saying, 
We  will  procure  the  harm  neither 
of  you  nor  your  friends. 

16  Whereupon  they  believed  him  : 
liowheit  he  took  of  them  tliieestore 
men,  and  slew  them  in  one  day, 
according  to  the  words  which  he 
wrote, 

17  The  flesh  of  thy  saints  liatt 
ttiey  cast  out,  and  their  blood  have 
they  shed  round  about  Jerusalem, 
and  there  was  none  to  bury  them. 

18  Wherefore  the  fear  and  dread 
of  them  fell  upon  all  the  people, 
who  said.  There  is  neither  truth 
nor  righteousness  in  them ;  for  they 
have  broken  the  covenant  and  oiitli 
that  they  made. 

19  After  this  removed  Bacchides 
from  Jerusalem,  and  pitched  his 
tents  in  Bezeth,  wliere  he  sent  and 
took  many  of  the  men  that  had  for- 
saken him,  and  certain  of  the  people 
also,  and  when  he  had  slain  them, 
he  cast  them  into  the  gi'eat  pit. 

20  Then  committed  he  the  coun- 
try to  Alcimus,  and  left  with  him 
a  power  to  aid  him :  so  Bacchides 
went  to  the  king. 

21  But  Alcimus  contendied  for  the 
high  priesthood. 

22  And  unto  him  resorted  all 
such  as  troubled  the  people,  wlio, 
after  they  had  gotten  the  land  of 
Juda  into  their  power,  did  much 
hurt  in  Israel. 

23  Now  when  Judas  saw  all  the 
mischief  that  Alcimus  and  his  com- 
pany had  done  among  the  Israel- 
ites, even  above  the  heathen, 

24  He  went  out  into  all  the  coasts 
of  Judea  round  about,  and  took  ven- 
geance of  them  that  had  revolted 
from  him,  so  that  they  dm-st  no 
more  go  forth  into  the  coimtry. 

25  On  the  other  side,  when  Al- 
cimus saw  that  Judas  and  his  com- 
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pany  bad  gotten  the  upper  hand, 
and  knew  that  he  was  not  ahle  to 
abide  their  force,  he  went  again  to 
the  king,  and  said  all  the  worst  of 
tliem  that  he  could. 

26  Then  the  king  rent  Nicanor, 
one  of  bis  honourable  princes,  a 
man  that  bare  deadly  hate  unto 
Israel,  with  commaninent  to  de- 
stroy the  people. 

27  So  Nicanor  came  to  Jerusalem 
with  a  great  force ;  and  sent  unto 
Judas  and  his  brethren  deceitfully 
with  friendly  words,  saying, 

28  Let  there  be  no  tettle  be- 
tween me  and  yoit;  I  will  come 
^ith  a  few  men,  that  I  may  see 
you  in  peace. 

29  He  c-ame  tticrefore  to  Judas, 
and  they  saluttd  one  another  peace- 
ably. Howbeit  Ihe  enemies  were 
prepared  to  take  away  Judas  by 
violence. 

30  Which  thing  after  it  was  known 
to  Judas,  te  tcit,  that  he  came  unto 
bim  with  deceit,  he  was  sore  afraid 
of  him,  and  would  see  his  face  no 
more. 

31  Nicanor  also,  when  he  saw  that 
his  counsel  was  discovered,  went 
out  to  fight  against  Judas  beside 
Capharsalama : 

32  "Where  there  were  slain  of  Ni- 
canor's  side  about  five  thousand 
men,  and  the  rest  fled  into  tlie  city 
of  David. 

33  After  this  went  Nieanor  up  to 
mount  Sion,  and  there  came  out  of 
the  sanctuary  certain  of  the  priests 
and  certain  of  the  elders  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  falute  him  peaceably,  and  to 
sliew  him  the  burnt  sacrifice  that 
was  offered  for  the  king. 

34  But  he  mocked  them,  and 
laughed  at  them,  and  abused  them 
sJi  imefully,  and  spake  proudly, 

35  And  sware  in  his  wrath,  saying, 
L'liless  Judas  and  his  host  be  now 


delivered  into  my  hands,  if  ever  I 
come  again  in  safety,  I  will  bum  up 
this  house :  and  with  that  he  went 
out  in  a  great  rage. 

36  Then  the  priests  entered  in, 
and  stood  before  the  altar  and  the 
temple,  weeping,  and  saying, 

37  Thou,  0  Lord,  didst  choose 
this  house  to  be  called  by  thy  name, 
and  to  be  a  house  of  prayer  and 
petition  for  thy  people : 

38  Be  avenged  of  this  man  and 
his  host,  and  let  them  fall  by  the 
sword:  remember  their  blasphe- 
mies, and  suffer  them  not  to  con- 
tinue any  longer. 

39  So  Nieauoii  went  out  of  Je- 
rusalem, and  pitched  his  tents  in 
Bethhoron,  where  an  host  out  of 
SjTia  met  him. 

40  But  Judas  pitched'  in  Adasa 
with  three  thousand  men,  and  there 
he  prayed,  saying, 

41  6  Lord,  when  they  that  were 
sent  from  the  king  of  the  Assyrians 
bla-sphemed,  thine  angel  went  out, 
and  smote  an  hundred  fourscore 
and  five  tlion-and  of  them. 

42  Even  so  destroy  thou  this  hoht. 
before  US  this  day,  that  the  rt*! 
may  know  that  he  hath  spoken  blas- 
phemously against  thy  sanctuary, 
and  judge  thou  him  according  to 
his  wickedness. 

43  So  the  thirteenth  day  of  the 
month  Adar  Uie  hosts  joined  bat- 
tle :  but  Nicanor's  host  was  discom- 
fited, and  he  himself  was  first  slain 
in  the  battle. 

44  Now  when  Nicanor's  host  saw 
that  be  was  slain,  they  cast  away 
their  weapons,  and  fled. 

45  Then  they  pursued  after  them 
a  day's  journey,  from  Adasa  unto 
Gazera,  sounding  an  alarm  after 
them  with  their  tnunpets. 

46  Whereupon  they  came  forth 
out  of  all  the  towns  of  Judea  round 
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about,  and  closed  them  in ;  so  that 
they,  turning  hack  upon  them  that 
pursued  them,  were  all  slain  with 
the  sword,  and  not  one  of  them 
was  left. 

47  Afterwards  they  took  the  spoils, 
and  the  prey,  and  smote  off  Nica- 
nor's  head,  and  his  riglit  hand,  wliich 
he  stretched  out  so  proudly,  and 
brought  them  away,  and  hanged 
them  up  toward  Jerusalem. 

48  For  this  cause  the  people  re- 
joiced greatly,  and  they  kept  that 
day  a  day  of  great  gladness. 

49  Moreover  they  ordained  to 
keep  yearly  this  day,  being  the 
thirteenth  of  Adar. 

50  Thus  the  land  of  Juda  was  in 
rest  a  little  while. 


CHAPTEE  yni. 


1  Juda»  i$  informed  of  the  pmeer  and  fxMcy 
of  the  Ramans,  20  and  maketh  a  leas 
them.    24  XTie  articlet  of  that  leagtte. 


league  vailn 


NOW  Judas  had  heard  of  the 
fame  of  the  Bomans,  that  they 
were  mighty  and  valiant  men,  and 
such  as  would  lovingly  accept  all 
that  joined  themselves  unto  them, 
and  make  a  league  of  amity  Avith 
all  that  came  unto  them ; 

2  And  that  they  were  men  of 
great  valour.  It  was  told  him  also 
of  their  wars  and  noble  acts  which 
they  had  done  among  tlie  Gala- 
tians,  and  how  they  had  conquered 
them,  and  brought  them  under  tri- 
bute ; 

3  And  what  they  had  done  in 
the  country  of  Spain,  for  the  win- 
ning of  the  mines  of  the  silver 
and  gold  which  is  there ; 

4  And  tliat  by  their  policy  and 
patience  they  had  conquered  all 
the  place,  though  it  were  very  far 
from  them  ;  and  the  kings  also  that 
came  against  them  from  the  utter- 
most f)art  of  the  earth,  till  they  had 
discomfited  them,  and  given  them 


a  great  overthrow,  so  that  tlie  rest 
did  give  them  tribute  every  year : 

6  Beside  this,  how  they  had  dis- 
comfited in  battle  Philip,  and  Per- 
seus, king  of  the  Citims,  with  others 
that  lifted  up  themselves  against 
them,  and  had  overcome  them : 

6  How  also  Antiochus  the  great 
king  of  Asia,  that  came  against 
them  in  battle,  having  an  hundred 
and  twenty  elephants,  with  horee- 
men,  and  chariots,  and  a  very  great 
army,  was  discomfited  by  them  ; 

7  And  how  they  took  him  alive, 
and  covenanted  that  he  and  such 
as  reigned  after  him  should  pay 
a  great  tribute,  and  give  hostages, 
and  that  which  was  agreed  upon, 

8  And  the  country  of  India,  and 
Media,  and  Lydia,  and  of  the  good- 
liest countries,  which  tliey  took  of 
him,  and  ^gave  to  king  Eumenes : 

9  Moreover  how  the  Grecians 
had  determined  to  come  and  de- 
stroy them  ; 

10  And  that  they,  having  know- 
ledge thereof,  sent  agaii)st  them  a 
coi-tain  captain,  and  fighting  with 
them  slew  many  of  them,  and  car- 
ried away  captives  their  wives  and 
their  children,  and  spoiled  them, 
and  took  possession  of  their  lands, 
and  pulled  down  their  strong  holds, 
and  brouglit  them  to  be  their  ser- 
vants unto  this  day : 

Hit  was  told  him  besides,  how  they 
destroyed  and  brought  under  their 
dominion  all  other  kingdoms  and 
isles  that  at  any  time  resisted  them ; 

12  But  with  their  friends  and 
such  as  relied  upon  them  they  kept 
amity :  and  tliat  they  had  conquer- 
ed kingdoms  both  far  and  nigh,  in- 
somuch as  all  that  heard  of  their 
name  were  afraid  of  them : 

13  Also  that,  whom  they  would 
help  to  a  kingdom,  those  reign ; 
and  whom  agaui  they  would,  they 
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displace :   finally,  that  they  were 
greatly  exalted : 

14  Yet  for  all  this  none  of  them 
■wore  a  crown,  or  was  clothed  in 
purple,  to  be  magnified  thereby : 

15  Moreover  how  they  had  made 
for  themselves  a  senate  house,  where- 
in thre^  hvmdred  and  twenty  men 
sat  in  council  daily,  consulting  al- 
way  for  the  people,  to  the  end  they 
might  be  well  ordered  : 

16  And  that  they  committed  their 
government  to  one  man  evei^  year, 
who  ruled  over  all  their  country, 
and  that  all  were  obedient  io  that 
one,  and  that  there  was  neither 
envy  nor  emulation  among  them. 

17  In  consideration  of  these  things, 
Judas  chose  Eupolermis  the  son  of 
John,  (he  son  of  Accos,  and  Jason 
the  son  of  Eleazar,  and  sent  them 
to  Eome,  to  make  a  league  of  amity 
and  confederacy  with  them, 

18  And  to  intreat  them  that  ihey 
would  take  the  yoke  from  them  ; 
for  they  saw  that  the  kingdom  of 
the  Grecians  did  oppress  Israel 
with  servitude. 

19  They  went  therefore  to  Eome, 
which  was  a  very  great  journey, 
and  came  into  the  senate,  where 
they  spake  and  said, 

20  Judas  IVIaccalieus  with  his  bre- 
thren, and  the  people  of  the  Jews, 
have  sent  us  unto  you,  to  make  a 
confederacy  and  peace  with  you,  and 
that  we  might  be  registered  your 
confederates  and  fiiends. 

21  So  that  matter  pleased  the 
Eomans  well. 

22  And  this  is  the  copy  of  the 
epistle  which  the  senate  wrote  hack 
again  in  tables  of  bi-ass,  and  sent 
to  Jenisalem,  that  there  they  might 
have  by  tliem  a  memoiial  of  peace 
and  confederacy : 

23  Good  success  he  to  the  Eomans, 
and  to  the  people  of  the  Jews,  by 
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sea  and  by  land  for  ever:  tlie  sword 
also  and  enemy  be  far  from  them. 

24  If  there  come  first  any  war 
upon  the  Eomans  or  any  of  their 
confederates  throughout  all  their 
dominion, 

25  The  people  of  the  Jews  shall 
help  them,  as  the  time  shall  he 
appointed,  with  all  their  heart: 

26  Neither  shall  they  give  any 
thing  imto  them  tliat  make  war 
upon  them,  or  aid  them  with  vic- 
tuals, weapons,  money,  or  ships,  as 
it  hath  seemed  good  imto  the  Eo- 
mans ;  hut  they  sliall  keep  their 
covenants  without  taking  any  thing 
therefore. 

27  In  the  same  manner  also,  if 
war  come  first  upon  the  nation  of 
the  Jews,  the  Eomans  shall  help 
them  with  all  their  heart,  accord- 
ing as  the  time  shall  be  appointed 
them : 

28  "Neither  shall  victuals  be  given 
to  them  that  take  part  against  tliem, 
or  weapons,  or  money,  or  ships,  as  it 
hath  seemed  good  to  the  Eomans ; 
hut  they  shall  keep  their  covenants, 
and  that  without  deceit. 

29  According  to  these  articles  did 
the  Eomans  make  a  covenant  with 
the  people  of  the  Jews. 

30  Howbeit  if  hereafter  the  one 
pnrty  or  the  other  shall  think  meet 
to  add  or  diminish  any  thing,  they 
may  do  it  at  tlieir  pleasures,  and 
whatsoever  they  shall  add  or  take 
away  shall  be  ratified. 

31  And  as  toucliing  the  evils 
thiit  Demetrius  doeth  to  the  Jews, 
we  have  written  unto  him,  saying, 
Wherefore  hast  thou  made  thy  yoke 
heavy  upon  our  friends  and  con- 
federates tlie  Jews  ? 

32  If  therefore  they  complain  any 
more  against  tliee,  we  will  do  them 
justice,  and  fight  with  thee  by  sea 
and  by  land. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

1  Alcimut  and  Bacchidet  come  again  witJi  new 
forces  itUo  Jmlea.  7  27ie  army  of  Judas  flee 
from  him,  17  and  he  is  slain.  30  Jonathan  it 
in  his  place,  40  and  revengeth  his  brother 
John's  qvarreU  55  Alctmtis  is  plagued,  and 
dieth.  70  Baeckidet  maketh  peace  icith  Jona- 
than. 

FURTHERMORE  when  Deme- 
trius heard  that  Nicanor  and 
his  host  were  slain  in  battle,  he 
sent  Bacchides  and  Alcimus  into  the 
land  of  Judea  the  second  time,  and 
with  them  the  chief  strength  of  his 
host: 

2  Who  went  forth  by  the  way  that 
leadeth  to  Galgala,  and' pitched  their 
tents  before  Masaloth,  whieh  is  in 
Arbela,  and  after  they  had  won  it, 
they  slew  much  people. 

3  Ako  the  finst  month  of  th» 
hundred)  fifty  and  seoond'  year  they 
encamped  before  Jenisalem : 

4  From  whence  they  lemovedi 
and  went  to  Berea,  with  twenty 
thousand  footmen  and  two  thou- 
sand horsemen^ 

6  Now  Judas  had  pitched  his 
tents  at  Eleasa,  and'  thiee  thou- 
sand chosen  men  witli  him  : 

6  Who  seeing  the  multitude  of 
the  other  army  to  be  so  great  were 
sore  afraid;  whereupon  many  con- 
veyed themselves  out  of  the  host, 
insomuch  as  there  abode  of  them 
no  more  but  eight  hundred)  men. 

7  When  Judas  therefore  saw  that 
his  host  slipt  away,  and  that  the 
battle  pressed  upon  him,  he  was 
sore  troubled  in  mind,  and  much 
distressed,  for  that  he  had  no  time 
to  gather  tliem  together. 

8  Nevertheless  imto  tliem  that 
remained  he  said^  Let  us  arise  and 
go  up  against  our  enemies,  if  per- 
adventure  we  may  be  able  to  fight 
with  them. 

9  But  they  dehorted  him,  say- 
ing, AVe  shall  never  be  able:  let 
us  now  rather  save  our  lives,  and 


hereafter  we  will  return  with  our 
brethren,  and  figlit  against  them : 
for  we  are  but  few. 

10  Then  Judas  said,  God  forbid 
that  I  should  do  this  tiling,  and 
flee  away  from  them :  if  our  time 
be  come,  let  us  die  manfully  for 
our  brethren,  and  let  us  u(Jt  stain 
our  honour. 

11  With  that  the  host  of  Bac- 
chides removed  out  of  their  tents, 
and  stood  over  against  them,  their 
horsemen  being  divided  into  two 
troops,  and  their  slingers  and  arch- 
ers going  before  tlie  host,  and  they 
that  marched  in  the  foreward  were 
all  miglity  men. 

12  As  for  Bacchides,  he  was  in 
the  riglit  wing:  so  the  host  drew 
near  on  the  two  parts,  and  sounded 
their  tnmipets.. 

13  1  hey  also  of  Judas'  side,  even 
they  sounded  their  trumpets  also, 
so  that  the  earth  shook  at  tlie 
noise  of  the  annies,  and  the  battle 
continued  from  morning  till  night. 

14  Now  when  Judas  perceived 
that  Bacchides  and  the  strength  of 
his  army  wene  on  the  right  side,  he 
took  wiUi  him  all  the  hardy  men, 

1)5  Who  discomfited  the  right 
wing,  and  pursued  them  unto  the 
mount  Azotus. 

18  But  when  they  of  the  left  wing 
saw  tiiat  they  of  the  right  wing  were 
discomfited,  they  followed  upon  Ju- 
das and  thase  that  wene  with  him 
hard  at  the  heels  from  behind : 

17  Whereupon  there  was  a  sore 
battle,  insomuch  as  many  were 
slain  on  both  parts. 

18  Judas  also  wa.s  killed,  and  the 
remnant  fled; 

19  Tlien  Jonathan  and  Simon 
took  Judas  their  brother,  and  bu- 
ried him  in  the  sepulchre  of  his 
fathers  in  Modin. 

20  Moreover  they  bewailed  him, 
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and  all  Israel  made  great  lamen- 
tation for  him,  and  mourned  many 
days,  saying, 

21  How  is  the  valiant  man  fallen, 
that  delivered  Israel ! 

22  As  for  the  other  things  con- 
cerning Judas  and  his  wars,  and 
the  noble  acts  which  he  did,  and 
his  greatness,  they  are  not  written : 
for  they  were  very  many. 

23  t  Now  after  the  death  of  Ju- 
das the  wicked  began  to  put  forth 
their  heads  in  all  the  coasts  of  Is- 
rael, and  there  arose  up  all  such 
as  MTought  iniquity. 

24  In  those  days  also  was  there 
a  very  great  famine,  by  reason 
whereof  the  countiy  revolted,  and 
went  with  them. 

25  Then  Bacchides  chose  the 
wicked  men,  and  made  them  lords 
of  the  country. 

26  And  they  made  enquiry  and 
search  for  Judas*  friends,  and 
brought  them  unto  Bacchides,  who 
took  vengeance  of  them,  and  used 
them  despitefully. 

27  So  was  there  a  great  affliction 
in  Lsrael,  the  like  whereof  was  not 
since  the  time  tliat  a  prophet  was 
not  seen  among  them. 

28  For  this  cause  all  Judas' 
friends  came  together,  and  said 
unto  Jonathan, 

29  Since  thy  brother  Judas  died, 
we  have  no  man  like  him  to  go 
forth  against  our  enemies,  and  Bac- 
chides, and  against  them  of  oiu: 
nation  that  are  adversaries  to  us. 

30  Now  therefore  we  have  chosen 
thee  tliis  day  to  be  our  prince  and 
captain  in  his  stead,  that  thou  may- 
est  fight  our  battles. 

31  Upon  this  Jonathan  took  the 
governance  upon  him  at  that  time, 
and  rose  up  instead  of  his  brother 
Judas. 

32  But  when  Bacchides  gat  know- 
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ledge  thereof,  he  sought  for  to  slay 
him. 

33  Then  Jonathan,  and  Simon  his 
brother,  and  all  that  were  witli 
him,  perceiving  that,  fled  into  the 
wilderness  of  Thecoe,  and  pitched 
their  tents  by  the  water  of  the 
pool  Asphar. 

34  Which  when  Bacchides  under- 
stood, he  came  near  to  JoKlan  with 
all  his  host  upon  the  sabbath  flay. 

35  Now  Jonathan  had  sent  his 
brother  John,  a  captain  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  pray  his  friends  the  Nal«th- 
ites,  that  they  might  leave  with 
them  their  caniage,  which  was 
much. 

36  But  the  children  of  Jambri 
came  out  of  Medaba,  and  took 
John,  and  all  that  he  had,  and 
went  their  way  with  it. 

37  After  this  came  word  to  Jona- 
than and  Simon  his  biother,  that 
the  children  of  Jambri  made  a 
great  mamage,  and  were  bringing 
the  bride  from  Nadabatha  with  a 
great  train,  as  being  the  daughter 
of  one  of  the  great  princes  of  Cha- 
naan. 

38  Therefore  they  remembt-red 
John  their  brotlier,  and  went  up, 
and  hid  themselves  under  the  co- 
vert of  the  moimtain : 

39  Where  they  lifted  up  their 
eyes,  and  looked,  and,  behold,  there 
was  much  ado  and  great  carriage : 
and  the  bridegroom  came  forth,  and 
his  friends  and  brethren,  to  meet 
them  with  drums,  and  instmments 
of  musick,  and  many  weapons. 

40  Then  Jonathan  and  they  that 
were  with  him  rose  up  against 
them  from  the  place  where  they 
lay  in  ambush,  and  made  a  slaugh- 
ter of  them  in  such  sort,  as  many 
fell  down  dead,  and  the  remnant 
fled  into  the  mountain,  and  they 
took  all  their  spoils. 
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41  Thus  was  the  rnarriage  turned 
into  mourning,  and  the  noise  of 
their  melody  into  lamentation. 

42  So  when  they  had  avenged 
fully  the  blood  of  their  brother, 
they  tiu'ued  again  to  the  marsh  of 
Jordan. 

43  Now  when  Baccliides  heaj-d 
hereof,  he  came  on  the  sabbath 
day  imto  the  banks  of  Jordan  with 
a  great  power. 

44  Then  Jonathan  said  to  liis 
company.  Let  us  go  up  now  and 
fight  for  our  lives,  for  it  standeth 
not  with  us  to  day,  as  in  time 
past: 

45  For,  behold,  the  battle  is  be- 
fore us  and  behind  us,  and  the 
water  of  Jordan  on  this  side  and 
that  side,  the  marsh  likewise  and 
wood,  neither  is  there  place  for  us 
to  turn  aside. 

46  Wherefore  cry  ye  now  unto 
heaven,  that  ye  may  be  delivered 
from  the  hand  of  your  enemies. 

47  With  that  they  joined  battle, 
and  Jonathan  stretched  forth  his 
hand  to  smite  Bacchides,  but  he 
turned  back  from  him. 

48  Then  Jonathan  and  they  that 
weie  with  him  leapt  into  Jordan, 
and  swam  over  unto  the  farther 
bank :  howbeit  the  other  passed  not 
over  Jordan  unto  them. 

49  So  there  were  slain  of  Bac- 
chides' side  that  day  about  a  thou- 
sand men. 

50  Afterward  returned  Bacchides 
to  Jerusalem,  and  repaired  the 
strong  cities  in  Judea ;  the  fort  in 
Jericho,  and  Emmaus,  and  Beth- 
horon,  and  Bethel,  and  Thamnatha, 
Pharathoni,  and  Taphon,  these  did 
he  strengthen  with  high  walls,  with 
gates,  and  with  bars. 

51  And  in  them  he  set  a  garrison, 
that  they  inight  work  malice  upc«i 
Israel.  .  .    :,   •   : .-  .-..  ■.     - 


52  He  fortified  also  the  city  Beth- 
sura,  and  Gazara,  and  the  tower, 
and  put  forces  in  them,  and  provi- 
sion of  victuals. 

53  Besides,  he  took  the  chief 
men's  sons  in  the  country  for  host- 
ages, and  put  them  into  the  tower 
at  Jerusalem  to  be  kept. 

54  Moreover  in  the  hundred  fifty 
and  thiid  year,  in  the  second  month, 
Alcimus  commanded  that  the  wall 
of  the  inner  couii  of  the  sanctuary 
should  be  pulled  down ;  he  pulled 
down  also  the  works  of  the  prophets. 

55  And  as  he  began  to  pull 
down,  even  at  that  time  was  Alci- 
mus plagued,  and  his  enterprizes 
hindered :  for  his  mouth  was  stop- 
ped, and  he  was  taken  with  a  palsy, 
so  that  he  could  no  more  speak 
any  thing,  nor  give  order  concern- 
ing his  house. 

56  So  Alcimus  died  at  that  time 
with  great  tonnent. 

57  Now  when  Bacchides  saw  that 
Alcimus  was  dead,  he  returned  to 
the  king :  Avhereupon  the  land  of 
Judea  was  in  rest  two  years. 

58  Then  all  the  ungodly  men 
held  a  council,  saying.  Behold, 
Jonathan  and  his  company  are  at 
ease,  and  dwell  without  care  :  now 
therefore  we  will  bring  Bacchides 
hither,  who  shall  take  them  all  in 
one  night. 

59  So  they  went  and  consulted 
with  him. 

60  Then  removed  he,  and  came 
with  a  great  host,  and  sent  letters 
privily  to  his  adherents  in  Judea, 
that  they  should  take  Jonathan  and 
those  that  were  with  him :  how- 
beit they  could  not,  because  their 
counsel  was  known  unto  them.   : 

61  Wherefore  they  took  of.tJie 
men  of  the  country,  that  wera  au- 
thors of  that  mischief,  about  fifty 
pe^ions,  and  slew  them,      ...    .; 
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62  Aftenvard  Jonathan,  and  Si- 
mon, and  they  that  were  with  him, 
got  them  away  to  Bethbasi,  which 
is  in  the  wilderness,  and  they  re- 
paired the  decays  thereof,  and  made 
it  strong. 

63  Which  thing  when  Bacchides 
knew,  he  gathered  together  all  his 
host,  and  sent  word  to  them  that 
were  of  Judea. 

64  Then  went  he  and  laid  siege 
against  Bethbasi ;  and  they  fought 
against  it  a  long  season,  and  made 
engines  of  war. 

65  But  Jonathan  left  his  brother 
Simon  in  the  city,  and  went  forth 
himself  into  the  country,  and  with 
a  certain  number  went  he  forth. 

66  And  he  smote  Odonarkes  and 
his  brethren,  and  the  childi'en  of 
Phasiron  in  their  tent. 

67  And  when  he  began  to  smite 
them,  and  came  up  with  his  forces, 
Simon  and  his  company  went  out 
of  the  city,  and  burned  up  the  en- 
gines of  war, 

68  And  fought  against  Bacchides, 
who  was  discomfited  by  them,  and 
they  afilicted  him  sore :  for  his 
coimsel  and  travail  was  in  vain. 

69  Wherefore  he  was  very  wroth 
at  the  •fticked  men  that  gave  him 
counsel  to  come  into  the  country, 
insomuch  as  he  slew  many  of  them, 
and  purposed  to  return  into  his 
own  coimtry. 

70  Whereof  when  Jonathan  had 
knowledge,  he  sent  ambassadors 
imto  him,  to  the  end  he  should 
make  peace  with  him,  and  deliver 
them  the  prisoners. 

71  W^hich  thing  be  accepted,  and 
did  according  to  his  demands,  and 
sware  nnto  him  that  he  would 
never  do  him  harm  all  the  days 
of  his  life. 

72  A\hen  therefore  he  had  re- 
.  stored  unto  him  the  prisoners  that 


he  had  taken  aforetime  out  of  the 
land  of  Judea,  he  returned  and 
went  his  way  into  his  own  land, 
neither  came  he  any  more  into 
their  borders. 

73  Thus  the  sword  ceased  from  Is- 
rael :  but  Jonathan  dwelt  at  Mach- 
mas,  and  began  to  govern  the  peo- 
ple; and  he  destroyed  the  ungodly 
men  out  of  Israel. 

CHAPTER  X. 

1  Demetrius  maielh  large  offers  to  have  peace 
icUh  Jonathan.  20  His  tetters  to  the  Jews. 
47  Jonathan  malelh  peace  with  Alexander, 
50  who  killelh  iJemetrius,  58  avd  marrieih 
the  daughter  of  Ptdemeiis.  62  Jonathan  is 
sent  for  by  hiiii,  ami  much  honoured,  75  (und 
prevaileth  against  the  forces  of  Demelriiis 
the  liounger,  84  and  burneth  the  temple  of 
I     JJagon. 

IN  the  hundred  and  sixtieth  year 
Alexander,  the  son  of  Antioclnjs 
j  smnamed  Epiphanes,  went  \ip  and 
j  took  Ptolemais :  for  the  people  had 
I  received  him,  by  means  whereof  he 
reigned  there. 

2  Now  when  king  Demetrius  heard 
thereof,  he  gathered  together  an  ex- 
ceeding gi-eat  host,  and  went  forth 
against  him  to  fight. 

3  ]\Ioreover  Demetrius  sent  letters 
unto  Jonathan  with  loving  words, 
60  as  he  magnified  him. 

4  For  said  he.  Let  us  first  make 
pefice  with  him,  before  he  join  witli 
Alexander  against  us : 

6  Else  he  will  remember  all  the 
evils  that  we  have  done  against 
him,  and  against  his  brethren  and 
his  people. 

6  Wherefore  he  gave  him  auth^ 
rity  to  gather  together  an  host, 
and  to  provide  weapons,  that  be 
might  aid  him  in  battle:  he  conj- 
manded  also  that  the  hostages  that 
were  in  the  tower  should  be  de- 
livered him. 

7  Then  came  Jonathan  to  Jeru- 
salem, and  read  the  letters  in  thp 
audience  of  all  the  people,  and  of 
them  that  were  in  the  tower ;, .     ., 
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8  Who  were  sore  afraid,  when 
they  heard  that  the  king  had 
given  him  authority  to  gather  to- 
gether an  host. 

9  Whereupon  they  of  the  tower 
delivered  their  hostages  unto  Jona- 
than, and  he  delivered  Ihem  unto 
their  parents. 

10  This  done,  Jonathan  settled 
himself  in  Jerusalem,  and  hegan 
to  build  and  repair  the  city. 

11  And  he  commanded  the  work- 
men to  build  the  walls  and  the 
mount  Sion  round  about  with 
square  stones  for  fortification  ;  and 
they  did  so. 

12  Then  the  strangers,  that  were 
in  the  fortresses  which  Bacchides 
had  built,  fled  away ; 

13  Insomuch  as  every  man  left 
his  place,  and  went  into  his  own 
country. 

14  Only  at  Bethsura  certain  of 
those  that  had  forsaken  the  law 
and  the  commandments  remained 
still :  for  it  was  their  place  of  re- 
fuge. 

15  Now  when  king  Alexander  had 
heard  what  promises  Demetrius  had 
sent  unto  Jonathan :  when  also  it 
was  told  him  of  the  battles  and 
noble  acts  which  he  and  his  bre- 
thren had  done,  and  of  the  pains 
that  they  had  endured, 

16  He  said.  Shall  we  find  such 
another  man  ?  now  therefore  we 
will  make  him  our  friend  and  con- 
federate. 

17  Upon  this  he  wrote  a  letter, 
and  sent  it  unto  him,  according  to 
these  words,  saying, 

18  King  Alexander  to  his  brother 
Jonathan  sendeth  greeting : 

19  We  have  heard  of  thee,  that 
thou  art  a  man  of  great  power, 
and  meet  to  be  our  friend. 

20  Wherefore  now  this  day  we 
ordain  thee  to  be  tlie  high  priest 


of  thy  nation,  and  to  be  called 
the  king's  friend  ;  (and  therewithal 
he  sent  him  a  pmple  robe  and  a 
crown  of  gold  :)  and  require  thee 
to  take  our  part,  and  keep  friend- 
ship with  US. 

21  So  in  the  seventh  month  of 
the  himdred  and  sixtieth  year,  at 
the  feast  of  the  tabernacles,  Jona- 
than put  on  the  holy  robe,  and 
gathered  together  forces,  and  pro- 
vided much  armour. 

22  Whereof  when  Demetrius  heard, 
he  was  very  sorry,  and  said, 

23  What  have  we  done,  that  Alex- 
ander hath  prevented  us  in  making 
amity  with  the  Jews  to  strengthen 
himself  1 

24  I  also  will  write  imto  them 
words  of  encouragement,  and  pro- 
mise them  dignities  and  gifts,  that 
I  may  have  their  aid. 

25  He  sent  unto  them  therefore 
to  this  effect :  King  Demetrius  un- 
to the  people  of  the  Jews  sendeth 
greeting : 

26  Whereas  ye  have  kept  cove- 
nants with  us,  and  continued  in 
our  friendship,  not  joining  your- 
selves with  our  enemies,  we  have 
heard  hereof,  and  are  glad. 

27  Wherefore  now  continue  ye 
still  to  be  faithful  unto  us,  and  we 
will  well  recompense  you  for  the 
things  ye  do  in  our  behalf, 

28  And  will  grant  you  many  im- 
munities, and  give  you  rewards, 

29  And  now  do  I  free  you,  and 
for  your  sake  I  release  all  the 
Jews,  from  tributes,  and  from  the 
customs  of  salt,  and  itovx  crown 
taxes, 

30  And  from  that  which  apper- 
taineth  unto  me  to  receive  for  the 
third  part  of  the  seed,  and  the  half 
of  the  fruit  of  the  trees,  I  release 
it  from  this  day  forth,  so  that  they 
shall  not  be  taken  of  the  land  of 
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Judea,  nor  of  the  three  govern- 
ments wliich  are  added  thereunto 
out  of  the  country  of  Samaria  and 
Galilee,  from  this  day  forth  for 
evermore. 

31  Let  Jerusalem  also  he  holy  and 
free,  -n-ith  the  borders  thereof,  both 
from  tenths  and  tributes. 

32  And  as  for  the  tower  which  is 
at  Jerusalem,  I  yield  up  my  autho- 
rity over  it,  and  give  it  to  the  high 
priest,  that  lie  may  set  in  it  such 
men  as  he  sliall  choose  to  keep  it. 

33  ^loreover  I  freely  set  at  liberty 
eveiy  one  of  the  Jews,  that  were 
earned  captives  out  of  the  land  of 
Judea  into  any  part  of  my  kingdom, 
and  I  will  that  all  my  officei-s  remit 
the  tributes  even  of  their  cattle. 

34  Furthennore  I  xcill  that  all 
the  feasts,  and  sabbaths,  and  new 
moons,  and  solemn  days,  and  the 
three  days  before  the  feast,  and  tlie 
three  days  after  the  feast,  shall  be 
all  days  of  immunity  and  freedom 
for  all  the  Jews  in  my  realm. 

35  Also  no  man  shall  have  au- 
thority to  meddle  tcith  them,  or  to 
molest  any  of  them  in  any  matter. 

36  1  will  further,  that  there  be  en- 
rolled among  the  king's  forces  about 
thirty  thousand  men  of  the  Jews, 
imto  whom  pay  shall  be  given,  as 
belongeth  to  all  the  king's  forces. 

37  And  of  them  some  shall  be 
placed  in  the  king's  strong  holds,  of 
whom  also  some  shall  be  set  over 
the  affairs  of  the  kingdom,  which 
are  of  trust :  and  I  will  that  their 
overseers  and  governors  be  of  them- 
selves, and  that  they  live  after  their 
own  laws,  even  as  the  king  hath 
commanded  in  the  land  of  Judea. 

38  And  concerning  the  three  go- 
vernments that  are  added  to  Judea 
from  the  country  of  Samaria,  let 
them  be  joined  with  Judea,  that 
they  may  be  reckoned  to  be  under 


one,  nor  bound  to  obey  other  au- 
thority than  the  high  priest's. 

39  As  for  Ptoleraais,  and  the  land 
pertaining  thereto,  I  give  it  as  a 
iree  gift  to  the  sanctuary  at  Jeru- 
salem for  the  necessary  expences 
of  the  sanctuary. 

40  Moreover  I  give  every  year 
fifteen  thousand  shekels  of  silver 
out  of  the  king's  accomits  from 
the  places  appertaining. 

41  And  all  the  overplus,  which  the 
officers  payed  not  in  as  in  former 
time,  from  henceforth  shall  be  given 
toward  the  works  of  the  temple. 

42  And  beside  this,  the  five  thou- 
sand shekels  of  silver,  which  they 
took  from  the  uses  of  the  temple 
out  of  the  accounts  year  by  yejir, 
even  those  things  shall  be  releas- 
ed, because  they  appertain  to  the 
priests  that  minister. 

43  And  whosoever  they  be  that 
flee  unto  the  temple  at  Jerusalem, 
or  be  within  the  liberties  thereof, 
being  indebted  unto  the  king,  or 
for  any  other  matter,  let  them  be 
at  liberty,  and  all  that  they  have 
in  my  realm. 

44  For  the  building  also  and  re- 
pairing of  the  works  of  the  sanc- 
tuary expences  shall  be  given  of 
the  king's  accounts. 

45  Yea,  and  for  the  building  of 
the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  and  the 
fortifying  thereof  round  about,  ex- 
pences shall  be  given  out  of  the 
king's  accoimts,  as  also  for  the 
buiiding  of  the  walls  in  Judea. 

46  Kow  when  Jonathan  and  the 
people  heard  these  words,  they  gave 
no  credit  unto  them,  nor  received 
them,  because  they  remembered  the 
great  evil  that  he  had  done  in  Is- 
rael ;  for  he  had  afflicted  them  very 
sore. 

47  But  with  Alexander  they  were 
well  pleased,  because  he  was  the 
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first  that  entreated  of  true  peace 
■with  them,  and  they  were  confede- 
rate with  bim  always. 

48  Then  gathered  king  Alexan- 
der great  forces,  and  camped  over 
against  Demetrius. 

49  And  after  the  two  kings  had 
joined  battle,  Demetrius'  host  fled : 
but  Alexander  followed  after  him, 
and  prevailed  against  them. 

60  And  he  continued  the  battle 
very  sore  until  the  sun  went  down : 
and  that  day  was  Demetrius  slain. 

61  Afterward  Alexander  sent  am- 
bassadors to  Ptolemee  king  of  Egypt 
with  a  message  to  tliis  effect: 

52  Forasmucli  as  I  am  come  a- 
gain  to  my  realm,  and  am  set  in 
the  throne  of  my  progenitors,  and 
liave  gotten  the  dominion,  and  over- 
tlirown  Demetrius,  and  recovered 
our  coimtry ; 

53  For  after  I  had  joined  battle 
with  him,  both  he  and  liis  host  was 
discomfited  by  us,  so  that  we  sit  in 
the  throne  of  his  kingdom : 

64  Now  therefore  let  us  make  a 
league  of  amity  t(^ether,  and  give 
me  now  thy  daughter  to  wife  :  and 
I  will  be  tliy  son  in  law,  and  will 
give  both  thee  and  her  gifts  accord- 
ing to  thy  dignity. 

65  Then  Ptolemee  the  king  gave 
answer,  saying,  Happj''  be  the  day 
wherein  thou  didst  return  into  tbe 
land  of  thy  fathers,  and  satest  in 
the  throne  of  their  kingdom. 

66  And  now  will  I  do  to  thee,  as 
thou  hast  written :  meet  me  there- 
fore at  Ptolemais,  that  we  may  see 
one  another ;  for  I  will  maiTy  my 
daughter  to  thee  according  to  thy 
desire. 

67  So  Ptolemee  went  out  of  E- 
gypt  with  his  daughter  Cleopatra, 
and  they  came  unto  Ptolemais  in 
the  hundred  threescore  and  second 
year: 


68  Where  king  Alexander  meet- 
ing liim,  he  gave  imto  him  his 
daughter  Cleopatra,  and  celebrated 
her  marriage  at  Ptolemais  with  great 
glory,  as  the  manner  of  kings  is. 

69  Now  king  Alexander  had  writ- 
ten unto  Jonathan,  that  he  should 
come  and  meet  him. 

60  Who  thereupon  went  honour- 
ably to  Ptolemais,  where  he  met 
the  two  kings,  and  gave  them  and 
their  friends  silver  and  gold,  and 
many  presents,  and  found  favour  in 
their  sight. 

61  At  that  time  certain  pestilent 
fellows  of  Israel,  men  of  a  wicked 
life,  assembled  themselves  against 
him,  to  accuse  him  :  but  the  king 
would  not  hear  them. 

62  Yea  more  than  that,  the  king 
commanded  to  take  off  liis  gar- 
ments, and  clothe  him  in  purple : 
and  they  did  so. 

63  Also  he  made  him  sit  by  him- 
self, and  said  unto  his  princes,  Go 
with  him  into  the  midst  of  the  city, 
and  make  proclamation,  that  no 
man  complain  against  him  of  any 
matter,  and  that  no  man  trouble 
him  for  any  manner  of  cause. 

64  Now  when  his  accusers  saw 
that  he  was  honoured  according  to 
the  proclamation,  and  clothed  in 
purple,  they  fled  all  away. 

65  So  the  king  honoured  him,  and 
wrote  liim  among  his  chief  friends, 
and  made  him  a  duke,  and  partaker 
of  his  dominion. 

66  Afterward  Jonathan  return- 
ed to  Jerusalem  with  peace  and 
gladness. 

67  Furthermore  in  the  hundred 
threescore  and  fifth  year  came  De- 
metiius  son  of  Demetrius  out  of 
Crete  into  the  land  of  his  fathers : 

68  Wliereof  when  king  Alexander 
heard  tell,  he  was  right  soiTy,  and 
returned  into  Antioch. 
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69  Then  Demetrius  made  Apollo 
iiius  the  governor  of  Celosyria  his 
general,  who  gathered  together  a 
great  host,  and  camped  in  Jamnia, 
and  sent  unto  Jonathan  the  high 
priest,  saying, 

70  Thou  alone  liftest  up  thyself 
against  us,  and  I  am  laughed  to 
scorn  for  thy  sake,  and  reproached : 
and  why  dost  tliou  vaunt  thy  power 
against  us  in  the  moimtains  ? 

71  Now  therefore,  if  thou  trustest 
in  tliine  own  strength,  come  down 
to  us  into  the  plain  field,  and 
there  let  us  try  the  matter  toge- 
ther :  for  with  me  is  the  power  of 
the  cities. 

72  Ask  and  learn  who  I  am,  and 
the  rest  that  take  our  part,  and 
they  shall  tell  thee  that  thy  foot  is 
not  able  to  stand  before  our  face ; 
for  thy  fathers  have  been  twice  put 
to  flight  in  their  own  land. 

73  Wherefore  now  thou  shalt  not 
be  able  to  abide  the  horsemen  and 
so  great  a  power  in  the  plain,  where 
is  neither  stone  nor  flint,  nor  place 
to  flee  imto. 

74  So  when  Jonathan  heard  these 
words  of  Apollonius,  he  was  moved 
in  his  mind,  and  choosing  ten  thou- 
sand men  he  went  out  of  Jerusa- 
lem, where  Simon  his  brother  met 
him  for  to  help  him. 

75  And  he  pitched  his  tents  a- 
gainst  Joppe :  but  they  of  Joppe 
shut  him  out  of  the  city,  because 
Apollonius  had  a  garrison  there. 

76  Then  Jonathan  laid  siege  unto 
it :  whereupon  they  of  the  city  let 
him  in  for  fear;  and  so  Jonathan 
won  Joppe. 

77  Whereof  when  Apollonius  heard, 
he  took  three  thousand  horsemen, 
with  a  great  host  of  footmen,  and 
went  to  Azotus  as  one  that  jour- 
neyed, and  therewithal  drew  him 
fcrth  into  the   plain,  because  he 


had  a  great  number  of  horsemen, 
in  whom  he  put  his  trust. 

78  Then  Jonathan  followed  after 
him  to  Azotus,  where  the  armies 
joined  battle. 

79  Now  Apollonius  had  left  a 
thousand  horsemen  in  ambush. 

80  And  Jonathan  knew  that  there 
was  an  ambushment  behind  him; 
for  they  had  compassed  in  his  host, 
and  cast  darts  at  the  people,  from 
morning  till  evening. 

81  But  the  people  stood  still,  as  Jo- 
nathan had  commanded  them :  and 
so  the  enemies'  horses  were  tired. 

82  Then  brought  Simon  forth  his 
host,  and  set  them  against  the  foot- 
men, (for  tlie  horsemen  were  spent,) 
who  were  discomfited  by  him,  and 
fled. 

83  The  horsemen  also,  being  scat- 
tered in  the  field,  fled  to  Azotus, 
and  went  into  Beth-dagon,  their 
idol's  temple,  for  safety. 

84  But  Jonathan  set  fire  on  Azo- 
tus, and  the  cities  round  about  it, 
and  took  their  spoils ;  and  the  tem- 
ple of  Dagon,  with  them  that  were 
fled  into  it,  he  binned  with  fire. 

85  Thus  there  were  burned  and 
slain  with  the  sword  well  nigh  eight 
thousand  men. 

86  And  from  thence  Jonathan  re- 
moved his  host,  and  camped  against 
Ascalon,  where  the  men  of  the  city 
came  forth,  and  met  him  with  great 
pomp. 

87  After  this  returned  Jonathan 
and  his  host  unto  Jerusalem,  having 
many  spoils. 

88  Now  when  king  Alexander 
heard  these  things,  he  honoured 
Jonathan  yet  more, 

89  And  sent  him  a  buckle  of  gold, 
as  the  use  is  to  be  given  to  such 
as  are  of  the  king's  blood  :  he  gave 
him  also  Accaron  with  the  borders 
thereof  in  possession. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

12  Plohmeus  laketh  away  his  daughter  from 
Alextinder,  and  enlereth  upon  his  kinffdoni. 
17  Akxnnder  is  slain,  and  Plolemens  dielh 
within  three  days.  20  Jonathan  besiegeth  the 
totoer  at  Jerusalem.  26  Tlie  Jews  and  hf  are 
vmcli  honoured  by  Demetrius,  48  who  is  res- 
etted by  the  Jews  from  his  own  subjects  in 
Antioch.  67  Aniiovhus  the  younger  honoureth 
Jonathan.    61  His  exploits  m  divers  places. 

AND  the  king  of  Egypt  gathered 
L  together  a  great  host,  like  the 
sand  that  liefh  upon  the  sea  shore, 
and  many  ships,  and  went  about 
through  deceit  to  get  Alexander's 
kingdom,  and  join  it  to  his  own. 

2  Whereupon  he  took  his  journey 
into  Syria  in  peaceable  manner,  so 
as  they  of  the  cities  opened  unto 
him,  and  met  him :  for  king  Alex- 
ander had  commanded  them  so  to 
do,  because  he  was  his  father  in 
law. 

3  Now  as  Ptolemee  entered  in- 
to the  cities,  be  set  in  every  one 
of  them  a  garrison  of  soldiers  to 
keep  it. 

4  And  when  he  came  near  to  Azo- 
tus,  they  shewed  him  the  temple  of 
Dagon  that  was  burnt,  and  Azotus 
and  the  suburbs  thereof  that  were 
destroyed,  and  the  bodies  that  were 
cast  abroad,  and  tliem  that  he  liad 
Inimt  in  the  battle  ;  for  they  had 
made  heaps  of  them  by  the  way 
where  he  should  pass. 

5  Also  they  told  the  king  what- 
soever Jonatlian  had  done,  to  the 
intent  he  might  blame  him:  but 
the  king  held  his  peace. 

6  Then  Jonatlian  met  the  king 
with  great  pomp  at  Joppe,  where 
they  saluted  one  another,  and 
lotlged. 

7  Afterward  Jonathan,  when  he 
had  gone  with  the  king  to  the 
river  called  Eleutherus,  retmnied 
again  to  Jerusalem. 

8  King  Ptolemee  therefore,  hav- 
ing gotten  the  dominion  of  the 
cities   by   the    sea    unto   Seleucia 


upon  the  sea  coast,  imagined  wick- 
ed counsels  against  Alexander. 

9  Whereupon  he  sent  ambassa- 
dors unto  king  Demetrius,  saying, 
Come,  let  us  make  a  league  betwixt 
us,  and  I  will  give  thee  my  daugh- 
ter whom  Alexander  hath,  and  thou 
slialt  reign  in  thy  father's  kingdom: 

10  For  I  repent  that  I  gave  my 
daughter  unto  him,  for  he  sought 
to  slay  me.  '■ 

11  Thus  did  he  slander  him, 
because  he  was  desirous  of  his 
kingdom. 

12  Wherefore  he  took  his  daugh- 
ter from  him,  and  gave  her  to  De- 
metrius, and  forsook  Alexandti', 
so  that  their  hatred  was  openly 
known. 

13  Then  Ptolemee  entered  into 
Antioch,  where  he  set  two  crowns 
upon  his  head,  the  crown  of  Asia, 
and  of  Egypt. 

14  In  the  mean  season  was  king 
Alexander  in  Cilicia,  because  those 
that  dwelt  in  those  parts  had  re- 
volted from  him. 

15  But  when  Alexander  heard  of 
this,  he  came  to  war  against  him : 
whereupon  Mng  Ptolemee  brought 
forth  his  host,  and  met  him  with 
a  mighty  power,  and  put  him  to 
flight. 

16  So  Alexander  fled  into  Ara- 
bia, there  to  be  defended;  but  king 
Ptolemee  was  exalted: 

17  For  Zabdiel  the  Arabian  took 
off  Alexander's  head,  and  sent  it 
unto  Ptolemee. 

18  King  Ptolemee  also  died  the 
third  day  after,  and  they  that  were 
in  the  strong  holds  were  slain  one 
of  another. 

19  By  this  means  Demetiius  reign- 
ed in  the  hundred  threescore  and 
seventh  year. 

20  At  the  same  time  Jonathan  ga- 
thered together  them  that  were  in 
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Judea,  to  take  tbe  tower  that  was 
in  Jerusalem :  and  he  made  many 
engines  of  war  against  it. 

21  Then  certain  migodly  persons, 
■wlio  hated  their  own  people,  went 
imto  the  king,  and  told  him  that 
Jonathan  besieged  the  tower. 

22  "Wliereof  when  he  heard,  he 
•was  angry,  and  inmiediately  re- 
moving, he  came  to  Ptolemais, 
and  wrote  mi  to  Jonathan,  that  he 
should  not  lay  siege  to  the  tower, 
but  come  and  speak  with  him  at 
Ptolemais  in  great  haste. 

23  Nevertheless  Jonathan,  when 
he  heard  this,  commanded  to  be- 
tiege  it  stiU:  and  he  chose  certain 
of  the  elders  of  Israel  and  the 
priests,  and  put  himself  in  peril ; 

24  And  took  silver  and  gold,  and 
raiment,  and  divers  presents  be- 
sides, and  went  to  Ptolemais  unto 
the  king,  where  he  found  fevour  in 
his  sight. 

25  And  though  certain  ungodly 
men  of  the  people  had  made  com- 
plaints against  lu'm, 

26  Yet  the  king  entreated  him  as 
his  predecessors  had  done  before, 
and  promoted  him  in  the  sight  of 
all  his  friends, 

27  And  confinned  him  in  the  high 
priesthood,  and  in  all  the  honours 
that  he  had  before,  and  gave  him 
preeminence  among  his  cliief  friends. 

28  Then  Jonathan  desired  the 
king,  that  he  would  make  Judea 
free  fix)m  tribute,  as  also  the  three 
governments,  with  the  coimtry  of 
Samaria ;  and  he  promised  him 
three  hundred  talents, 

29  So  tlie  king  consented,  and 
■wrote  lettei-s  unto  Jonathan  of  all 
these  thin^  after  this  manner : 

30  King  Demetrius  unto  his  bro- 
ther Jonathan,  and  unto  the  nation 
of  the  Jews,  seudeth  greeting : 

31  We  send  you  here  a  copy  of 


the  letter  which  we  did  write  un- 
to our  cousin  Lasthenes  concerning 
j'ou,  that  ye  might  see  it 

32  King  Demetrius  imto  his  fa- 
ther Lasthenes  sendeth  gieeting : 

33  We  are  determined  to  do  good 
to  the  people  of  the  Jews,  who 
are  our  friends,  and  keep  covenants 
with  us,  because  of  their  good  will 
toward  us. 

34  Wherefore  we  have  ratified  un- 
to them  the  borders  of  Judea,  with 
the  three  governments  of  Apherema 
and  Lydda  and  Eamathem,  that  are 
added  unto  Judea  from  the  country 
of  Samaria,  and  all  things  appertain- 
ing unto  them,  for  all  such  as  do 
sacrifice  in  Jerusalem,  instead  of  the 
pajToents  which  the  king  received 
of  them  yearly  aforetime  out  of  the 
fruits  of  the  earth  and  of  frees. 

35  And  as  for  other  things  that  be- 
long unto  us,  of  the  tithes  and  cus- 
toms pertaining  unto  us,  as  also  the 
saltpits,  and  the  crown  taxes,  which 
are  due  unto  xis,  we  discharge  them 
of  them  all  for  thefr  relief. 

36  And  nothing  hereof  shall  be 
revoked  from  thas  time  forth  for 
ever. 

37  Now  therefore  see  that  thou 
make  a  copy  of  these  things,  and  let 
it  be  delivered  unto  Jonathan,  and 
set  upon  the  holy  mount  in  a  con- 
spicuous place. 

38  After  this,  when  king  Demetri- 
us saw  that  the  land  was  quiet  be- 
fore him,  and  that  no  resistance  wa-s 
made  against  him,  he  sent  away  all 
his  forces,  every  one  to  his  own  place, 
except  certain  bands  of  strangers, 
whom  he  had  gathered  from  the 
Lsles  of  the  heathen  :  wherefore 
all  the  forces  of  his  fathers  hated 
him. 

39  Moreover  there  was  one  Try- 
phon,  that  had  been  of  Alexander's 
part  afore,  who,  seeing  that  all  the 
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host  murmured  against  Demetrius, 
•went  to  Simalcue  the  Arabian,  that 
hrought  up  Anliochus  the  young 
son  of  Alexander, 

40  And  lay  sore  upon  him  to  de- 
liver him  tM,&  young  Antiochus,  that 
he  might  reign  in  his  father's  stead : 
he  told  him  therefore  all  that  De- 
metrius had  done,  and  how  his  men 
of  war  were  at  emnity  with  him,  and 
there  he  remained  a  long  season. 

41  In  the  mean  time  Jonathan 
sent  unto  king  Demetrius,  that  he 
would  cast  those  of  the  tower  out 
of  Jerusalem,  and  those  also  in  the 
fortresses :  for  they  fought  against 
Israel. 

42  So  Demetrius  sent  unto  Jona- 
than, saying,  I  will  not  only  do  this 
for  thee  and  thy  people,  but  I  will 
greatly  honour  thee  and  thy  nation, 
if  opportunity  serve. 

43  Now  therefore  thou  shalt  do 
well,  if  thou  send  me  men  to  help 
me ;  for  all  my  forces  are  gone 
from  me. 

44  Upon  this  Jonathan  sent  him 
three  thousand  strong  men  unto 
Antioch  :  and  when  they  came  to 
the  king,  the  king  was  very  glad 
of  their  coming. 

45  Howbeit  they  that  were  of  the 
city  gathered  themselves  together 
into  the  midst  of  the  city,  to  the 
number  of  an  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  men,  and  would  have 
slain  the  king. 

46  Wherefore  the  king  fled  into 
the  court,  but  they  of  the  city  kept 
the  passages  of  the  city,  and  began 
to  fight. 

47  Then  the  king  called  to  the 
Jews  for  help,  who  came  unto  him 
all  at  once,  and  dispersing  them- 
selves throiigli  the  city  slew  that 
day  in  the  city  to  the  ntunber  of 
an  hundred  thousand. 

48  Also  they  set  fire  on  the  city, 


and  gat  many  spoils  that  day,  and 
delivered  the  king. 

49  So  when  they  of  the  city  saw 
that  the  Jews  had  got  the  city  as 
they  would,  their  courage  was  abated: 
wherefore  they  made  supplication 
to  the  king,  and  cried,  saying, 

60  Grant  us  peace,  and  let  the 
JeAvs  cease  from  assaulting  us  and 
the  city. 

51  With  that  they  cast  away  their 
weapons,  and  made  peace ;  and  the 
Jews  were  honoured  in  tlie  sight  of 
the  king,  and  in  the  sight  of  all 
that  were  in  his  realm ;  and  they 
returned  to  Jerusalem,  having  great 
spoils. 

52  So  king  Demetrius  sat  on  the 
throne  of  his  kingdom,  and  the 
land  was  quiet  before  him. 

53  Nevertheless  he  dissembled  in 
all  that  ever  he  spake,  and  estrang- 
ed himself  from  Jonathan,  neither 
rewarded  he  him  according  to  the 
benefits  which  lie  liad  received  of 
him,  but  troubled  him  veiy  sore. 

54  After  this  returned  Tryphon, 
and  with  him  the  young  child  Anti- 
ochus, who  reigned,  and  was  crowned. 

55  Then  there  gatheied  unto  hint 
all  the  men  of  war,  whom  Deme- 
trius had  put  away,  and  they  fought 
against  Demetrius,  who  tmned  his 
back  and  fled. 

56  Moreover  Tryphon  took  the 
elephants,  and  won  Antioch. 

57  At  that  time  yomig  Antiochus 
wrote  unto  Jonathan,  Baying,  I  con- 
firm thee  in  the  high  priesthoo<l, 
and  appoint  thee  ruler  over  the 
four  governments,  and  to  be  one  of 
the  king's  friends. 

58  Upon  this  he  sent  him  golden 
vessels  to  be  served  in,  and  gave 
him  leave  to  drink  in  gold,  and  to 
be  clothed  in  purple,  and  to  wear  a 
golden  buckle. 

59  His   brother  Simon   also  he 
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Diade  captain  from  the  place  called  i 
The  ladder  of  Tjtus  unto  the  bor- 
ders of  Egypt. 

60  Then  Jonathan  went  forth,  and 
passed  through  the  cities  beyond 
the  water,  and  all  the  forces  of  Syria 
gathered  themselves  unto  him  for 
to  help  him :  and  when  he  came  to 
Ascalon,  they  of  the  city  met  him 
honourably. 

61  From  whence  he  went  to  Glaza, 
but  they  of  Gaza  shut  him  out ; 
wherefore  he  laid  siege  unto  it, 
and  burned  the  suburbs  thereof 
with  fire,  and  spc.fled  them. 

62  Afterward,  when  they  of  Gfaza 
made  supplication  tuito  Jonathan, 
he  made  peace  with  them,  and  took 
the  sons  of  their  chief  men  for  hcst- 
ages,  and  sent  them  to  Jerusalem, 
and  passed  through  the  country 
tmto  Damascti?, 

63  Now  when  Jonathan  heard 
that  Demetrius*  princes  were  come 
to  Cades,  which  is  in  Galilee,  with 
a  great  power,  purposing  to  remove 
him  out  of  the  cotmtry, 

64  He  went  to  meet  them,  and  left 
Simon  his  brother  in  the  coimtry. 

65  Then  Simon  encamped  against 
Bethsura,  and  fought  against  it  a 
long  season,  and  shut  it  up: 

66  But  they  desired  to  l^ve  peace 
with  him,  which  he  granted  them, 
and  then  put  them  out  from  thence, 
and  took  the  city,  and  set  a  gar- 
rison in  it. 

67  As  for  Jonathan  Mid  his  host, 
they  pitched  at  the  water  of  Gen- 
nesar,  from  whence  betimes  in  the 
morning  they  gat  them  to  the  plain 
of  Nasor. 

68  And,  behold,  the  host  of  stran- 
gers met  them  in  the  plain,  who, 
having  laid  men  in  ambush  for  him 
in  the  moimtains,  came  themselves 
over  against  him. 

69  So  when  they  that  lay  in  am- 


bush rose  out  of  their  places,  and 
joined  battle,  all  that  were  of  Jo- 
nathan's side  fled : 

70  Insomuch  as  there  was  not  one 
of  them  left,  except  Mattathias  the 
son  of  Absalom,  and  Judiis  the  «/» 
of  Calphi,  the  captains  of  the  host. 

71  Then  Jonathan  rent  his  clothes, 
and  cast  earth  apcm  his  head,  and 
prayed. 

72  Afterwards  hmiing  again  to 
battle,  he  put  them  to  flight,  and 
so  they  ran  away. 

73  Xow  when  his  own  men  that 
were  fled  saw  this,  they  turned  again 
onto  him,  and  with  him  pursued 
them  to  C^des,  even  imto  their  own 
tents,  and  there  they  camped. 

74  S<3  there  were  slain  of  tlie  hea- 
then that  day  about  three  thousand 
men  :  but  Jonathan  returned  to  Je- 
rusalem. 

CHAPTER  XII. 

\JonaOianrtmeu)tikhitUaguewith(heBammna 
and  Laeedernomaiu.  2S  Jke  force*  <f  Otme- 
triut,  thimking  to  msrprite  J<math<Ht,Me  tatwf 
for  fear.  35  JoHathau  foriifielh  the  ctutlet  in 
Juaea,  «8  and  U  Aut  up  by  Ihefnmd  ((f  Trg- 
phoM  tn  Plolemai*. 

NOW  when  Jonathan  saw  that 
the  time  served  him,  he  chose 
certain  men,  and  sent  them  to 
Eome,  for  to  confirm  and  renew 
the  fiiendship  that  they  had  with 
them. 

2  He  sent  letters  also  to  the  Lace- 
demonians, and  to  other  places,  for 
the  same  purpose. 

3  So  they  went  unto  Borne,  and 
entered  into  the  senate,  and  said, 
Jonathan  the  high  priest,  and  the 
people  of  the  Jews,  sent  us  unto 
you,  to  the  end  ye  should  renew 
the  friendship,  which  ye  had  with 
them,  and  league,  as  in  former 
time. 

4  Upon  this  t/ie  Bomant  gave  them 
letters  xmto  the  governors  of  every- 
place, that  they  should  bring  them 
into  the  land  of  Judea  peaceably. 
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5  And  this  is  the  copy  of  the  let- 
ters which  Jonathan  wrote  to  the 
Lacedemonians : 

6  Jonathan  tlie  high  priest,  and 
the  elders  of  the  nation,  and  the 
priests,  and  the  other  people  of  the 
Jews,  unto  tlie  Lacedemonians  their 
brethren  send  greeting : 

7  There  were  letters  sent  in  times 
past  unto  Onias  the  high  priest  from 
Darius,  who  reigned  then  among 
you,  to  signify  that  ye  are  our  bre- 
thren, as  the  copy  here  underwrit- 
ten doth  specify. 

8  At  which  time  Onias  entreated 
the  ambassador  that  was  sent  ho- 
nourably, and  received  the  letters, 
wlierein  declaration  was  made  of 
the  league  and  friendship. 

9  Therefore  we  also,  albeit  we 
need  none  of  these  things,  for  that 
we  have  the  holy  books  of  scripture 
in  our  hands  to  comfort  us, 

10  Have  nevertheless  attempted  to 
send  unto  you  for  the  renewing  of 
brotherhood  and  friendship,  lest  we 
should  become  strangers  unto  you 
altogether  :  for  there  is  a  long  time 
passed  since  ye  sent  imto  us. 

11  We  therefore  at  all  times  with- 
out ceasing,  both  in  our  feasts,  and 
other  convenient  days,  do  remem- 
ber you  in  the  sacrifices  which  we 
offer,  and  in  our  prayers,  as  reason 
is,  and  as  it  becometh  us  to  think 
upon  our  brethren : 

12  And  we  are  right  glad  of  your 
honour. 

13  As  for  ourselves,  we  have  had 
great  troubles  and  wars  on  every 
side,  forsomuch  as  the  kings  that 
are  round  about  us  have  fought 
against  us. 

14  Howbeit  we  would  not  be  trou- 
blesome unto  you,  nor  to  others 
of  our  confederates  and  friends,  in 
these  wars: 

lo  For  we  have  help  from  heaven 


that  succoureth  us,  so  as  we  are  de- 
livered from  our  enemies,  and  our 
enemi&s  are  brought  under  foot. 

16  For  this  cause  we  chose  Nume- 
nius  the  son  of  Antiochus,  and  An- 
tipater  the  son  of  Jason,  and  sent 
them  imto  the  Eomans,  to  renew 
tlie  amity  that  we  had  with  them, 
and  the  former  league. 

17  We  commanded  them  also  to 
go  unto  you,  and  to  salute  you,  and 
to  deliver  you  our  letters  concerning 
the  renewing  of  om-  brotherhood. 

18  W^herefore  now  ye  shall  do  well 
to  give  us  an  answer  thereto. 

19  And  this  is  the  copy  of  the 
letters  which  Oniares  sent 

20  Areus  king  of  the  Lacedemo- 
nians to  Onias  the  high  priest, 
greeting : 

21  It  is  found  in  writing,  that 
tlie  Lacedemonians  and  Jews  are 
brethren,  and  that  they  are  of  the 
stock  of  Abiaham : 

22  Now  therefore,  since  this  is 
come  to  our  knowledge,  ye  shall 
do  well  to  write  unto  us  of  your 
prosperity. 

23  We  do  write  back  again  to 
you,  that  your  cattle  and  goods  are 
our's,  and  our's  are  your's.  We  do 
command  therefore  onr  ambassadors 
to  make  report  unto  you  on  this 
wise. 

24  Now  when  Jonathan  heard 
that  Demetrius'  princes  were  come 
to  fight  against  him  with  a  greater 
host  than  afore, 

25  He  removed  from  Jerusalem, 
and  met  them  in  the  land  of  Ama- 
this  :  for  he  gave  them  no  respite 
to  enter  his  country. 

26  He  sent  spies  also  unto  their 
tents,  who  came  again,  and  told  liim 
that  they  were  appointed  to  come 
upon  them  in  the  niglit  season. 

27  Wherefore  .'o  soon  as  the  sun 
was  down,  Jonatlian  commanded  his 
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men  to  watch,  and  to  be  in  arms, 
that  all  the  night  long  they  might 
be  ready  to  fight :  also  he  sent  forth 
centineis  roimd  about  the  host. 

28  But  vrlien  the  adversaries 
heard  that  Jonathan  and  his  men 
■were  ready  for  battle,  they  feared, 
and  trembled  in  their  hearts,  and 
they  kindled  fires  in  their  camp, 

29Howbeit  Jonatlian  and  his  com- 
pany knew  it  not  till  the  morning : 
lor  they  saw  the  lights  burning. 

30  Then  Jonathan  pursued  after 
them,  but  overtook  them  not :  for 
tliey  were  gone  over  the  river  E- 
leutheius. 

31  Wherefore  Jonatlian  turned  to 
the  Arabians,  who  were  called  Za- 
badeans,  and  smote  them,  and  took 
tlieir  spoils. 

32  And  removing  thence,  he  came 
to  Damascus,  and  so  passed  through 
all  the  country. 

33  Simon  also  went  forth,  and 
passed  through  the  country  unto 
Ascalon,  and  the  holds  there  adjoin- 
ing, from  whence  he  turned  aside 
to  Joppe,  and  won  it. 

34  For  he  had  heard  that  they 
would  deliver  the  hold  unto  them 
that  took  Demetrius'  part;  where- 
fore he  set  a  ganison  there  to 
keep  it. 

35  After  this  came  Jonathan  home 
again,  and  calling  the  elders  of  the 
people  together,  he  consulted  with 
them  about  building  strong  holds 
in  Judea, 

36  And  making  the  walls  of  Jeru- 
salem higher,  and  raisdng  a  great 
mount  between  the  tower  and  tlie 
city,  for  to  separate  it  from  the 
city,  that  so  it  iniglit  be  alone, 
that  men  might  neither  sell  nor 
buy  in  it. 

37  Upon  this  they  came  together 
to  build  up  the  city,  forasmuch  as 
pad  of  the  wall  toward  the  brook 


on  the  east  side  was  fallen  down, 
and  they  repaired  that  which,  was 
called  Caphenatlja. 

88  Simon  also  set  up  Adida  in 
Scphela,  and  made  it  strong  with 
gates  and  bars. 

39  Now  Tryphon  went  about  to 
get  the  kingdom  of  Asia,  and  to  kill 
Antiochus  the  king,  that  he  might 
set  the  crown  upon  his  own  head. 

40  Howbeit  he  was  afraid  that 
Jonathan  would  not  suffer  liim,  and 
that  he  would  fight  against  him ; 
wherefore  he  sought  a  way  how  to 
take  Jonathan,  that  he  might  kill 
him.  So  he  removed,  and  came  to 
Bethsan. 

41  Then  Jonathan  went  out  to 
meet  him  with  forty  thousand  men 
chosen  for  the  battle,  and  came  to 
Bethsan. 

42  Now  when  Tiyphon  saw  that 
Jonathan  came  with  so  great  a 
force,  he  durst  not  stretch  lus  hand 
against  him ; 

43  But  received  him  honourably, 
and  commended  him  unto  all  liis 
friends,  and  gave  him  gifts,  and 
commanded  his  men  of  war  to  be 
as  obedient  unto  him,  as  to  him- 
self. 

44  Unto  Jonathan  also  he  said. 
Why  hast  thou  put  all  this  people 
to  so  great  trouble,  seeing  there  is 
no  war  betwixt  us  1 

45  Therefore  send  them  now  home 
again,  and  choose  a  few  men  to  wait 
on  thee,  and  come  thou  with  me  to 
Ptolemais,  for  I  will  give  it  thee, 
and  the  rest  of  the  strong  holds 
and  forces,  and  all  that  have  any 
charge :  as  for  me,  I  will  return 
and  depart:  for  tliis  is  the  cause 
of  my  coming. 

46  So  Jonathan  believing  him  did 
as  he  bade  liim,  and  sent  away  his 
host,  who  went  into  the  land  of 
Judea. 
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47  And  with  himself  he  retained 
but  three  thousand  men,  of  wliom 
he  sent  two  thousand  into  Gali- 
lee, and  one  thousand  went  with 
him. 

48  Now  as  soon  as  Jonathan  en- 
tered into  Ptolemais,  they  of  Ptole- 
mais  shut  the  gates,  and  took  him, 
and  all  them  that  came  with  hiin 
they  slew  with  tlie  sword. 

49  Then  sent  Tryphon  an  host  of 
footmen  and  horsemen  into  Galilee, 
and  into  the  great  plain,  to  destroy 
all  Jonathan's  company. 

50  But  when  they  knew  that  Jo- 
nathan and  they  that  were  witli  him 
were  taken  and  slain,  they  encou- 
raged one  another,  and  went  close 
together,  prepared  to  fight. 

51  They  tlierefore  that  followed 
upon  them,  perceiving  that  they 
were  ready  to  fight  for  their  lives, 
turned  back  again. 

52  Whereupon  they  all  came  into 
the  land  of  Judea  peaceably,  and 
there  they  bewailed  Jonathan,  and 
them  that  were  with  him,  and  they 
were  sore  afraid  ;  wherefore  all  Is- 
rael made  great  lamentation. 

53  Then  all  the  heathen  that  were 
round  about  them  sought  to  destroy 
them :  for  said  tliey,  They  have  no 
captain,  nor  any  to  lielp  them:  now 
therefore  let  us  make  war  upon 
them,  and  take  away  their  memo- 
rial from  among  men. 

CHAPTER  XIII. 

8  Simon  U  made  captain  in  his  brother  Jona- 
than's room.  19  'A-yphon  geltefh  tico  of  Jona- 
than's sons  into  Ids  hands,  and  slayeth  their 
father.  27  Tlie  tomb  of  Jonathan.  36  Simon 
i$  favoured  hy  Demetrius.  40  and  urinneth 
Gaza,  and  the  tower  at  Jerusalem, 

NOW  when  Simon  heard  that 
Tryphon  had  gathered  toge- 
ther a  great  host  to  invade  the  land 
of  Judea,  and  destroy  it, 

2  And  saw  that  the  people  was  in 
great  trembling  and  fear,  he  went  | 


up  to  Jerusalem,  and  gathered  the 
people  together, 

3  And  gave  them  exhortation, 
saying.  Ye  yourselves  know  what 
great  things  I,  and  my  brethren, 
and  my  father's  house,  have  done 
for  the  laws  and  the  sanctuary,  the 
battles  also  and  troubles  which  we 
have  seen, 

4  By  reason  whereof  all  my  bre- 
thren are  slain  for  Israel's  sake, 
and  I  am  left  alone. 

5  Now  therefore  be  it  far  from 
me,  that  I  should  spare  mine  own 
life  in  any  time  of  trouble :  for  I  am 
no  better  than  my  brethren. 

6  Doubtless  I  will  avenge  my  na- 
tion, and  the  sanctuary,  and  our 
wives,  and  our  children :  for  all  the 
heatlien  are  gathered  to  destroy  us 
of  very  malice. 

7  Now  as  soon  as  the  people  heard 
these  words,  their  spirit  revived. 

8  And  they  answered  with  a  loud 
voice,  saying,  Thou  shalt  be  our 
leader  instead  of  Judas  and  Jona- 
than thy  brother. 

9  Fight  thou  our  battles,  and 
whatsoever  thou  commandest  us, 
that  will  we  do, 

10  So  then  he  gathered  together 
all  the  men  of  war,  and  made  haste 
to  finish  the  walls  of  Jerusalem, 
and  he  fortified  it  round  about. 

11  Also  he  sent  Jonathan  the  son 
of  Absalom,  and  with  him  a  great 
power,  to  Joppe :  who  casting  out 
them  that  were  therein  remained 
there  in  it. 

12  So  Tryphon  removed  from  Pto- 
lemais witli  a  great  power  to  invade 
the  land  of  Judea,  and  Jonathan 
was  with  him  in  ward. 

13  But  Simon  pitched  his  tents  at 
Adida,  over  against  the  plain. 

14  Now  when  Tryphon  knew  that 
Simon  was  risen  up  instead  of  his 
brother  Jonathan,  and  meant  to  join 
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battle  with  him,  he  sent  messengers 
iinto  him,  saying, 

15  Whereas  we  have  Jonathan 
thy  brother  in  hold,  it  is  for  money 
that  he  is  owing  unto  the  king's 
treasure,  concerning  the  business 
tliat  was  committed  imto  him. 

16  Wherefore  now  send  an  hun- 
dred talents  of  silver,  and  two  of 
his  sons  for  hostages,  that  when  he 
is  at  liberty  he  may  not  revolt  from 
us,  and  we  will  let  him  go. 

17  Hereupon  Simon,  albeit  he  per- 
ceived that  they  spake  deceitfully 
unto  him,  yet  sent  he  the  money 
and  the  children,  lest  peradventure 
he  should  procure  to  himself  great 
hatred  of  the  people : 

18  Who  might  have  said,  Because 
I  sent  him  not  the  money  and 
the  children,  therefore  is  Jonathan 
dead. 

19  So  he  sent  them  the  children 
and  the  hundred  talents :  howbeit 
Tryphon  dissembled,  neither  would 
he  let  Jonathan  go. 

20  And  after  tliis  came  Tryphon 
to  invade  the  land,  and  destroy  it, 
going  round  about  by  the  way  that 
leadeth  unto  Adora :  but  Simon  and 
his  host  marched  against  him  in 
every  place,  wheresoever  he  went. 

21  Now  they  that  were  in  the 
tower  sent  messengers  unto  Try- 
phon, to  the  end  that  he  should 
hasten  his  coming  unto  them  by  the 
Avildemess,  and  send  them  victuals. 

22  Wherefore  Ti-j-phon  made  rea- 
dy aU  his  horsemen  to  come  that 
night :  but  there  fell  a  very  great 
snow,  by  reason  whereof  he  came 
not.  So  he  departed,  and  came  into 
the  countrj'  of  Galaad. 

23  And  when  he  came  near  to 
Bascama,  he  slew  Jonathan,  who 
was  buried  there. 

24  Afterward  Tryphon  returned 
and  went  into  his  own  land. 


25  Then  sent  Simon,  and  took 
the  bones  of  Jonathan  his  brother, 
and  buried  them  in  Modin,  the 
city  of  his  fathers. 

26  And  all  Israel  made  great  la- 
mentation for  him,  and  bewailed 
him  many  days. 

27  Simon  also  bmlt  a  monument 
upon  the  sepulchre  of  his  father 
and  his  brethren,  and  raised  it  aloft 
to  the  sight,  with  hewn  stone  be- 
hind and  before. 

28  Moreover  he  set  up  seven  pyra- 
mids, one  against  another,  for  his 
father,  and  his  mother,  and  his  four 
brethren. 

29  And  in  these  he  made  cunning 
devices,  about  the  which  he  set 
great  pillars,  and  upon  the  pillars 
he  made  aU  their  armour  for  a  per- 
petnal  memory,  and  by  the  armour 
ships  carved,  that  they  might  be 
seen  of  all  that  sail  on  the  sea. 

30  This  is  the  sepulchre  which  he 
made  at  Modin,  and  it  standeth  yet 
imto  this  day. 

31  Now  Tryphon  dealt  deceitfcdly 
with  the  young  king  Antiochus,  and 

'  slew  him. 

I    32  And  he  reigned  in  his  stead, 

and  crowned  himself  king  of  Asia, 
[  and  brought  a  great  calamity  upon 

the  land. 
;    33   Then    Simon    built    up    the 

strong  holds  in  Judea,  and  fenced 

them  about  with  high  towers,  and 

great  walls,  and  gates,  and  bars,  and 

laid  up  victuals  therein. 
!    34  Moreover  Simon  chose  men, 
i  and  sent  to  king  Demetrius,  to  the 
'  end  he  should   give  the   land  an 

immunity,  because  all  that  Tryphon 
i  did  was  to  spoil. 

35  Unto  whom  king  Demetrius 

answered  and  wrote  after  this  man- 
!  ner : 

!    36  King  Demetrius  unto  Simon 
I  the  high  priest,  and  friend  of  kings. 
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as  also  unto  the  elders  and  nation 
of  the  Jews,  sendeth  greeting  : 

37  The  golden  crown,  and  the 
scarlet  robe,  which  ye  sent  unto  us, 
we  have  received :  and  we  are  ready 
to  make  a  stedfast  peace  with  you, 
yea,  and  to  write  unto  our  officers, 
to  confii-m  the  immunities  which  we 
have  granted. 

38  And  whatsoever  covenants  we 
have  made  with  you  shall  stand ; 
and  the  strong  holds,  which  ye  have 
builded,  shall  be  your  own. 

39  As  for  any  oversight  or  fault 
committed  unto  this  day,  we  forgive 
it,  and  the  crown  tax  also,  which 
ye  owe  us :  and  if  there  were  any 
other  tribute  paid  in  Jerusalem,  it 
shall  no  more  be  paid. 

40  And  look  who  are  meet  among 
you  to  be  in  our  court,  let  them  be 
enrolled,  and  let  there  be  peace  be- 
twixt us. 

41  Thus  the  yoke  of  the  heathen 
was  taken  away  from  Isi-ael  in  the 
hundred  and  seventieth  year. 

42  Then  the  people  of  Israel  be- 
gan to  write  in  their  instruments 
and  contracts,  In  the  first  year  of 
Simon  the  high  priest,  the  governor 
and  leader  of  the  Jews. 

43  In  those  days  Simon  camped 
against  Gaza,  and  besieged  it  round 
about ;  he  made  also  an  engine  of 
w-ar,  and  set  it  by  the  city,  and 
battered  a  certain  tower,  and  took 
it. 

44  And  they  that  were  in  the  en- 
gine leaped  into  the  city;  where- 
upon there  was  a  great  uproar  in 
the  city : 

45  Insomuch  as  the  people  of  the 
city  rent  their  clothes,  and  climbed 
upon  the  walls  with  their  wives 
and  children,  and  cried  with  a  loud 
voice,  beseeching  Simon  to  grant 
them  peace. 

46  And  they  said.  Deal  not  with 


us  according  to  our  wickedness,  but 
according  to  thy  mercy. 

47  So  Simon  was  appeased  to- 
ward them,  and  fought  no  more 
against  them,  but  put  them  out  of 
the  city,  and  cleansed  the  houses 
wherein  the  idols  were,  and  so  en- 
tered into  it  with  songs  and  thanks- 
giving. 

48  Yea,  he  put  all  imcleanness  out 
of  it,  and  placed  such  men  there  as 
would  keep  the  law,  and  made  it 
stronger  than  it  was  before,  and 
built  therein  a  dwellingplace  for 
himself. 

49  They  also  of  the  tower  in  Je- 
rusalem were  kept  so  strait,  that 
they  could  neither  come  forth,  nor 
go  into  the  country,  nor  buy,  nor 
sell :  wherefore  they  were  in  great 
distress  for  want  of  victuals,  and 
a  great  number  of  them  perished 
through  famine. 

50  Then  cried  they  to  Simon,  be- 
seeching him  to  be  at  one  with 
tliem :  wliich  thing  he  granted 
them ;  and  when  he  had  put  them 
out  from  thence,  he  cleansed  the 
tower  from  pollutions : 

51  And  entered  into  it  tlie  three 
and  twentieth  day  of  the  second 
month,  in  the  hundred  seventy  and 
first  year,  with  thanksgiving,  and 
branches  of  palm  trees,  and  with 
harps,  and  cymbals,  and  with  viols, 
and  hymns,  and  songs:  because 
there  was  destroyed  a  great  enemy 
out  of  Israel. 

52  He  ordained  also  that  that  day 
should  be  kept  every  year  with  glad- 
ness. Moreover  the  hill  of  the  tem- 
ple that  was  by  the  tower  he  made 
stronger  tlian  it  was,  and  there  he 
dwelt  himself  with  his  company. 

53  And  when  Simon  saw  that 
John  his  son  was  a  valiant  man,  he 
made  him  captain  of  all  the  hosts ; 
and  he  dwelt  in  Gazaxa. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

3  Demetrius  is  taken  by  the  Icing  of  Persia.  4 
Tlie  good  deeds  of  Simon  to  his  country.  18 
The  Lacedemonians  and  Romans  renew  their 
league  with  him.  26  A  memorial  of  his  acts  is 
set  up  in  Sion. 

NOW  in  the  hundred  threescore 
and  twelfth  year  king  Deme- 
trius gathered  his  forces  together, 
and  went  into  Media,  to  get  him 
help  to  fight  against  Tryphon. 

2  But  when  Arsaces,  the  king  of 
Persia  and  Media,  heard  that  De- 
metrius was  entered  within  his  bor- 
ders, he  sent  one  of  his  princes  to 
take  him  alive : 

3  Who  went  and  smote  the  host 
of  Demetrius,  and  took  him,  and 
brought  liim  to  Arsaces,  by  whom 
he  was  put  in  ward. 

4  As  for  the  land  of  Judea,  that 
was  quiet  all  tiie  days  of  Simon; 
for  he  sought  the  good  of  his  na- 
tion in  such  wise,  as  that  evermore 
his  authority  and  honour  pleased 
them  well. 

5  And  as  he  was  honourable  in 
all  his  acts,  so  in  this,  that  he  took 
Joppe  for  an  haven,  and  made  an 
entrance  to  the  isles  of  the  sea, 

6  And  enlarged  the  bounds  of  his 
nation,  and  recovered  the  country, 

7  And  gathered  together  a  great 
number  of  captives,  and  had  the  do- 
minion of  Gazara,  and  Bethsura, 
and  the  tower,  out  of  the  -which  he 
took  all  uncleanness,  neither  was 
there  any  that  resisted  him. 

8  Then  did  they  till  their  ground 
in  peace,  and  the  earth  gave  her 
increase,  and  the  trees  of  the  field 
their  iruit. 

9  The  ancient  men  sat  all  in  the 
streets,  communing  together  of  good 
things,  and  the  young  men  put  on 
glorious  and  warlike  apparel, 

10  He  provided  victuals  for  the 
cities,  and  set  in  them  all  manner 
of  munition,  so  that  his  honourable 


name  was  renowned  unto  the  end 
of  the  world. 

11  He  made  peace  in  the  land, 
and  Israel  rejoiced  with  great  joy : 

12  For  every  man  sat  under  his 
vine  and  his  fig  tree,  and  there  was 
none  to  fiay  them  : 

13  Neither  was  there  any  left  in 
the  land  to  fight  against  them :  yea, 
the  kings  themselves  were  over- 
thrown in  those  days. 

14  Moreover  he  strengthened  all 
those  of  his  people  that  were  brought 
low :  the  law  he  searched  out ;  and 
every  contemner  of  the  law  and 
wicked  person  he  took  away. 

15  He  beautified  the  sanctuary, 
and  multiplied  the  vessels  of  the 
temple. 

16  Now  when  it  was  heard  at 
Borne,  and  as  far  as  Sparta,  that 
Jonathan  was  dead,  they  were  very 
sorry. 

17  But  as  soon  as  they  heard  that 
his  brother  Simon  was  made  high 
priest  in  his  stead,  and  ruled  the 
country,  and  the  cities  therein : 

18  They  wrote  unto  him  in  tables 
of  brass,  to  renew  the  friendship  and 
league  which  they  had  made  with 
Judas  and  Jonathan  his  brethren  : 

19  Which  writings  were  read  be- 
fore the  congregation  at  Jenisalem. 

20  And  this  is  the  copy  of  the  let- 
ters that  the  Lacedemonians  sent; 
The  rulers  of  the  Lacedemonians, 
with  the  city,  unto  Simon  the  high 
priest,  and  the  elders,  and  priests, 
and  residue  of  the  people  of  the 
Jews,  our  brethren,  send  greeting  : 

21  The  ambassadors  that  were 
sent  unto  our  people  certified  us  of 
your  glory  and  honour :  wherefore 
we  were  glad  of  their  coming, 

22  And  did  register  the  things 
that  they  spake  in  the  council  of  the 
people  in  this  manner  ;  Numenius 
son  of  Antiochus,  and  Antipater  son 
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of  Jason,  the  JeW  ambassadors, 
came  unto  us  to  renew  the  friend- 
ship they  had  with  us. 

23  And  it  pleased  the  people  to 
entertain  the  men  honourably,  and 
to  put  the  copy  of  their  ambassage 
in  publick  records,  to  the  end  the 
people  of  the  Lacedemonians  might 
have  a  memorial  thereof:  further- 
more we  have  written  a  copy  there- 
of imto  Simon  the  high  priest. 

24  After  this  Simon  sent  Nume- 
nius  to  Eome  with  a  great  shield  of 
gold  of  a  thousand  pound  weight, 
to  confirm  the  league  with  them. 

25  Whereof  when  the  people 
heard,  they  said,  What  thanks  shall 
we  give  to  Simon  and  his  sons  ? 

26  For  he  and  his  brethren  and 
the  house  of  his  father  have  esta- 
blished Israel,  and  chased  away  in 
fight  their  enemies  from  them,  and 
confirmed  their  liberty. 

27  So  then  they  wrote  it  in  tables 
of  brass,  which  they  set  upon  pillars 
in  mount  Sion :  and  this  is  the  copy 
of  the  writing ;  The  eighteenth  day 
of  the  month  Elul,  in  the  hundred 
threescore  and  twelfth  year,  being 
the  third  year  of  Simon  the  high 
priest, 

28  At  Saramel  in  the  great  con- 
gregation of  the  priests,  and  people, 
and  rulers  of  the  nation,  and  elders 
of  the  country,  were  these  things 
notified  unto  us. 

29  Forasmuch  as  oftentimes  there 
have  been  wars  in  the  country, 
wherein  for  the  maintenance  of 
their  sanctuary,  and  the  law,  Simon 
the  son  of  Mattathias,  of  the  pos- 
terity of  Jarib,  together  with  his 
brethren,  put  themselves  in  jeo- 
pardy, and  resisting  the  enemies  of 
their  nation  did  their  nation  great 
honour: 

30  (For  after  that  Jonathan,  hav- 
ing gathered  his  nation  together, 


and   been   their  high   priest,  was 
added  to  his  people, 

31  Their  enemies  purposed  to  in- 
vade their  country,  that  tliey  might 
destroy  it,  and  lay  hands  on  the 
sanctuary : 

32  At  which  time  Simon  rose  up, 
and  fought  for  his  nation,  and  spent 
much  of  his  own  substance,  and 
armed  the  valiant  men  of  his  na- 
tion, and  gave  them  wages, 

33  And  fortified  the  cities  of  Ju- 
dea,  together  with  Bethsura,  that 
lieth  upon  the  borders  of  Judea, 
where  the  armour  of  the  enemies 
had  been  before  ;  but  he  set  a  gar- 
rison of  Jews  there : 

34  Moreover  he  fortified  Joppe, 
which  lieth  upon  the  sea,  and  (Jia- 
zara,  that  bordereth  upon  Azotus, 
where  the  wiemies  had  dwelt  be- 
fore :  but  he  ■  placed  Jews  there, 
and  furnished  them  with  all  things 
convenient  for  the  reparation  there- 
of.) 

35  The  people  therefore,  seeing 
the  acts  of  Simon,  and  unto  what 
glory  he  thought  to  bring  his  na- 
tion, made  him  their  governor  and 
chief  priest,  because  he  had  done 
all  these  things,  and  for  the  jus- 
tice and  faith  which  he  kept  to 
his  nation,  and  for  that  he  sought 
by  all  means  to  exalt  his  people. 

36  For  in  his  time  things  pros- 
pered in  his  hands,  so  tbat  the 
heathen  were  taken  out  of  their 
coimtry,  and  they  also  that  were 
in  the  city  of  David  in  Jerusalem, 
who  had  made  themselves  a  tower, 
out  of  whicli  they  issued,  and  jkjI- 
luted  all  about  the  sanctuary,  and 
did  much  hurt  in  the  holy  place : 

37  But  he  placed  Jews  therein, 
and  fortified  it  for  the  safety  of  the 
country  and  the  city,  and  raised  up 
the  walls  of  Jerusalem. 

38  King  Demetrius  also  confirmed 
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him  in  the  high  priesthood  accord- 
ing to  tliose  things, 

39  And  made  him  one  of  his 
friends,  and  honoured  him  with 
great  honour. 

40  For  he  had  heard  say,  that  the 
Eomans  had  called  the  Jews  their 
friends  and  confetlerates  and  bre- 
thren ;  and  that  they  had  enter- 
tained the  ambassadors  of  Simon 
honourably ; 

41  Also  that  the  Jews  and  priests 
were  well  pleased  that  Simon  should 
be  their  governor  and  high  priest 
for  ever,  until  there  should  arise  a 
faithful  prophet ; 

42  Moreover  that  he  should  be 
their  captain,  and  should  take 
charge  of  the  sanctuary,  to  set 
them  over  their  works,  and  over 
the  country,  and  over  the  armour, 
and  over  the  fortresses,  tliat,  I  say, 
he  should  take  charge  of  the  sauc- 

'  tuary; 

43  Beside  this,  that  he  should  be 
obeyed  of  eveiy  man,  and  that  all 
the  writings  in  the  coimtry  should 
be  made  in  his  name,  and  that  he 
should  be  clothed  in  pm-ple,  and 
wear  gold : 

44  Also  that  it  sliould  be  lawful 
for  none  of  the  people  or  priests 
to  break  any  of  these  things,  or 
to  gainsay  his  words,  or  to  gather 
an  assembly  in  the  country  without 
him,  or  to  be  clothed  in  purple,  or 
wear  a  buckle  of  gold  : 

45  And  whosoever  should  do  other- 
wise, or  break  any  of  these  things, 
he  should  be  punished. 

46  Thus  it  liked  all  the  people  to 
deal  with  Simon,  and  to  do  as  hath 
been  said. 

47  Then  Simon  accepted  hereof, 
and  was  well  pleased  to  be  high 
priest,  and  captain  and  governor  of 
the  Jews  and  priests,  and  to  de- 
feud  them  all. 
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48  So  they  commanded  that  this 
writing  should  be  put  in  tables  of 
brass,  and  that  they  should  be  set 
up  within  the  compass  of  the  sanc- 
tuary in  a  conspicuous  place ; 

49  Also  that  the  copies  thereof 
should  be  laid  up  in  the  treasury, 
to  the  end  that  Simon  and  his 
sons  might  have  them. 

CHAPTEE  XV. 

4  AnliochvM  detireih  leave  to  pass  through  Jn- 
dea,  and  granMh  great  honours  to  Simon  atid 
the  Jeict.  16  The  Romans  write  to  divers  kingn 
and  nations  to  favour  the  Jews.  27  AntiocJiut 
quarrelleth  trith  Simon,  38  and  tendeth  tome 
to  annoy  Judea. 

MOEEOVER  Antiochus  son  of 
Demetrius  the  king  sent  let- 
ters from  the  isles  of  the  sea  unto 
Simon  the  priest  and  prince  of  the 
Jews,  and  to  all  the  people ; 

2  The  contents  whereof  were 
these :  King  Antiochus  to  Simon 
the  high  priest  and  prince  of  his 
nation,  and  to  the  people  of  tlie 
Jews,  greeting : 

3  Forasmuch  as  certain  pestilent 
men  have  usurped  tlie  kingdom  of 
our  fathers,  and  my  purpose  is  to 
challenge  it  again,  tliat  I  may  re- 
store it  to  the  old  estate,  and  to 
that  end  have  gathered  a  multi- 
tude of  foreign  soldiers  together, 
and  prepared  ships  of  war ; 

4  My  meaning  also  being  to  go 
through  the  country,  that  I  may 
be  avenged  of  them  that  have  de- 
stroyed it,  and  made  many  cities 
in  the  kingdom  desolate : 

5  Now  therefore  I  confirm  unto 
thee  all  the  oblations  which  the 
kings  before  me  granted  thee, 
and  whatsoever  gifts  besides  they 
granted. 

6  I  give  thee  leave  also  to  coin 
money  for  thy  country  with  thine 
own  stamp. 

7  And  as  concerning  Jerusalem 
and   the   sanctuary,   let  tliem   be 
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free ;  and  all  the  armour  that  thou 
hast  made,  and  fortresses  tliat  thou 
hast  built,  and  keepest  in  thine 
hands,  let  them  remain  unto  thee. 

8  And  if  any  thing  be,  or  shall 
be,  owing  to  the  king,  let  it  be 
forgiven  thee  from  this  time  fortli 
for  evermore. 

9  Furthermore,  "when  we  have  ob- 
tained our  kingdom,  we  will  honour 
thee,  and  thy  nation,  and  thy  tem- 
ple, with  great  honour,  so  that  your 
honour  shall  be  known  throughout 
the  world. 

10  In  the  bundled  threescore  and 
fourteenth  year  went  Antiochus  in- 
to the  land  of  his  fathers:  at  Avhioh 
time  all  the  forces  came  togetiier 
unto  him,  so  that  few  were  left  with 
Tryphon. 

11  Wherefore  being  pursued  by 
king  Antiochus,  he  fled  unto  Dora, 
which  lieth  by  the  sea  side  : 

12  For  he  saw  that  troubles  came 
upon  him  all  at  once,  and  that  his 
forces  had  forsaken  him. 

13  Then  camped  Antiochus  a- 
gainst  Dora,  having  with  him  an 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men 
of  war,  and  eight  tliousand  horse- 
men. 

14  And  when  he  had  compassed 
the  city  round  about,  and  joined 
ships  close  to  the  town  on  the  sea 
side,  he  vexed  the  city  by  land  and 
by  sea,  neither  suffered  he  any  to 
go  out  or  in. 

15  In  the  mean  season  came  Nume- 
nius  and  his  company  from  Home, 
having  letters  to  the  kings  and  coun- 
tiies ;  wherein  were  written  these 
things : 

16  Lucius,  consul  of  the  Bomans 
unto  king  Ptolemee,  greeting : 

17  The  Jews'  ambassadors,  our 
friends  and  confederates,  came  un- 
to us  to  renew  the  old  friendship 
and  league,  being  sent  from  Simon 


the  high  piiest,  and  from  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Jews : 

18  And  they  brought  a  shield  of 
gold  of  a  thou.«and  pound. 

19  We  thought  it  good  therefore 
to  write  unto  the  kings  and  coun- 
tries, that  they  should  do  them  no 
harm,  nor  fight  against  them,  their 
cities,  or  countries,  nor  yet  aid  their 
enemies  against  them. 

20  It  seemed  also  good  to  us  to 
receive  tlie  sliield  of  tliem. 

21  If  therefore  there  be  any  pes- 
tilent fellows,  that  have  fled  from 
their  country  unto  yon,  deliver 
them  unto  Simon  the  high  priest, 
that  he  may  punish  them  accord- 
ing to  thefr  own  law, 

22  The  same  things  wrote  he 
likewise  unto  Demetrius  the  king, 
and  Attains,  to  Aiiaiathes,  and  Ar- 
saces, 

23  And  to  all  the  countries,  and 
to  Sampsames,  and  the  Lacedemo-  * 
nians,  and  to  Delus,  and  Myndus, 
and  Sicyon,  and  Caria,  and  Samos, 
and  Pampliylia,  and  Lycia,  and 
Halicamassus,  and  Ehodus,  and 
Phaselis,  and  Cos,  and  Side,  and 
Aradus,  and  Gortyna,  and  Cnidus, 
and  Cyprus,  and  Cyrene. 

24  And  the  copy  hereof  they  wrote 
to  Simon  the  high  priest. 

25  So  Antiochus  the  king  camped 
against  Dora  the  second  day,  as- 
saulting it  continually,  and  making 
engines,  by  wliich  means  he  shut 
up  Tryphon,  that  he  could  neither 
go  out  nor  in. 

26  At  that  time  Simon  sent  him 
two  thousand  chosen  men  to  aid 
him ;  silver  also,  and  gold,  and 
much  armour. 

27  Nevertheless  he  would  not  re- 
ceive them,  but  brake  all  the  co- 
venants which  he  had  made  with 
him  afore,  and  became  strange  un- 
to him. 
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28  Furthermore  he  sent  unto  him 
Athenobius,  one  of  his  friends,  to 
commune  with  him,  and  say,  Ye 
withhold  Joppe  and  Gazara,  with 
the  tower  that  is  in  Jerusalem, 
which  are  cities  of  my  realm. 

29  The  borders  thereof  ye  have 
wasted,  and  done  great  hurt  in  the 
land,  and  got  the  dominion  of  many 
places  within  my  kingdom. 

30  Now  therefore  deliver  the  ci- 
ties which  ye  have  taken,  and  the 
tributes  of  the  places,  whereof  ye 
have  gotten  dominion  without  the 
borders  of  Judea : 

31  Or  else  give  me  for  them  five 
hundred  talents  of  silver ;  and  for 
the  harm  that  ye  have  done,  and 
the  tributes  of  the  cities,  other  five 
hundred  talents :  if  not,  we  will 
come  and  fight  against  you. 

32  So  Athenobius  the  king's  friend 
came  to  Jerusalem :  and  when  he 
saw  the  glory  of  Simon,  and  the  ' 
cupboard  of  gold  and  silver  plate,  j 
and  his  great  attendance,  he  was 
astonished,  and  told  him  the  king's 
message. 

33  Then  answered  Simon,  and  said 
unto  him,  ^Ye  have  neither  taken 
other  men's  land,  nor  holden  that 
which  appertaineth  to  others,  but 
the  inheritance  of  our  fathers,  which 
our  enemies  had  wrongfully  in  pos- 
session a  certain  time, 

34  Wherefore  we,  haA^ing  oppor- 
tunity, hold  the  inheritance  of  our 
fethers. 

35  And  whereas  thou  demandest 
Joppe  and  Gazara,  albeit  they  did 
great  harm  unto  tlie  people  in  our 
country,  yet  will  we  give  an  hun- 
dred talents  for  then).  Hereunto 
Athenobius  answered  him  not  a 
word  ; 

36  But  returned  in  a  rage  to  the 
king,  and  made  report  unto  him 
of  these  speeches,  and  of  the  glory 


of  Simon,  and  of  all  that  he  had 
seen  :  whereupon  the  king  was  ex- 
ceeding wroth. 

37  In  the  mean  time  fled  Tryphon 
by  ship  unto  Orthosias. 

38  Tlien  the  king  made  Cendc- 
beus  captain  of  the  sea  coast,  and 
gave  him  an  host  of  footmen  and 
horsemen, 

39  And  commanded  him  to  re- 
move his  host  toward  Judea :  also 
he  commanded  him  to  build  up 
Cedvon,  and  to  fortify  the  gates, 
and  to  war  against  the  people ;  but 
as  for  the  king  himself,  he  pursued 
Tryphon. 

40  So  Cendebeus  came  to  Jamnia, 
and  began  to  provoke  the  people, 
and  to  invade  Judea,  and  to  take  the 
people  prisoners,  and  slay  them. 

41  And  when  he  had  built  up 
'Cedron,  he  set  horsemen  there,  and 
an  host  of  footmen,  to  the  end  tliat 
issuing  out  they  might  make  out- 
roads  upon  the  ways  of  Judea,  as 
the  king  had  commanded  him. 

CHAPTER  XVI. 

3  Judas  and  John  prevail  against  the  forces 
sent  bf  Anliochiu.  11  The  cajtlain  of  Jericho 
invitelh  Simon  and  ttro  of  his  sons  iuto  his 
castle,  and  there  treacherously  murdereth  them. 
19  John  is  sought  for,  22  and  escapeth,  and 
kiUeth  those  that  sought  for  him. 

THEN  came  up  John  from  Ga- 
zara, and  told  Simon  his  father 
what  Cendebeus  had  done. 

2  Wherefore  Simon  called  his  two 
eldest  sons,  Judas  and  John,  and 
said  unto  them,  I,  and  my  brethren, 
and  my  father's  house,  have  ever 
from  our  youth  unto  this  day  fought 
against  the  enemies  of  Israel ;  and 
things  have  prospered  so  well  in 
our  hands,  that  we  have  delivertd 
Israel  oftentimes. 

3  But  now  I  am  old,  and  ye,  by 
God's  mercy,  are  of  a  sufficient 
age :  be  ye  instead  of  me  and  my 
brother,  and  go  and  fight  for  our 
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nation,  and  the  help  from  heaven 
be  -with  you. 

4  So  he  those  out  of  the  country 
twenty  thousand  men  of  war  with 
horsemen,  who  went  out  against 
Cendebeus,  and  rested  that  night 
at  Modin. 

5  And  when  as  they  rose  in  the 
morning,  and  went  into  the  plain, 
behold,  a  mighty  great  host  both 
of  footmen  and  horsemen  came  a- 
gainst  them :  howbeit  there  was  a 
water  brook  betwixt  them. 

6  So  he  and  his  people  pitched 
over  against  them :  and  when  lie 
saw  that  the  people  were  atraid  to 
go  over  the  water  brook,  he  went 
first  over  himself,  and  then  the 
men  seeing  him  passed  through 
after  him. 

7  That  done,  he  divided  his  men, 
and  set  the  horsemen  in  the  midst 
of  the  footmen :  for  the  enemies' 
horsemen  were  very  many. 

.8  Tlien  sounded  they  with  the 
holy  trumpets :  whereupon  Cende- 
bens  and  his  host  were  put  to 
flight,  so  that  many  of  them  were 
slain,  and  the  remnant  gat  them 
to  the  strong  hold. 

9  At  that  time  was  Judas  John's 
brother  wounded ;  but  John  still 
followed  after  them,  imtil  he  came 
to  Cedron,  which  Cendebeus  had 
built. 

10  So  they  fled  even  unto  the 
towers  in  the  fields  of  Azotus ; 
wherefore  he  burned  it  with  fire: 
60  that  there  were  slain  of  them 
about  two  thousand  men.  After- 
ward he  returned  into  the  land  of 
Judea  in  peace. 

11  Moreover  in  the  plain  of  Jeri- 
cho was  Ptol  emeus  the  son  of  Abu- 
bus  made  captain,  and  he  had 
abundance  of  silver  and  gold : 

12  For  he  was  the  high  priest's 
son  in  law.  , 


13  Wherefore  his  heart  being 
lifted  up,  he  thought  to  get  tlio 
country  to  himself,  and  thereupon 
consulted  deceitfully  agfiinst  Simon 
and  liis  sons  to  destroy  them. 

14  Now  Simon  was  visiting  the 
cities  that  were  in  the  country, 
and  taking  care  for  the  good  or- 
dering of  them ;  at  which  time  he 
came  down  himself  to  Jericho  with 
his  sons,  Matbithias  and  Judas,  in 
the  hundred  threescore  and  seven- 
teenth year,  in  the  eleventh  month, 
called  Sabat : 

15  Where  the  son  of  Abubus  re- 
ceiving them  deceitfully  into  a  lit- 
tle hold,  called  Docus,  which  he  had 
built,  made  them  a  great  banquet: 
howbeit  he  had  hid  men  there. 

16  So  when  Simon  and  his  sons 
liad  drunk  largely,  Ptolemee  and 
his  men  rose  up,  and  took  their 
weapons,  and  came  upon  Simon 
into  the  banqueting  place,  and 
slew  him,  and  his  two  sons,  and 
certain  of  his  servants. 

17  In  which  doing  he  committed 
a  great  treachery,  and  recompensed 
evil  for  good. 

18  Then  Ptolemee  wrote  these 
things,  and  sent  to  the  king,  that 
he  should  send  him  an  host  to 
aid  him,  and  he  would  deliver  him 
the  country  and  cities. 

19  He  sent  others  also  to  Gazara 
to  kill  Jolin:  and  unto  tJie  tribuiu-s 
he  sent  letters  to  come  unto  him, 
that  he  might  give  them  silver, 
and  gold,  and  rewards. 

20  And  others  he  sent  to  take 
Jerusiilem,  and  the  mountain  of 
the  templ& 

21  Now  one  had  run  afore  to 
Gazara,  and  tfild  John  that  his 
father  and  brethren  were  slain, 
and,  quoth  he,  Ptolemee  hath  sent 
to  slay  thee  also. 

22  Hereof  when  he  heard,  he  was 
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Bore  a^toiii.^hed  :  so  he  laid  hamls 
on  them  that  were  come  to  de- 
stroy liim,  and  slew  them ;  for  he 
knew  tliat  they  sought  to  make 
him  away. 

23  As  concerning;  the  rest  of  the 
actfi  of  John,  and  his   wars,   and 


worthy  deeds  which  he  did,  and 
the  Imildinp;  of  the  walls  which 
he  maile.  and  Ids  doings, 

24  Behold,  these  aie  written  in 
the  chronicles  of  his  priesthood, 
from  the  time  he  was  made  high 
priest  after  his  father. 


THE   SECOND  BOOK  OF  THE 

MACCABEES. 


CHAPTER  I. 

1  A  letter  of  the  Jeimfrom  Jervsalem  to  them  of 
Egypt,  to  thank  Go  (for  the  death  of  Antiochus. 
19  Of  the  fire  Ihit  was  hid  in  tJie  pit.  24  The 
prat/er  of  Neemiag. 

THE  brethren,  the  Jews  that  be 
at  Jerusalem  and  in  the  land 
of  Judea,  wish  unto  tlie  brethren, 
the  Jews  that  are  throughout  Egypt, 
health  and  peace : 

2  God  be  gracious  unto  you,  and 
remember  his  covenant  that  he 
made  with  Abraham,  Isaac,  and 
Jacob,  his  faithful  servants ; 

3  And  give  you  all  an  heart  to 
serve  him,  and  to  do  his  will,  with 
a  good  couiage  and  a  willing  mind  ; 

4  And  open  yonr  hearts  in  his 
law  and  commandments,  and  send 
you  peace, 

5  And  hear  your  prayers,  and  be 
at  one  with  you,  and  never  forsake 
you  in  time  of  trouble. 

6  And  now  we  be  here  praying 
for  you. 

7  What  time  as  Demetrius  reign- 
ed, in  the  hundred  threescore  and 
ninth  year,  we  the  Jews  wiote  unto 
you  in  the  extremity  of  trouble  that 
came  upon  us  in  those  years,  from 
the  time  that  Jason  and  his  com- 
pany revolted  from  the  holy  land 
and  kingdom. 


8  And  burned  the  porch,  and  shed 
innocent  blood  :  then  we  prayed 
unto  the  Lord,  and  were  heard ; 
we  offered  also  saciifices  and  fin(( 
flour,  and  lighted  the  lamps,  and 
set  forth  the  loaves. 

9  And  now  see  that  ye  keep  the  feast 
of  tabernacles  in  the  month  Casleu. 

10  In  the  hundred  fourscore  and 
eighth  year,  the  people  that  were  at 
Jerusalem  and  in  Judea,  and  the 
council,  and  Juda«,  sent  greeting 
and  health  unto  Aristobulus,  king 
Ptolemeus'  master,  who  was  of  the 
stock  of  the  anointed  priests,  and 
to  the  Jews  that  were  in  Egypt : 

11  Insomuch  an  God  hath  deli- 
vered us  from  great  pei  ils,  we  thank 
him  highly,  as  having  been  in  bat- 
tle against  a  king. 

12  For  he  cast  them  out  that 
fought  within  the  holy  city. 

13  For  when  tJie  leader  was  come 
into  Persia,  and  the  army  with  him 
that  seemed  invincible,  they  were 
slain  in  the  temple  of  Nanea  by 
the  deceit  of  Nanea's  priests. 

14  For  Antiochus,  as  though  he 
would  many  her,  came  into  the 
place,  and  bis  friends  that  were 
with  him,  to  receive  money  in 
name  of  a  dowiy.  j 
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15  Which  when  the  priests  of 
Nanea  had  set  forth,  and  he  was 
entered  with  a  small  company  into 
the  compass  of  the  temple,  they 
shut  the  temple  as  soon  as  Anti- 
ochus  was  come  in  : 

16  And  opening  a  privy  door  of 
the  roof,  they  threw  stones  like 
thunderbolts,  and  stnick  down  the 
captain,  hewed  them  in  pieces, 
smote  oflf  their  heads,  and  cast  them 
to  those  that  were  without. 

17  Blessed  be  our  God  in  all 
things,  who  hath  delivered  up  the 
ungodly. 

18  Therefore  whereas  we  are  now 
purposed  to  keep  the  purification 
of  the  temple  upon  the  five  and 
twentieth  day  of  the  month  Casleu, 
we  thought  it  necessary  to  certify 
you  thereof,  that  ye  also  might 
keep  it,  as  the  feast  of  the  taber- 
nacles, and  of  the  fire,  ichich  was 
given  us  when  Neemias  offered  sa- 
crifice, after  that  he  had  builded 
the  temple  and  the  altar. 

19  For  when  our  fathers  were  led 
into  Persia,  the  priests  that  were 
then  devout  took  the  fire  of  the 
altar  privily,  and  hid  it  in  an  hollow 
place  of  a  pit  without  water,  where 
they  kept  it  sure,  so  that  the  place 
was  unknown  to  all  men. 

20  Now  after  many  years,  when  it 
pleased  God,  Neemias,  being  sent 
from  the  king  of  Persia,  did  send 
of  the  posterity  of  those  priests 
that  had  hid  it  to  the  fire :  but 
when  they  told  us  they  found  no 
fire,  but  thick  water ; 

21  Then  commanded  he  them  to 
draw  it  up,  and  to  bring  it;  and 
when  the  sacrifices  were  laid  on, 
Neemias  commanded  the  priests  to 
sprinkle  the  wood  and  the  things 
laid  thereupon  with  the  water. 

22  When  tliis  was  done,  and  the 
time  came  that  the  sun  shone,  which 


afore  was  hid  in  the  cloud,  there 
was  a  great  fire  kindled,  so  that 
every  man  marvelled. 

23  And  the  priests  made  a  prayer 
whilst  the  sacrifice  was  cons-uming, 
/  say,  both  the  priests,  and  all  the 
rest,  Jonathan  beginning,  and  the 
rest  answering  thereunto,  as  Nee- 
mias did. 

24  And  the  prayer  was  after  this 
manner;  0  Lord,  Lord  God,  Cre- 
ator of  all  things,  who  art  fearful 
and  strong,  and  righteous,  and  mer- 
ciful, and  the  only  and  gracious 
King, 

25  The  only  giver  of  all  things, 
the  only  just,  almighty,  and  ever- 
lasting, thou  that  deliverest  Israel 
from  all  trouble,  and  didst  choose 
the  fathers,  and  sanctify  them  : 

26  Eeceive  the  sacrifice  for  thy 
whole  people  Israel,  and  presei"vo 
thine  own  portion,  and  sanctify  it, 

27  Gather  those  together  that  are 
scattered  from  us\  deliver  them 
that  serve  among  the  heathen,  look 
upon  tliem  that  are  despised  and 
abhorred,  and  let  the  heathen  know 
that  thou  art  our  God. 

28  Punish  them  that  oppress  us, 
and  with  pride  do  us  wrong. 

29  Plant  thy  people  again  in  thy 
holy  place,  as  Mo>e.s  hath  spoken. 

30  And  the  priests  sung  psalms 
of  thanksgiving. 

31  Now  when  the  sacrifice  was 
consumed,  Neemias  commanded  the 
water  that  was  left  to  be  pomred  on 
the  great  stones. 

32  When  this  wa<)  done,  there  was 
kindled  a  flame :  but  it  was  con- 
sumed by  the  light  that  shined 
from  the  altar. 

33  So  when  this  matter  was  known, 
it  was  told  the  king  of  Persia,  that 
in  the  place,  where  the  priests  that 
were  led  away  had  hid  the  fire, 
there    appeared    water,    and    thai 
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Neemiaa  had  purified  tbe  sacrifices 
therewith. 

34:  Then  the  king,  inclosing  the 
place,  made  it  holy,  after  he  had 
tried  the  matter. 

35  And  tlie  king  took  many  giffe, 
and  bestowed  thereof  on  tho<e  whom 
he  would  gratify. 

36  And  Neemias  called  this  thing 
Kaphthar,  which  is  as  much  a3  to 
say,  a  cleansing:  hut  many  men 
call  it  Neplii. 

CHAPTEE  IL 

1  What  Jerenf  Ike  prophet  did.  5  Bene  ft«  kid 
the  taberaaele,  the  ark,  a»d  the  altar.  13  What 
tieernat  and  Jmdat  vrote.  ao  What  Jato» 
rrrcte  i»  five  booit :  35  and  how  that  loer* 
abridged  bt  the  aathcir  of  this  hook. 

IT  is  also  found  in  the  recorls, 
that  Jeremy  the  prophet  com- 
manded them  tliat  were  carri  d 
away  to  take  of  the  fire,  as  it  hatJi 
been  signified : 

2  And  how  that  the  prophet,  hav- 
ing given  them  the  law,  charged 
them  not  to  forget  the  command- 
ments of  the  Lord,  and  that  they 
should  not  err  m  their  mind-s  when 
they  see  images  of  silver  and  gold, 
with  their  ornaments. 

3  And  with  other  such  speeches  ex- 
horted  he  them,  that  the  law  should 
not  depart  from  their  hearts. 

4  It  was  also  contained  in  the 
same  writing,  that  the  prophet,  be- 
ing warned  of  God,  commanded  the 
tabernacle  and  the  ark  to  go  with 
him,  as  he  went  forth  into  the 
mountain,  where  Mo^es  climbed  up, 
and  saw  the  heritage  of  God. 

5  And  when  Jeremy  came  thither, 
he  found  an  hollow  cave,  wherein 
he  laid  the  tabernacle,  and  the  ark, 
and  the  altar  of  incense,  and  so 
stopped  the  door. 

6  And  some  of  those  that  followed 
him  came  to  mark  the  way,  but 
they  could  not  find  it. 

7  Which  when  Jeremy  perceived. 


he  blamed  them,  saying.  As  fear 
that  place,  it  shall  be  unknowu 
until  the  time  that  God  gather  his 
people  again  together,  and  receive 
them  unto  mercy. 

8  Then  shall  the  Lcrd  shew  them 
these  things,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  shall  appear,  and  the  cloud 
also,  as  it  was  shewed  imder  Mo- 
ses, and  as  when  Solomon  desired 
that  the  place  might  be  honourably 
sanctified. 

9  It  was  also  declared,  that  he 
being  wise  offered  the  sacrifice  of 
dedication,  and  of  the  finishing  of 
the  temple. 

ID  And  as  when  Moses  prayed 
unto  the  Lord,  the  fire  came  down 
from  heaven,  and  consmned  the 
sacrifices  :  even  so  prayed  Solomon 
also,  and  the  fire  came  down  from 
heaven,  and  consumed  the  burnt 
offerings. 

11  And  Moses  s^d,  Becau^*  the 
sin  offering  was  not  to  be  eaten,  it 
was  consumed. 

12  So  Solomon  kept  thc^e  eight 
days. 

13  The  same  tilings  also  were  re- 
ported in  the  writings  and  com- 
mentaries of  Xeemias ;  and  how 
he  founding  a  library  gathered  to- 
gether the  acts  of  the  kings,  and 
the  prophets,  and  of  David,  and 
tlie  epistles  of  the  kings  concerning 
the  holy  gifts. 

14  In  like  manner  also  Judas 
gathered  t<gether  all  those  things 
tliat  were  lost  by  reason  of  the  war 
we  had,  and  they  remain  with  us. 

15  Wherefore  if  ye  have  need 
thereof,  send  some  to  fetch  them 
unto  you. 

16  Whereas  we  then  are  about  to 
celebrate  the  purification,  we  have 
written  unto  you,  and  ye  shall  do 
well,  if  ye  keep  the  same  days. 

17  ^Ye  hope  also,  that  the  God. 
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•that  delivered  all  his  people,  and 
gave  tliem  all  an  heritage,  and  the 
kingdom,  and  the  priesthood,  and 
the  sanctuary, 

18  As  lie  promised  in  the  law, 
will  shortly  have  mercy  upon  us, 
and  gather  us  together  out  of  every 
land  under  heaven  into  the  holy 
place :  for  he  hath  delivered  us  out 
of  great  trouhles,  and  hath  purified 
the  place. 

19  Now  as  concerning  Judas  Mac- 
caheus,  and  his  hrethren,  and  tlie 
puiification  of  tlie  great  temple, 
and  the  dedication  of  the  altar, 

20  And  the  Avars  against  Antio- 
chus  Epiphanes,  and  Eupator  his 
eon, 

21  And  the  manifest  signs  that 
came  from  heaven  unto  those  that 
behaved  tliemselves  manfully  to 
their  honour  for  Judaism :  so  tliat, 
being  but  a  few,  they  overcame  the 
whole  country,  and  chased  barla- 
rous  multitudes, 

22  And  recovered  again  the  tem- 
ple renowned  all  the  woild  over, 
and  freed  the  city,  and  upheld  the 
laws  which  were  going  down,  the 
Lord  being  gracious  unto  thera  -with 
all  favour : 

23  All  these  thivgs,  I  say,  being  de- 
clared by  Jason  of  Cyiene  in  five 
books,  we  will  assay  to  abridge  in 
one  volume. 

24  For  considering  the  infinite 
number,  and  the  difficulty  whicli 
tliey  find  that  desire  to  look  into 
the  narrations  of  the  story,  fer  the 
variety  of  the  matter, 

25  We  have  been  careful,  that 
they  that  will  read  may  have  delight, 
and  tliat  they  that  are  desirous  to 
commit  to  memory  might  have  ease, 
and  that  all  into  wliose  hands  it 
conies  might  have  profit. 

26  Theiefore  to  us,  tliat  have  ta- 
ken upon  us  this  painful  labour  of 


abridging,  it  was  not  easy,  but  a 
matter  of  sweat  and  wat<.hing ; 

27  Even  as  it  is  no  ease  unto 
him  that  prepareth  a  banquet,  and 
seeketli  the  benefit  of  otliere :  yet 
for  the  pleasuring  of  many  we  will 
undertake  gladly  this  great  pains  ; 

28  Leaving  to  the  author  tlie  ex- 
act handling  of  every  particular, 
and  labouring  to  follow  the  rules 
of  an  abridgement. 

29  For  as  the  master  builder  of  a 
new  house  must  care  for  the  whole 
building;  but  he  that  imdcrtaketli 
to  set  it  out,  and  paint  it,  must 
seek  out  fit  things  for  the  adorn- 
ing thereof:  even  so  I  think  it  is 
with  us. 

30  To  stand  upon  every  point,  and 
go  over  things  at  large,  and  to  bo 
curious  in  particulars,  belongeth  to 
the  first  author  of  the  story : 

-31  But  to  use  brevity,  and  avoid 
much  labouiing  of  the  vork,  is  to 
be  granted  to  him  that  will  make 
an  abridgement. 

32  Here  then  will  we  begin  the 
story:  only  adding  thus  mueh  to 
that  which  hath  been  said,  that 
it  is  a  foolisli  thing  to  make  a  long 
prologue,  and  to  be  short  in  the 
stcry  itself. 

CHAPTER  in. 

1  OftJie  honour  done  to  the  temple  by  the  hingt 
of  the  Gentiles,  t  Simon  uHertih  what  trea- 
sures are  in  the  temple.  7  Heliodorus  is  sent 
to  tale  them  army.  24  He  is  utriclen  of  God, 
and  healed  at  the  prayer  of  Onias. 

NOW  when  the  holy  city  was 
inhabited  with  all  peace,  and 
the  laws  were  kept  very  well,  be- 
cause of  the  godliness  of  Onias  the 
high  priest,  and  his  hatred  of  wick- 
edness, 

2  It  came  to  pass  that  even  the 
kings  themselves  did  honour  tlie 
place,  and  magnify  the  temple  with 
their  best  gifts ; 

3  Insomuch  that  Seleucus  king  of 
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Asia  of  liH  own  revenues  baro  all 
the  costs  belonging  to  the  service 
of  the  sacrifices. 

4  But  one  Simon  of  the  tribe  of 
Benjamin,  wlio  was  made  governor 
of  the  temple,  fell  out  with  the  high 
priest  about  disoidcr  in  the  city. 

5  And  when  he  could  not  over- 
come Onias,  he  gat  him  to  Apol- 
lonius  tlie  son  of  Thra-eas,  who 
then  ■was  governor  of  Celosyria  and 
Phenice, 

6  And  told  him  that  the  treafairy 
in  Jerusalem  was  full  of  infinite 
sums  of  money,  so  that  the  multi- 
tude of  their  riches,  which  did  not 
pertain  to  the  account  of  the  sacri- 
fices, was  innumerable,  and  that  it 
•was  possible  to  bring  all  into  the 
king's  hand. 

7  Now  when  A|X)llonias  came  to 
the  king,  and  had  shewed  him  of 
the  money  wiiereof  he  was  told,  the 
king  chose  out  Heliodorus  his  trea- 
surer, and  sent  him  with  a  com- 
mandment to  bring  him  the  foresaid 
money. 

8  So  foiihwith  Heliodorus  took 
his  journey,  under  a  colour  of  visit- 
ing the  cities  of  CelosjTia  and  Plie- 
nice,  but  indeed  to  fulfil  the  king's 
purpose. 

9  And  when  he  was  come  to  Je- 
rusalem, and  had  been  coiirteously 
received  of  the  high  priest  of  the 
city,  he  told  liim  what  intelligence 
was  given  of  the  money,  and  declar- 
ed wherefore  he  came,  and  asked  if 
these  things  were  so  indeed. 

10  Then  the  higli  priest  told  him 
that  there  was  such  money  laid  up 
fctr  the  relief  of  widows  and  father- 
less children : 

11  And  that  some  of  it  belonged 
to  Hircanus  son  of  Tobias,  a  man 
of  great  dignity,  and  not  as  that 
wicked  Simon  had  misinformed : 
the  sum  whereof  in  all  was  fcur 


hundred  ta'ent.s  of  silver,  and  two 
hundred  of  gdd : 

12  And  that  it  was  altogether  im- 
possible that  such  wrongs  should  be 
done  unto  them,  that  had  commit- 
ted it  to  the  holiness  of  tlio  jilace, 
and  to  the  majesty  and  inviolable 
sanctity  of  the  temple,  lionoured 
over  all  the  wnrld. 

13  But  Helifidorus,  because  of 
the  king's  commanchnent  given  him, 
said,  That  in  any  wise  it  must  be 
brought  into  the  king's  treasury. 

14  So  at  the  day  which  he  appoint- 
ed he  entered  in  to  order  this  mat- 
ter :  wlierefore  there  was  no  small 
agony  throughout  the  whol-e  city. 

15  But  the  priests,  prostrating 
themselves  before  the  altar  in  their 
priests'  vestments,  called  unto  hea- 
ven upon  him  that  made  a  law  con- 
cerning things  given  to  be  kept, 
that  they  should  safely  be  preserved 
for  such  as  had  committed  them  to 
be  kept. 

16  Then  whoso  had  looked  the 
high  pri&st  in  tlie  face,  it  would 
have  wounded  his  heart :  for  his 
countenance  and  the  changing  of 
his  colour  declared  the  inward 
agony  of  liis  mind. 

17  For  the  man  was  so  compassed 
with  fear  and  horror  of  the  body, 
that  it  was  manife-t  t-o  them  that 
looked  upon  him,  what  sorrow  he 
had  now  in  his  Iteart. 

18  Others  ran  flocking  out  of  their 
houses  to  the  general  suppliaition, 
because  the  place  was  like  to  come 
into  contempt. 

19  And  the  women,  girt  with  sack- 
cloth undei'  their  breasts,  abounded 
in  the  streets,  and  the  virgins  that 
were  kept  in  ran,  some  to  the  gates, 
and  some  to  the  walls,  and  others 
looked  out  of  the  windows. 

20  And  all,  holding  their  hands 
toward  heaven,  made  sup[ilication. 
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21  Ulien  it  would  have  pitied  a  man 
to  see  the  falHng  down  ol  the  multi- 
tude of  all  sorts,  and  the  fear  of  the 
high  priest,  being  in  such  an  agony. 

22  They  then  called  upon  the  Al- 
mighty Lord  to  keep  the  things  com- 
mitted of  trust  safe  and  sure  for 
those  that  had  committed  them. 

23  Nevertheless  Heliodorus  exe- 
cuted that  wliicli  was  decreed. 

24  Now  as  he  W£is  there  present 
himself  with  liis  guard  about  the 
treasury,  the  Lord  of  spirits,  and 
the  Prince  of  all  power,  caused  a 
great  apparition,  so  that  all  that 
presum&d  to  come  in  with  him  were 
astonished  at  the  power  of  Gcd,  and 
fainted,  and  were  sore  afraid. 

25  For  there  appeared  unto  them 
an  horse  with  a  terrible  rider  upon 
him,  and  adorned  with  a  very  fair 
covering,  and  he  ran  fiercely,  and 
smote  at  Heliodorus  with  his  fore- 
feet, and  it  seemed  that  he  that 
sat  upon  the  horse  had  complete 
Jiamess  of  gold. 

26  Moreover  two  other  young  men 
appeared  before  him,  notable  in 
strength,  excellent  in  beauty,  and 
comely  in  apparel,  who  stood  by 
him  on  either  side,  and  scourged 
him  continually,  and  gave  him 
many  sore  stripes. 

27  And  Heliodorus  fell  suddenly 
unto  the  ground,  and  was  compass- 
ed with  great  darkness :  but  they 
that  were  with  him  took  him  up, 
and  put  him  into  a  litter, 

28  Thus  him,  that  lately  came 
with  a  gieat  train  and  with  all  his 
guard  into  the  said  treasury,  they 
carried  out,  being  unable  to  help 
himself  with  his  weapons :  and 
manifestly  they  acknowledged  the 
power  of  God : 

29  For  he  by  the  hand  of  God 
was  cast  down,  and  lay  speechless 
without  all  hope  of  life. 


30  But  they  praised  the  Lord,  that 
had  miraculously  honoured  his  own 
place  :  for  the  temple,  which  a  little 
afore  was  full  of  fear  and  tiouble, 
when  the  Almighty  Loixl  appeared, 
was  filled  with  joy  and  gladness. 

31  Then  straightways  certain  of 
Heliodorus*  friends  prayed  Onias, 
that  he  would  call  upon  the  most 
High  to  gi-ant  him  his  life,  who 
lay  ready  to  give  up  the  ghost. 

32  So  the  high  priest,  suspecting 
Ifest  the  king  should  misconceive 
that  some  treachery  had  been  done 
to  Heliodorus  by  the  Jews,  offered  a 
sacrifice  for  the  health  of  the  man. 

33  Now  as  the  high  priest  was 
making  an  atonement,  the  same 
young  men  in  the  same  clothing 
appeared  and  stood  beside  Helio- 
dorus, saying,  Give  Onias  the  high 
priest  great  thanks,  insomuch  as  for 
his  sake  the  Lord  hath  granted 
thee  life : 

34  And  seeing  that  thou  hast  been 
scourged  from  heaven,  declare  unto 
all  men  the  mighty  power  of  God. 
And  when  they  had  spoken  these 
words,  they  aj)i)eared  no  more. 

35  So  Heliodorus,  after  he  had  of- 
fered sacrifice  unto  the  Lord,  and 
made  gi"eat  vows  unto  him  that  had 
saved  his  life,  and  saluted  Onia^, 
returned  with  his  host  to  the  king. 

36  Then  testified  he  to  all  men 
the  works  of  the  great  Grod,  which 
he  had  seen  with  his  eyes. 

37  And  when  the  king  asked  He- 
liodorus, who  might  be  a  fit  man 
to  be  sent  yet  once  again  to  Jeru- 
salem, he  said, 

38  If  thou  hast  any  enemy  or 
traitor,  send  him  thither,  and  thou 
shalt  receive  him  well  scourged,  if 
he  escape  with  his  life :  for  in  that 
place,  no  doubt,  there  is  an  especial 
power  of  God. 

39  For  he  that  dwellcth  in  heaven 
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liath  his  eye  on  that  place,  and  de- 
fendeth  it ;  and  he  beateth  and  de- 
stroyeth  them  that  come  to  hurt  it. 
40  And  the  things  concerning  He- 
liodorus,  and  the  keeping  of  the 
treasTiry,  fell  out  on  this  sort 

CHAPTER  IV. 

1  Sime*  tlandereth  Onia$.  ";  Jason,  by  corrupt- 
ing  the  king,  obtainelh  the  office  of  the  high 
priett.  24  ilenelaiit  gelleth  the  lame  from 
Jaton  by  the  like  corruption.  34  Andronicu* 
traiioroutly  murderelh  Oniat.  36  llie  king 
being  informed  thereof,  causelh  Andronicut  to 
be  put  to  death.  39  The  wickednett  of  Lyti- 
vncuhvt,  by  the  inttigaiion  of  Nenelatu. 

THIS  Simon  now,  of  whom  we 
spake  afore,  having  been  a  be- 
wrayer  of  the  money,  and  of  his 
country,  slandered  Ouias,  as  if  he 
had  terrified  Heliodorus,  and  been 
the  worker  of  these  evils. 

2  Thus  was  he  bold  to  call  him  a 
traitor,  that  had  deserved  well  of  the 
city,  and  tendered  his  own  nation, 
and  was  so  zealous  of  the  laws. 

3  But  when  their  hatred  went  so 
far,  that  by  one  of  Simon's  faction, 
murders  were  committed, 

4  Onias  seeing  the  danger  of  this 
contention,  and  that  Aixjllonius, 
as  being  the  governor  of  CelosjTia 
and  Phenice,  did  rage,  and  increase 
Simon's  malice, 

5  He  went  to  the  king,  not  to  be 
an  accuser  of  his  countrymen,  but 
seeking  the  good  of  ^1,  both  pub- 
lick  and  pi  ivate : 

6  For  he  saw  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble that  the  state  should  continue 
quiet,  ami  Simon  leave  his  folly,  un- 
less the  king  did  look  thereunto. 

7  But  after  the  death  of  Seleucus, 
when  Antiochus,  called  Epiphanes, 
took  the  kingdom,  Jason  the  brother 
of  Onias  labouied  underhand  to  be 
high  priest, 

8  Promising  imto  the  king  by  in- 
tercession three  hundred  and  three- 
score talents  of  silver,  and  of  an- 
other revenue  eighty  talents : 


9  Beside  this,  be  promised  to  as- 
sign an  hundred  and  fifty  more,  if 
he  might  have  licence  to  set  him 
up  a  place  for  exercise,  and  for  the 
training  up  of  youth  in  the  fashions 
of  the  heathen,  and  to  wiite  them 
of  Jerusalem  by  the  name  of  Au- 
tiodiians. 

10  \Vhich  when  the  king  had 
gi-aiited,  and  he  had  gotten  into  his 
hand  the  rule,  he  forthwith  brought 
his  own  nation  to  the  Greekish 
fashion. 

11  And  the  royal  privileges  grant- 
ed of  special  favour  to  the  Jews 
by  the  means  of  John  the  father  of 
Eupolemus,  who  went  ambassador 
to  Rome  for  amity  and  aid,  he  took 
away ;  and  putting  down  the  go- 
vernments which  were  according  to 
the  law,  he  bi  ought  up  new  customs 
against  the  law : 

12  For  he  built  gladly  a  place  of 
exercise  under  the  tower  itself,  and 
brought  the  chief  young  men  un- 
der his  subjection,  and  made  them 
wear  a  hat. 

13  Now  such  was  the  height  of 
Greek  fashions,  and  increase  of  hea- 
thenish manners,  through  the  ex- 
ceeding profaneness  of  Jason,  that 
imgodly  wretch,  and  no  high  priest; 

14  That  the  priests  had  no  couiage 
to  serve  any  more  at  the  altar,  but 
despising  the  temple,  and  neglect- 
ing the  sacrifices,  hastened  to  be 
partakers  of  the  unlawful  allowance 
ill  the  place  of  exercise,  after  the 
game  of  Discus  called  them  forth ; 

15  Not  setting  by  the  honours  of 
their  fathers,  but  liking  the  glory 
of  the  Grecians  hest  of  all. 

16  By  reason  whereof  sore  calamity 
came  upon  them :  for  they  had  them 
to  be  their  enemies  and  avengers, 
whose  custom  tliey  followed  so  ear- 
nestly, and  unto  wliom  they  desired 
to  be  like  in  all  things. 
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17  For  it  is  not  a  liglit  thing  to  do 
wickedly  against  tlie  laws  ot  God: 
but  the  time  following  shall  de- 
clare these  tilings. 

18  Now  when  the  game  that  was 
used  every  fifth  ye<xr  was  kept  at 
Tynis,  the  king  being  present, 

19  This  ungracious  Jason  sent 
special  messengers  from  Jerusa- 
lem, who  were  Antioohians,  to  carry 
three  hundred  drachms  of  silver  to 
the  sacrifice  of  Hercules,  which  even 
the  bearers  thereof  thonght  fit  not 
to  bestow  upon  tlie  sacrifice,  bectiuse 
it  was  not  convenient,  but  to  be  re- 
served for  other  charges. 

20  Tills  money  then,  in  regard  of 
the  sender,  was  appointed  to  Her- 
cules' sacrifice ;  but  because  of  the 
bearers  thereof,  it  was  employed  to 
the  making  of  gallies. 

21  Now  when  Apollonius  the  son 
of  Menestiieus  was  sent  into  Egypt 
for  the  cgronation  of  king  Ptolemeus 
Philometor,  Antiochus,  understand- 
ing him  not  to  be  well  affected  to  his 
aflfiirs,  provided  for  his  own  safety: 
whereupon  he  came  to  Joppe,  and 
from  thence  to  Jerusalem  : 

22  Where  he  was  honourably  re- 
ceived of  Jason,  and  of  the  city, 
and  was  brought  in  witli  torch  light, 
and  with  great  shoutings:  and  so 
afterward  went  with  his  host  unto 
Phenice. 

23  Three  years  afterward  Jason 
sent  Menelaus,  the  aforesaid  Simon's 
brother,  to  bear  the  money  unto 
the  king,  and  to  put  him  in  mind 
of  certain  necessaiy  matteis. 

24  But  he  being  brought  to  the 
presence  of  the  king,  when  he  had 
magnified  him  for  the  glorious  ap- 
jiearance  of  hLs  power,  got  the 
priesthood  to  himself,  offering  more 
than  Jason  by  three  hundred  ta- 
lents of  silver. 

25  So  he  ame  with  the  king's 


mandate,  bringing  nothing  wortliy 
the  high  prie-tliood,  but  having  the 
fury  of  a  cruel  tyrant,  and  tlie  rage 
of  a  savage  beast. 

26  Tlien  Jason,  who  had  under- 
mined liis  own  brother,  being  un- 
dermined by  another,  was  compel- 
led to  flee  into  the  country  of  the 
Ammonites. 

27  So  Menelaus  got  the  princi- 
pality :  but  as  for  the  money  that 
he  had  promised  unto  the  king,  he 
took  no  good  order  for  it,  albeit 
Sostratus  the  ruler  of  the  castle 
required  it : 

28  For  unto  him  appertained  the 
gathering  of  the  customs.  Where- 
fore they  were  both  called  before 
the  king. 

29  Now  Menelaus  left  his  bro- 
ther Lysimacliiis  in  his  stead  in 
the  priestliood ;  and  Sostratus  left 
Crates,  who  was  governor  of  tlio 
Cyprians. 

30  Wliile  those  things  were  in 
doing,  they  of  Tarsus  and  Mallas 
made  insurrection,  because  they 
were  given  to  the  king's  concubine, 
called  Antiochis. 

31  Tiien  came  the  king  in  all 
haste  to  appease  matters,  leaving 
Andronicus,  a  man  in  authority, 
for  his  deputy. 

32  Now  Menelaus,  supposing  that 
he  had  gotten  a  convenient  time, 
stole  certain  vessels  of  gold  out  of 
the  temple,  and  gave  f-onie  of  them 
to  Andronicus,  and  some  he  sold 
into  Tyrus  and  the  cities  round 
about. 

33  Which  when  Onias  knew  of  a 
surety,  he  reproved  him,  and  with- 
drew himself  into  a  Kinctuary  at 
Daphne,  that  lieth  by  Antiochia. 

34  Wherefore  Menelaus,  taking 
Andronicus  apart,  prayed  him  to 
get  Onias  into  his  hands ;  who 
being    persuaded    thereunto,    and 
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coming  to  Onias  in  deceit,  pave 
him  his  right  har.d  with  oatlis ; 
and  though  lie  were  suspected  hy 
him,  yet  persuaded  he  him  to 
come  forth  of  the  sanctuary :  whom 
forthwith  he  shut  up  without  re- 
gard of  juiitice. 

35  For  the  which  cause  not  only 
the  Jews,  but  many  also  of  other 
nations,  took  great  indignation,  and 
were  much  grieved  for  the  unjust 
murder  of  tlie  man. 

36  And  when  the  king  was  come 
again   fiom  the  places   about  Ci- 
licia,  the  Jews  that   were  in  the 
city,  and  c-  rtain  of  the  Gxeeks  that  ' 
abhorred  the  fact  also,   compltii;-  ' 
ed  because  Onias  was  dain  without  , 
cause.  I 

37  Tlierefore  Antiochus  was  heart-  | 
ily  sorry,  and  moved  to  pity,  and  j 
wept,  because  of  the  sober  and  mo- 
dest beha\iour  of  him  that  was  dead.  ! 

38  And  being  kindled  with  anger, 
forthwitli  he  took  away  Andronicus 
bis  purple,  and  rent  ofiF  his  clothes, 
and  leading  him  tbroiigh  the  whole 
city  unto  t]:at  very  place,  where 
he  had  committed  impiety  against 
Onia^,  there  slew  he  the  cursed 
murderer.  Thus  the  Lord  reward- 
fd  him  his  punLhment,  as  he  had 
deserved- 

39  Now  when  many  sacrileges  had 
been  committed  in  the  city  by  Ly- 
simaclius  with  the  consent  of  Me- 
nelaus,  and  the  bruit  thtreof  was 
spreid  abroad,  the  multitude  ga- 
thered themselves  togethtr  ag-ainsl 
Lysimachus,  many  vessels  of  gold 
being  already  carried  away. 

40  \\  hereupon  tlie  commcm  peo- 
ple rising,  and  being  filled  with 
rage,  Lysimachus  anned  about  three 
thousand  men,  and  bepm  first  to 
offer  violence  ;  one  Auranus  1  eing 
the  leatler,  a  man  far  gone  in  years, 
and  no  less  in  folly. 


41  They  then  seeing  the  att.  mpt 
of  Lysimachus,  some  of  ihem  c-.mcht 
Btoni^,  some  dubs,  others  taking 
handfuls  of  du.-«t,  that  was  next  at 
hand,  ca-i  them  all  \o^  ther  upon 
Lysimachus,  and  those  that  set  up- 
on them. 

42  Thus  many  of  them  Ihey  wound- 
ed, and  sjme  they  struck  to  the 
ground,  and  all  of  them  tl  ey  forced 
to  flee :  but  as  for  the  chnrchrob- 
ber  himself,  him  they  killed  beside 
the  treasury. 

43  Of  these  matters  tbcrefore  there 
was  an  accusation  laid  against  Me- 
n  elans. 

44  Now  when  the  king  came  to 
Tym-*,  three  men  that  were  sent 
fr.  m  the  senate  pleaded  the  cause 
bef<re  him  : 

45  But  Menelaus,  being  now  con- 
victed, promised  Ptolemee  the  ton 
of  Dorymenes  to  give  him  much 
money,  if  he  would  pacify  the  khig 
towani  him. 

46  Whereupon  Pfolcmee  taking 
the  king  aside  into  a  certain  gallery, 
as  it  were  to  take  the  air,  brought 
him  to  be  of  another  mijid  : 

47  Insonnich  that  he  dischargcxl 
Jklenelaus  fn-m  the  accusations,  who 
notwith-tai  dir.g  whs  cause  of  all 
th'-  mischief:  and  those  poor  men, 
who,  if  they  had  tokl  iheir  r<.use, 
yea,  b<  fore  the  Fcythiait'*,  bonld 
have  been  judged  innocent,  them 
he  condemnid  to  death. 

48  Tlus  they  that  f  Uowid  'he 
matter  for  the  city,  and  tbi  the  peo- 
ple, and  for  tlie  holy  ve-sels,  did 
soon  suffer  unjust  pnoisliment. 

49  Wheiefote  even  tht  y  of  T\ras, 
moved  with  hatred  of  that  wic!;etl 
deed,  cau-^  them  to  Ix-  bi  noar- 
ab  y  buried. 

50  And  so  thronph  the  covetous- 
ne^  <if  them  that  wire  uf  pw. :  Me- 
nelaus Ten.ained  still  in  antl.oiity. 
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increasing  in  malice,  and  being  a 
great  tiuitor  to  the  citizens. 

CHAPTER  V. 

t  Of  Ot^  tigtu  and  tokens  teen  in  JeruiaJem. 
6  0/  the  end  and  wickednesa  of  Jason.  11  The 
pursuit  ofAntiocJius  against  the  Jews.  15  The 
spoiling  of  the  temple.  27  Maccabeus  Jleelh 
into  the  wtldemess. 

ABOUT  the  same  time  Antiochus 
jl\.  prepared  his  second  voyage  in- 
to Egypt : 

2  And  then  it  happened,  tiiat 
through  all  the  city,  for  the  space 
almost  of  forty  days,  there  were 
seen  horsemen,  running  in  the  air, 
in  cloth  of  gold,  and  armed  with 
lances,  like  a  bandt  of  soldiers, 

3  And  troops  of  horsemen  in  ar- 
ray, eneountering  and  ninning  one 
against  another,  with  sliaking.  of 
shields,  and  multitude  of  pikes,  and 
drawing  of  swonds,  and  casting  of 
darts,  and  glitteiiiig  of  golden  orna- 
ments, and  harness  of  all  sorts. 

4  Wherefore  every  man  prayed 
that  that  apparition  might  turn  to 
good. 

5  Now  when  there  was  gone  forth 
a  false  rumour,  as  though  Antio- 
chus had  been  dead,  Jason  took  at 
the  least  a  thousand  men,  and  sud- 
denly made  an  assault  upon  the 
city ;  and  they  that  were  u{X)n  the 
walls  being  put  back,  and  the  city 
at  length  taken,  Menelaus  fled  into 
the  castle : 

6  But  Jason  slew  his  own  citizens 
without  mercy,  not  considering  that 
to  get  the  day  of  them  of  his  own 
iiation  would  be  a  most  unhappy 
day  for  him ;  but  thinking  they  had 
been  his  enemies,  and  not  his  coim- 
trymen,  whom  he  conqueredi 

7  Howbeit  for  all  this  he  obtained 
not  the  principality,  but  at  the  last 
received  shame  for  tlie  reward  of 
his  treason,  and  fled  again  into  the 
country  of  the  Ammonites. 

8  In  the  end  therefore  he  had  an 


unliappy  retuni,  being  accused  be- 
fore Aretas  the  king  of  the  Ara- 
bians, fleeing  from  city  to  city,  pur- 
sued of  all  men,  hated  as  a  foi-saker 
of  the  laws,  and  being  had  in  abo- 
mination as  an  open  enemy  of  his 
country  and  countrymen,  he  was 
cast  out  into  Egypt. 

9  Thus  he  that  had  driven  many 
out  of  their  country  perished  in  a 
strange  land,  retiring  to  the  Lace- 
dtemonians,  and  thinking  there  to 
find  succour  by  reason  of  liis  kin- 
dred: 

10  And  he  that  had  oast  out  many 
unburied  had"  none  to  mourn  for 
him,  nor  any  solemn  funerals  at  all, 
nor  sepulchre  with  his  fathers, 

11  Now  when  this  that  was  done 
came  to  the  king's  ear,  he  thought 
that  Judea  had  revolted :  where- 
upon removing  out  of  Egypt  in  a 
furious  mind,  he  took  the  city  by 
force  of  arms, 

12  And  commanded  his  men  of 
wan  not  to  spare  such  as  they  met, 
and  to  slay  such  as  went  up  upon 
the  houses. 

13  Thus  there  was  killing  of  young 
andi  old,  making  away  ot  men,  wo- 
men, and  children,  slaying  of  viigins 
and  infants. 

14  And  there  were  destroyed  with- 
in the  space  of  three  whole  days 
fourscore  thousand^  whereof  forty 
thousand  were  slain  in  the  conflict ; 
and  no  fewer  sold  than  slain. 

15  Yet  was  he  not  content  with 
this,  but  presumed  to  go  into  the 
most  holy  temple  of  all  the  world; 
Menelaus,  that  traitor  to  the  laws, 
and  to  his  own  country,  being  his 
guide: 

16  And  taking  the  holy  vessels 
with  polluted  liands,  and  with  pro- 
fane hands  pulling  down  the  things 
that  were  dedicated  by  other  kings 
to  tlie  augmentation  and  glory  and 
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honour  of  the  place,  he  gave  them 
away, 

17  And  so  haughty  was  Antlochus 
in  mind,  that  he  considered  not 
that  the  Lord  was  angiy  for  a  while 
for  the  sins  of  them  that  dwelt  in 
the  city,  and  therefore  his  eye  was 
not  upon  the  place. 

18  For  had  they  not  been  formerly 
WTapped  in  many  sins,  this  man, 
as  soon  as  he  had  come,  had  forth- 
with been  scourged,  and  put  back 
from  his  presiunption,  as  Heliodo- 
rus  was,  whom  Seleucus  the  king 
sent  to  view  the  treasury. 

19  Nevertheless  God  did  not  choose 
the  people  for  the  place's  sake,  but 
tlie  place  for  the  people's  sake. 

20  And  therefore  the  place  itself, 
that  was  partaker  -with  them  of  tlie 
adversity  that  happened  to  the  na- 
tion, did  afterward  communicate  in 
the  benefits  sent  from  the  Lord;: 
and  as  it  was  forsaken  in  the  wrath 
of  the  Almighty,  so  again,  the  great 
Lord  being  reconciled,  it  was  set 
up  with  all  glory. 

21  So  when  Antiochus  had  carried 
out  of  the  temple  a  thousand  and 
eight  hundred  talents,  he  departed 
in  all  haste  unto  Antiochia,  weening 
in  his  pride  to  make  the  land  navi- 
gable, and  the  sea  passable  by  foot : 
such  was  the  haughtiness  of  his 
mind. 

22  And  he  left  governors  to  vex 
the  nation :  at  Jerusalem,  Philip, 
for  his  country  a  Phrygian,  and  for 
manners  more  barbarous  than  he 
that  set  him  there  ; 

23  And  at  Garizim,  Andronicus  ; 
and  besides,  Menelaus,  who  worse 
than  all  the  rest  bare  an  heavy  hand 
over  the  citizens,  having  a  mali- 
cious mind  against  his  countrymen 
the  Jews. 

24  He  sent  also  that  detestable 
ringleader  Apollonius  with  an  army 


of  two  and  twenty  thousand,  com- 
manding him  to  slay  all  those  that 
were  in  their  best  age,  and  to  sell 
the  women  and  the  younger  sort : 

25  Who  coming  to  Jerusalem,  and 
pretending  peace,  did  forbear  till 
the  holy  day  of  the  s^abbath,  when 
taking  the  Jews  keeping  holy  day, 
he  commanded  his  men  to  arm 
themselves. 

26  And  so  he  slew  all  them  that 
>were  gone  to  the  celebrating  of  the 
sabbath,  and  runnmg  through  the 
city  with  weapons  slew  great  mul- 
titudes. 

27  But  Judas  Maccabeus  with 
'nine  others,  or  thereabout,  with- 
drew himself  into  the  wilderness, 
and  lived  in  the  mountains  after 
the  manner  of  beasts,  with  his  com- 
pany, who  fed  on  herbs  continually, 
lest  they  should  be  partakers  of 
the  pollution. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

1  JTieJews  are  compelled  to  leave  the  law  of  Cfcd. 
4  The  temple  is  defiled.  S  Cruflty  upon  theveo- 
iple  and  the  icomen.  12  An  exhortation  to  bear 
affliction,  by  the  example  of  the  valiant  couragt 
cj  Eleazariis,  cruelly  tortured. 

NOT  long  after  this  the  king 
sent  an  old  man  of  Athens  to 
compel  the  Jews  to  depart  from  the 
laws  of  their  fathers,  and  not  to  live 
after  the  laws  of  God  : 

2  And  to  pollute  also  the  temple 
in  Jerusalem,  and  to  call  it  the 
temple  of  Jupiter  Olympius ;  and 
that  in  Garizim,  of  Jupiter  the  De- 
fender of  strangers,  as  they  did 
desire  that  dwelt  in  the  place. 

3  The  coming  in  of  this  mischief 
was  sore  and  grievous  to  the  people: 

4  For  the  temple  was  filled  with 
riot  and  revelling  by  the  Gentiles, 
who  dallied  with  harlots,  and  had 
to  do  with  women  within  the  circuit 
of  the  holy  places,  and  besides  that 
brought  in  things  that  were  not 
lawful. 
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5  Tlie  altar  also  was  filled  with 
profane  things,  which  the  law  for- 
biddeth. 

6  Neither  was  it  lawful  for  a  man 
to  keep  sabViatli  days  or  ancient 
feasts,  or  to  profess  himself  at  all 
to  be  a  Jew. 

7  And  in  the  day  of  the  king's 
birth  every  month  they  were  brought 
by  bitter  constraint  to  eat  of  the 
sacrifices ;  and  when  the  feast  of 
Bacchus  was  kept,  the  Jews  were 
compelled  to  go  in  procession  to 
Bacchus,  carrying  ivy. 

8  Moreover  there  went  out  a  de- 
cree to  the  neighbour  cities  of  the 
heathen,  by  the  suggestion  of  Pto- 
lemee,  against  the  Jews,  that  ihey 
should  observe  the  same  fasliions, 
and  be  pailakei-s  of  their  sacri- 
fices: 

9  And  whoso  would  not  conform 
themselves  to  the  manners  of  the 
Gentiles  should  be  put  to  death. 
Then  might  a  man  have  seen  the 
present  misery. 

10  For  there  were  two  women 
broug])t,  who  had  circumcised  their 
chihlren ;  whom  when  they  had 
openly  led  round  about  the  city,  the 
babes  hanging  at  their  breasts,  they 
cast  them  down  headlong  from  the 
wall. 

11  And  others,  that  had  run  to- 
gether into  caves  near  by,  to  keep 
the  sabbath  day  secretly,  being  dis- 
covered to  Philip,  were  all  burnt 
together,  because  they  made  a  con- 
ficience  to  help  tliemselves  for  the 
honour  of  the  most  sacred  day. 

12  Now  I  beseech  those  that  read 
this  book,  that  they  be  not  discou- 
raged for  these  calamities,  but  that 
they  judge  those  punishments  not 
to  he  for  destruction,  but  for  a 
chastening  of  our  nation. 

13  I'or  it  is  a  token  of  his  great 
goodness,  when  wicked  doers  are  not 


suffered  any  long  time,  but  forth- 
witli  punished. 

14  For  not  as  with  other  nations, 
whom  the  Lord  patiently  forbear- 
eth  to  punisli,  till  they  be  come  to 
tlie  fulness  of  their  sins,  so  dealeth 
he  with  us, 

15  Lest  that,  being  come  to  the 
height  of  sin,  afterwards  he  should 
take  vengeance  of  us. 

16  And  therefore  he  never  with- 
draweth  his  mercy  from  us:  and 
though  he  punish  with  adversity, 
yet  doth  be  never  forsake  his 
people. 

17  But  let  this  that  we  have  spok- 
en be  for  a  warning  unto  us.  And 
now  will  we  come  to  the  declaring 
of  the  matter  in  few  words. 

18  Eleazar,  one  of  the  princijal 
scribes,  an  aged  man,  and  of  a 
well  favom-ed  countenance,  was 
constrained  to  open  his  mouth,  and 
to  eat  swine's  flesh. 

19  But  he,  choosing  rather  to  die 
gloriously,  tlian  to  live  stained  with 
such  an  abomination,  spit  it  forth, 
and  came  of  his  own  accoid  to  the 
toiment, 

20  As  it  behoved  them  to  come, 
that  are  resolute  to  stand  out  a- 
gainst  such  things,  as  are  not  law- 
ful for  love  of  lile  to  be  tasted. 

21  But  they  that  had  the  charge 
of  that  wicked  feast,  for  the  old  ac- 
quaintance they  had  with  the  man, 
taking  him  aside,  besought  him  to 
bring  flesh  of  his  own  provision, 
such  as  was  lawful  for  hini  to  use, 
aTid  make  as  if  he  did  eat  of  tlie 
flesh  taken  from  the  sacrifice  com- 
manded by  the  king ; 

22  That  in  so  doing  he  might  be 
delivered  from  death,  and  for  the  old 
friendship  with  them  find  favour. 

23  But  he  began  to  consider  dis- 
creetly, and  as  became  his  age,  and 
the  excellency  of  his  ancient  yeai*, 
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and  the  honour  of  his  gray  liead, 
M'hereunto  he  was  come,  and  his 
most  lionest  education  from  a  child, 
or  rather  the  holy  law  made  and 
given  by  God  :  therefore  he  answer- 
ed accordingly,  and  wilLd  them 
straightways  to  send  him  to  the 
grave. 

24  For  it  becometh  not  our  age, 
said  Ac,  in  any  wise  to  dissemble, 
■whereby  many  young  persons  might 
think  that  P^letizar,  being  fourscore 
years  old  and  ten,  were  now  gone 
to  a  strange  religion ; 

26  And  so  they  through  mine  hy- 
pocrisy, and  desire  to  live  a  little 
time  and  a  moment  longer,  should 
be  deceived  by  me,  and  I  get  a 
stain  to  mine  old  age,  and  make 
it  abominable. 

26  For  though  for  the  present 
time  I  shoxild  be  delivered  from  the 
punishment  of  men :  yet  should  I 
not  escape  the  hand  of  the  Almigh- 
ty, neither  alive,  nor  dead. 

27  Wherefore  now,  manfidly chang- 
ing this  life,  I  will  shew  myself 
such  an  one  as  mine  age  requireth, 

28  And  leave  a  notable  example 
to  such  as  be  young  to  die  willingly 
and  courageously  for  the  honour- 
able and  holy  laws.  And  when  he 
had  said  these  woids,  immediately 
lie  went  to  the  torment : 

29  They  that  led  him  changing 
the  good  will  they  bare  him  a  little 
before  into  hatred,  because  the  fore- 
said speeches  proceeded,  as  they 
thought,  from  a  desperate  mind. 

30  But  when  he  was  ready  t<j  die 
with  stripes,  he  groaned,  and  said.  It 
is  manifest  unto  the  Lord,  that  hath 
the  holy  knowledge,  tliat  whereas 
I  might  have  been  delivered  from 
death,  I  now  endm-e  .'-ore  i)ains  in 
body  by  being  b.aten:  but  in  soul 
am  well  content  to  suffer  these 
things,  because  I  fear  him. 


31  And  thus  this  man  died,  leav- 
ing his  death  for  an  example  of  a 
noble  courage,  and  a  memorial  of 
viitue,  not  only  unto  young  men, 
but  unto  all  his  nation. 

CHAI'TER  VII. 

Tlie  constancy  and  cruel  death  of  seven  brethren 
and  their  mollier  in  one  day,  because  they 
u-ould  not  eat  swine' $  fiesh  at  the  king's  com- 
marulment 

IT  came  to  pass  also,  that  seven 
brethren  with  their  mother  were 
tiiken,  and  compelled  by  the  king 
against  the  law  to  taste  swine's  flesh, 
and  were  tormented  with  scouiges 
and  whips. 

2  But  one  of  them  that  spake  fir^t 
said  thus,  What  wouldest  thou  ask 
or  learn  of  us  1  we  are  ready  to  die, 
rather  than  to  transgress  the  laws 
of  our  fathers. 

3  Then  the  king,  being  in  a  rage, 
commanded  pans  and  caldrons  to 
be  made  hot: 

4  Which  forthwith  being  heated, 
he  commanded  to  cut  out  the  tongue 
of  him  that  spake  first,  and  to  cut 
off  the  utmost  parts  of  his  body, 
the  rest  of  his  brethren  and  his 
mother  looking  on. 

5  ^(jw  when  he  was  thus  maimed 
in  all  his  members,  he  commanded 
him  beiiig  yet  alive  to  be  brought  to 
the  fire,  and  to  be  fried  in  the  pan  : 
and  as  the  vapour  of  the  pan  was 
for  a  good  space  dispersed,  they  ex- 
horted one  another  with  the  mother 
to  die  manfully,  saying  thus, 

6  The  Lord  God  looketh  upon  ut^, 
and  in  truth  hath  comfort  in  us,  as 
Moses  in  his  song,  which  witnessed 
to  their  faces,  declared,  sa}  ing.  And 
he  shall  be  comforted  in  his  ser- 
vants. 

7  So  when  the  first  was  dead  after 
this  manner,  they  brought  the  se- 
cond to  make  him  a  mocking  .stock  : 
and  when  they  had  pulkd  off  the 
skin  of  his  he<id  with  the  hair,  they 
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asked  him,  Wilt  thou  eat,  before 
thou  be  punished  throughout  every 
member  of  thy  body  ? 

8  But  he  answered  in  hia  own 
language,  and  said.  No.  Wherefore 
he  also  received  the  next  torment 
in  order,  as  the  fonner  did. 

9  And  wlien  he  was  at  the  last 
gasp,  he  said,  Thou  like  a  fury  fcik- 
est  us  out  of  this  present  life,  but 
the  King  of  the  world  shall  raise 
us  up,  ■w'ho  have  died  for  his  laws, 
unto  everlasting  life. 

10  After  him  was  the  third  made 
a  mocking  stock :  and  when  he  was 
required,  he  put  out  his  tongue, 
and  that  right  soon,  holding  forth 
his  hands  manfully, 

11  And  said  courageously.  These  I 
had  from  heaven;  and  for  his  laws 
I  despise  them;  and  from  him  I 
hope  to  receive  them  again. 

12  Insomuch  that  the  king,  and 
they  that  were  with  him,  marvelled 
at  the  young  man's  courage,  forthat 
he  nothing  regarded  the  pains. 

13  Now  when  this  man  was  dead 
aUo,  they  tonnented  and  mangled 
the  fourth  in  like  manner. 

14  So  when  he  was  ready  to  die 
he  said  thus.  It  is  good,  being  put 
to  death  by  men,  to  look  for  hope 
from  God  to  be  raised  up  again  by 
him :  as  for  thee,  thou  shtilt  'have 
no  resuirection  to  life. 

15  Afterward  they  brought  the 
fifth  also,  and  mangled  him. 

16  Then  looked  he  unto  the  king, 
and  said.  Thou  hast  power  over 
men,  thou  art  corruptible,  thou  do- 
est  what  thou  wilt;  yet  think  not 
that  our  nation  is  forsaken  of  God ; 

17  But  abide  a  while,  and  behold 
his  great  power,  how  he  will  tor- 
ment thee  and  thy  seed. 

18  After  him  also  they  brought 
the  sixth,  who  being  ready  to  die 
naid,  Be  not  deceived  without  cause : 


for  we  suffer  these  things  for  our- 
selves, having  sinned  against  onr 
God :  therefore  marvellous  things 
are  done  unto  us. 

19  But  thinlc  not  thou,  that  takest 
in  hand  to  strive  against  God,  that 
thou  shalt  escape  unpunished. 

20  But  the  mother  was  marvellous 
above  all,  and  worthy  of  honourable 
memory :  for  when  she  saw  her 
seven  sons  slain  within  the  space  of 
one  day,  she  bare  it  with  a  good 
courage,  because  of  the  hope  that 
she  had  in  the  Lord, 

:21  Yea,  she  exhorted  every  one  of 
them  in  her  own  language,  fiUed 
with  courageous  spirits ;  and  stir- 
ring up  her  womanish  thoughts 
with  a  manly  stomach,  she  said  un- 
to them, 

22  I  cannot  tell  how  ye  came  into 
my  womb;  for  I  neither  gave  you 
breath  nor  life,  neither  was  it  I 
that  formed  the  members  of  every 
one  of  you ; 

23  But  doubtless  the  Creator  of 
the  world,  who  formed  the  genera- 
tion of  man,  and  found  out  the  be- 
ginning of  all  things,  will  also  of  his 
own  mercy  give  you  breath  and  life 
again,  as  ye  now  regard  not  your 
own  selves  for  his  laws*  sake. 

24  Now  Antiochus,  thinking  him- 
self despised,  and  suspecting  it  to 
be  a  reproachful  speech,  whilst  the 
youngest  was  yet  alive,  did  not  only 
exhort  him  by  words,  but  also  as- 
sm-ed  him  with  oaths,  that  he  would 
make  him  both  a  rich  and  a  happy 
man,  if  he  would  tm-n  from  the 
laws  of  his  fathers;  and  that  also 
he  would  take  him  for  his  friend, 
and  trust  him  with  affairs. 

25  But  when  the  young  man 
would  in  no  case  hearken  unto  him, 
the  king  called  his  motlier,  and 
exhorted  her  that  she  would  coun- 
sel the  young  man  to  save  his  life. 
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26  And  wLen  lie  liad  exhorted  her 
■with  many  words,  she  promistd  him 
that  she  would  counsel  her  won. 

27  But  she  ]x)wing  herself  toward 
him,  laughing  the  cruel  tyrant  to 
scorn,  spake  in  her  countiy  lan- 
guage on  tliis  manner ;  0  my  son, 
have  pity  upon  me  that  hare  thee 
nine  montlis  in  my  womb,  ond  gave 
thee  suck  three  years,  and  nourish- 
ed thee,  and  brought  thee  up  unto 
this  age,  and  endured  the  troubles 
of  education. 

28  I  beseech  thee,  my  eon,  look 
upon  the  heaven  and  the  earth,  and 
all  tliat  is  therein,  and  consider 
that  God  made  them  of  things 
that  were  not:  and  so  was  man- 
kind made  likewise. 

29  Fear  not  tliis  tormentor,  but, 
being  worthy  of  thy  brethren,  take 
thy  death,  that  I  may  receive  thee 
again  in  mercy  with  thy  bretliren. 

30  Whiles  she  was  yet  speaking 
these  words,  the  young  man  said, 
"Whom  wait  ye  for  ?  I  will  not  obey 
the  king's  couimaudment :  but  I  will 
ol'ey  the  commandment  of  the  law 
that  was  given  unto  our  fethers  by 
Moses. 

31  And  thou,  that  hast  been  the 
author  of  all  mischief  against  the 
Hebrews,  shalt  not  escape  the  hands 
of  God. 

32  For  we  suffer  becatise  of  onr 
sins. 

33  And  though  tljs  living  Lord 
be  angry  with  us  a  little  while  for 
our  chastening  and  c-urrection,  yet 
shall  he  be  at  one  again  with  his 
servants. 

34  But  thou,  O  godless  man,  and 
of  all  other  most  wicked,  be  not 
lifted  up  without  a  caa<e,  nor  puff- 
ed up  with  imcertain  hopes,  lifting 
np  thy  himd  against  the  servanb 
of  God: 

35  For  thou  hast  not  yet  escaped 


the  judgment  of  Almighty  God,  who 
seeth  all  things. 

36  For  our  brethren,  who  now 
have  suffered  a  short  piain,  are  dead 
under  God's  covenant  of  everlasting 
life:  but  thou,  through  the  judg- 
ment of  God,  shalt  receive  just 
puni-hment  for  thy  pride. 

37  But  I,  as  my  brethren,  offer 
ap  my  body  and  life  for  the  laws  of 
our  fathers,  be-eeching  Gcd  that 
he  would  speedily  be  merciful  unto 
our  nation  ;  and  that  thou  by  tor- 
ments and  plagues  mayest  confess, 
that  he  alone  is  God; 

38  And  that  in  me  and  my  bre- 
thren the  wrath  of  the  Almighty, 
which  is  justly  bi ought  upon  sill 
our  nation,  may  cea*«. 

39  Then  the  kuig,  being  in  a 
rage,  handled  him  worse  than  all 
the  rest,  and  took  it  grievously  that 
he  was  mocked. 

40  So  this  man  died  undefiled,  and 
put  his  whole  trust  in  the  Lord. 

41  Last  of  all  after  the  sons  the 
nwther  died. 

42  Let  this  be  enough  now  to  have 
spoken  concerning  the  iilolatrous 
feasts,  and  the  extreme  tortures. 

CHAPTER  VnL 

1  Judat  ffoOkartth  an  hod.  9  Nieanor  it  lemt 
againtt  ttnt:  idko  jirennett  lo  note  vmek 
raottey  of  it*  prUoaer*.  16  Jadaa  eneoumffelh 
Uf  me*,  and  pattelk  Nienwor  to  fight,  28  etui 
divideth  the  tpoilt.  30  OHer  ememirt  are  alto 
ditfeatti,  35  awi,  Nieanor  feelk  wUk  grirf  to 
Aiitwch. 

THEN  Judas  Maccabeus,  and 
they  that  were  with  him,  went 
jirivily  into  the  towns,  and  called 
their  kuisfolks  t<^ether,  and  took 
unto  them  all  such  as  continued  in 
the  Jews'  religion,  and  assembled 
about  six  thousand  men- 

2  And  they  called  upon  the  Lord, 
that  he  would  look  n|X)n  tlie  peo- 
ple that  was  trodden  down  of  all; 
and  also  pity  the  temple  profaned 
of  ungodly  men ; 
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3  And  that  he  would  have  com- 
passion upon  the  city,  sore  defaced, 
and  ready  to  be  made  even  with 
the  ground;  and  hear  the  blood 
that  cried  unto  him, 

4  Andrememberthe wicked  slaugh- 
ter of  haiTOless  infants,  and  the 
blasphemies  committed  against  his 
name ;  and  that  he  would  shew  his 
hatrecl  against  the  wicked. 

5  Now  when  Maccabeus  had  his 
company  about  him,  he  could  not 
be  withstood  by  the  heathen  :  for 
the  wrath  of  the  Lord  was  turned 
into  mercy. 

6  Therefore  he  came  at  unawares, 
and  burnt  up  towns  and  cities,  and 
got  into  his  hands  the  most  com- 
modious places,  and  overcame  and 
put  to  flight  no  small  number  of 
his  enemies. 

7  Rut  specially  took  he  advantage 
of  the  niglit  for  such  privy  attempts, 
insomuch  that  the  bruit  of  his  man- 
liness was  spread  every  where. 

8  So  when  Philip  saw  that  this 
man  increased  by  little  and  little, 
and  that  things  prospered  with  him 
Klill  mure  and  more,  he  wrote  unto 
Ptolemeus,  the  govemoi'  of  Celosy- 
ria  and  Phenice,  to  yield  more  aid 
to  the  king's  affaii-s. 

9  Then  forthwith  choosing  Nica- 
nor  the  son  of  Patroclus,  one  of  his 
special  friends,  he  sent  liim  with  no 
fewer  than  twenty  thousand  of  all 
nations  undur  him,  to  root  out  the 
whole  generation  of  the  Jews ;  and 
with  hiui  he  joined  also  Gorgias  a 
captain,  who  in  matters  of  war  had 
great  experience. 

10  So  Nicanor  undertook  to  make 
so  much  money  of  the  captive  Jews, 
as  should  defray  the  tribute  of  two 
thouscind  talents,  which  the  king 
Wiis  to  pay  to  the  Rom ms. 

11  Wherefore  immediately  he  sent 
to  the  cities  upon  the  sea   coast, 


proclaiming  a  sale  of  the  cap- 
tive Jews,  and  promising  that  they 
should  have  fom-ocore  and  ten  bodies 
for  one  talent,  not  expecting  the 
vengeance  that  was  to  follow  upon 
him  from  the  Almighty  God. 

12  Now  when  word  was  brought 
unto  Judas  of  Nicanor's  coming, 
and  he  had  imparted  imto  those 
that  were  with  him  that  the  army 
was  at  hand, 

13  They  that  were  fearful,  and 
distrusted  the  justice  of  God,  fled, 
and  conveyed  themselves  away. 

14  Others  sold  all  that  they  had 
left,  and  withal  besought  the  Lord 
to  deliver  them,  being  sold  by  the 
wicked  Nicanor  before  they  met 
together : 

15  And  if  not  for  their  own  sakes, 
yet  for  the  covenants  he  had  made 
>vith  their  fathers,  and  for  his  holy 
and  glorious  name's  sake,  by  which 
they  were  called. 

16  So  Maccabeus  called  his  men 
together  unto  the  number  of  six 
thousand,  and  exhorted  them  not  to 
be  stricken  with  terror  of  the  enemy, 
nor  to  fear  the  great  multitude  of 
the  heathen,  who  came  wrongfully 
against  them ;  but  to  fight  manfully, 

17  And  to  set  before  their  eyes 
the  injury  that  they  had  unjustly 
done  to  the  holy  place,  and  the 
cruel  handling  of  the  city,  whereof 
they  made  a  mockery,  and  also  the 
taking  away  of  the  government  of 
their  forefathers : 

18  For  they,  said  he,  trust  in 
their  weapons  and  boldness;  but 
our  confidence  is  in  the  Almighty 
God,  who  at  a  beck  can  cast  down 
both  them  that  come  against  us, 
and  also  all  the  world. 

19  Moreover  he  recoimted  ujito 
them  what  helps  tlieir  forefathers 
had  found,  and  how  they  were  deli- 
vered, when  under  Sennacherib  an 
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hundred  foiirscore  and  five  thousand 
perislied. 

20  And  he  told  them  of  the  bat- 
tle that  they  had  in  Babylon  "with 
the  Galatians,  Low  they  came  but 
eight  thousand  in  all  to  the  busi- 
ness, with  four  thousand  !Macedo- 
nians,  and  that  the  Macedonians 
being  perplexed,  the  eight  thousand 
destroyed  an  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  because  of  the  help  that 
they  liad  from  heaven,  and  so  re- 
ceived a  great  booty. 

21  Ihus  when  he  had  made  them 
bold  with  these  words,  and  ready  to 
die  for  the  laws  and  tlie  country',  he 
divided  his  army  into  four  parts ; 

22  And  joined  with  himself  his 
own  brethren,  leaders  of  each  band, 
to  wit,  Simon,  and  Joseph,  and  Jo- 
nathan, giving  each  one  fifteen 
hundred  men. 

23  Also  he  appointed  Eleazar  to 
read  the  holy  book :  and  when  he 
had  given  them  this  watchword, 
The  help  of  God;  himself  leading 
the  first  band,  he  joined  battle  with 
Nicanor. 

24  And  by  the  help  of  the  Al- 
mighty they  slew  above  nine  thou- 
sand of  their  enemies,  and  wounded 
and  maimed  the  most  part  of  ^Nica- 
nor's  host,  and  so  put  all  to  flight ; 

25  And  took  their  money  that 
came  to  buy  them,  and  pursued 
them  fer :  but  lacking  time  they 
returned: 

26  For  it  was  the  day  before  the 
sabbath,  and  therefore  they  would 
no  longer  pursue  them. 

27  So  when  they  had  gathered 
their  armour  together,  and  spoiled 
their  enemies,  they  occupied  them- 
selves about  the  sabbath,  yielding 
exceeding  praise  and  thanks  to  the 
Lord,  who  had  preserved  them  unto 
that  day,  which  was  the  1  eginning 
of  mercy  distilling  upon  them. 


28  And  after  the  sabbath,  when 
they  had  given  part  of  the  spoils  to 
the  maimed,  and  the  widows,  and 
orphans,  the  re-idue  they  divided 
among  themselves  and  their  ser- 
vants. 

29  When  this  was  done,  and  they 
had  made  a  commrn  supplication, 
they  besought  the  merciful  Lord  to 
te  reconciled  with  his  servants  for 
ever. 

30  Moreover  of  those  that  were 
with  Timotheus  and  Bacchides,  who 
fought  against  them,  they  slew 
above  twenty  thousand,  and  very 
easily  got  high  and  strong  holds, 
and  divided  among  themselves  many 
spoils  more,  and  made  the  maimed, 
orphans,  widows,  yea,  and  the  aged 
also,  equal  in  spoils  with  themselves. 

31  And  when  they  had  gathered 
their  armour  together,  they  laid 
them  up  all  carefully  in  conveni- 
ent places,  and  the  remnant  of  the 
spoils  they  brought  to  Jerusalem. 

32  They  slew  also  Philarchas  that 
wicked  person,  who  was  with  Timo- 
theus, and  had  annoyed  the  Jews 
many  ways. 

33  Furthermore  at  such  time  as 
they  kept  the  feast  for  the  victory 
in  their  c-otrntrj'  they  burnt  Callie- 
thenes,  that  had  set  fire  upon  the 
holy  gates,  who  had  fled  into  a 
little  house;  and  so  he  received  a 
re^vard  meet  for  his  wickedness. 

(  34  As  for  that  most  ungracious 
Nicanor,  who  had  brought  a  thou- 
sand merchants  to  buy  the  Jews, 

i  35  He  was  through  the  help  of 
the  Lord  brought  down  by  them,  of 
whom  he  made  leasl  account;  and 
putting  ofi"  his  glorious  apparel,  and 
discharging  his  company,  he  came 
like  a  fugitive  servant  tlirough  the 

!  midland  unto  Antioch,  having  very 
great  dishonom*,  for  that  his  host 

I  was  destroyed. 
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36  Thus  lie,  tliat  took  upon  him 
to  make  good  to  tlie  Eomans  their 
tribute  by  means  of  the  captives  in 
Jerusalem,  told  abroad,  that  the 
Jews  had  God  to  fight  fijr  them, 
and  therefore  they  could  not  be 
hurt,  because  they  followed  the 
laws  that  he  gave  them. 

CHAPTEE  IX. 

1  Aniioi-'hvtx  is  eliased  from  PersepoKs.  6  He  is 
stricken  with  a  sore  disease,  H  and  promiselh 
to  become  a  Jew.  28  He  dieth  miserahlt/. 

ABOUT  that  time  came  Antio- 
J\.  chus  with  dishonour  out  of  the 
coxmti-y  of  Persia. 

2  For  he  had  entered  tlie  city 
called  Persepolis,  and  went  about 
to  rob  the  temple,  and  to  hold  the 
city ;  AvhereU/|ioii  the  multitude  run- 
ning to  defend  themselves  Tyith 
their  weapons  put  them  to  flight  ; 
and  so  it  happened,  that  Antiochns 
being  put  to  flight  of  the  inhabit- 
ants returned  with  shame. 

3  Now  when  he  came  to  Ecba- 
tane,  news  was  brought  him  what 
had  happened  unto  Nicanor  and 
Timotheus. 

4  Then  swelling  with  anger,  he 
thought  to  avenge  upon  the  Jews 
the  disgrace  done  unto  him  by 
those  that  made  him  flee.  There- 
fore commanded  he  his  chariotman 
to  drive  without  ceasing,  and  to 
dispatch  the  journey,  the  judgment 
of  God  now  following  him.  For  he 
had  spoken  proudly  in  this  sort, 
That  he  would  come  to  Jerusalem, 
and  make  it  a  common  burying- 
place  of  the  Jews. 

5  But  the  Lord  Almighty,  the 
God  of  Isiael,  smote  liini  with  an 
incurable  and  invisible  plague  :  for 
as  soon  as  he  had  spoken  these 
words,  a  pain  of  the  bowels  that 
was  remediless  came  upon  him,  and 
sore  tonnents  of  the  inner  parts ; 

6  And  that  most  justly :  for  lie 


had  tormented  other  men's  bowels 
with  many  and  strange  t<^)rments. 

7  Howbeit  he  notliing  at  all  ceas- 
ed from  his  bragging,  but  still  was 
filled  with  pride,  breithing  out  fire 
in  his  rage  against  the  Jews,  and 
commanding  to  haste  the  journey : 
but  it  came  to  pass  that  he  fell 
down  from  his  cliariot,  oirried  vio- 
lently; so  that  having  a  sore  fall, 
all  the  members  of  his  body  were 
much  pained. 

8  And  thus  he  that  a  little  afore 
thought  he  might  command  the 
waves  of  the  sea,  (so  proud  was  he 
beyond  the  condition  of  man)  and 
weigh  the  high  mountains  in  a  ba- 
lance, was  now  cast  on  the  ground, 
and  carried  in  an  hor.selitter,  shew- 
ing forth  unto  all  the  manifest 
power  of  God. 

9  So  that  the  worms  rose  np  out 
of  the  body  of  this  wicked  man, 
and  whiles  he  lived  in  sorrow  and 
pain,  his  flesh  fell  away,  and  the 
filthiness  of  his  smell  was  noisome 
to  all  his  army. 

10  And  the  man,  that  thought  a 
little  afore  he  could  reach  to  the 
stara  of  heaven,  no  man  could  en- 
dure to  caiTy  for  his  intolerable 
stink. 

11  Here  therefore,  being  plagued, 
he  began  to  leave  off  liis  great  pride, 
and  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
himself  by  the  scourge  of  God,  his 
pain  increasing  every  moment. 

12  And  when  he  himself  could 
not  abide  his  own  smell,  he  paid 
these  words.  It  is  meet  to  be  subject 
unto  God,  and  that  a  man  that  is 
mortal  should  not  proudly  think  of 
himself,  as  if  he  were  God. 

13  This  wicked  person  vowed  also 
unto  the  Lord,  who  now  no  more 
would  have  mercy  upon  him,  say- 
ing thus. 

14  That  the  holy  city  .(to  the 
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which  he  was  going  in  haste,  to  lay 
it  even  with  the  ground,  and  to 
make  it  a  common  buryingplace,) 
lie  would  set  at  liberty : 

15  And  as  touching  the  Jews, 
whom  he  had  judged  not  worthy 
60  much  as  to  be  buried,  but  to  be 
cast  out  with  their  children  to  be 
devoured  of  tbe  fowls  and  wild 
beasts,  he  would  make  them  all 
equals  to  the  citizens  of  Athens : 

16  And  the  holy  temple,  which 
before  he  had  spoiled,  he  would 
garnish  with  goodly  gift'^,  and  re- 
store all  the  holy  vessels  with  many 
more,  and  out  of  his  own  revenue 
defray  the  charges  belonging  to  the 
sacrifices : 

17  Yea,  and  tliat  also  he  would  be- 
come a  Jew  himself,  and  go  tliiough 
all  the  world  that  was  inhabited, 
and  declare  the  power  of  God. 

18  But  for  all  this  his  pains  would 
not  cease  :  for  the  just  judgment  of 
God  was  come  upon  him :  therefore 
despaiiing  of  his  health,  he  wrote 
unto  the  Jews  the  letter  underwrit- 
ten, containing  tiie  form  of  a  sup- 
plication, after  this  manner : 

19  Antiochus,  king  and  goveinor, 
to  the  good  Jews  his  citizens  wish- 
eth  much  joy,  health,  and  pros- 
perity: 

20  If  ye  and  your  children  fare 
well,  and  your  affairs  be  to  your 
contentment,  I  give  very  great 
thanks  to  God,  having  my  hope 
in  heaven. 

21  As  for  me,  I  was  weak,  or  else 
I  would  have  remembeied  kindly 
your  honour  and  good  will.  Ee- 
turning  out  of  Persia,  and  being 
taken  with  a  grievous  disease,  I 
thought  it  necessary  to  care  for 
the  common  8;ifety  of  all : 

22  Not  distrusting  mine  health, 
but  having  great  hope  to  escape 
this  sickness. 
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23  But  considering  that  even  my 
father,  at  what  time  he  led  an  ancny 
into  the  high  countries,  appointed 
a  successor, 

24  To  the  end  that,  if  any  thing 
fell  out  contrdiy  to  expectation,  or  if 
any  tidings  were  brought  that  were 
grievous,  they  of  the  land,  knowing 
to  whom  the  state  was  left,  might 
not  be  troubled : 

25  Again,  considering  how  that 
the  princes  that  are  borderers  and 
neighbours  unto  my  kingdom  wait 
for  opportunities,  and  expect  what 
shall  be  the  event,  I  have  appoint- 
ed my  son  Antiochus  king,  whom 
I  often  committed  and  commended 
unto  many  of  you,  when  I  went  up 
into  the  high  provinces ;  to  whom 
I  have  written  as  followeth : 

26  Therefore  I  pray  and  request 
you  to  remember  the  benefits  that 
I  have  done  unto  you  generally, 
and  in  special,  and  that  every  man 
will  be  still  faithful  to  me  and 
my  son. 

27  For  I  am  persuaded  that  he 
understanding  my  mind  will  fa- 
vourably and  graciously  yield  to 
your  desires. 

28  Thus  the  murderer  and  blas- 
phemer having  suffered  most  griev- 
ously, as  he  entreated  other  men, 
so  died  he  a  miserable  death  in  a 
strange  country  in  the  mountains. 

29  And  Philip,  that  was  brought 
up  with  him,  carried  away  his  body, 
who  also  fearing  the  son  of  Antio- 
chus went  into  Egypt  to  Ptolemeus 
Philometor. 

CHAPTEE  X. 

1  Judat  reeovereth  the  cily,  and  purifieth  the 
temjAe.  M  Gorqias  vexeth  the  Jews,  lejudax 
winneth  their  liolda.  29  Timolheus  and  his 
tn«n  are  discomfited,  35  Guzara  ia  taken,  and 
Timotlieus  slain. 

OW  Maccabeus  and  his  com- 
pany, the  Lord  guiding  them, 
recovered  the  temple  and  the  city  : 
fl3 
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2  But  the  altars  wLicb  the  hea- 
then had  built  in  the  open  stieet, 
and  also  the  chapels,  they  pulled 
down. 

3  And  having  cleansed  the  temple 
they  made  another  altar,  and  strik- 
ing stones  they  took  tire  out  of 
them,  and  offered  a  ftaciifice  after 
two  years,  and  set  forth  incense, 
and  lights,  and  shewbread. 

4  When  tliat  was  done,  they  fell 
flat  down,  and  besought  the  Lord 
tliat  they  might  come  no  more  into 
such  troubles ;  but  if  tiiey  sinned 
any  more  against  him,  that  he  liim- 
self  would  chasten  them  witli  morcj', 
and  that  they  might  not  be  deli- 
vered unto  the  blasphemous  and 
barbarous  nations. 

5  Now  upon  the  same  day  that 
the  strangers  profaned  the  temple, 
on  the  very  same  day  it  was  cleans- 
ed again,  even  the  live  and  twenti- 
eth day  of  the  same  month,  which 
is  Casleu. 

6  And  they  kept  eight  days  with 
gladness,  as  in  the  feast  of  the 
tabernacles,  remembering  that  not 
long  afore  they  had  held  the  feast 
of  the  tabernacles,  when  as  tliey 
wandered  in  the  mountains  and 
dens  like  beasts. 

7  Therefore  they  bare  branches, 
and  fair  boughs,  and  palms  also, 
and  sang  psalms  unto  him  that  had 
given  them  good  success  in  cleans- 
ing his  place. 

8  Tliey  ordained  also  by  a  com- 
mon statute  and  decree.  That  every 
year  those  days  should  be  kept  of 
the  whole  nation  of  the  Jews. 

9  And  this  was  the  end  of  Antio- 
chus,  called  Epiphanes. 

10  Now  will  we  declare  the  acts 
of  Antiochus  Eupator,  who  was  the 
son  of  this  wicked  man,  gathering 
briefly  the  calamities  of  the  wai-s. 

11  So  wlien  he  was  come  to  the 


crown,  he  set  one  Lysias  over  tlie 
affiirs  of  his  realm,  and  appointed 
him  cliief  governor  of  Celosyria  and 
Plienico. 

12  For  Ptolemeus,  that  was  call- 
ed Macron,  choosing  rather  to  do 
justice  unto  the  Jews  for  the  wrong 
that  liad  been  done  unto  them,  en- 
deavoured to  continue  peace  with 
them. 

13  Whereupon  being  accused  of 
the  Mng^s  friends  before  Eupator, 
and  called  traitor  at  every  word, 
becaase  he  had  left  Cyprus,  that 
Philometor  had  committed  unto 
him,  and  departed  to  Antioclius 
Epiphanes,  and  seeing  that  he  was 
in  no  honourable  place,  he  was  so 
discouraged,  that  he  poisoned  him- 
self and  died. 

14  But  when  Gorgias  was  gover- 
nor of  tlie  holds,  he  hired  soldier.^, 
and  nourished  war  continually  with 
the  Jews : 

15  And  therewithal  the  Idumeans, 
having  gotten  into  their  hands  tho 
most  commodious  holds,  kept  tho 
Jews  occupied,  and  receiving  tlioso 
that  were  banished  from  Jerusa- 
lem, they  went  about  to  nourish 
war. 

16  Then  they  that  were  with 
Maccabeus  made  supplication,  and 
besought  God  that  he  would  be 
their  helper;  and  so  they  ran  -vsitli 
violence  upon  the  strong  holds  of 
the  Idumeans, 

17  And  assaulting  them  strongly,^^ 
they  won  the  holds,  and  kept  off 
all  that  fought  upon  the  wall,  and 
slew  all  that  fell  into  their  hands, 
and  killed  no  fewer  than  twenty 
thousand. 

18  And  because  certain,  who  were 
no  less  than  nine  thousand,  were 
fled  together  into  two  very  strong 
castles,  having  all  manner  of  things 
convenient  to  sustain  the  siege, 
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19  Maccabeus  left  Simon  and 
Joseph,  ajid  Zaccheus  also,  and 
them  that  •were  \di\\  him,  who 
were  enough  to  besiege  them,  and 
departed  himself  unto  those  places 
which  more  needed  his  help. 

20  Now  they  that  were  with  Si- 
mon, being  led  with  covetoasness, 
were  persuaded  for  money  through 
certain  of  those  that  were  in  the 
castle,  and  took  seventy  thousand 
drachms,  and  let  some  of  them 
escape. 

21  But  when  it  was  told  Macca- 
beus what  was  done,  he  called  the 
governors  of  the  people  together, 
and  accused  those  men,  that  they 
had  sold  their  brethren  for  money, 
and  set  their  enemies  free  to  fight 
against  them. 

22  So  he  slew  those  that  were 
found  traitors,  and  immediately 
took  the  two  castles. 

23  And  having  good  success  with 
his  weapons  in  all  things  he  took 
in  hand,  he  slew  in  the  two  holds 
more  than  twenty  thousand. 

24  Now  Timotheus,  whom  the 
Jews  had  overcome  before,  when 
he  had  gathered  a  greit  multitude 
of  foreign  forces,  and  horses  out  of 
Asia  not  a  few,  came  as  tliough  he 
would  take  Jewry  by  force  of  arms. 

25  But  when  he  drew  near,  they 
that  were  with  IMaccabeus  turned 
themselves  to  pray  unto  God,  and 
Kprinkled  earth  upon  their  heads, 
and  girded  their  loins  with  sack- 
cloth, 

26  And  fell  down  at  the  foot  of 
the  altar,  and  besought  him  to  be 
merciful  to  them,  and  to  be  an 
enemy  to  their  enemies,  and  an 
adversary  to  their  adversaries,  as 
the  law  declareth. 

27  So  after  the  prayer  they  took 
tlieir  weapons,  and  went  on  further 
from  the  city  :  and  when  they  drew 


near  to  their  enemies,  they  kept  by 
themselves. 

28  Now  the  sun  being  newly  risen, 
they  joined  both  together ;  the  one 
part  having  together  with  their  vir- 
tue their  refuge  also  unto  the  Lord 
for  a  pledge  of  their  success  and 
victory:  the  other  side  making  their 
rage  leader  of  their  battle. 

29  But  when  the  battle  waxed 
strong,  there  appeared  unto  the 
enemies  from  heaven  five  comely 
men  upon  horses,  with  bridles  of 
gold,  and  two  of  them  led  the 
Jews, 

30  And  took  Maccabeus  betwixt 
them,  and  covered  him  on  every 
side  with  their  weapons,  and  kept 
him  safe,  but  shot  arrows  and  light- 
nings against  the  enemies :  so  that 
being  confounded  with  blindness, 
and  foil  of  trouble,  they  wei^ 
killed. 

31  And  there  were  slain  of  foot- 
men twenty  thousand  and  five  hun- 
dred, and  six  hundred  horsemen. 

32  As  for  Timotheus  himself,  he 
fled  into  a  very  strong  hold,  called 
Gazara,  where  Chereas  was  gover- 
nor. 

33  But  they  that  were  with  Mac- 
cabeus laid  siege  against  the  for- 
tress courageously  four  days. 

34  And  they  that  were  within, 
trusting  to  the  strength  of  the 
l^lace,  blaspl)emed  exceedingly,  and 
uttered  wicked  words. 

35  Nevertheless  upon  the  fifth 
day  early  twenty  young  men  of 
]\Iaccabeus'  company,  inflamed  with 
anger  because  of  the  blasphemies, 
assaulted  the  wall  manly,  and  ■with 
a  fierce  coinage  killed  all  that  they 
met  withal. 

36  Others  likewise  ascending  after 
them,  whiles  they  were  busied  with 
them  that  were  within,  burnt  tlie 
towers,   and  kindling   fires    burnt 
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the  blasphemers  alive ;  and  others 
broke  open  the  gates,  and,  having 
received  in  the  rest  of  the  army, 
took  the  city, 

37  And  killed  Timotheus,  that  was 
hid  in  a  certain  pit,  and  Chereas 
his  brother,  with  Apollophanes. 

38  When  this  was  done,  they 
praised  the  Lord  with  psalms  and 
thanksgiving,  who  had  done  so 
great  tilings  for  Israel,  and  given 
them  the  victory. 

CHAPTER  XL 

S  LyHas,  thinking  to  get  Jertaalem,  8  i$  put  to 
flight.  16  ITie  letters  of  Lysias  to  the  Jeica: 
22  of  the  king  unto  Lystat,  27  and  to  the  Jews : 
31  of  the  liomans  to  the  Jews. 

NOT  long  after  this,  Lysias  the 
king's  protector  and  cousin, 
who  also  managed  the  aflfaira,  took 
sore  displeasure  for  the  things  that 
were  done. 

2  And  when  he  had  gathered 
about  fourscore  thousand  with  all 
the  horsemen,  he  came  against  the 
Jews,  thinking  to  make  the  city 
an  habitation  of  the  Gentiles, 

3  And  to  make  a  gain  of  the  tem- 
ple, as  of  the  other  chapels  of  the 
heathen,  and  to  set  the  high  priest- 
hood to  sale  eveiy  year : 

4  Not  at  all  considering  the  power 
of  God,  but  puffed  up  with  his  ten 
thousands  of  footmen,  and  his  thou- 
sands of  hoi-semen,  and  his  four- 
score elephants. 

5  So  he  came  to  Judea,  and  drew 
near  to  Betlisura,  which  was  a 
stroTig  town,  but  distant  from  Je- 
rusalem about  five  furlongs,  and 
he  laid  sore  siege  unto  it. 

6  Now  when  they  that  were  with 
Maccabeus  heard  that  he  besieged 
the  holds,  they  and  all  the  people 
with  lamenfcition  and  tears  besought 
the  Lord  that  he  would  send  a  good 
angel  to  deliver  Israel. 

7  Then  Maccabeus  himself  first 


of  all  took  weapons,  exhorting  the 
other  that  they  would  jeopard  them- 
selves together  with  him  to  help 
their  brethren :  so  they  went  forth 
together  with  a  willing  mind. 

8  And  as  they  were  at  Jerusalem, 
there  appeared  before  them  on  horse- 
back one  in  white  clothing,  shaking 
his  armour  of  gold. 

9  Then  tliey  praised  the  merciful 
God  all  together,  and  took  heart, 
insomuch  that  they  were  ready  not 
only  to  fight  with  men,  but  with 
most  cnael  beasts,  and  to  pierce 
through  walls  of  iron. 

10  Thus  they  marched  forward  in 
their  armour,  having  an  helper  from 
heaven :  for  the  Loid  was  merciful 
unto  them. 

11  And  giving  a  charge  upon 
their  enemies  like  lions,  they  slew 
eleven  thousand  footmen,  and  six- 
teen hundred  horsemen,  and  put 
all  the  other  to  flight. 

12  Many  of  them  also  being 
wounded  escaped  naked ;  and  Ly- 
sias himself  fled  away  shamefully, 
and  so  escaped. 

13  Who,  as  he  was  a  man  of  un- 
derstanding, casting  with  himself 
what  loss  he  had  had,  and  con- 
sidering that  the  Hebrews  could 
not  be  overcome,  because  the  Al- 
mighty God  helped  them,  he  sent 
unto  them, 

14  And  persuaded  them  to  agree 
to  all  reasonable  conditiom,  and  pro- 
mised that  he  would  persuade  the 
king  that  he  must  needs  be  a  friend 
imto  them. 

15  Then  Maccabeus  consented  to 
all  that  Lysias  desired,  being  care- 
ful of  the  common  good ;  and  what- 
soever Maccabeus  wrote  unto  Lysias 
concerning  the  Jews,  the  king  grant- 
ed it. 

16  For  there  were  letters  written 
imto  the  Jews  from  Lysias  to  this 
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eiiect :    L}  sias  unto  the  people  of 
the  Jews  sendeth  greeting: 

17  John  and  Absalon,  who  were 
sent  from  you,  delivered  me  tLe 
petition  subscribed,  and  made  re- 
quest for  tbe  performance  of  the 
contents  thereof. 

18  Therefore  what  things  soever 
were  meet  to  le  refoited  to  the 
king,  I  have  declared  them,  and  he 
hath  granted  as  much  as  mi^ht  be. 

19  If  then  ye  will  keep  your- 
selves loyal  to  the  state,  hereafter 
also  will  I  endeavour  to  be  a  means 
of  Your  good. 

20  But  of  the  particulars  I  have 
given  order  both  to  these,  and  the 
other  that  came  from  me,  to  com- 
mune with  you. 

21  Fare  ye  well.  Tlie  hundred 
and  eight  and  fortieth  year,  the 
four  and  twentieth  day  of  the  month 
Dioscorinthius. 

22  Now  the  king's  letter  contained 
these  words :  King  Antiochivs  unto 
hLs  brother  Lysias  sendeth  greeting : 

23  Since  our  Tather  is  translated 
unto  the  gods,  our  wiU  is,  that  they 
that  are  in  our  realm  live  quietly, 
that  every  one  may  att^id  upon 
his  own  affairs. 

24  We  understand  also  that  the 
Jews  would  not  consent  to  our 
father,  for  to  be  brought  unto  the 
custom  of  the  Gentiles,  but  had 
rather  keep  their  own  manner  of 
living:  for  the  which  cause  they 
require  of  ^ls,  tliat  we  should  suffer 
them  to  live  after  their  own  laws. 

25  Wherefore  our  mind  is,  that 
this  nation  shall  be  in  rest,  and  we 
have  determined  to  restore  them 
their  temple,  ti^at  tliey  may  live 
according  to  the  customs  of  their 
forefathers. 

26  Thou  shalt  do  well  therefore 
to  send  unto  them,  and  grant  them 
peace,  that  when  they  are  certified 


of  our  mind,  they  may  be  of  good 
comfort,  and  ever  go  cheerfully  a* 
bout  their  own  affairs. 

27  And  the  letter  of  the  king 
unto  the  nation  of  the  Jews  was 
after  this  maniiex :  King  Antiochus 
sendeth  greeting  imto  the  council, 
and  the  rest  ot  the  Jews : 

28  If  ye  iare  well,  we  have  onr 
desire;  we  are  also  in  good  healih. 

29  Menelaus  dechired  unto  us, 
that  yov.r  desire  was  to  retnm 
home,  and  to  follow  your  owu 
business :  '  ■  '.  , 

30  Wherefore  they  that  will  de- 
part shall  have  safe  conduct  till  the 
thirtieth  day  of  Xanthicus  with  se- 
curity. 

31  And  the  Jews  shall  use  their 
own  kind  of  meats  and  laws,  as 
before ;  and  none  of  them  any 
manner  of  ways  shall  be  molested 
for  things  i^orMitly  done. 

32  I  have  sent  also  l^Ienelaus,  that 
he  may  comfcart  you. 

33  Fare  ye  well.  In  the  hun- 
dred forty  and  eighth  year,  and 
the  fifteenth  day  of  tiie  momth 
Xanthicus. 

34  The  Eomans  also  sent  unto 
them  a  letter  containing  these 
words :  Quintus  Menmiios  and  Ti- 
tus IVfanlius,  ambassador  of  the 
Rom;  ins,  send  greeting  unto  the 
people  of  the  Jew^. 

35  Whatsoever  Lysias  the  king's 
cousin  hath  granted,  tiierewith  we 
also  are  well  plea-ed. 

36  But  touching  such  things  as 
he  judged  to  be  referred  to  the 
king,  alter  ye  have  advised  there- 
of, send  one  forthwith,  that  we 
may  declare  as  it  is  convenient 
for  you :  for  we  are  now  going  to 
Antioch. 

37  Therefore  send  some  with 
speed,  that  we  may  know  what  in 
yom:  mind. 
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38  Farewell.  This  hundred  and 
eight  and  fortieth  year,  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  the  month  Xanthicus. 

CHAPTER  XII. 

I  The  Icing's  liejUenantt  vex  the  Jews,  3  Tliey 
of  Joppe  droiaii  two  hundred  Jews,  fi  Jtvdas 
is  avenged  tipon  them.  11  He  mitleth  peace 
iirith  the  Arabians,  IG  and  taheth  Caspia.  22 
Timotheus'  armies  overthrown. 

WHEN  these  covenants  TYere 
made,  Lysias  Avent  unto  the 
king,  and  the  Jews  were  about  their 
husbandry. 

2  But  of  the  governors  of  seve- 
ral i^laces,  Timotheus,  and  Apollo- 
nius  the  son  of  Genneus,  also  Hie- 
ronymus,  and  Demophon,  and  be- 
side them  Nicanor  the  governor  of 
Cyprus,  would  not  suffer  them  to 
be  quiet,  and  live  in  peace. 

3  The  men  of  Joppe  also  did  such 
an  ungodly  deed :  they  piayed  the 
Jews  that  dwelt  among  them  to  go 
with  their  wives  and  children  into 
the  boats  which  they  had  prejmred, 
as  though  they  had  meant  them  no 
liurt. 

4  Who  accepted  of  it  according  to 
the  common  decree  of  the  city,  as 
being  desirous  to  live  in  peace,  and 
suspecting  nothing :  but  when  they 
were  gone  forth  into  the  deep,  they 
drowned  no  less  than  two  hundred 
of  them. 

5  When  Judas  heard  of  this  cruelty 
done  unto  his  countrymen,  he  com- 
manded those  that  were  with  him 
to  make  them  ready. 

6  And  calling  upon  God  the  right- 
eous Judge,  he  came  against  those 
murdereis  of  his  brethren,  and  burnt 
the  haven  by  night,  and  set  the  boats 
on  fire,  and  those  that  fled  thither 
he  slew. 

7  And  when  the  town  was  shut  up, 
he  went  backward,  as  if  he  would 
return  to  root  out  all  them  of  the 
city  of  Joppe. 

8  But  when  lie  heard  that  the 


Jamnites  were  minded  to  do  in  like 
manner  unto  the  Jews  that  dwelt 
among  them, 

9  He  came  upon  the  Jamnites 
also  by  night,  and  set  fire  on  the 
haven  and  the  navy,  so  that  the 
light  of  the  fire  was  seen  at  Jeru- 
salem two  hundred  and  forty  fur- 
longs off. 

10  Now  when  they  were  gone  from 
thence  nine  furlongs  in  their  journey 
toward  Timotlieus,  no  fewer  than 
five  thousand  men  on  foot  and  five 
hundred  horsemen  of  the  Arabians 
set  upon  him. 

11  Whereupon  there  was  a  veiy 
sore  battle ;  but  Judas'  side  by  the 
lielp  of  God  got  the  victory ;  so  that 
the  Nomades  of  Arabia,  being  over- 
come, besought  Judas  for  peace, 
promising  both  to  give  him  cattle, 
and  to  pkasm-e  hiin  otherwise. 

12  Then  Judas,  thinking  indeed 
that  they  would  be  profitable  in 
many  things,  gi-anted  them  peace : 
whereupon  tliey  shook  hands,  and 
so  they  departed  totheir  tents. 

13  He  went  also  about  to  make 
a  bridge  to  a  certain  strong  city, 
which  was  fenced  about  with  walls, 
and  inhabited  by  people  of  divers 
countries ;  and  the  name  of  it  was 
Caspis. 

14  But  they  that  wore  within  it  put 
such  tiTist  in  the  strength  of  the  walls 
and  provision  of  victuals,  that  they 
behaved  themselves  rudely  toAvard 
them  that  were  Avith  Judas,  railing 
and  blaspheming,  and  uttering  such 
words  as  were  not  to  be  spoken. 

15  Wherefore  Judas  AvitJi  his  com- 
pany, calling  upon  the  gieat  Lord 
of  the  world,  who  Avithout  any  rams 
or  engines  of  war  did  cast  doAvn  Je^ 
richo  in  the  time  of  Joshua,  gave  a 
fierce  assault  agiviust  the  walls, 

16  And  took  the  city  by  Oie 
Avill  of  God,  and  made  unspeakable 
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slaughters,   insonracli 
two  furlongs  broad  near  adjoining 
thereunto,  being  filled  Ml,  was  seen 
running  with  blood. 

17  Then  departed  they  from  thence 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  firrlongs, 
and  came  to  Chaiaca  raito  the  Jews 
that  are  called  Tnbieni. 

18  But  as  for  Timothens,  they 
found  him  not  in  the  places:  for 
before  he  had  dispatched  any  thing, 
he  departed  from  thence,  having 
left  a  very  strong  garrison  in  a  cer- 
tain hold. 
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that  a  lake  fell  into  the  hands  of  Dodtliens 
and  Soeipater,  whom  he  besoogbt 
with  much  craft  to  let  him  go  witli 
his  life,  because  he  had  many  of 
the  Jews'  parents,  and  the  brethren 
of  some  of  them,  who,  if  they  pot 
him  to  death,  should  not  be  re- 
garded. 

25  So  when  he  had  assured  them 
with  many  words  that  he  would  re- 
store them  without  hurt,  according 
to  the  agreement,  they  let  him  go 
for  the  saving  of  their  brethren. 


26  Then  ilaccabeus  marched  forth 


19  Howbeit  Dositheus  and  Sosipa-  \  to  Camion,  and  to  the  temple  of  A- 
ter,  who  were  of  Maccabeus*  cap-  |  tai^atis,  and  there  he  slew  five  and 
tains,  went  forth,  and  slew  thoee  that  |  twenty  thousand  persons. 
Timotheus  had  left  in  the  fortress,  j 
a1x)ve  ten  thousind  men. 

20  And  Macc-abeus  ranged  his  army 
by  bands,  and  s-et  them  over  the 
bands,  and  went  against  Timotheus, 
who  had  about  him  an  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  men  of  foot, 
and  two  thousand  and  five  hundred 
horsemen. 

21  Now  when  Timotheus  had 
knowledge  of  Judas'  coming,  he 
sent  the  women  and  childien  and 
the  other  l<a^age  unto  a  fortress 
called  Camion :  for  the  town  vvas 
hard  to  besiege,  and  uneasy  to  come 
unto,  by  reason  of  the  straitness  of 
all  the  places. 

22  But  when  Judas  his  first  band 
came  in  sight,  the  enemies,  being 
smitten  with  fear  and  terror  through 
the  appearing  of  bim  that  seeth  all 
things,  fled  amain,  one  running  this 
way,  another  that  way,  so  as  that 
they  were  often  hurt  of  their  own 
men,  and  wounded  with  the  points 
of  their  own  swords. 

23  Judas  also  was  very  earnest  in 
pursuing  them,  killing  those  wicked 
Avretches,  of  whom  he  slew  alxjut 
thirty  thousand  men. 

24  Moreover  Timotheus  himself 


27  And  after  he  hal  put  to  fli^t 
and  destroyed  them,  Judas  removed 
the  host  toward  Ephron,  a  strong 
city,  wherein  Lysias  abode,  and  a 
great  multitude  of  divers  nations 
and  the  strong  young  men  ktpt  the 
walls,  and  defended  them  mightily : 
wherein  also  was  great  provision  of 
engines  and  darts. 

^  But  when  Judas  and  his  cwn- 
pany  hsid  called  upon  Almighty  Gcd, 
who  with  his  power  breaketh  the 
strength  of  his  enemies,  they  won 
the  city,  and  slew  twenty  and  five 
thousand  of  them  that  were  within. 

29  From  thence  they  departed  to 
Scythopolis,  which  lieth  six  hun- 
dred fm-longs  from  Jerusalem. 

30  But  when  the  Jews  that  dwelt 
there  had  testified  that  the  Scytho- 
politans  dealt  lovingly  •nnth  tbem, 
and  entreated  tliem  kindly  in  the 
time  of  their  adversity ; 

31  They  gave  them  thanks,  desir- 
ing them  to  be  friendly  still  unto 
them:  and  so  they  came  to  Jeru- 
salem, the  feast  of  the  weeks  ap- 
proaching. 

32  And  after  the  feast,  ctilled 
Pentecost,  tliey  went  forth  against 
Gcrgias  the  governor  of  Idmnea,^ 
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33  Wlio  came  out  with  ihree  thou- 
sand men  of  foot  and  four  hundred 
horsemen. 

34  And  it  happened  that  in  their 
fighting  together  a  few  of  the  Jews 
were  slain. 

35  At  which  time  Dositheus,  one 
of  Baceiior's  company,  who  was  (n 
horseback,  and  a  strong  man,  was 
still  upon  (ilorgiiiH,  and  fcdiing  hold 
of  his  coat  drew  him  by  force  ;  and 
when  he  would  have  taken  that 
cursed  man  alive,  a  horseman  of 
Thracia  coming  upon  him  smote 
off  his  shoulder,  so  that  Gorgias 
fled  mi  to  Marisa. 

36  Now  when  they  that  were  with 
Gorgias  liad  fought  long,  and  were 
weary,  Judas  called  ujjon  the  Lord, 
that  he  would  shew  himself  to  be 
their  helper  and  leader  of  tli«  battle 

37  And  with  tliat  he  began  in  his 
own  language,  and  sung  psahns  with 
a  loud  voice,  and  rushing  unawai'es 
upon  Gorgias'  men,  he  put  them  to 
flight. 

38  So  Judas  gatlieredhis  host,  and 
came  into  the  city  of  Odollam.  And 
when  the  sevontli  day  came,  th-ey 
purified  themselves,  as  the  custom 
was,  and  kept  the  sabbath  in  the 
same  place. 

39  And  upon  the  day  following, 
as  the  use  had  been,  Judas  and 
his  company  came  to  take  up  the 
bodies  ot  tliem  that  were  slain,  and 
to  bm-y  th«m  with  their  kinsm^i  in 
their  fathers'  grave-s. 

40  Now  under  the  -coats  of  every 
one  that  was  slain  they  found  things 
consecrated  to  the  idols  of  the  Jam- 
mte«,  which  is  forbidden  the  Jews 
by  the  law.  Then  every  man  saw 
that  this  was  the  cause  wherefore 
they  were  slain. 

41  All  men  therefore  praising  the 
Lord,  the  righteous  Judge,  who  had 
opened  the  things  that  were  hid, 
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42  Betook  themselves  unto  prayer, 
and  besought  him  that  the  sin  com- 
mitted might  wholly  be  put  out  of 
remembrance.  Besides,  that  noble 
Judas  exhorted  the  people  to  keep 
themselves  from  sin,  forsomuch  as 
they  saw  before  their  eyes  the  things 
that  came  to  pass  for  the  sins  of 
those  that  were  slain. 

43  And  when  ho  had  made  a  ga- 
thering throughout  the  company  to 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  drachms 
of  silver,  he  sent  it  to  Jerusfilem  to 
offer  a  sin  offering,  doing  therein 
very  well  and  honestly,  in  that  he 
was  mindful  of  the  resurrection : 

44  Eor  if  he  had  not  hoped  that 
they  that  were  slain  should  have 
lisen  again,  it  had  been  superfluous 
and  vain  to  pray  for  tbo  dead. 

45  And  also  in  that  he  perceived 
that  there  was  great  favour  laid  up 
for  those  that  died  godly,  it  was  an 
holy  and  good  thought.  Whereupon 
he  made  a  reconciliation  for  the 
dead,  that  they  might  be  delivered 
from  sin. 

CHAPTER  XIIL 

1  Eupator  invadeth  Jndea.  15  Judat  by  nighl 
ilayeth  many.  18  Eupator'g  pttrpote  is  de- 
feated. 23  He  maketh  peace  with  Judas. 

IN  the  huntked  forty  a.nd  nintli 
year  it  was  told  Judas,  that  An- 
tiochus  Eupator  was  coining  with  a 
great  power  into  Judea, 

2  And  with  him  Lysias  his  pro- 
tector, and  ruler  of  his  affairs,  having 
either  of  them  a  Grecian  power  of 
footmen,  an  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
sand, and  horsemen  five  thousand 
and  three  hundred,  and  elephants 
two  and  twenty,  and  three  hundred 
chariots  armed  with  hooks. 

3  Menelaus  also  joined  himself 
with  them,  and  with  great  dissimu- 
lation encouraged  Antiochus,  not 
for  the  safeguard  of  the  country, 
but  because  he  thoiight  to  have 
been  made  governor. 
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4  But  the  King  of  kings  moved 
Antiochus'  mind  against  this  \nck- 
ed  wretch,  and  Lysias  informed 
the  king  that  this  man  •was  the 
rause  of  all  mischief,  so  that  the 
king  commanded  to  bring  him  unto 
Berea,  and  to  put  him  to  death,  as 
the  manner  is  in  tliat  pkce. 

5  Now  there  was  in  that  pLice  a 
tower  of  fifty  cubits  high,  full  of 
ashes,  and  it  had  a  roimd  instru- 
ment, which  on  every  side  hanged 
down  into  the  ashes. 

6  And  whosoever  was  condemned 
of  sacrilege,  or  had  committed  any 
other  grievous  crime,  there  did  all 
men  thrust  him  unto  death. 

7  Such  a  death  it  happened  that 
wicked  man  to  die,  not  having  so 
much  as  burial  in  the  earth ;  and 
that  most  justly : 

8  For  inasmuch  as  he  had  com- 
mitted many  sins  about  the  altar, 
whose  fire  and  ashes  were  holy,  he 
received  his  death  in  ashes, 

9  Now  the  king  came  with  a  bar- 
barous and  haughty  mind  to  do  far 
worse  to  the  Jews,  than  had  been 
done  in  his  father's  time. 

10  Which  things  when  Judas  per- 
ceived, he  commanded  the  multi- 
tude to  call  upon  the  Lord  night 
and  day,  that  if  ever  at  any  other 
time,  he  would  now  also  help  tl>em, 
being  at  the  point  to  be  put  from 
their  law,  from  their  country,  and 
from  the  holy  temple : 

11  And  that  he  would  not  suffer 
the  people,  that  had  even  now  been 
but  a  little  refreshed,  to  be  in  sTib- 
jection  to  the  blasphemous  natious. 

12  So  when  tl;ey  had  all  done  tiiis 
together,  and  licj^ought  the  merciful 
Lord  with  weeping  and  fasting,  and 
lying  flat  upon  the  ground  three 
days  long,  Judas,  having  exhorted 
them,  commanded  tliey  should  be 
in  a  readiness. 


13  And  Jiidas,  being  apart  with 
the  elders,  determined,  before  the 
king's  host  should  enter  into  Judea, 
and  get  the  city,  to  go  forth  and  try 
the  matter  in  fight  by  the  help  of 
the  Lord. 

14  So  when  he  had  committed  aU 
to  the  Creator  of  the  world,  and  ex- 
horted his  soldiers  to  fight  manfully, 
even  unto  death,  for  the  laws,  the 
temple,  the  city,  the  country,  and 
the  commonwealth,  he  camped  by 
Mcdin: 

15  And  having  given  the  watch- 
word to  them  that  were  ahout  him, 
Tictory  is  of  God  ;  with  the  most 
valiant  and  choice  young  men  he 
went  in  into  the  tang's  tent  by 
night,  and  slew  in  the  camp  about 
four  thousand  men,  and  the  chief- 
est  of  the  elephants,  with  all  that 
were  upon  him. 

16  And  at  last  they  fiUed  the  camp 
with  fear  and  tumidt,  and  departed 
with  good  success. 

17  This  was  done  in  the  break  of 
the  day,  because  the  protection  of 
the  Lord  did  help  him. 

18  Now  when  the  king  had  taken 
a  taste  of  the  manliness  of  the  Jews, 
he  went  about  to  take  the  holds  by 
policy, 

19  And  marched  toward  Bethsura^ 
which  was  a  strong  hold  of  the  Jews: 
but  he  was  put  to  flight,  failed,  and 
lost  of  his  men  : 

20  For  Judas  had  conveyed  tmto 
them  that  were  in  it  such  things  as 
were  necessary. 

21  But  Ehodocos,  who  was  in 
the  Jews'  ho<t,  disclosed  the  secrets 
to  the  enemies ;  therefore  he  was 
sought  out,  and  when  they  had  got- 
ten iiim,  they  put  him  in  prison. 

22  The  king  treated  with  them  in 
Bethsura  the  second  time,  gave  his 
hand,  took  their's,  departed,  fought 
with  Judas,  was  overcome ; 
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23  Heaid  that  Philip,  who  was  left 
over  the  affairs  in  Antioch,  was  des- 
perately bent,  confounded,  intreated 
the  Jews,  submitted  himself,  and 
sware  to  all  equal  conditions,  agieed 
with  them,  and  offered  sacrifice,  ho- 
noured the  temple,  and  dealt  kindly 
witli  the  place, 

24  And  accepted  well  of  Maccabeus, 
made  him  principal  governor  from 
Ptolemais  unto  the  Gerrhenians; 

25  Came  to  Ptolemais :  the  people 
there  were  grieved  for  the  covenants ; 
for  they  stormed,  because  they  would 
make  their  covenants  void  : 

26  Lysias  went  up  to  the  judgment 
seat,  said  as  much  as  could  be  in 
defence  of  the  cause,  persuaded, 
pacified,  made  them  well  affected, 
returned  to  Antioch.  Thus  it  went 
touching  the  king's  coming  and  de- 
parting. 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

6  Mcimus  acr.useth  Judas.  18  Nicanor  maJcelh 
]>eace  with  Judas.  39  He  seeheth  lo  take  Hazis, 
46  who,  to  escape  his  liands,  kiUeth  himself. 

AFTER  three  years  was  Judas 
.  infonned,  that  Demetrius  the 
son  of  Seleucus,  having  entered  by 
the  haven  of  Tripolis  with  a  great 
power  and  navy, 

2  Had  taken  the  country,  and 
killed  Antiochus,  and  Lysias  his 
protector. 

3  Now  one  Alcimus,  who  had  been 
high  priest,  and  had  defiled  himself 
wilfully  in  the  times  of  their  min- 
gling with  the  Gentiles,  seeing  that 
by  no  means  he  could  save  himself, 
nor  have  any  more  access  to  the 
holy  altar, 

4  Came  to  king  Demetrius  in  the 
hundred  and  one  and  fiftieth  year, 
presenting  unto  him  a  crown  of  gold, 
and  a  palm,  and  also  of  the  boughs 
which  were  used  solemnly  in  the 
temple :  and  so  that  day  he  held 
his  peace. 


5  Howbeit,  having  gotten  oppor- 
tunity to  further  his  foolish  enter- 
prize,  and  being  called  into  counsel 
by  Demetrius,  and  asked  l)ow  the 
Jews  stood  affected,  and  what  they 
intended,  he  answered  thereunto : 

6  Those  of  the  Jews  that  be  called 
Assideans,  whose  captain  is  Judiis 
Maccabeus,  nourish  war,  and  are 
seditions,  and  will  not  let  the  realm 
be  in  peace. 

7  Therefore  I,  being  deprived  of 
mine  ancestors'  honour,  I  mean 
the  high  juiesthood,  am  now  come 
hither : 

8  First,  verily  for  the  unfeigned 
care  I  have  of  things  pertaining  to 
the  king ;  and  secondly,  even  for 
that  I  intend  the  good  of  mine  own 
countrymen :  for  all  our  nation  is 
in  no  small  misery  through  the  un- 
advised dealing  of  them  aforesaid. 

9  Wherefore,  0  king,  seeing  thou 
knowest  all  these  thing-i,  be  care- 
ful for  the  coimtry,  and  our  nation, 
which  is  pressed  on  every  side,  ac- 
cording to  the  clemency  that  thou 
readily  shewest  unto  all. 

10  For  as  long  as  Judas  liveth,  it 
is  not  possible  that  the  state  should 
be  quiet. 

11  This  was  no  sooner  spoken  of 
him,  but  others  of  the  king's fiiends, 
being  maliciously  set  against  Judas, 
did  more  incense  Demetrius. 

12  And  forthwith  calling  Nicanor, 
who  had  been  master  of  the  ele- 
phants, and  making  him  governor 
over  Jndea,  he  sent  him  forth, 

13  Commanding  him  to  slay  Judas, 
and  to  scatter  them  tliat  were  with 
him,  and  to  make  Alcimus  high 
priest  of  the  great  temple. 

14  Then  the  heathen,  that  had 
fled  out  of  Judea  from  Judas,  came 
to  Nicanor  by  flocks,  thinking  the 
harm  and  calamities  of  the  Jews  to 
be  their  welfare. 
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15  >>"ow  when  the  Jews  heard  of 
Nicanor's  coming,  and  that  the  hea- 
then were  up  against  them,  they 
cast  earth  upon  their  heads,  and 
made  supplication  to  him  that  had 
establislied  his  people  for  ever,  and 
who  always  helpeth  his  portion  with 
manifestation  of  his  presence. 

16  So  at  tlie  commandment  of  the 
captain  they  removed  straightways 
from  thence,  and  came  near  unto 
them  at  the  town  of  Pessau. 

17  Now  Simon,  Judas'  brother, 
had  joined  battle  with  Nicanor,  but 
was  somewhat  discomfited  through 
the  sudden  silence  of  his  enemies. 

18  Nevertheless  Nicanor,  hearing 
of  the  manliness  of  them  that  were 
with  Judas,  and  the  coui-ageoas- 
ne^s  that  they  had  to  fight  for  their 
country,  durst  not  try  the  matter 
by  tlie  sword. 

19  Wherefore  he  sent  Posidonius, 
and  Theodotus,  and  Mattathias,  to 
make  peace. 

20  So  when  they  had  taken  long 
sidvLsement  thereupon,  and  the  cap- 
tain had  made  the  multitude  ac- 
quainted therewith,  and  it  appear- 
ed that  they  were  all  of  one  mind, 
they  consented  to  the  covenants, 

21  And  appointed  a  day  to  meet 
in  together  by  themselves:  and 
when  the  day  came,  and  stools  were 
set  for  either  of  them, 

22  Jud  ts  placed  armed  men  ready 
in  convenient  places,  lest  some  trea- 
chery should  be  suddenly  practised 
by  the  enemies :  so  they  made  a 
peaceable  conference. 

23  Now  Nicanor  abode  in  Jeru- 
salem, and  did  no  hurt,  but  sent 
away  the  people  that  came  flocking 
unto  him. 

24  And  he  would  not  willingly 
have  Judas  out  of  his  sight :  for  he 
loved  the  man  from  his  heart. 

25  He  prayed  him  also  to  take  a 


wife,  and  to  beget  children :  so  he 
married,  was  quiet,  and  took  part 
of  this  life. 

26  But  Alcimus,  percei^•ing  the 
love  that  was  betwixt  them,  and 
considering  the  covenants  that  were 
made,  came  to  Demetrius,  and  told 
him  that  Nicanor  was  not  well  af- 
fected toward  the  state ;  for  that  he 
had  ordained  Judas,  a  traitor  to  his 
realm,  to  be  the  king's  sTiccessor. 

27  Then  the  king  being  in  a  rage, 
and  provoked  with  the  accusations 
of  the  most  wicked  man,  wrote  to 
Nicanor,  signifying  that  he  was 
much  displeased  with  the  covenants, 
and  commanding  him  that  he  should 
send  Maccabeus  prisoner  in  all  haste 
unto  Antioch. 

28  W'hen  this  came  to  Nicanor's 
healing,  he  was  much  confoimded 
in  himself,  and  took  it  grievously 
that  he  should  make  void  the  arti- 
cles which  were  agreed  upon,  the 
man  being  in  no  fault. 

29  But  because  there  was  no  deal- 
ing against  the  king,  he  watched 
his  time  to  accomplish  this  thing 
by  policy. 

30  Notwithstanding,  when  Macca- 
beus saw  that  Nicanor  began  to  be 
churlish  unto  him,  and  that  he  en-r 
treated  him  more  roughly  than  lie 
wa.s  wont,  perceiving  that  such  sour 
behaviour  came  not  of  good,  he 
gathered  together  not  a  few  of  liis 
men,  and  vrithdrew  himself  frwu 
Nicanor. 

31  But  the  other,  knowing  that  he 
was  notably  prevented  by  Judas'  po- 
licy, came  into  the  great  and  holy 
temple,  and  commanded  the  priests, 
that  were  offering  their  usual  sacri- 
fices, to  deliver  him  the  man. 

32  And  when  they  sware  that  they 
could  not  tell  where  the  man  was 
whom  he  sought, 

33  He  stretched  out  his  right  hand 
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toward  the  temple,  and  made  an 
oath  in  this  manner :  If  ye  will  not 
deliver  me  Judas  as  a  prisoner,  I 
•will  lay  this  temple  of  God  even 
with  the  ground,  and  I  will  break 
down  the  alfcir,  and  erect  a  notable 
temple  unto  Bacchus. 

34  After  these  words  he  departed. 
Then  the  priests  lifted  up  their 
hands  towaid  heaven,  and  besought 
him  that  was  ever  a  defender  of 
their  nation,  saying  in  this  manner ; 

35  Thou,  0  Lord  of  all  things,  who 
hast  need  of  notliing,  wast  pleased 
that  the  temple  of  thine  habitation 
should  be  among  us : 

36  Therefore  now,  0  holy  Lord 
of  all  holiness,  keep  this  house  ever 
uudefiled,  which  lately  wascleansed, 
and  stop  every  unrigliteous  mouth. 

37  Now  was  there  accused  unto 
Nicanor  one  Eazis,  one  of  the  eldei-s 
of  Jemsalem,  a  lover  of  his  coun- 
trymen, and  a  man  of  very  good 
report,  who  for  hie  kindness  was 
called  a  father  of  the  Jews. 

38  For  in  the  fonner  times,  when 
they  mingled  not  themselves  with 
the  Gentiles,  he  had  been  accused 
of  Judaism,  and  did  boldly  jeopard 
his  body  and  life  with  all  vehemency 
for  the  religion  of  the  Jews. 

39  So  Nicanor,  willing  to  declare 
the  hate  that  he  bare  unto  the  Jews, 
sent  above  five  hundred  men  of  war 
to  take  him : 

40  For  he  thought  by  taking  hira 
to  do  the  Jews  much  hurt. 

41  Now  when  the  multitude  would 
have  taken  the  tower,  and  violently 
broken  into  the  outer  door,  and 
bade  tliat  fire  should  be  brought  to 
burn  it,  he  being  ready  to  be  taken 
on  every  side  fell  upon  his  sword  ; 

42  Choosing  rather  to  die  manful- 
ly, than  to  come  into  the  hands  of 
the  wicked,  to  be  abused  otlierwise 
tlian  beseemed  his  uoble  birth : 


43  But  missing  his  stroke  througli 
haste,  the  multitude  also  nishing 
within  the  doors,  he  ran  boldly  up  to 
the  wall,  and  cast  himself  down  man- 
fully among  the  thickest  of  them. 

44  But  they  quickly  giving  back, 
and  a  space  beuig  made,  he  fell  down 
into  the  midst  of  the  void  place. 

45  Nevertheless,  while  there  was 
yet  breath  within  him,  being  in- 
flamed with  anger,  he  rose  up  ;  and 
though,  his  bluod  gushed  out  like 
spouts  of  water,  and  his  wounds 
were  grievous,  yet  he  ran  through 
the  midst  of  the  throng ;  and  stand- 
ing upon  a  steep  roek, 

46  When  as  his  blood  was  now 
quite  gone,  he  plucked  out  his 
bowels,  and  taking  them  in  both 
his  hands,  he  cast  them  upon  the 
tlirong,  and  calling  upon  the  Lord 
of  life  and  spirit  to  restore  him 
those  again,  he  thus  died. 

CHAPTER  XV. 

6  Mcanor's  blasphemy.     8  Judat  eneonrageth 
his  men  by  bis  dream.    28  Nicanor  it  slain. 

BUT  Nicanor,  hearing  that  Ju- 
das and  his  company  were  in 
the  strong  places  about  Samaria, 
resolved  without  any  danger  to  set 
upon  them  on  the  sabbath  day. 

2  Nevertheless  the  Jews  that  were 
compelled  to  go  with  him  said,  0 
destroy  not  so  cruelly  and  barba- 
rously, but  give  honour  to  that  day, 
which  he,  that  seeth  all  things, 
hath  honoured  with  holiness  above 
other  days. 

3  Then  the  most  ungracious  wretch 
demanded,  if  there  were  a  Mighty 
one  in  heaven,  that  had  command- 
ed the  sabbath  day  to  be  kept. 

4  And  when  they  said,  ^Jhere  is  in 
heaven  a  living  Lord,  and  mighty, 
who  commanded  the  seventh  day 
to  be  kept: 

5  Then  mid.  the  other,  And  I  also 
am  migiity  upon  earth,  and  I  com- 
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mand  to  take  aiins,  and  to  do  tlie 
king's  business.  Yet  he  obtained 
not  to  liave  his  wicked  will  done. 

6  So  Nicanor  in  exceeding  pride 
and  hauglitiness  determined  to  set 
up  a  publick  monument  of  his  vic- 
tory over  Judas  and  them  that  were 
with  him. 

7  But  Maccabeus  had  ever  sure 
confidence  that  the  Lord  would  help 
him : 

8  Wherefore  he  exhorted  his  peo- 
ple not  to  fear  the  coming  of  the 
heathen  against  them,  but  t<.)  re- 
member the  help  which  in  former 
times  they  liad  received  from  hea- 
ven, and  now  to  expect  the  victoi7 
and  aid,  which  should  come  vmto 
them  from  the  Almiglity. 

9  And  so  comforting  them  out 
of  the  law  and  tlie  prophets,  and 
withal  putting  them  in  mind  of 
the  battles  that  they  won  afore,  he 
made  them  more  cheerful. 

10  And  when  he  had  stirred  up 
their  minds,  he  gave  them  their 
charge,  shewing  them  therewithal 
tlie  falsehood  of  the  heathen,  and 
the  breach  of  oatlis. 

11  Thus  he  armed  eveiy  one  of 
them,  not  so  much  with  defence 
of  shields  and  spears,  as  with  com- 
fortable and  good  words :  and  be- 
fcide  that,  he  told  them  a  dream 
worthy  to  be  believed,  as  if  it  had 
been  so  indeed,  which  did  aot  a 
little  rejoice  them. 

12  And  this  was  his  vision :  That 
Onias,  who  had  been  high  priest,  a 
virtuous  and  a  good  man,  reverend 
in  conversation,  gentle  in  condition, 
well  spoken  al.<o,  and  exercised  from 
a  child  in  all  points  of  virtue,  hold- 
ing up  his  hamls  prayed  for  the 
whole  body  of  the  Jews. 

13  This  done,  in  like  manner 
there  appeared  a  man  with  gray 
hairs,  and  exceeding  glorious,  wiio 
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was  of  a  wonderful  and  excellent 
majesty, 

14  Then  Onias  answered,  saying. 
This  is  a  lover  of  the  bretliren,  wlio 
prayeth  much  for  the  people,  and 
for  the  holy  city,  to  wit,  Jeremias 
the  pro]>het  of  God. 

15  Whereupon  Jeremias  holding 
forth  his  right  hand  g;ive  to  Judas 
a  sword  of  gold,  and  in  giving  it 
spake  thus, 

16  Take  this  holy  sword,  a  pft 
from  God,  with  the  which  thou 
shalt  wound  the  adversaries. 

17  Thus  being  well  comforted  by 
the  words  of  Judas,  which  were 
very  good,  and  able  to  stir  them 
up  to  valour,  and  to  encourage  the 
hearts  of  the  young  men,  they  de- 
termined not  to  pitch  camp,  but 
courageously  to  set  upon  them, 
aiid  manfully  to  try  tlie  matter  by 
conflict,  becaiise  tlie  city  and  the 
sanctuary  and  the  temple  were  in 
danger. 

18  For  the  care  that  they  took 
for  tlieir  wives,  and  their  children, 
their  brethren,  and  kinsfolks,  was 
in  least  account  with  them :  but 
the  greatest  and  principal  fear  was 
for  the  holy  temple. 

19  Also  they  that  were  in  the  city 
took  not  the  least  care,  being  ti-ou- 
bled  for  the  conflict  abroad. 

20  And  now,  when  as  all  looked 
what  should  be  the  trial,  and  the 
enemies  were  already  come  near, 
and  the  army  was  .«et  in  array, 
and  the  beasts  conveniently  placed, 
and  the  horsemen  set  in  wings, 

21  Maccabeus  seeing  the  coming 
of  the  multitude,  and  the  divers 
preparations  of  armour,  and  the 
fierceness  of  the  beasts,  stretche<l 
out  his  hands  towartl  lieaven,  pnd 
called  ufKsn  the  Lord  that  worketh 
wonders,  knowing  that  victory  com- 
eth  not  by  arms,  but  even  as  it 
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seemeth  good  to  him,  he  giveth  it 
to  such  as  are  worthy : 

22  Therefore  in  his  prayer  he 
said  after  this  manner;  0  Lord, 
thou  didst  send  tliine  angel  in  the 
time  of  Ezekias  king  of  Judea,  and 
didst  slay  in  the  host  of  Sennache- 
rib an  hundred  fouiscore  and  five 
tliousand : 

23  Wherefore  now  also,  0  Lord  of 
heaven,  send  a  good  angel  before  us 
for  a  fear  and  dread  unto  them ; 

24  And  through  the  miglit  of 
thine  arm  let  those  be  stricken 
with  terror,  that  come  against  thy 
holy  people  to  blaspheme.  And  he 
ended  thus. 

25  Then  Nicanor  and  they  that 
were  with  him  came  forward  with 
trumpets  and  songs. 

26  But  Judas  and  his  company 
encountered  the  enemies  with  in- 
vocation and  prayer. 

27  So  that  fighting  with  their 
hands,  and  praying  unto  God  with 
their  hearts,  they  slew  no  less  than 
thirty  and  five  thousand  men  :  for 
through  the  appearance  of  God  they 
were  greatly  cheered. 

28  Now  when  the  battle  was  done, 
returning  again  with  joy,  they  knew 
that  Nicanor  lay  dead  in  his  hajrness. 

29  Then  they  made  a  great  shout 
and  a  noise,  praising  the  Almighty 
in  their  own  language. 

30  And  Judas,  who  was  ever  tlie 
chief  defender  of  the  citizens  both 
in  body  and  mind,  and  who  conti- 
nued his  love  toward  his  countrj'- 
men  all  liis  life,  commanded  to 
strike  off  Nicanor's  head,  and  his 
hand  with  his  shoulder,  and  bring 
them  to  Jerusalem. 

31  So  when  he  was  there,  and 
had  called  them  of  his  nation  to- 


gether, and  set  the  priests  before 
the  altar,  he  sent  for  them  that 
were  of  the  tower, 

32  And  shewed  them  vile  Nica- 
nor's head,  and  the  hand  of  that 
blasphemer,  which  with  proud  brags 
lie  had  stretched  out  against  the 
holy  temple  of  the  Almighty. 

33  And  wlien  he  had  cut  out  the 
tongue  of  that  ungodly  Nicanor,  he 
commanded  that  they  should  give 
it  by  pieces  unto  the  fowls,  and 
hang  up  the  reward  of  his  madness 
before  the  temple. 

34  So  every  man  praised  toward 
the  heaven  the  glorious  Lord,  say- 
ing. Blessed  be  he  that  hath  kept 
his  own  place  undefiled. 

35  He  hanged  also  Nicanor's  head 
upon  the  tower,  an  evident  and  ma- 
nifest sign  unto  all  of  the  help  of 
the  Lord. 

36  And  they  ordained  all  with  a 
common  decree  in  no  case  to  let 
that  day  pass  without  solemnitj^ 
but  to  celebrate  the  thirteenth  day 
of  the  twelfth  month,  which  in  the 
Syrian  tongue  is  called  Adar,  the 
day  before  Mardocheus'  day. 

37  Thus  went  it  with  Nicanor: 
and  fi-om  that  time  forth  the  He- 
brews had  the  city  in  their  power. 
And  here  will  I  make  an  end. 

38  And  if  I  have  done  well,  and 
as  is  fitting  the  story,  it  is  that 
which  I  desired :  but  if  slenderly 
and  meanly,  it  is  that  which  1 
could  attain  unto. 

39  For  as  it  is  hurtful  to  drink 
wine  or  water  alone  ;  and  as  wine 
mingled  with  water  is  pleasant,  and 
delighteth  the  taste:  even  so  speech 
finely  framed  delighteth  the  ears  of 
them  that  read  the  story.  And  here 
shall  be  an  end. 
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